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EDITOR'S  NOTE 

JwMt  FauiBora  Coopar  wm  bora  n 
Buirliagloii.  New  Jenc  ■,  in  Septembar,  1 789 ; 
but  wUk  itill  an  infant  ha  %ra«  takan  to  tka 
Irootiar  regioa  of  New  York  State,  watered 
bjr  the  Stuqaehanna  River.  Tbera  hi* 
father,  who  iwat  a  man  of  weahh,  tat  np  hi< 
homaitead.  and  the  boy't  early  impremona 
were  of  "the  forctt  primeval"— of  the  free, 
open  life  of  the  idtleraent.  There  were 
opportuttitie*  galore  for  collecting  information 
and  itoriea  of  the  conflict*  between  the  white 
and  the  red  man,  and  even  for  leeing  the 
latter  in  hi*  native  itate. 

When  thirteen  yean  of  age  the  lad  «ras 
tent  to  Yale  G>llege:  but  the  restriction* 
of  *chool  life  proved  a  great  trial,  and  the 
memc.  o*  of  the  free  day*  on  the  Sotque- 
hanna  incited  to  rebellion.  After  three  year* 
hi*  KhooMay*  were  rudely  ended  by  hii 
di«nii*«al  from  Yale,  and  it  wa*  decided  by 
hi*  father  that  a  tea  life  would  be  better  fo ' 
him.  In  1806,  therefore,  he  wa*  entered  a* 
a  common  teaman  on  a  ve**el  tailing  for 
England,  and  after  two  year*  "before  the 
ma*t "  he  wa*  enrolled  a*  mid*hipman  in  the 
American  Navy.  Three  vear*  comdieted  hi* 
naval  career,  for  in  1811  he  married  and  re- 
*igned,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Farming, 
estate  management,  and  other  occupation*  en- 
gaged him  for  *ome  yean,  and  then  he  began 
to  write.  Hi*  firtt  novel.  Precaution  (1820) 
wa*  a  failure,  but  tiz  yean  later  The  Last 
of  the  Mohicans  ettabli*hed  hi*  reputation 
a*  the  romaniicitt  of  "the  Wild  Wert." 
He  died  on  September  Nth,  1651. 


THE  LAST 

OF  -HE 

MOHICANS 


CASSELL  AND  COMPANY.  LTD. 
LONDON     M     NEW  YORK 
TORONTO  &  MELBOURNE 
MCMXI 


!S'l 


'Um 


•A/ 


AUTHOR'S    PREFACE 


) 


*•*■'  '•^"«»r^.T.ii:5:3-r,Sd''s,r£rs 

beeomj.  tb.  toierMt  of  the  author"  iZJ  . /^V-' 
hu  Often  pkVS  to  bL  t*  -i  iL^'f  «P«l«ic.,  which 

Kt-feiS£SH™"--- 

•nwllMt  degree  iSu.S,t.S^  1.^'?  I '"'''  '"^  ••"  '■•  «>• 
•Iready  f«S.  ^  "*"■  '"'^  "tlqiUt!..  u  sot 
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the  D^eT  wSn  ro™S  I,".""  "^f ""™  ""*  P«"««e. 
the  EngS,,  ^d  tt.  pJe^S' "a*7„'?wf^  *«  «"  '>"'*. 
Ill  thli^Mticmiir  <hS  S^.      ..  °°''  •  «>"9nen>r'«  liberty 


g  PREFACE 

nirDrise  It  b  hoped,  that  whatever  other  faults  may  ef  \*^ 
re  folloMrtng  pages,  their  obscurity  wOl  be  thought  to 
arise  from  this  fact.  . ,  .   ,, 

?T.e  Europeans  found  that  immense  tflfo^  J^"^^  «^^ 
between  the  Penobscot  and  the  Potomac,  the  Atlantic  and 
?he  Mississippi,  in  the  possession  of  a  Pfopl*  ^^Jj^eTs? 
from  the  same  stoclc.    In  one  or  two  poinU  of  this  immense 
Sda^.  toeir  limits  may  have  been  a  litUe  extended  o 
cSS  by  the  surrounding  nations ;  but  such,  in  general 
J^t  w«  the  extent  of  their  territory.    The  generic  nmne 
of  thU  people  was  the  WaeaMfiWii.    They  w«e  to»d  *iow- 
ever.  of  c^ing  themsel^f^fthT^Lenni  Lenape  "  which  of 
Usd   sig^fles  an  "  unmixeApeople."    It  would  far  exceed 
the  infSmaUon  of  the  author  to  enumerate  a  moiety  of 
£e  coSiniUes.  or  tribes,  into  which  this  race  of  beings 
w^  subdivided.    Each  tribe  had  its  n^e.  its  chefs,  its 
huntina  grounds,  and.  frequently,  its  dialect.     Like  the 
^eudaTprSces  of  the  old  world,  they  fought  among  them- 
selves, ^d  exercised  most  of  the  other  privUeges  of  sover- 
eicntv.    Still,  they  admitted  the  claims  of  a  common  origin, 
a  Sar  language,  and  of  that  moral  interest,  which  was  so 
?J  MuUy  3  so  wonderfully  transmitted  through  their 
traditions.    One  branch  of  this  numerous  people  was  seated 
on  a  beautiful  river,  known  as  the  "  Lenapewihittuck," 
where  the  "  long  house,"  or  Great  CouncQ  Fire,  of  the  nation 
was  universaUy  admitted  to  be  estabUshed. 

The  tribe  that  possessed  the  country  which  now  com- 
poses the  south-western  parts  <>' New  Engird  and  that 
portion  of  New  York  that  lies  east  of  the  Hudson,  and  the 
country  even  much  farther  to  the  South,  was  a  mighty 
people,  called  the  "  Mahlcanni,"  or,  more  commonly,  the 
"  Mohicans."  The  latter  word  lias  since  been  corrupted  by 
the  English  into  "  Mohegan."  .,.,..       ,,  „ 

The  Mohicans  were  again  subdivided.  In  their  collec- 
tive capacity,  they  even  disputed  tjepoint  of  antiquity 
with  their  neighbours,  who  possessed  the  "long  house  , 
but  their  claim  to  be  the  "  eldest  son"  of  their  "  p-and- 
father  "  was  freely  allowed.  Of  course,  this  portion  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  soU  was  the  first  dispossessed  by 
the  whites.  The  few  of  them  that  now  remain  are  chiefly 
scattered  among  other  tribes,  and  retain  no  other  memorials 
of  their  power  and  greatness  than  their  melancholy  recol- 
lections. 
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The  tribe  that  guarded  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  council 
house  was  distinguished  for  ages  by  its  ilattering  title  of 
the  "  Lenape  "  ;  but  after  the  English  changed  the  appel- 
lation of  the  river  to  "  Delaware,"  they  came  gradually  to 
be  known  by  the  same  name.  In  the  use  of  these  terms, 
however,  great  delicacy  of  perception  was  observed  among 
themselves.  These  shades  of  expression  pervade  their  lan- 
guage, tempering  all  their  communications,  and  frequently 
imparting  its  pathos  or  energy  to  their  eloquence.      ' 

For  many  hundreds  of  miles  along  the  northern  boun- 
daries of  the  Lenape  were  seated  another  people,  similarly 
situated  as  to  subdivisions,  descent,  and  language.  They 
were  called  by  their  neighbours  the  "  Mengwe."  These 
northern  savages  were  for  a  time,  however,  less  powerful, 
and  less  united,  than  the  Lenape.  In  order  to  obviate  this 
disadvantage,  five  of  the  most  powerful  and  warlike  of  their 
tribes,  who  lay  nearest  to  the  council  house  of  their  enemies, 
confederated  for  the  purposes  of  mutual  defence ;  being  in 
truth,  the  oldest  United  Republics  of  which  the  history  of 
North  America  furnishes  any  evidence.  These  tribes  were 
the  Mohawks,  the  Oneidas,  the  Senecas,  the  Cayugas,  and 
Onondagas.  At  a  later  day,  a  straggling  band  of  their  race, 
which  had  "  gone  nigher  to  the  sun,"  was  reclaimed  and 
admitted  into  a  full  communion  of  all  their  political  privi- 
leges. This  tribe  (the  Tuscarora)  increased  their  numbers 
so  far,  that  the  English  changed  the  appellation  they  had 
given  the  confederation  from  the  "  Five  "  to  the  "  Six 
Nations."  It  will  be  seen,  in  the  course  of  the  narrative, 
that  the  word  nation  is  sometimes  applied  to  a  community, 
and  sometimes  to  the  people,  in  their  most  extended  sense. 
The  Mengwe  were  often  called  bj  their  Indian  neighbours^ 
the  "  Maquas,"  and  frequently  by  way  of  contempt,  "  Min- 
goes."  The  French  gave  them  the  name  of  "Iroquois," 
which  was  probably  a  corruption  of  one  of  their  own  terms. 

There  is  a  well-authenticated  and  disgraceful  history  of 
the  means  by  which  the  Dutch  on  one  side,  and  the  Mengwe 
on  the  other,  succeeded  in  persuading  the  Lenape  to  lay 
aside  their  arms,  trusting  their  defence  entirely  to  the  latter, 
and  becoming,  in  short,  in  the  flgurative  language  of  the 
natives,  "  women."  The  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch 
was  a  safe  one,  however  generous  it  may  have  been.  From 
that  moment  may  be  dated  the  downfall  of  the  greatest 
and  most  civilised  of  the  Indian  nations,  that  existed  within- 
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the  limits  of  the  present  United  SUtes.  Robbed  by  the 
whites,  and  murdered  and  oppressed  by  the  savages,  they 
lingered  for  a  time  around  their  councfl  fire,  but  finally 
broke  off  in  bands,  and  sou^t  refuge  hi  the  western  wilds. 
Like  the  lustre  of  the  dying  lamp,  their  ^ory  shone  the 
bri^test  as  they  were  about  to  become  extinct 

Much  more  might  be  said  concerning  this  interesting 
people,  especially  of  their  later  history,  but  it  is  believed 
not  to  be  essential  to  the  plan  of  the  present  work.  Shice 
the  death  of  the  pious,  the  venerable,  and  the  experienced 
Heckewdder,  a  fund  of  information  of  this  nature  has  been 
extinguished,  which  it  is  feared  can  never  again  be  collected 
in  one  individual.  He  laboured  long  and  ardently  on  their 
behalf,  and  not  less  to  vindicate  thehr  fame,  than  to  im- 
prove their  moral  condition. 

With  this  brief  introduction  to  Ids  subject,  then,  the 
author  commits  his  book  to  the  reader.  As,  however,  can- 
dour, if  not  Justice,  requires  such  a  declaration  at  hb  hands, 
he  will  advise  all  young  ladies,  whose  ideas  are  usually 
limited  to  the  four  walls  of  a  comfortable  drawing-room ; 
all  sin^e  genUemen  of  a  certain  age,  who  are  under  the 
Influence  of  the  winds ;  and  all  clergymen,  if  they  have  the 
volume  hi  hand  with  intent  to  read  it,  to  abandon  the  design. 
He  gives  his  advice  to  such  young  ladies,  because,  after  they 
have  read  the  book,  they  will  surely  pronounce  it  shocking ; 
to  the  bachelors,  as  It  might  disturb  their  sleep ;  and  to 
the  reverend  dergy,  because  they  might  be  better  employed. 
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CHAPTER  I 

The  wont  k  worldly  Ion  thoa  CMiirnnfold  .•— 
oa,j,  M  my  kingdom  bat  ? 

Shatupean 
IT  was  a  feature  peculiar  to  tbe  colonial  wars  of  North 
America,  that  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  JJSnJss  w«» 
to  be  encountered  before  the  adverse  hosts  coiSd  mee™ 

nrZ^  0/ 'oresU,  severed  the  possessions  of  thihostfle 
provtoces  of  France  and  England.    The  hardy  colo4,U  mS 

sSS™  nrT°^^*  /!*  »^«8li««  ««alnst  the  rapidTof  toe 

to  o^t  nf  *"  *"''""«  ^^'^  '"S^*^  P^''^  o'  the  mountaS! 
So5,^    «  r  opportunity  to  exhibit  their  courage  toa 

s"K<SSo?th~"^''V   5"''  ^""'^^S  «»«  patient  l; 
sell-denlal  of  the  practised  native  warriors,  they  learned  t» 

there  was  no  recess  of  the  woods  so  dark,  nor  any  seS^t 
Srn  V°  1°??^'  "^*'  "  °^«ht  dahn  exeiAption^rom  ^ 
nroads  of  those  who  had  pledged  their  blood  to  satiate 
their  vengeance,  or  to  uphold  the  cold  and  selfSh  p o^^Jj 
the  distant  monarchs  of  Europe  ^^        ^ 

Inte™«H^^.°?  '*^.^'^'  *^o"«t>o"t  the  wide  extent  of  the 
Intermediate  fronUers.  can  furnish  a  llveUer  picture  of  the 

t*J«n 'fh^^  ""''r^''  °'  '""^  '^^^^go  warfare  of  thirpe^; 
than  the  country  which  Ues  between  the  head  wat^ol 
the  Hudson  and  the  adjacent  lakes.        .  *' 

n.o.SV??^*"*'  7***'^^  '^^^^^^  »»a<*  there  offered  to  the 
^hTSnii*"*  ~nf  atants  were  too  obvious  to  be  nedectS 

?ronuSfn/r*^  *S***."'  *^"  Champlahi  stretched  t^mTe 
frontiers  of  Canada,  deep  withta  the  borders  of  the  miS- 
bourlng  province  of  New  York.  fomUng  a  Mtial  n^Sae 
m^ZT  "S*  ^"^''  '^«'  ^*»«  Fi-ench  we^compSS^S 
SJ^Lt^'lr  *°  *.^^*  ^'^'^^  *»«"^«'-  Near  iU  Sutoero 
iJ^t  r  *^  "^^''^^  ^«  contribuUons  of  anotha  laS^ 
ILXJk '?,.'''?*  "^  ""P^^  "  to  *»ave  been«dusivS 
•elected  by  the  Jesuit  missionaries  to  perform  ST typ^ 
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purlflcaUon  of  baptism,  and  to  obtain  for  it  the  appropriate 
title  of  Saint  Sacrement."  The  less  zealous  English  thought 
they  conferred  a  sufficient  honour  on  Its  unsullied  fountains 
when  they  bestowed  the  name  of  their  reigning  prince,  the 
second  of  the  bouse  of  Hanover.  The  two  united  to  rob  the 
untutored  possessors  of  lU  woodbd  scenery  of  their  native 
right  to  perpetuate  its  original  appellation  of  "  Horlcan  " 
Winding  its  way  among  the  counUess  islands,  and  em- 
bedded in  mountains,  the  " holy  lake"  extended  a  dozen 
leagues  stiU  farther  to  the  south.  With  a  high  plate  that 
there  Interposed  Itself  to  the  further  passage  of  the  water 
commenced  a  portage  of  as  many  miles,  which  conducted' 
the  adventurer  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  at  a  point 
where,  with  the  usual  obstructions  of  the  rapids,  or  riits 
as  they  were  then  termed  to  the  language  of  the  country' 
the  river  became  navigable  to  the  tide. 

While,  In  the  pursuit  of  their  daring  plans  of  annoyancs, 
the  resUess  enterprise  of  the  French  even  attempted  tie 
distant  and  difficult  gorges  of  the  AUeghany,  it  may  easUy 
be  Imagtaed  that  their  proverbial  acuteness  would  not  over- 
look  the  natural  advantages  of  the  district  we  have  just 
described.  It  beiame,  emphaticaUy,  the  bloody  arena  In 
which  most  of  the  batUes  for  the  mastery  of  the  colonies 
were  contested.  Forts  were  erected  at  the  different  points 
that  commanded  the  facilities  of  the  route,  and  were  taken 
and  retaken,  rased  and  rebuilt,  as  victory  smiled  or  ex- 
pediency dictated.  WhUe  the  husbandman  shrunk  back 
from  the  dangerous  passes,  within  the  safer  boundaries  of 
the  more  ancient  settlements,  armies  larger  than  those  that 
had  often  disposed  of  the  sceptres  of  the  mother  countries 
were  seen  to  bury  themselves  in  these  forests,  whence  they 
never  reissued  but  in  skeleton  bands,  that  were  haceard  bv 
care  or  dejected  by  defeat 

Though  the  arts  of  peace  were  unknown  to  this  fatal 
region,  its  forests  were  alive  with  men ;  its  glades  and  glens 
rang  with  the  sounds  of  martial  music,  and  the  echoes  of 
its  mountains  threw  back  the  laugh,  or  repeated  the  wanton 
cry,  of  many  a  gaUant  and  reckless  youth,  as  he  hurried 
by  them  to  the  noonUde  of  his  spirits,  to  slumber  to  a  lone 
night  of  forgetfulness. 

It  was  to  this  scene  of  strife  and  bloodshed  that  the 
Incidents  we  shaU  attempt  to  relate  occurred,  during  the 
third  year  of  the  war  which  England  and  France  last  waged 
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fat.Tw-IH*?'"*'^  Of  her  mlUtaiy  leaders  abroad,  and  the 
K?IJ^  \°'  TI^  ^  *»*'•  *=°""''"»  at  »»on»e.  had  lowered 
«h.oh  »*;'?  ?  ^"*'  ®"'"^  fro™  the  proud  elevaUon  on 
wWch  It  had  been  placed  by  the  talents  and  enterprfae  o" 

h«  I«  f  T^°"  ""**  statesmen.  Nr  longer  dreaded  by 
n?pnc*^J''',^'*  "'^r"  ""*"  '"'  '°»^"8  the  salutary  con- 
coSt,  t^"' K^*^'-  ^"  '"»  mortifying  abasemeS.  the 
fo  h?f?' "'°"?  ^u°*=*°*  °'  ^'^'^  Imbecility,  and  too  humble 
to  be  the  agenu  of  her  blunders,  were  but  the  natural  par- 
Uclpators.  They  had  recenUy  seen  a  chosen  army  from  th"t 
^'r'^T*^.^**'  '«^««»<^in«  w  a  mother,  they  had^Sndfy 

sdec7edfS'^"'"'*'^^  "^^^'^  ^y  a  chief  who  had  been 
selected  from  a  crowd  of  trained  warriors  for  his  rare  military 
endowments,  disgracefully  routed  by  a  handful  of  French 
and  Indians,  and  only  saved  from  annihilation  by  the  cool" 
r^L  Hm  "PJu  o' a  Vh-ginian  boy.  whose  riper  fame  has 
f^JJ.^?"'*  **!*"  """^^  "^*  »*«ady  Influence  of  moral  trut" 
i«d  h.!?   f'T'^J'^J'^"'  *"  Christendom.   A  wide  frontier 
,nh,f  «„«  ^^^  ?^'^  ^^  ^^^  unexpected  disaster,  and  more 
Z.^TJ^/''^'  were  preceded  by  a  thousand  f^cif ul  and 
hnaginary  dangers.  The  alarmed  colonists  believed  that  the 
yells  of  the  savages  mingled  with  every  fitful  gust  of  wind 
ter^mc'lJwT  ^^\^tenninable  forests  of  thrwest   S 
terrific  character  of  their  mercUess  enemies  tacreased.  im- 
measurably, the  n  aural  horrors  of  warfare.    NumbiilMs 
recent  massacres  were  stiU  vivid  in  their  recoUections ;  nor 
was  there  any  ear  hi  the  provinces  so  deaf,  as  not  to  have 
drunk  ta  With  avidity  the  narraUve  of  som'e7eiM  tale  o1 
midmBut  murder,  to  which  the  natives  of  the  foresU  were 
the  principal  and  barbarous  actors.    As  the  cred2us  and 
excited travellerrelatedthehazardouschancesofthewUder-  ' 

cLTa;?xlni?.1  °'  '^'  "^'^  ^"^^*'**  ^"^  *«"0''  and  mXrs 
t»w?^K  *  ^^"^f  ^'^^^  ^^  '^°^«  *='»"**"»  wWch  slumbered 
within  the  security  of  the  largest  towns.  In  short  the 
magnifytog  tofluence  of  fear  began  to  set  at  nought  the  ' 
calculaUons  of  reason,  and  render  those  who  shS  have 
rememuered  their  manhood,  the  slaves  of  the  basest  of 
bSirtn  f htwi!*'"  '"o^t/o^dent  and  the  stoutest  hearts  ' 
f.S^.  «iS  th^  S'  TT  *"'  ^^"  ^'"^^"^^  ^as  becomtag  doubt- 
who  Z^iht  ♦?  ^*$'  "^^'^  ""^  ^'^"''y  increastog  to  numbers, 
who  thought  they  foresaw  all  the  possessions  of  the  English 
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CTown  In  America  subdued  by  their  Christian  foes,  or  laid 
waste  by  the  Inroads  of  their  relenUess  aUies.         \ 
n,htT^  '^^I'fJ**"'  ^"''^gence  was  received  at  the  fort 
Jji^  TV^^^  «°""»«™  terminaUon  of  the  portage  be- 

L^»?1^"'^*°k'"A*^'  '^"'  «»«^  Montcalm  had  b^n 
•een  moving  up  the  Champlain  with  an  army  «  numerous 

mo™  Of  *thr  °'  "'^  f'**'''"  "•  '"^  ^*»  «dmitte?"^th 
more  of  the  craven  reluctance  of  those  who  court  the  arts 

fa  SSfn'-"*""  ''*"*  "^*  »*^  l°y  ^»«'  «  warrior^otTdS 
to  finding  an  enemy  within  reach  of  hU  blow.  The  news 
had  been  brought  towards  the  decline  of  a  day  In  mid' 

«^^';  ^^  S"  ^"*""»  ''^""^'  "»^t  «!«<»  borfL  urgent 
S^!f  .???  ^"f~;.  ^•'^  commanded  the  work  on  the  shore 

S^^ei  tS^fi!?**^  ?**"  mentioned  that  the  distance 
Between  these  two  posts  was  less  than  five  leanies.    Tha 

S.^  K'A^'^'^r  «*"""y  '°™«^  "»*^  toi  Of  S; JJi! 

2L^*.lin  '*"  J/1'"v'*^.'"  "**  P«»"««  °'  ^a«8ons ;  so  that 
fe^ir?"*  Z^''^  ^^  *•**»  *'*v«"«d  by  the  son  of  toe 
m^  ?/''°  hours  might  easily  be  effected  by  a  detaS! 

S  JLrs^^ro'?  "^^^  "*^^^  **-«««8«''  between  toe 
J^rS?.K  *5/J"°'""''  •""•    "^^  »oy«l  servants  of 

the  British  crown  had  given  to  one  of  toose  forest  fastaetses 
Edw^'  «' WilUam  Henry,  and  to  the  other  that  of  Fm 
Edward ;  caUing  each  after  a  favourite  prince  of  toe  relm- 

£1*.*^^  '^^  '''''"^  Scotchman  just  n^ed  held  toi 
am,  with  a  regiment  of  regulars  and  a  few  provincials  a 
force  reaUy  by  far  too  small  to  make  head  agSnst  toe  fir- 
mldable  power  toat  Montcahn  was  leadhig  to  the  fwt  of 

Webb,  who  commanded  toe  armies  of  toe  King  in  toe 
northern  provtaces.  wito  a  body  of  more  toan  flvf  toous^d 
SL  nffl^."^.";?  I^*  **'^"'^  detachments  of  his  coZrd. 
iJl^^T  "f^^  ^^""^  '"^y*^  °«^»y  double  toat  number 
?eS^d  r?«.T"^r  ^^^•'P^^^g  Frenchman,  whThad 
ventured  so  far  from  his  reinforcements,  wito  an  krmy  but 
UtOe  superior  in  numbers.  ^    " 

iut,  under  toe  influence  of  their  degraded  fortunes  both 
efflcers  and  men  appeared  better  dispWd  to  Vi  toe  aS 
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After  the  first  surprise  of  the  InteUIgence  had  «  ttttl* 
abated,  a  rumour  was  spread  through  the  intrenched  camp, 
which  stretched  along  the  margin  of  the  Hudson,  formtag 
a  chain  of  outworks  to  the  body  of  the  fort  Itself,  that  a 
chosen  detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  men  was  to  depart 
with  the  dawn  for  WUUam  Henry,  the  post  of  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  portage.    That  which  at  first  was  only 
rumour  soon  became  certainty,  as  orders  passed  from  the 
quarters  of  the  commander-in-chief  to  the  several  corps  he 
had  selected  for  this  service  to  prepare  for  their  speedy  de- 
parture.   All  doubt  as  to  the     tention  of  Webb  now  van- 
ished, and  an  hour  or  two  of  hurried  footsteps  and  anxious 
faces  succeeded.    The  novice  hi  the  military  art  flew  from 
point  to  pohit,  retardhig  his  own  preparations  by  the  excess 
of  his  violent  aad  somewhat  distempered  zeal ;  while  the 
more  practteed  veteran  made  hU  arrangements  with  a  de- 
liberation that  scorned  every  appearance  of  haste ;  though 
his  sober  Uneaments  and  anxious  eye  sufflcienUy  betrayed 
that  he  had  no  very  strong  professional  relish  for  the  (as 
yet)  untried  and  dreaded  warfare  of  the  wilderness.    At 
length  the  sun  set  to  a  flood  of  glory  behind  the  distant 
western  hills ;  and  as  darkness  threw  its  veU  around  the 
secluded  spot,  the  sounds  of  preparation  dhninished ;   the 
last  light  flnaUy  disappeared  from  the  log-cabhi  of  some 
officer;  the  trees  cast  their  deeper  shadows  over  the  mounds 
and  the  rippUng  stream ;  and  a  sUence  soon  pervaded  the 
camp,  as  deep  as  that  which  reigned  hi  the  vast  forest  by 
which  it  was  environed. 

Accordhig  to  the  orders  of  the  preceding  night,  the 
heavy  sleep  of  the  army  was  broken  by  the  roUhig  of  the 
warnhig  drums,  whose  ratUing  echoes  were  heard  issutac 
on  the  damp  momfag  ah-,  out  of  every  vista  of  the  woods 

t^fin1n.?%  r  ^^^.^°  ^^T  *^*  *«8«y  "«*^«»  o'  some 
taU  pines  of  the  vicinity,  on  the  openhig  brightness  of  a  soft 

and  cloudless  eastern  sky.    In  an  histant  the  whole  camp 

was  in  motion ;  the  meanest  soldier  aroustag  from  his  laii% 

to  witness  the  departure  of  his  comrades,  and  to  share  to 

the  excitement  and  incidents  of  the  hour.  The  sfanple  array 

of  the  chosen  band  was  soon  completed.    While  the  reguli 

and  trahied  hhrelings  of  the  Khig  marched  with  ready 

haughtfaiess  to  the  ri,  t  of  the  Une,  the  less  pretenSng 

oolonbts  took  their  humbler  posiUon  on  lis  left,  with  a 

dodlity  that  long  practice  had  rendered  easy.    The  scouto 


4 

i 


!•  THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

djarted;  gtrong  guards  preceded  and  foUowed  th.  !«« 

■mown  to  gu«d  th,  pSiJn  W.  Ert  i  rM^'"'l,':S' 
spot  were  flathemri  »>».  k-i*  j     '^'7^l'•n  general.    At  this 

eyidmav  mt^  fTTVu    ^^  ^^^  ^®^«  encumbered,  were 
of  those  thevs^«dT*.^       *?"''*"*•'"<=«»' Pleasure 

some  a<Sa  tteCr  pnTn"  ^T  °'  *^"^°"»  *«««». 

Tinned.' He^^haTXefJu^s^a^T,,^^^ 

w  -out  any  of  their  proportions  •  eUf^w.  lo?''  "'" 
passed  that  of  his  f eUowB .  Vh^  ^         '  *"*  »tat«re  sur- 

reduced  ^thS  tte  oS^  u^ft  ^,f  *^'  **•  ^^P*"^^ 
contrarietv  In  hi.  «.!!!«ir^^  *  °'  **'"  "ce.  The  same 
cQnmmety  in  his  members  seemed  to  exist  throughout  the 
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Whole  man.    HU  head  was  large;  hli  ihoulden  narrow 

not  delicate ;  his  legs  and  thighs  were  thmnSSt  to^- 
claUon.  but  of  extraordinary  length  ;«dhS  Sees  w^'i 
have  been  considered  tremcndouf,  hid  they  not  bee^Jn. 

Biruciure  of  blended  human  orders  was  so  profanely  reared 

seJved  ?oTel'?A".^  '""^i^'^'T  «"*^«  *>'  ^^  InCdVa^^^y 
served  to  render  his  awkwardness  more  consnlcuous  •  a  «w 
blue  coat  with  short  and  broad  skMs  wdlow  cZ^^^ 

anS""^  ."•**'  '"^  *°"8er  and  thtaner  STuie  worn 
animadversions  of  the  evU  disnoaf><i     wi.  «l»u 

shoes,  on  one  of  the  latter  of  which  was  a  n^S?'^ 

of  some  high  and  extraordinary  trust  gravity 

Into  «K-       *     ^    "•  ^"®  ^8ure  we  have  described  stalked 
nto  the  centre  of  the  domestics,  who  were  to  waJUna  with 
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ffcmn kable  for  tht  toftnets  and  iweetntM  of  Its  tones,  u 
was  Us  person  for  iU  nn  proporUons.  "  I  may  speak  of 
these  things  and  be  no  braggart,  for  I  have  been  down  at 
both  havens ;  that  which  Is  situate  at  the  mouth  of  Thames 
and  Is  named  after  the  capital  of  Old  England,  and  that 
which  Is  called  'Haven/  with  the  addlUon  of  toe  wort 

•  VL  .'  ?***  ***^*  ••^  ***•  "*«^  •»'*  brigantines  coUect- 
Ing  their  droves,  like  the  gathering  to  the  ark,  being  out- 
ward bound  to  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  for  the  purpose  of 
barter  and  traffic  In  four-footed  anhnals ;  but  never  before 
have  I  beheld  a  beast  which  verified  the  true  scripture  war- 
horse  like  this.  'He  paweth  tai  the  vaUey,  and  rejolceth 
In  his  strength ;  he  goeth  out  to  meet  the  armed  men/ 
He  salth  among  the  trumpets,  ha,  ha  I  and  he  smeUeth 
the  batUe  afar  off;  the  thunder  of  the  captains  and  the 
shouting/  It  would  seem  that  the  stock  of  the  horse 
of  Israel  has  descended  to  our  own  time ;  would  It  not. 
friend  ?  ** 

Receiving  no  reply  to  this  extraordinary  appeal,  which. 
In  truth,  as  It  was  deUvered  with  aU  the  vigour  of  fuU  and 
sonorous  tones,  merited  some  sort  of  noUce,  he  who  had 
thus  sung  forth  the  language  of  the  holy  book,  turned  to 
the  silent  Ague  to  whom  he  had  unwittingly  addressed 
htaiself.  and  found  a  new  and  more  powerful  subject  of 
admlraUon  In  the  object  that  encountered  hU  gaze.    His 
eyes  feU  on  the  stlU,  upright,  and  rigid  form  of  the  "  Indian 
runner,"  who  had  boroe  to  the  camp  the  unwelcome  Udlngs 
of  the  preceding  evening.    Although  in  a  state  of  perfect 
repose,  and  apparently  disregarding  with   characterlsUc 
stoicism  the  excitement  and  bustle  around  him,  there  was 
a  suUen  fierceness  mingled  with  the  quiet  of  the  savage 
that  was  likely  to  arrest  the  attenUon  of  much  more  ex- 
perienced eyes  than  those  which  now  scanned  him  in  un- 
concealed amazement    The  native  bore  both  the  toma- 
^  hawk  and  knife  of  his  tribe;  and  yet  his  appearance  was 
not  altogetuer  that  of  a  warrior.    On  the  contrary,  there 
was  an  air  of  neglect  about  his  person,  like  that  which  might 
have  proceeded  from  great  and  recent  exerUon,  which  he 
had  not  yet  found  leisure  to  repah-.    The  colours  of  the 
war-paint  had  blended  In  dark  confusion  about  his  fierce 
countenance,  and  rendered  his  swarthy  lineaments  stiU  more 
savage  and  repulsive,  than  if  art  had  attempted  an  effect 
which  nad  been  thus  produced  by  chance.    His  eye  alone. 
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which  glUtened  like  •  flery  .car  amid  lowering  doods.  wu 

Instant,  U«  searching  and  yet  weary  glance  met  the  won! 
dertog  look  Of  the  other,  and  thenVhanging  lu  dSIctter 
partly  In  cunning  and  parUy  In  disdain.  U  iinian^?SS' 
as  if  penelraUng  the  distant  alr.^^     wmamea  toed, 

.ho.VilJ"T'!"***  ^  "y  '^*»"'  unlocked  for  remark  thia 
m«i  J!rt.'"»f'*'  communlcaUon  between  two  such  singu^ 
men  nUght  have  eUcIled  from  the  tall  white  man  SSnU 
his  acUve  curiosity  been  agahi  drawn  to  other  objects.  A 
genera^  movement  amongst  the  domesUcs,  and  a  loud  sound 
of  genUe  voices,  amiounced  the  appioadi  of  thS»  ISSJ 
presence  was  wanUd,  to  order  to  iSable  the  cav^cad?to 

back  to  a  low,  gaunt,  swltch-taUcd  mare,  thnt  wm  uncon- 
sciously  gleantog  the  faded  herbage  of  the^p^S^; 
whjw,  leaning  with  one  elbow  on  the  blankTt  that  coJ: 
cealed  an  apology  for  a  saddle,  he  became  a^ecutor  of  t^^ 

repast  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  same  anhnaL     "'"*"* 

thi^ir  m"?  f  *^',*°  ***"  "'"^  ®'  "»«  «™^.  conducted  to 
their  steeds  two  females,  who,  it  was  apparent  by  todr 
dresses,  were  prepared  to  encounter  the  f aU^w  of  a  jouraev 
In  the  woods.  One,  and  she  was  the  most  juvenSi  K 
app^ance,  though  bc».h  were  young,  permitteiXpse.  S 
evL  t^hl!'^  complexion,  fair  golden  hair,  and  brigh^Sue 

to  blow  «!iS^".f '  *"  '^*  ^^^y  '""""d  the  mo^ngSJ 
to  blow  aside  the  green  veU,  which  descended  low  f rom  h^ 
beaver     The  flush  which  still  lingered  above  STeptSs  to 

I'oron'?  *^^hT  "°'  "^^'^  ^^^8>^'  "0'  delicate  Znthl 
bloom  on  her  cheek ;  nor  was  the  opening  day  more  ch^r 

ing  than  the  animated  smfle  which  she  bJowed  o^^; 
youth  as  he  assisted  her  into  the  saddle,  ^e  otheJ  wlho 
appeared  to  share  equally  the  attenUons  of  ?he  ioS^ 
wuS^'  '^T''^  '''''  *=^J*™"  ^™™  ^»»«  gaze  oPthe  JS^ 

perience  of  four  or  live  additional  years.    It  could  be  sJn 
however,  that  her  person,  though  mouldedSSS  the  ^I 
exquisite  proporUons.  of  which  none  of  the  gSces  wereTs? 
by  the  travelling  dress  she  wore,  was  rather  Sl^iJd  more 
mature  than  that  of  her  companion. 

.«        *«°!?''  ^®"  ^^  '«"«*"  seated  than  their  attendant 
■prang  UghUy  toto  the  saddle  of  the  war-hor^,  when  Si 
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wholt  thm  bowwl  to  W«bb.  who,  in  eoiirtofy,  awidtod  tbolr 
p«Ung  on  tht  thmhold  of  hi.  ctbln.  wd  turning  thS 
tiones  hMdt.  they  procMded  at  •  alow  ambit,  foUowMl  by 
thdr  t«to.  toward,  tht  northern  entrance  of  the  wamS- 
ment  A«  they  travened  that  short  dlstanee,  not  a  voice 
SSi'^j;".!"*"*  "*•"*•  ^*  ■  •»*«»»*  wclMnatlon  pro- 

^^  iw^  ?•/*""*"  *"  "*•  '•"•^•^  ••  "»•  Indian 
runner  i^ded  by  her  unexpectedly,  and  led  the  way  alona 

the  mfflitary  road  In  her  front  Though  thle  sudden  and 
Ji!fSj*  "jovwnent  of  the  Indian  produced  no  sound  from 
i^iS  '  ^J^^  •un>rife.  her  veil  also  was  aUowed  to  open 
tU  folds,  and  betrayed  an  Indescribable  look  of  pity,  ad- 

^^  2.^'  » J'S  ?•  ''•^  «»'  "»*•  »»**y  ^«"  •hon- 
ing and  black,  Uke  the  plumage  of  the  raven.  Her  com- 
plexion was  not  brown,  but  It  appeared  rather  charged  with 

i5l!.„^  A*'^"*'^?  "****'  "»■*  ••«°»«<*  "•'ly  to  burst  Its 
bounds.  And  yet  then  was  neither  coarseness  nor  want  of 
shadowing.  In  a  countenance  that  was  exquteitely  regular 
and  dlgnlfled,  and  surpassingly  beautiful.  She  smllrd,  as 
u  in  pity  at  her  own  momentary  forgetfulness,  dUcoverina 
by  the  act  a  row  of  teeth  that  would  have  shamed,  by  their 
daizllng  whiteness,  the  purest  Ivory ;  when,  replacing  the 
veil,  she  bowed  her  face  and  rode  in  sUence.  like  one  whose 
thoughts  were  abstracted  from  the  scene  around  her. 


CHAPTER   n 

Sol*,  soU,  wo  ha,  hok  gola  I 

Shakespeare. 

Whilb  one  of  the  lovely  beings  we  have  so  cursorUy 
presented  to  the  reader  was  thus  lost  in  thought,  the  other 
quickly  recovered  from  the  slight  alarm  which  induced  the 
«xdaraation,  and.  laughing  at  her  own  weakness,  she  In- 
quired playfuUy  of  the  youth  who  rode  by  her  side  • 

•  Are  such  spectres  frequent  in  the  woods,  Hey^iird. 
or  is  this  sight  an  especial  entertainment  ordered  in  ou^ 
behalf?  If  the  latter,  graUtude  must  close  our  mouths: 
but  if  the  former,  both  Cora  and  I  shaU  have  need  to  draw 
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»«litol[" 'Su  ^Dll '  ZT^  K  •"  ""T.  •»<•.  •««  tb. 
<m»?>k.  .  I^P''.  b«  may  b«  ■eoounted  •  b«ro."  n. 

Utite  J™J;?""'^''.I»  «»'*'«  to  .  tak^  b?TpMbb5 
««t.  .t  u»  «au»0i  ««!.  by  c««,«nc^^  ^ 

least  Of  all,  wUl  he  condescend  to  sneak  u  i,«J%i.  » 
demands  the  utmost  exercise  of  hh  d^JStv    Sn7h?*{  "'^ 
the  private  path  by  whlchw.  inf  /n^  ^*    ^*  5*  *^°P» ' 
at  hand."    *^  "*  "^^  ^°**="  we  are  io  journey  it  doubUess 

reac^'ilf!lwh'^'?e'?*yward  was  true.   When  they 
Sj^tfatXrd  ^.  in?'""*  '*r^'  P°^"»«  '"to  tS 
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..  «  ^'*'  ^'***  "****  y®"  '  "  "k^*^  th«  rductant  fair  one. 

U  we  journey  with  the  troops,  though  we  may  find  their 

presence  irksome,  shall  we  not  feel  better  assurance  of  our 

"  Being  UtUe  accustomed  to  the  pracUces  of  the  savages, 
Alice,  you  mistake  the  place  of  real  danger,"  said  Heyward. 
B  enemies  have  reached  the  portage  at  all,  a  thing  by 
no  means  probable,  as  our  scouU  are  abroad,  they  will 
surely  be  found  sWrUng  the  column,  where  scalps  abound 
the  most.  The  route  of  the  detachment  is  known,  while 
ours,  having  been  determined  witWn  the  hour,  must  stiU 
be  secret." 

"  Should  we  distrust  the  man,  because  his  manners  are 
not  our  manners,  and  that  his  skin  is  dark  ?  "  coldly  asked 
Cora. 

Alice  hesiUted  no  longer;  but  givtag  her  Narraganset 
a  smart  cut  of  the  whip,  she  was  the  first  to  dash  aside  the 
dight  branches  of  the  bushes,  and  to  foUow  the  runner  along 
the  dark  and  tangled  pathway.    'ITie  young  man  regarded 
the  last  speaker  in  open  admh-aUon,  and  even  permitted 
her  fairer,  though  certainly  not  more  beautiful,  companion, 
to  proceed  unattended,  while  he  sedulously  opened  a  way 
hfanself,  for  the  passage  of  her  who  has  been  called  Cora 
It  would  be  seen  that  the  domestics  had  been  previously 
instructed,  for  instead  of  penetrating  the  thicket,  they 
foUowed  the  route  of  the  column ;  a  measure,  which  Hey- 
ward stated,  had  been  dictated  by  the  sagacity  of  their 
guide,  in  order  to  diminish  the  marks  of  their  traD,  if,  haply, 
the  Canadian  savages  should  be  lurking  so  far  in  advance 
of  their  army.    For  many  minutes  the  intricacy  of  their 
route  admitted  of  no  further  dialogue ;   after  which  they 
emerged  from  the  broad  border  of  underbrush,  which  grew 
along  the  Une  of  the  highway,  and  entered  under  the  high 
but  dark,  arches  of  the  forest.    Here  theh-  progress  was  less 
interrupted ;  and  the  instant  their  guide  perceived  that  the 
females  could  command  their  steeds,  he  moved  on,  at  a 
pace  between  a  trot  and  a  walk,  and  at  a  rate  which  kept 
the  sure-footed  and  peculiar  animals  they  rode  at  a  fast  and 
yet  easy  amble.    The  youth  had  turned  to  speak  to  the 
dark-eyed  Cora,  when  the  distant  sounds  of  horses'  hoofs 
clattering  over  the  roots  of  the  broken  way  in  his  rear 
caused  him  to  check  his  charger ;   and  as  his  companions' 
drew  their  reins  at  the  same  instant,  the  whole  party  came 
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to  a  halt.  In  order  to  obtain  an  explanation  of  the  unlooked- 
for  interruption.  u"*w»ea 

In  a  few  moments  a  colt  was  seen  gUdins.  like  a  fallow 
deer  amongst  the  straight  trunks  of  the  ?ln«[!  aLd  iJ 
another  instMt,  the  person  of  the  ungahily  man  described 
in  the  preceding  chapter  came  into  view,  with  as  much 
Mjpidlty  as  he  could  excite  his  meagre  beast  to  end^. 
without  coming  to  an  open  rupture.  In  their  short  passage 
from  the  quarters  of  Webb  to  thefa-  attendants,  no  opoor- 
tunity  had  been  furnished  the  traveUers,  to  look  upoS^ihe 
I'^Tf^  who  now  approached  them.  If  he  possessed  the 
SioHp^  of  ^^0^1  wandering  eye,  when  exhibiUng  the 
glories  of  his  altitude  on  foot,  his  equestrian  craces  were 

^n'nV^f'''''^'''  NotwithstandS  aSStSa^pU^I! 
Uon  of  his  one-armed  heel  to  the  flanks  of  the  mare,  the 
most  conflrmed  gait  that  he  could  establish  was  a  CaktTr- 
bury  gallop  with  the  htad  legs,  to  which  those  more  om^d 
assteted  for  doubtful  moments,  though  generally  SnSo 

f™m°^/n?Ptf «  '''''  ''''''^^'  the  rapidity  oh^J^^g^ 
S  <»°\o/ there  paces  to  the  other  created  an  opU?al 
musion,  which  might  thus  magnify  the  poy-ers  of  the  beasH 
for  it  is  cerUta  that  Heyward,  who  possessed  a  true  eye 
for  the  merits  of  a  horse,  was  unable,  with  his  utmost  to- 

Trke^'hw  ^r'^'  ''^  "^*^"*  ''''  °'  movement  l2spu«u^r 
sTvX^armhrd!  "'"  ^"^  ""'  '°°^*^P'  -^^  •-»»  P- 

r.»mI?ifoS-"A?^  ^u"*  movements  of  the  rider  were  not  less 
remarkable  than  those  of  the  ridden.    At  each  change  to 

1^  ♦f^"?  1!   P^o^^'^i^g  ^  this  manner,  by  the  undue 

togs  of  his  stature,  as  baffled  every  conjecture  thatiSght 
be  made  as  to  his  character.    If  to  this  be  added  the  fact 
ii!  .S  *=°'i^!r«°'=«  0'  the  ex-parie  appUcaUon  of  the  spS 

r^pJ\  ^^^^^'^  aggrieved  flank  was  resolutely  todi- 
cated  by  unremitUng  flourishes  of  her  bushy  tail,  we  Si 
the  picture  of  both  horse  and  man. 

The  frown  which  had  gathered  around  the  handsome 
open,  and  manly  brow  of  Heyward  graduaUv  relied  ^h 

SSc^e'm^l't^"  *  ^^«'*  "^^- »^«^^^^ 

AUce  made  no  veiy  powerful  effort  to  control  her  merill 

ment;  and  even  the  dark,  thoughtful  «ye  of  Cora  l^S 
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with  a  humour  that,  It  would  seem,  the  habit  rather  than 
the  nature  of  Its  mistress  repressed. 

"  Seek  you  any  here  ?  "  demanded  Heyward,  when  the 
other  had  arrived  sufflcIenUy  nigh  to  abate  his  speed :  «•  1 
trust  you  are  no  messenger  of  evil  tidings." 

"Even  so,"  repUed  the  stranger,  making  diligent  use  of 
his  triangular  castor  to  produce  a  ch-culation  in  the  close 
atr  of  the  woods,  and  leaving  his  hearers  In  doubt  to  which 
of  the  young  man's  questions  he  responded  ;  when,  how- 
ever, he  had  cooled  his  face,  and  recovered  his  breath,  he 
continued :  "  I  hear  you  are  riding  to  WiUiam  Henry :  as 
I  am  joumeytag  thitherward  myself,  I  concluded  good  com- 
pany would  seem  consistent  to  the  wishes  of  both  parUes." 
"  The  division  of  voices  would  appear  to  be  unjusUy 
measured,"  returned  Heyward ;  "  we  are  three,  whilst  you 
have  no  one  to  consult  imt  yourself." 

"  Not  more  unjusUy  than  that  one  gallant  should  be 
chM-ged  with  the  care  and  keeping  of  two  youthful  ladies," 
said  the  other,  with  a  manner  divided  between  shnpUcily 
and  vulgar  repartee.  "  If,  however,  he  be  a  true  man  and 
they  true  women,  they  will  despite  each  other's  humour, 
and  come  over  to  his  opinion,  to  aU  matters  of  contradictory 
opinions ;  so  you  have  no  more  to  consult  than  1 1 " 

The  fair  maiden  dropped  her  laughing  eyes  to  the  bridle 
of  her  fflly,  and  the  slight  flush  on  her  cheek  deepened  to 
a  rich  bloom ;  while  the  globing  tints  of  her  companion's 
colour  altered  even  to  paleness,  as  she  slowly  rode  ahead, 
hke  one  ah-eady  tired  of  the  Interview. 

"  If  you  journey  to  the  lake,  you  have  mistaken  your 
route,  said  Heyward,  haughtily ;  "  the  highway  thither  is 
at  least  half-a-mlle  behind  you." 

.,..  "  ^^^^  ^'"  returned  the  stranger,  nothing  daunted  by 
this  cold  recepUon.  "  I  have  tarried  at '  Edward '  a  week 
and  I  should  be  dumb  not  to  have  toquired  the  road  I  was 
to  journey ;  and  if  dumb,  there  would  be  an  end  to  my 
calling."  After  sfanpering  In  a  small  way,  like  one  whose 
modesty  prohibited  a  more  open  expression  of  uis  admira- 
tion of  a  wItUcIsm  that  was  perfecUy  unintelligible  to  his 
hearers,  he  conttaued  with  becomtag  gravity :  "  It  is  not 
prudent  for  one  of  my  profession  to  be  too  famUiar  with 
those  he  has  to  instruct ;  for  which  reason,  I  follow  not  the 
Une  of  the  army ;  besides  which,  I  conclude  that  a  genUe- 
man  of  your  character  has  the  best  judgment  in  matters  of 
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wayfaring;   I  have  therefore  decided  to  Join  comnanv  in 

growing  anger,  or  to  laugh  aloud  In  the  othei^s  flee  '•  iS,? 
you  speak  of  InstrucUonrand  of  a  Drofesslon  *  «^*««  ' 
adjunct  to  the  provlncl^  corps  LTmaster 'ofThe^noblJ 
science  of  defence  and  offence  ?  or,  pe"Jap»,  you  ie  one 
rnfZZ:S:L^L'^^-'  ""^-  theUSc'eTex^rd! 

"O^SJfe'nt^T^l'^'T."  *^""^^"y'  »^*  answeSd :  " 

defen/:  iT^'  ^  ^°P®  **'^''*  *'  "O"**  ^o  either  party ;   of 
defeno,  I  make  none— by  God's  good  mercv  havlna\.nr« 
muted  no  palpable  sin  since  last  entreXg  Ws  SSdoX 
fnZ.  ^  "T^/ft^^d  "ot  your  allu  fens  about  Hnes  and 
angles ;   and  I  leave  expounding  for  those  who  h«vt  h! 
called  and  set  apart  for  that  holy  office     I S  claSi  to  nn 

nS;;  ^'J-^^  *  ^"^»  insight  Into  the  SorS^aS  o? 
petition  and  thanksgiving,  as  practised  In  plSy.^  °' 

The  man  Is,  most  manifestly,  a  disciple  of  Annii«  » 

cried  the  amused  Alice,  who  had  recoveredfrVm  her  m^om^A 

a  Mend  ndded  t.  our  strength  In  tlm°  „?l,td..'    °'"'  "' 
Think  you,  Alice,  that  I  would  trust  those  I  lov.  k„ 
this  secret  path,  did  I  hnaglne  such  need  coSS  Lpitn  ?  "'^ 
•Nay,  nay,  I  thtak  not  of  It  now   but  thi.  .tl 

^.  ™?T1.r'  "■"  «  "«  -hath  muic  to  hU VurZ 
us  not  churlishly  reject  his  comDanv  ■•    Sh.  nS-Vi"!' 

suaslvely  along  the  path  with  "e?Zing  whVwM.  ,ET 

iSj^^XtSledllii  — 
SeTlde  ^,  tort""'-  ""  ""  "  '™  "-"^  ™  •l^t 

«-arwrgrhZd"'rr'srgti'."— d.'i: 
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she  urged  her  Namganset  to  renew  her  amble.  "  Partial 
rdativea  have  almost  persuaded  me  that  I  am  not  enthrdy 
worthless  in  a  duet  myself ;  and  we  may  enliven  our  way- 
faring by  indulging  in  our  favourite  pursuit  It  might  be 
of  si^al  advantage  to  one  ignorant  as  I,  to  hear  the  opinions 
and  experience  of  a  master  in  the  art" 

"  It  is  refreshtaig,  both  to  the  sphrits  and  to  the  body,  to 
indulge  hi  psalmody,  in  befitting  seasons,"  returned  the 
master  of  song,  unhesitatingly  complying  with  her  intima- 
tion to  follow ;  "  and  nothing  would  relieve  the  mine  more 
than  such  a  consoling  communion.  But  four  parts  are 
altogether  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  melody.  You 
have  all  the  manifestations  of  a  soft  and  rich  treble ;  I  can, 
by  special  aid,  carry  a  full  tenor  to  the  highest  letter ;  but 
we  lack  counter  and  bass  I  Yon  officer  of  the  king,  who 
hesitated  to  admit  me  to  his  company,  might  fill  the  latter, 
if  one  may  Judge  from  the  intonations  of  his  voice  in  common 
dialogue." 

"  Judge  not  too  rashly,  from  hasty  and  deceptive  appear- 
ances," said  the  lady,  smiling ;  "  though  Major  Heyward 
can  assume  such  deep  tones  on  occasion,  believe  me,  his 
natural  tones  are  better  fitted  for  a  mellow  tenor  than  the 
bass  you  heard." 

"  Is  he  then  much  practised  in  the  art  of  psalmody  7  " 
demanded  her  simple  companion. 

Alice  fdt  disposed  to  laugh,  though  she  succeeded  in 
suppressing  the  sound  of  her  merriment  ere  she  answered : 

"  I  apprehend  that  he  is  rather  addicted  to  profane  song. 
The  turmoils  and  chances  of  a  soldier's  life  are  but  little 
fitted  for  the  encouragement  of  more  sober  inclinations." 

"  Man's  voice  is  given  to  him,  like  his  other  talents,  to 
be  used,  and  not  to  be  abused,"  said  Wt  companion. 
"  None  can  say  they  have  ever  known  mc  irglect  my  gifts  I 
I  am  thamcful  that,  though  my  boyhood  may  be  said  to 
have  been  set  apart,  like  the  youth  of  the  royal  David,  for 
the  purposes  of  music,  no  syllable  of  rude  verse  has  ever 
profaned  my  lips." 

"  You  have,  then,  limited  your  efforts  to  sacred  song  ?  " 

"  Even  so.  As  the  psalms  of  David  exceed  all  other 
language,  so  does  the  psalmody  that  has  been  fitted  to  them 
by  the  divines  and  sages  of  the  land,  surpass  all  vain  poetry. 
Happily,  I  may  say  that  I  utter  nothing  but  the  thoughts 
wid  the  wishes  of  the  King  of  Israel  hhuself ;  for  though 
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the  times  may  caU  for  some  slight  changes,  yet  does  Uiis 
verston.  which  we  use  in  the  colonies  of  iSW  EnSand  w 
much  exceed  aU  other  versions,  that,  by  lU  richnew 'lu 

nSr'^^'Srh  **;  'f."'"^  '*™P"'="y'  "  approicS^S'.  a^ 
near  as  may  be,  to  the  great  work  of  the  tospired  writer 

example  of  this  gifted  work.    'Tis  the  six-and-tr/entieth 
*1  ?"j  P^ulgated  nt  Boston,  Anno  Domini  1744  and  i. 

OM  ^^H  M^'/'?"'''  "^''""»'  ^^  Splritu^Tson^'M  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  faithfuUy  translated  toto  English 

tot?bn«  inJ  Si*'  ?**"*«««°°'  "><»  Com'ort  of  the  sffi 
in  Public  and  Private,  especiaUy  In  New  England.'  " 

During  this  euloglum  on  the  rare  producUon  of  his 
native  poets  the  stranger  had  drawn  the  boofcfrom  hto 
So«*l'  !?**  ^'^Il^u*  P^  *»'  iron-rimmed  spectadS  S  Z 
suited  to  Itr?:c;iVn^*  volume  with  a  ca«Ld  v.?eraUon 
suited  to  lU  sacred  purposes.  Then,  without  drcumlocuUon 
or  apology,  first  pronoundng  the  magical  word  "  StoSSsh  " 
and  placing  the  unknown  engine  alfeadyTJscribeSTto  hfa 

f^r^^'^K™  ''^^''^  *•*  ^*^  «  »»*8h,  shriU  sound;  that  was 
foUowed  by  an  octave  below,  f-om  his  own  voice  he  cZ 
menced  singtag  the  following  words?  to  fuU    swee?  Td 
melodious  tones,  that  set  the  music,  toTprtiy^Tnde^n 
the  uneasy  motion  of  his  ill-trained  beast  at  deflaSce* 

"Howffooditis,  Oaw. 

And  how  it  pleaseth  well. 
Together,  e'en  in  unity. 

For  brethren  so  to  dwell 
It's  like  the  choice  ointment. 

Prom  head  to  the  beard  did  go  • 
D^  Aaron's  beard,  that  downwar '  went. 

His  garment's  skirts  unto." 

The  delivery  of  these  skUful  rhyme       iS  aronmT,««i-^ 

ZmV''','  ''^!'l  ''''''^'''  ^y  •  '«S3L  rise  anTf^P^^ht' 
right  hand,  which  terminated  at  tlTe  descent  bvinfT«^«« 
the  fingers  to  dweU  a  moment  on  theTwves  of  i«  f»«! 
volume ;  and  on  the  ascent,  by  luchTnluL^J^^ 
member  as  none  but  the  taitiaed  may  ever  hone  to  iiJLt  ' 
It  would  seem  that  long  practice  had  rendp«.7!i,°  ^*®; 
accompaniment  necessarv  •   ftlr  u  h-h  **  *^''  ™*°"^ 
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Such  an  innovation  on  the  silence  and  retirement  of  the 
forest  could  not  fail  to  enlist  the  ears  of  those  who  Journeyed 
at  so  short  a  distance  in  advance.  The  Indian  muttered  a 
few  words  in  broken  En^ish  to  Heyward,  who,  fai  his  turn, 
spoke  to  the  stranger ;  at  once  interrupting,  and,  for  the 
time,  dosbig  his  musical  efforts. 

"Though  we  are  not  in  danger,  common  prudence 
would  teach  us  to  Journey  through  this  wilderness  in  as 
quiet  a  manner  as  is  convenient  You  will,  then,  pardon 
me,  Alice,  should  I  diminish  your  enjoyments  for  a  time, 
by  requesting  this  gentleman  to  postpone  his  chant  until 
a  safer  opportunity." 

"  You  will  dhninish  them,  indeed,"  returned  the  arch 
maiden,  "  for  never  did  I  hear  a  more  unworthy  conjunc- 
tion of  execution  and  language  than  that  to  which  I  have 
been  listening;  and  I  was  far  gone  in  a  learned  inquhy 
into  the  causes  of  such  an  unfitness  between  sound  and 
sense,  when  you  broke  the  charm  of  my  musings  by  that 
bass  of  yours,  Duncan  I  " 

"  I  know  not  what  you  call  my  bass,"  said  Heyward, 
evidenUy  piqued  at  her  remark,  "  but  I  know  that  your 
safety,  and  that  of  Cora,  is  far  dearer  to  me  than  could  be 
any  orchestra  of  Handel's  music."  He  paused,  and  turned 
his  head  quickly  towards  a  thicket,  and  then  bent  his  eyes 
suspiciously  on  their  guide,  who  continued  his  steady  pace 
in  undisturbed  gravity.  The  young  man  smiled  contemptu- 
ously to  himself,  as  he  believed  he  had  mistaken  some  shin- 
ing berry  of  the  woods  for  the  glistening  eyeballs  of  a  prowl- 
ing savage ;  and  he  rode  forward,  continuing  the  conver- 
sation which  had  been  thus  interrupted  by  the  passing 
thought. 

Major  Hejrward  was  mistaken  only  in  suffering  his  youth- 
ful and  generous  pride  to  suppress  for  a  single  moment  his 
active  watchfulness.  The  cavalcade  had  not  long  passed, 
before  the  branches  of  the  bushes  that  formed  the  thicket 
were  cautiously  moved  asunder,  and  a  human  visage,  as 
fiercely  wUd  as  savage  art  and  unbridled  passions  could 
make  It,  peered  out  on  the  retiring  footsteps  of  the  travellers. 
A  gleam  of  exultation  shot  across  the  darkly  painted  linea- 
ments of  the  inhabitant  of  the  forest,  as  he  traced  the  route 
of  his  intended  victims,  who  rode  unconsciously  onward ; 
the  light  and  graceful  forms  of  the  females,  waving  among 
the  trees  in  the  curvatures  of  their  path,  followed  at  each 
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?w  ,**^  ""•  '^'^}y^^«^^  o'  Heyward,  nnta  flnany  the 
shapelesi  person  of  the  singing  master  was  concealed  behind 
the  numberless  trunks  of  trees  that  rose  in  dark  Unes  in 
the  intermediate  space. 
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CHAPTER   HI 

Bafore  these  fielda  were  thoni  and  tilled. 

FuU  to  the  brim  onr  rivera  flowed: 
The  melody  of  waters  filled 

ne  fresh  and  bonndless  wood  ; 
And  twrents  dashed,  and  rimlets  played. 
And  fountains  spouted  in  the  shade. 

BryatO. 
cnn,^!^^''***"'*  unsuspecting  Heyward  and  his  conflding 

SH^°"if  J°  ^T^''^  '^  ^^P«'  *°t°  «  'orest  that  con? 
ta ined  such  treacherous  inmates,  we  must  use  an  author's 
pri^Jlege  and  shift  the  scene  a  few  miles  to  the  westwSd 
of  the  place  where  we  had  last  seen  them.  ^«s^^a'«' 

#»..  K    ^       ?*^'  ^"^^  "«°  "^8^^  »>•  observed  lingerinc  on 

journey  of  the  encampment  of  Webb,  like  those  who  awaited 
the  appearance  of  an  absent  person,  or  the  approach  of 
some  expected  event  The  vast  canopy  of  w3s  spread 
itscW  to  the  margin  of  the  river,  overhaS^ng  the  wate?  and 
shadowing  its  dark  glassy  current  with  a  deeper  Tue     ?Se 

Intense  heat  of  the  day  was  lessened,  as  the  cooler  vapours 
of  the  springs  and  fountains  rose  above  their  leafy  beds 
thlh*'''^*"  li^  atmosphere.    Still  that  breathinTsifence 
which  marks  the  drowsy  sultriness  of  an  AmericL  land 
scape  in  July  pervaded  the  secluded  spot,  inS^upt^d  oSfj 

\^L?  ?  f  "^^v^'^g  woodpecker,  the  discordant  cry  of 

irr^^t  ix'air  "^"^«  °"  ^^*  -  '-^  ^^  <^"" -- 

These  feeble  and  broken  sounds  were,  however    too 

Stteres«ni°"^lr  '°,  '^^^  ^^'^^  attentioTS  'Z 
^«!  r,l«"«""«  matter  of  their  dialogue.  WhUe  one  ol 
these  loiterers  showed  the  red  skin  and^d  accoutremLu 


»  THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

m-fJ**^  ^*J^*  V^'  "*•  •"»«  exhibited,  through  th« 
S!r-h  i^*?  !"**  ^'^y  •■'^«*  •qulpm.iiu,  tb«  brighter 
mlahf  cKS:**T*  and  long-faded  complexion  of  one  who 
might  claim  descent  from  a  European  parentam.  The 
former  was  leated  on  the  end  of  a  mossy  loa  taa  noitur! 
that  permitted  him  to  heighten  thTe^ect  *of  hi  ?2ie3 
language,  by  the  calm  but  expressive  gestures  of  an  Indian 
engaged  in  d^ate.    HI.  body,  which  was  nearly  naked^ 

K^!?#*  K^f^''  "PS*",  *'  '***^'  '*'*^n  tn  Intermingled 
j£?cr«^'«T?"\";**  *?***•  ^  ^*»»*^y  '^^-^^d  head-on 
S  Snffnfi  *'  ^^  "**"."*•  weU-known  and  chivalrous 
JS^^A  A."^  preserved,  was  without  ornament  of  any 
!^.  'J^?  ^'  exception  of  a  soUtary  eagle's  plume,  that 
crossed  his  crown  and  depended  over  the  left  shoulder.  A 
i«'!;!?S!J,'"**  »5!;P»"«:kn««.  of  English  manufacture,  were 

•wii  ^  '  .T'^^l  V^'*''  ""*'"y  ^^*  o'  «»at  sort  with 
which  the  policy  of  the  whites  armed  their  savage  aUIes 
Uy  carelessly  across  his  bare  and  sinewy  knee.  The  ex- 
panded chest,  full-formed  Itaibs,  and  grave  countenance  of 
thta  warrior,  would  denote  that  he  had  reached  the  vigour 
of  his  days,  though  no  symptoms  of  decay  appeared  to  have 
yet  weakened  his  manhood. 

The  frame  of  the  white  man.  Judging  by  such  parts  as 
were  not  concealed  by  his  clothes,  was  like  that  of  one  who 
bad  known  hardships  and  exertion  from  his  earliest  youth. 
His  pwson,  though  muscular,  was  rather  attenuated  than 
full ;  but  every  nerve  and  muscle  appeared  strung  and  In- 
durated by  unremitting  exposure  and  toU.     He  wore  a 
hunting  shirt  of  forest-green,  fringed  with  faded  yellow,  and 
a  summer  cap  of  skins,  which  had  been  shorn  of  their  fur. 
He  also  bore  a  knife  in  a  girdle  of  wampum,  like  that  which 
confined  the  scanty  garments  of  the  Indian,  but  no  toma- 
hawk.  His  moccasins  were  ornamented  after  the  gay  fashion 
of  the  natives,  while  the  only  part  of  his  under-dress  which 
appeared  below  the  hunting  frock  was  a  pair  of  buckskin 
leggings,  that  laced  at  the  sides  and  were  gartered  above 
the  knees  with  the  sinews  of  a  deer.    A  pouch  and  horn 
completed  his  personal  accoutrements,  though  a  rifle  of  a 
great  length,  which  the  theory  of  the  more  ingenious  whites 
had  taught  them  was  the  most  dangerous  of  all  firearms, 
leaned  against  a  neighbouring  sapling.     The  eye  of  the 
hunter,  or  scout,  whichever  he  might  be,  was  small,  quick, 
keen,  and  resUess,  roving  whUe  he  spoke  on  every  side  of 
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blm,  at  If  In  qnest  of  game,  or  dlttnutlng  the  sudden  m. 

■ymptome  of  habitual  luspldon,  hit  eounUnanee  wa«  iSi 
only  without  guUe.  but  at  the  moment  at  whlS^?e  ll  ta£? 
duced  wa.  charged  with  an  expre«Ion  S  iSy  honert^ 
"Even  your  tradlUont  make  the  case  to  my  fSr 

S?^"2^n  !^"  ^f^^'  •p^*"* »» thn;n^.7hiS»  ;^' 

Sf T.«  ♦?*  «*  !?*"''••  ^*»°  "»"»«^y  tobabltJd  the  wun^ 
Sf!r!>"  '^«  ""<»«on  •«<»  the  Potomack,  and  of  wWch  wJ 
shaU  give  a  free  translation  for  the  beniflt  of  thrread  J* 
endeavouring  at  the  same  Ume  to  preserve  lom/nf  Si 

J^To^faS'  '°"*  **',"^'  i»<iividu.l^.Sr7th':"«jia?e* 

riv^J^oilVThr"'  "*";  ?•  "*""«  ~°'  <«>"«»  tS  wi 

HT;.^  ^     the  people  of  the  country,  and  took  the  hmd  • 

salt  lake,  and  did  thefa-  work  much  after  the  fashion  that 
had  been  set  them  by  yours ;  then  let  God  judge  toemattei 
**"1?  yV"^  ''**"*^  »P"«  their  words  I  "' 
f »..  TnS  !"  '?"8^'  '^"^  t*»«  naked  red  man  I "  returned 
the  Indian,  sternly,  hi  the  same  language.    "  I,  thl^Tno 

With  the  stone  hatchet  or  wooden  ^n? "        '         ""'^ 

self  oi^r"n^*  Pf'^"?*^^"^  n^""  on«  who  vaunts  hfan- 
have  on  iL?h  '^  PrivDiges.  though  the  worst  en«nri 
have  on  earth,  and  he  Is  an  Iroquois,  daren't  deny  SS  I 


Ij 


sa 
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•m  genuine  white/'  the  scout.  repUed,  survevinfl.  with  i^i^* 

of  which,  ae  an  honest  man.  I  can't  approve.  It  Is  one  of 
their  customs  to  wriU  In  hooks  what  thJi  h.v- a!*!^  i 
.een  Instead  of  telling  theTto  the?r  Ula?e.^^^^^^^^^ 

w.  w^,5!^  ^  ""  **'•  comrades  to  witness  for  the  truth  of 
bis  words.  In  consequence  of  this  bad  fashion  •  Vmm  .si 
I.  too  consclenuous  to  misspend  hta  diysSni„g\he^^^^^^ 
In  learning  the  names  of  the  black  miirmay  nev«  hel 
of  the  deeds  of  his  fathers,  nor  feel  a  prld"ta  sW^S  t^ 
outdo  them.  For  myself.  I  conclude  all  the  Bm^ inM^LS 
•hoot ;  for  I  have  a  natural  turn  with  a  rUle  wwS  «„.» 

o'uThn,r  ^^•"^•^/o^  from  SeneTaUo;  to  gen'i'^Ltri 
our  holy  commandments  teU  us,  aU  good  and  evU  rift.  «~ 
bestowed;   though  I  should  be  loath  to  Sswe^  fS  «tSI! 

sr/!r,k%r(ir.L:i'-  ^^'r-^^^o^'sTti^sS^ 

Sst  met  7  •' '  ^^"S^'^SOoJ^'  ^^at  passed  when  our  fatheri 
A  silence  of  a  mtaute  succeeded,  during  which  the  Tnfifnn 

menSd  VistnefT,  "'iill^'^""^  °'  hVofflU'L'"com- 
J1!Jk»  .!  *'^®'  **^*'  ^^*»  «  solemnity  that  served  to 
heighten  its  appearance  of  truth. 

.Ti     ^i*l*"'  Hawk-eye,  and  your  ears  shall  drink  no  lie«     i 

?iy«»:.    ^      ™  ■■"""'«>«  "Ingle  Instant,  and  bendlna  a    i 
cautious  glance  towanU  his  companion,  he  contCVrtin  I    i 

ST"  SotZ  IS'""?  ""«''»  taU-8-UontlS'';^.,'    ' 
won .      Does  not  this  stream  at  our  feet  run  toward,  th-    i 

IIJZ^'V^'"  "•  "'""  «""  »"•  «"•  tS  c^«  iS.«    j 
h»fk  S  ""''*  *.!  ''*°"*  *■"*  y""  traditions  teU  you  true  In 

^^i  X^ZT.^fA'^""^  Why  water,  ,wS  ?,  1° 
«weei  m  me  shade,  should  become  bitter  In  thp  «iin  i»  «., 
alteration  for  which  I  have  never  been  able  t^aco^^ 
«  ♦  ^l"}  "'^  current!"  demanded  the  Indian  who  ex 
?X^  »^V«Ply  with  that  sort  of  interest  tSa^'man  feels" 
wh  1.  h^  ™^V°?  °'  t^stimonj,  at  which  he  ma"els  even 
Si  lied  ,'''''''''  "'  ""^''  '"'*^^"  «'  Chlngachgook  have 
**  The  Holy  Bible  Is  not  more  true,  and  that  is  the  truest 
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SJa^taTSSig^i;  ^Srji'"'*^-?  ««-t  "»•  tide. 

hour,  the  wiSf  iS  in  iJf.S'hiSl^r*  •~»«»»-  ^^ 
the  reuon  It  this :  When  S^i  u  m  ?  "^^^  ™»  <»»*•  •»<» 
than  in  the  river  it  nin.1«  .,«!Sri*  y^***'  ^"t"  «»  the  sea 

•nd  then  it^'iuJ^-S  "  ''•'  ••**  "^  **•  **'«^««*^ 

.U^tching  the  U^V^m'^iZiZ^  !?•  ??.""• 
they  run  no  more."  ""'"^y  "erore  him,     and  then 

"  No  honest  man  will  denv  it  •»  ..m  #1.- 
aetUed  at  the  hnplled  distraJt  «f  ^  "*?  •*'°"*'  •  "'"« 
mysteiy  of  the  Ud^-"^i^j!y:u^f^^''''^^i<>^  of  the 
jmaU  Sale,  and  wtfe^c  th'JlaLdT L^eT*  It"?'  ^fj»^« 
depends  on  what  scale  you  look  at  thfno.  m*""*"^*^*"* 
«maU  scale  the  'arth  is  level  hutL*?^  ^°'^'  °»  "»• 
round.  In  this  maimer  pooh  wdL^H.^^^  i"«'  "'^^^  "  ^ 
fiesh  water  lakes,  may  be  «LJ.J^»nf  ^* '  *"**  •^•"  **»«  S^^t 
they  are,  havingiSli'thrm'fC'ih'Jn'eou"^^^^^^^     '"^!r 

rrrh:;rn?;?s^on^?:i^fe^^^^^^^^^^ 

as  wei  expect7he  SvTto  ?ie  :  ,n  «'  ^.S^'^J  Y°"  °^8»»t 
black  rocks  a  mile  above  us  tho  ,iS  °"  """  **^  °'  t^Se 
that  it  is  tumbUng  oJIr  thm  .Jthri^Iri^  *""  ''"^  ^^^ 

U  unsatisfied  by  the  nEnnd    A*."^  moment  I  " 
Indian  was  far  too  drXrt^bL^^M*^™?"^^"'  «»« 
listened  like  one  who  wm  convin.55''^^.^  VLhbmet.    He 
ratiye  hi  his  fonnTr  so^^mn  mln'S"'  *"'  '"'^•^  ^  "«■ 

over  ^at'SsThe"?:  tttuff^r  *?.*  '""  **  ^^^  «*  "^^^^t. 
the  big  river.    Tl,rr7we  fo!,aht  S°*A,V?^*'  ""*"  ^«  "ached 
was  red  with  theSr  blo^d     FroL^L'^'^r*  '5  *^«  ««>"»d 
to  the  shores  of  the  s^t  lak^Lr«^^^'  °'  '^»  ^*«  '^^c' 
The  Maquas  followed  at  a  d'karS^    w   "°."f  *°  ™««t  us. 
should  be  ours  from  the  place  where  t?^'  '^  "*  *^'  """"^^ 
longer  on  this  stream   to  IrLlf     *^®  ^^'®'  ™ns  «P  no 
wards  the  summer     The  l«ni'  'r?*^  *""*'  Journey  t J- 
we  kept  like  mTn     We  d^e  the  m^  '^'°  ^"^  ^'^^^^ 
with  the  bears  Tthey  oiSv  t«  JJh  ^'f*^""  *"'°  the  woods 
drew  no  fish  Tom  the  ^eal Uf  we?h    ^?"  "'^^ '   ^^«y 
"  All  this  I  have  hSJd  i^  bXe  "  sIiJtT  ''l?^"^'-" 
obserytog  that  the  Indian  Xed  —  but  ,1  i  '  i''^""  ™^°' 
the  English  came  tato  the  count^.-        "  ""^^  ^°°«  *'«'°« 
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Th!/I!  Ji^'*?*  '^'^  •*"•  '"»*»"«  "■  •P«k«  no  English. 

H-wiSr?'Ti  ^«  "*!  !***  "*"  •">"»<"  «»«»•  Then, 
Sr  nJiS^S  nS^hf""?"*!?'  betraying  his  deep  emotion  onlj^ 

mmS-i"  ?.?L*^  language,  as  spoken  at  times,  so  very 
^^^ '  ^VUl  "•^*''«y«.  ^«  were  one  people,  and  we 
r™  **•!??:  ^*  "*'  *•*•  ««^«  «  »t«  fl»hVthe  wood  Us 
deer,  and  the  air  lU  birds.    We  took  wlvei  who  bow  us 

J?f  IS"" '  ^  worshipped  the  Great  Spirit ;  and  we  kept 

«  iH;!"  5?'**"'' J?v'.  •*""**  *'  *»"  «»»«•  o'  triumph  I '' 
Know  you  anything  of  your  own  famfly.  at  that 

f^«  n2S;?l'H**^%^''"'-  "B"tyouareaV.t«an 
for  an  Indian  I  and,  as  I  suppose  you  hold  their  gifts,  your 

S^S^unTflrJ:^'  '*"  '"^"  "^^"'  -"^  ^"  »«-  •* 
n.fi'!r]I*"J??*T  **  ****  grandfather  of  naUons,"  said  the 

!«5  ?y  !*"•'  ^***"  "  "*"»'  '^y  'o'  «ver.  The  Dutch 
.^f??;.*!!  *""•  "?  P~P*'  ^«  flre-water;  they  drank 
y  *«  S^'i**""*"'  ■"**  **»•  •■rth  seemed  to  meet,  and  they 

th^  parted  with  theh-  land.    Foot  by  foot  they  were  driven 
back  from  the  shores,  untU  I,  that  am  a  chief  and  a  Saga" 
more,  have  never  seen  the  sun  shine  tut  i.m  c»ugh  the  trees 
and  have  never  visited  the  graves  of  my  fathen."  ' 

Graves  bring  solemn  feelings  over  the  mind,"  returned 
the  scout,  a  good  deal  touched  at  the  cahn  suffering  of  his 
companion,  "  and  often  aid  a  man  In  hi,  good  Intenttons! 

t-h^ i^^!^  ^rwlTera^To^rnSVr  rr  tilS 

:r^°  s£L%i?"  *-  ^*  ^«^--  --'^  -  -n? 

"Where  are  the  blossoms  of  those  summers ?    Fallen 

to  the  land  of  spirits.    I  am  on  the  hUl-top,  and  must  co 

rteps,  there  win  no  longer  be  any  of  the  blood  of  the  Saga- 
mores,  for  my  boy  Is  the  last  of  the  Mohicans." 

-.,♦♦      ,  ?*  **  *"*"'"  ^^  °"o**»«'  vo«<».  to  the  same  soft, 
guttural  tones,  near  his  elbow;  "  who  wishes  Uncas  t^ 
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hto  rWe,  at  this  rnddnlnt^^H'^  ^i^  *»•»<»  towtrds 

of  the  rapid  strW^  m?'     ?  '^'^  *»^«^  on  tlia  bimk 

••veral  mtouta..  each  iSStai"^^!  ?;  ?!  "^^^  «»v«i,  for 
he  might  tpeak  witSu?KSr?n!^.^'  «»•  moment  when 
chfldlshlmpaUenceT  -Se  whilim  •  ^0"»«W»  curiority  or 
from  their  Su.tomT  -S  rJSjiKi^!?!!*"  "^^  «>»»•*' 
he  also  remained  lUent  and^rv.3*  i!  f~*P  *>'  "^«  rtfl«. 
«ook  turned  hl«  eyw  doX  t^^  t  ^*  '""^^  Chtagach- 
"  Do  the  MaS«  dSe  to  iIv?.H  ^  '2"'  *"**  demanded  : 
•In.  In  these  wSdi  ?  '^^      '*•''•  "*•  P'*«*  »'  their  mocca^ 

.aid  S'whrSaTwrrw^e  irfP  ' " 

the  manner  of  hi.  <im?Son.  "^^^"k"*''^:*^'  •**«' 
Montcalm,  will  send  hii  sSle?  i*„m  ?*"'  '^^'^  Frenchman, 
WIU  know  What  road  we  t^vel"'*  **"  "'"^  ""P'  »»«»  he 

;owari^hrx^sJr'ls^^^^^  i"^«  ^^  ^^ 

from  their  bushes.  Hawk^e  S  n?^»*l'  **'*^*»  "^e  deer 
the  Maquas  that  we  J^mTn't^mo'ri^w  '°""'^''  "*'*  -^"^ 
jeout!  "^bS r4\^i;;  ^^Z\l^±^rr  rep^ed  the 

oru?;?eturd',v:5u're^^^^^^ 

anUers  I  have  seen  thJ,  .?o.'  *"  **  *  P^^""  of  the  blgcest 
the  hlU  I  CwrUnc«  "  h.T'  h^''^"*  *»»«  '>"»hes  below 
jnd  Uughing  wlth'^rktad'o'f  rwa%"^' t%r-^^^^^^^^ 
had  leamt  to  be  watchful,  "  I  wuf  hff  '  ?"  °°*  ^^^ 
times  fuU  of  powder,  ag^nst  aToi  n,  "^  *'**"^^'  '»»^«« 
take  him  atwixt  the  eyji  and  L  '  ?'  wampum,  that  I 
the  left."  ^'^'  ^'^  *»««-«  to  the  right  than  to 

It  cannot  ba  i  "  matA  «t. 

his  feet  with  youthful  eage™:.s'''""ln'^'^"^^^^  to 

horns  are  hid  |  "  "semess ,      aU  but  the  tips  of  his 


36 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


"  He's  a  boy,"  said  the  white  man,  shakbig  his  head 
whfle  he  spoke,  and  addressing  the  father.  "  Does  he  think 
when  a  hunter  sees  a  part  of  the  creatur,  be  can't  tell  where 
the  rest  of  hhn  should  be  ?  " 

Adjusting  his  rifle,  he  was  about  to  make  an  exhibition 
of  that  skill  on  which  he  so  much  valued  htanself ,  when  the 
warrior  struck  up  the  piece  with  his  hand,  saying : 
"  Hawk-eye  I  will  you  flght  the  Maquas  ?  " 
"  These  Indians  know  the  nature  of  the  woods,  as  It 
might  be  by  hisUnct  I "  returned  the  scout,  dropping  his 
rifle,  and  turning  away  like  a  man  who  was  convinced  of 
his  error.    "  I  must  leave  the  buck  to  your  arrow,  Uncas, 
or  we  may  kill  a  deer  for  them  thieves,  the  Iroquois,  to  eat." 
The  instant  the  father  seconded  this  bitimation,  by  an 
expressive  gesture  of  the  hand,  Uncas  threw  htanself  on  the 
ground,  and  approached  the  anhnal  with  wary  movements. 
When  withtai  a  few  yards  of  the  cover,  he  fitted  an  arrow 
to  his  bow  with  the  utmost  care,  whUe  the  antlers  moved, 
as  if  their  owner  snuffed  an  enemy  in  the  tainted  air.    In 
another  moment  the  twang  of  the  bow  was  heard,  a  white 
streak  was  seen  glanctaig  tato  the  bushes,  and  the  wounded 
buck  plunged  from  the  cover,  to  the  very  feet  of  his  hidden 
enemy.— Avoiding  the  horns  of  the  infuriated  anim.U,  Uncas 
darted  to  his  side,  and  passed  the  knife  across  his  throat, 
when,  bounding  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  it  feU,  dyetaig  the 
water  with  its  blood  to  a  great  distance. 

"  'Twas  done  with  Indian  skiU,"  said  the  scout,  laugh- 
ing taiwardly,  but  with  vast  satisfaction ;  and  was  a  pretty 
sight  to  behold  1  Though  an  arrow  is  a  near  shot,  and  needs 
a  knife  to  finish  the  work." 

"  Hugh  I  "  ejaculated  his  companion,  turning  quickly, 
like  a  hound  who  scented  his  game. 

"  By  the  Lord,  there  is  a  drove  of  them  I "  exdahned 
the  hunting  scout,  whose  eyes  began  to  glisten  with  the 
ardour  of  his  usual  occupation  ;  "  if  they  come  within  range 
of  a  buUet,  I  will  drop  one,  though  the  whole  Six  Nations 
should  be  lurking  withtai  sound  I  What  do  you  hear,  Chtai- 
gachgook  ?   for  to  my  ears  the  woods  are  dumb." 

"  There  is  but  one  deer,  and  he  is  dead,"  said  the  Indian, 
bendtaig  his  body  till  his  ear  nearly  touched  the  earth. 
•*  I  hear  the  sounds  of  feet  I  " 

"  Perhaps  the  wolves  have  driven  that  buck  to  shelter, 
and  are  following  in  his  trail." 
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#K.'l!?*    *"*«  ^0"«»  0'  white  men  are  comlnff  "  retnmi^ 

I  hem  the  .ouno    of  m™  or  s...?'  ..?^  "°«hliig,  nor  do 
Indian  rtiouId«n.;f.™"T.t^!f^'?  """«'  *»*  «»" 

Sei;!:^«irf  *'^""""*"»«'™'  G.dk.epSe.i'L. 


Nl 


CHAPTER  IV 

Wen  go  thy  way :  thou  ahalt  not  from  thli  gny 
TiU  I  torment  thee  for  this  injury.  *^ 

if  ianMnmer  2irv»<'#  ZVeom. 

th.Tfo^^''°^?lJ'®"  »**"  *"  "»«  roouth  Of  the  scout  when 

^r  S»  ?-  =?--« 

DasTace  of  ?Si  S  P  *^'  ^"''J  ^'  *^°^«  "^«^«  by  the  periodS 
passage  of  the  deer,  wound  through  a  litUe  den  at  no  or-TJ 
distance,  and  struck  the  river  at  the  pS  where  th«whu 

his  right  hand  on  the  trigger,  though  he  aloidedTapnea?' 

^!^blTZ"J^  ''''  act.--'.  Who  comes  hiSiS,  Sni 
,r«  „    *"**  dangers  of  the  wilderness  ?  "  * 

the  lS^^Zutl^f'\^^  '•^*'"^"  *°  *»»«  »«w  and  to 
we  ung.    returned  he  who  rode  foremost  of  the  party 
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Men  who  have  Journeyed  since  the  rising  sun,  In  the  shades 
of  this  forest,  without  nourishment,  and  are  sadly  tired  of 
their  wajrfarlng." 

"  You  are  then,  lost,"  Interrupted  the  hunter,  "  and 
have  found  how  helpless  'tis  not  to  know  whether  to  take 
the  right  hand  or  the  k  n  ?  " 

"  Even  so ;  sucktog  >  bes  are  not  more  dependent  on 
those  who  guide  them  than  we  who  are  of  larger  growth 
Md  who  may  now  be  said  to  possess  the  statut«  without 
the  knowledge  of  men.    Know  you  the  distance  to  a  post 
^f  the  crown  called  William  Henry  ?  " 

"  Hoot  I "  shouted  the  scout,  who  did  not  spare  his  open 
laughter,  though,  InstanUy  checking  the  dangerous  sounds, 
he  indulged  his  merriment  at  less  risk  of  being  overheard 
by  any  lurking  enemies.  "  You  are  as  much  off  the  scent 
as  a  hound  would  be,  with  Horican  atwixt  Wm  and  the 
deer  I  William  Henry,  man  I  If  you  are  friends  to  the  king, 
and  have  bushiess  with  the  army,  your  better  way  would 
be  to  follow  the  river  down  to  Edward,  and  lay  the  matter 
before  Webb,  who  tarries  tuere,  Instead  of  pushing  into  the 
defiles,  and  driving  this  saucy  Frenchman  back  across 
€hamplain,  Into  his  den  again." 

Before  the  stranger  could  make  any  reply  to  this  unex- 
pected proposIUon,  another  horseman  dashed  the  bushes 
aside,  and  leaped  his  charger  into  the  pathway  In  front  of 
bis  companion. 

"  What,  then,  may  be  our  distance  from  Port  Edward  ?  " 
demanded  a  new  speaker ;   "  the  place  you  advise  us  to 

*!*?«.  ^f  I®'* '^  morning,  and  our  destinaUon  is  the  head 
of  the  lake." 

"  Then  you  must  have  lost  your  eyesight  afore  losinc 
your  way ;  for  the  road  across  the  portage  is  cut  to  a  good 
two  rods,  and  Is  as  grand  a  path,  I  calculate,  as  any  that 
runs  into  London,  or  even  before  the  palace  of  the  klnc 
blmself."  * 

"  We  win  not  dispute  concerning  the  exceDence  of  the 
?!?fT'*  I**"™«d  Heyward,  smiling,  for  as  the  reader  has 
anticipated,  It  was  he.  "  It  is  enough,  for  the  present,  that 
we  trusted  to  an  Indian  guide  to  take  us  by  a  nearer,  though 
blinder,  path,  and  that  we  are  deceived  in  his  knowledge. 
In  plain  words,  we  know  not  where  we  are." 

hi.  u^  ?**K«  *°?*  *°."**  ^°°*^»  '  "  *«*^  *he  scout,  shaking 
his  head  doubtingly ;  "  when  the  sun  Is  scorching  the  tree 
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l^i.*?^  ""*  watercourses  are  full ;  when  the  moss  on  every 
bj^h  he  sees  wffl  tell  htan  in  which  quarter  the  north^S 
wm  shine  at  night  I   The  woods  are  full  of  deer  pathVwhich 

ioSv?  Sf  ''f^''^^  "«*«.  places  weU  kno^to  eve^^ 
body ;  nor  have  the  geese  done  theh-  flicht  to  the  ranoJ. 

l^Jt^Tt^J^H^^H"'    'Tis  strange  that  SriidVan^'slo'^^^^^^^ 

Mohawk?"        ""  ""^  "*•  ^"^^  ^  *^*  '^^^  '    I»  »»«  a 

thinJr^u  kL^*^^'  "'^^^^^  *'®  **  *^°P*«<*  ^  that  tribe ;  I 
thtak  his  birthplace  was  farther  north,  and  he  is  one  of 
those  you  call  a  Huron."  °' 

"Hugh  I  "  exclaimed  the  two  companions  of  the  scout 
who  had  conttoued.  untU  this  part  of  the  dialogue/seTd 
immovable,  and  apparenUy  indifferent  to  what  passeTbut 
th«t  h°  H  'P^"«  ;°  ^'^  '*^«*  ^^^  ^  a<^«vity  andTtmst 
sSSr£;  "^  ^°"'"  '***  ^'"^  °'  "^^^  reserve  by 

,h«ki;?l,M"^"i'!  repeated  the  sturdy  scout,  once  more 

nof  in^  *f  *"u  P'"  ^'*™^*  5  ^^«y  "«  a  thievish  race! 
nor  do  I  care  by  whom  they  are  adopted ;  you  can  n^er 
make  anything  of  them  but  skulks  ai,d  vagabonds  S 
you  trusted  yourself  to  the  care  of  one  of  that  nation  I 
only  wonder  that  you  have  not  faUen  In  ^th  mo«  •'  '  ^ 
Of  that  there  is  litUe  danger,  since  William  Henrv  Is 
rurTL"?*'*""  ^'•""^  You  forget  that  I  h^etol^oS 
f o"  ef  2  Wenl  '^"''  ^'  ^^^^  ^«  ^^^  -^^^  -' 

a  Mmgo.  returned  the  other,  positively.  "A  Mohawk  ! 
No,  give  me  a  Delaware  or  a  Mohican  for  hones^JV^J 
«"  ?*77"^  ®8ht,  which  they  won't  all  do.  havtaa 
womln  h  ?  'r"?v?  '"^"^^^^'  **»*  ^^^'^*»'  to  m^e  them 
or  a  Mohican  for  a  warrior  I  "  «"*"o 

"Enough  of  this."  said  Heyward,  impaUently :  "  I  wish 
not  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  a  man  tha  I  l^^, 
and  to  whom  you  must  be  a  stranger.    You  have  not  yet 

™t' "  wSit"  °  ''  ^'^'  **  '"^  ^^^«  '~-  «» °™^ 

^  "J\t^^^*  *****  "*^y  depend  on  vrtio  Is  your  guide.  One 
would  tUnk  such  a  horse  as  that  might  get  o$S  a  good 
deal  of  ground  atwixt  sun-up  and  sun^owi."  * 

I  wish  no  contenUon  of  idle  words  with  you,  friend/* 


0:.- 
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to  Fort  EdwaSd,  Md  «,nductl?*hl^  **"  "'  *^*  ^»t3n«« 
not  go  without  ItTre^^''    ""•  "^"**''  y^"'  ^'^^^  shall 

It  Is  not  every  man  whSi^'eJj  Se  Sfsh^'t"^*  "^^  ' 
Is  an  honest  subject "  English  tongue  that 

be  a'  L"°t!  yr sJJSd '4r S;  ^'  f  ^"  '  ^"<^««  ^o"  *<> 
kfag  as  the  60th.''  ^  °'  '"*^^  »  reghnent  of  the 

Am;;Ks'z^^n.tTnow^Ch"?r  ^'  *^*  «°y«^ 

shht.  Instead  of  a  scarlet  5e?°^    I  do  wear  a  hunttog 
name'Jnts'mS'orT''"*  °'^*'  ''^^'  ^O"  »«y  know  the 

juce;i^wh?;is;^ror^r,^^^^^^^^^^ 

the  county  Who  .nows  Major  Xha^,t7tiirh:?oJ: 

youVilJLThTS;;  hutTsS^al^^^S'-  ^.«-«eman 
aU,  he  who  commands  the^mnrS.^,'  "*•"  ^"''^°'  «'  them 
Henry."         "™ands  the  companies  in  garrison  at  WiUiam 

rlch;ySor;n?:rt J^^^^^^^^  of  vas^ 

place.  He  Is  over  younc  too  t?  h^^  u'  *'^'  «°*  ^^^ 
be  put  above  men  whosf'h^«A,  k'^J"*'^  ^^'  «°d  to 
and  yet  they  say  h^fa  «  «nM^  are  begtaning  to  bleach; 
gallant  gen/eman  1 '"      ^  '^^^'^  *"  ^^  knowledge,  and  a 

for  blT?^: he'^ow^e^ ^oTor  '.^  T^  ''^  ^"«^«»«<^ 
no  enemy  to  dread  "  ^  "'  ^^  o'  ^^^^''se  can  be 

«uu7t^",X' '?h?i*;,sf  •„'L"Vr'"^  • »«"' 

•■  Neithi.r  ..  Vl  .,'     '  ™"  """  deserted  »  " 
I.  U,  uTund  S  21Z^  '^-^y  -t  the  ta...,,  ,„  a. 
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runner  leaned  airalnst  a  trl^K.     u.    ?*'*'  ^«^^'  the 
look  so  dark  Ld  savage  tS  If  Tk^T"*.'  *^°"8h  with  a 

tribe  Li  alter  hi,^''  h«  ««m      k^°'1^''^'  "°''  any  other 

woods  alter  nteht  St.  tailTK.      .  ^^  °  "^<' '"  "■eje 
ronner,  tor  the  b«t*!5fle  ^  ti^^i  *".  """I?"''  ^'^  «>«t 

to  todth™  to.  wdl  to  b.  my^iiSJ?, '"'""  "«»- 


.( if 


42 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


to  rigB  of  cai'tion.    "  The  thief  U  leaning  against  the  foot 
^^^«"f^  «iPltog  that  you  can  Me  oJer  them  bushw ; 

;c'i«%;'w*Jl  *"..*,""•  "^^  ^^  ^'^  o'  «»«  tree.  «nd." 
tepping  hta  ^In^  "  I  can  take  him,  from  where  I  stand 
between  the  ankle  and  the  kaee.  with  a  single  sh^t/pS 
an  end  to  his  trampling  through  the  wooS  for  at^SsTf 
month  to  come.  If  I  should  go  back  to  him,  the  cmfntag 
ZT^TS,"***  suspect  something,  and  be  dodging  Lough 
the  trees  like  any  frightened  deer."  "^"ugu 

«nf  "  ^iZ"^  u  °5/?*,  .?•  ""^y  ^®  innocent,  and  I  dislike  the 

^^u  .I?°"«^'  ^  ^  '«**  confident  of  his  treachery  »— 

T  .  „*  *^*''  *^*°«  *<*  calculate  on  the  knavery  of  an 

^rTof'1;  «^«*^'  '"^"*'  "^"^«  ^  '"J*  forwJS,  by^ 
sort  of  instUictive  movement 

n,„ct  ^n/i' '' intemipted  Heyward ;  "  It  will  not  do-we 
must  think  of  some  other  scheme;  and  yet  I  have  much 
reason  to  believe  the  rascal  has  deceived  me  " 
to  ^fJ'I'h*''^'  ""^^  had  already  abandoned  his  tatention 
I  J^^t  ^'Tr*''  *i  '^®  ^''^^^  «'  his  superior,  mused 
Sl^^J^n  .  r^  """^  f  ^^*  *  ^"'^"'•^  ^hich  instSnUy  brought 

eLeTSvt 'r^'l^r  '°,^'*  ''^^^-  "^^y  spoke  together 
earnestly  in  the  Delaware  language,  though  hi  an  under- 
tone, and  by  the  gestures  of  the  white  man,  which  were 
frequenUy  directed  towards  the  top  of  the  saDUnc  it^«! 
evident  he  pointed  out  the  situaUon^rtierhidien'enemy 

SJd  LTr.S  7:"?  T  '""^  *"  comprehending  his  wi2s; 
and  laying  aside  their  firearms,  they  parted,  takhic  opDosite 
s^des  of  the  path,  and  buiylng  themselves  in  Se  thkket 
TuLr    "^""""^  "movements,  that  their  steps  were  tal 

♦«  v^^'^'f'^J^^  *'***'"  «'^<*  the  hunter,  speaking  acain 

?.  vT  '  ^thout  breaking  his  paint " 

mysew!"^' '  *****  ««y^^d.  Proudly,  "  I  wfll  seize  hhn 

In  the^usLr?  "  """"^  ^°"  ^''  "^°"°'*^'  ««^^t  ^  ^^ 
"  But  I  wiU  dismount." 

fho'lft"**'  *i[^  y°"'  ^hen  he  saw  one  of  your  feet  out  of 
the  stirrup,  he  would  wait  for  the  other  to  be  free?    mo 

Sri^nT*  ^^V^""  ^'^^^  *°  ^^^  ^th  the  naSves  must 

rdeS^tags''''Go'  ti;*  TT  ^^^  *°  Prosp^In^Ws 
unaenaktogs.      Go,  then;  talk  openly  to  the  miscreant. 
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•*Sth^^  *«  *>«"«ve  him  the  truest  friend  y«i  havw  qq 

Heyward  prepared  to  comply,  though  with  strong  dlttoit 
at  tibe  nature  of  the  office  he  was  compelled  tb  WSte. 
Each  moment,  however,  pressed  upon  Um  a  convlctlaB  of 
the  critical  sltuaUon  In  which  he  had  suffered  his  Invaluable 
UTist  to  be  toyolved,  through  his  own  feariess  confidence. 
Tlie  sun  had  ah-eady  dlsap  eared,  and  the  woods,  suddenly 
deprived  of  It«i  light,  were  assuming  a  dusky  hue.  which 
keenly  reminded  hhn  that  the  hour  the  savage  usuaDy  chose 
I.    *.J!l°'*  barbarous  and  remorseless  acts  of  vengeance 
or  hostlUty  was  speedily  drawing  at  hand.    Stimulated  by 
these  quickened  apprehensions,  he  left  the  scout  without 
",??:I.'^^**  ^™«<"atcly  entered  Into  a  loud  conversation 
w  th  the  stranger  that  had  so  unceremoniously  enlisted  hhn- 
self  in  toe  party  of  the  traveUers  that  morning.    In  passing 
his  genUer  companions,  Heyward  uttered  a  few  words  of 
encouragement,  and  was  pleased  to  find  that,  thouch 
faUgued  with  the  exercise  of  the  day,  they  ajpea^ed  ?o 
entertahi  no  suspicion  that  theh-  present  embarrassment  was 
other  than  the  result  of  accident.    Giving  them  reason  to 
LeUeve  he  was  merely  employed  in  a  consultaUon  concemina 
their  future  route,  he  spurred  his  charger,  and  drew  the 
rems  again  when  the  animal  had  carried  hhn  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  place  where  the  sullen  runner  still  stood  lean- 
ing against  the  tree. 

"  You  may  see.  Magna,"  he  said,  endeavouring  to  assume 
an  ah-  of  freedom  and  confidence,  "  that  the  night  is  closlna 

whll  "1'  fwl^'*  ""^  "^  °°  °*^"^^  *o  William  Henry  than 
when  we  left  the  encampment  of  Webb  with  the  sun.  You 
have  missed  the  way,  nor  have  I  been  more  fortunate.  But. 
happOy  we  have  fallen  In  with  a  hunter,  he  whom  you  hea^ 
ta&tag  to  the  stager,  that  Is  acquainted  with  the  deer-paths 
and  byways  of  the  woods,  and  who  promises  to  lead  us  to 
a  place  where  we  may  rest  securely  till  the  momtag." 

o  1,  i*®i    u1  *?  ^""""^^^  ^^  8^°^^8  «y«»  on  Heyward  as  he 
asked,  ta  his  hnperfect  English,  "  Is  he  alone  ?  " 

•  Alone  I "  hesitattogly  answered  Heyward,  to  whom 
men?  """ohf  ^,  "T  ^°  ^*  ^'""^'^^  ^«»»<"»*  embarrass- 
we  we  wito  hhS.°"  '  '^'^^'  ^^^*'  '°'  y°"  ^-^^  ***** 

••  Then  le  Renard  Subtil  will  go,"  returned  the  runner 
cooUy  raistag  his  UtUe  wallet  from  the  place  wheJeTtSaS 
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"  and  the  pale-faces  wfll  see  none  but 


tela  at  Us  feet ; 
their  oim  oolour." 

M  Si'    ^"^J*""  can  you  le  Rensjd  7 '» 

•I  the  duraeter  conveyed  by  the  eppenetton.  "  kumT. 

Wiuiam  Hemy  concernfaig  hia  dauditen t    wm  kTj.. 
to  teU  the  hot-blooded  ScStsma^  toS^  chlSS,  4*1^ 

wlU  !•  R^SfS^K      ^^  *  '°"**  ^°*^'  •»**  •  long  ann,  but 

JSniS  ?>.   ^  *"*"  *"*"*  °'  '««*  Wm  In  the  woods? "  re- 
turned the  waiy  runner.  '^ 

him',2l!X  ^*l**  ^  "*•  Mohawks  say?    They  wfll  make 

,^c?K£--tort:s.ss».£S 

"Enough,  Magua/'  said  Heyward:  "ar.  ««  „„♦ 
Wends?  Why  should  there  be  bitter  words  S?we^n  uA 
Mum«  has  promised  you  a  gift  for  your  smJcw  wheS  ner 

r  f!Z  -JSi  •  ?*?'  *"**  °P*"  y°"^  ^aMet  to  eat    We  have 

2^'S%ir'^-Ser.:-v^id€ 

iney  want  to  eat,  their  warriors  must  lav  aside  th«  ♦«»,« 
hawk  to  feed  their  laziness."  ^  *  ^'*™*' 

"  What  say  you,  Renard  ? '» 

"  Le  Subtfl  says  it  is  good." 

The  Indian  then  fastened  his  i»va«  Vami^  -«  *i. 

"  This  I.  wen,"  continued  Heyward ;  "  and  le  Renard 
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win  hft^  strength  and  tight  to  find  the  path  in  the  mom- 
tag.  He  paused,  for  sounds  like  the  snapping  of  a  dtied 
sUdc  and  the  rusUIng  of  leaves  rose  from  the  adjacent 
bushes,  but,  rccoUecUng  himself ,  InstanUy  continued :  ••  We 
must  be  moving  before  the  sun  Is  seen,  or  Montcahn  may 
Ue  In  our  path,  and  shut  us  out  from  the  fortress." 

The  hand  of  Magua  dropped  from  his  mouth  to  his  side, 
and  though  his  eyes  were  fastened  on  the  ground,  hU  head 
was  turned  aside,  his  nostrils  expanded,  and  his  ears  seemed 
even  to  stand  more  erect  than  usual,  giving  to  him  the 

aftOTUo"*^  °'  *  '***'"*  '****  ^"  "****  ^  represent  Intense 
Heyward,  who  watched  his  movements  with  a  vlgflant 
eye,  carelessly  extricated  one  of  his  feet  from  the  stErup. 
while  he  passed  a  hand  towards  the  bear-skin  covering  of 
his  holsters.  Every  effort  to  detect  the  point  most  regarded 
by  the  runner  was  completely  frustrated  by  the  tremulous 
glances  of  his  organs,  which  seemed  not  to  rest  a  slnizle 
nstant  on  any  particular  object,  and  which,  at  the  same 
time,  could  be  hardly  said  to  move.  WhUe  he  hesitated 
how  to  proceed,  le  SubtU  cautiously  raised  himself  to  hU 
feet,  though  with  a  motion  so  slow  and  guarded  that  not 
i  ,!  fi'?*®**  "°**®  ^"  produced  by  the  change.  Heyward 
felt  It  had  now  become  incumbent  on  him  to  act.  Throwing 
his  leg  over  the  saddle,  he  dismounted,  with  a  determtoation 
to  advance  and  seize  his  treacherous  companion,  trusting 
the  result  to  his  own  manhood.  In  order,  however,  to 
prevent  unnecessary  alarm,  he  still  preserved  an  air  of 
calmness  and  friendship. 

"Le  Renard  SubtU  does  not  eat,"  he  said,  using  the 
appellation  he  had  found  most  flattering  to  the  vanity  of 
the  Indian.  "  His  com  is  not  weU  parched,  and  seems  dry. 
Let  me  examine ;  perhaps  something  may  be  found  amona 
my  own  provisions  that  will  help  his  appetite  " 

Magua  held  out  the  wallet  to  meet  the  proffer  of  the 
other.  He  even  suffered  their  hands  to  meet,  without  be- 
traying the  least  emotion,  or  varying  his  riveted  atUtude 

moving  gently  along  his  own  naked  arm,  he  struck  up  the 

TZ  ^^^^  ^^^^  "^"'  «"<*  uttering  a  piercing  cry  as  he 

o^nl  ♦!?  w"\?"^«^**'  **  "  «*"8le  bound,  tato  the 
opposite  thicket  At  the  next  tastant  the  form  of  Chln- 
gachgook  appeared  from  the  bushes,  looking  like  a  spectre 
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UghtM  l»yi  raddm  flash,  that  was  accompanied  by  the 
•»MBP  wport  ol  the  himter*!  rlfla.  ^ 


CHAPTER  V 

In  noli  a  night 
DM  Thiab«  fearfaUir  o'ertrip  th*  dew. 
lad  Mw  th*  lioa't  dMdov  «•  hinudf. 

ifcrcAml  o/  Fmm«. 

.^  ""^f  "<*<>•""•»  0'  the  flight  of  his  guide,  and  the  wfld 
cries  of  the  pursuers,  caused  Heyward  to  remain  fixed  for  a 
few  momenU  in  InacUve  surprise.  Then  recoUecting  the 
importance  of  securing  the  fugiUve,  he  dashed  aside  the 

l!tr^M^fi!'''i^^'  »^.  P'*!"^  ^^^'^y  '°^"d  to  lend 
his  aW  in  the  chase.  Before  he  had,  however,  proceeded  a 
hundred  yards,  he  met  the  three  foresters  alrea(&  returning 
from  the»T  unsuccessful  pursuit 

"  WJi:  50  soon  disheartened  ?  "  he  exclaimed :  "  the 
scounam  iaust  be  concealed  behind  some  of  these  trees,  and 
"*^.^  »>f  secured.  We  are  not  safe  while  he  goes  at  la^ge." 
Would  you  set  a  cloud  to  chase  the  wind  ?  "  retunied 
the  disappointed  scout;  ••  I  heard  the  imp  brushinir  over 
the  diy  leaves  like  a  black  snake,  and  blinking  a  glhnpw  of 
him.  Just  over  ag'in  yon  big  pine,  I  puUed  as  it  m^ht  be  on 
,^  'TV  i^^l  't^ouldn't  do  I  and  yet  for  a  reasoning  im" 
U  anybody  but  myself  had  touched  the  trigger,  I  should  caU 
it  a  quick  sight ;  and  I  may  be  accounted  to  have  experience 
to  these  mattors,  and  one  who  ought  to  know.    Look  at 

S?ftS1?ii  }^  ^^r^"  ^f  '®^'  ^^°"8^  everybody  knows 
,^  ^J^  *^*  y^"°^  blossom  in  the  month  of  July  I  " 

fan  I  •'  ***  **  ^"^^ '  ***  **  ^"^^  ""^  °»*y  y«' 

«f  /m^**'  ?°r  «t»™ed  the  scout,  in  decided  disapprobation 
of  tUs  opinion.  "  I  rubbed  the  bark  off  a  Umb,  perhaps, 
but  the  creatur  leaped  the  longer  for  it  A  rifle  bullet  acts 
on  a  runnmg  animal,  when  It  barks  him,  much  the  same  as 
one  of  your  spurs  on  a  horse ;  that  is,  it  quickens  motion, 
and  puts  life  into  the  flesh,  instead  of  taking  it  away    But 
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when  It  cuts  the  ragged  hole,  after  a  bound  or  two,  then  Is 
coRimonly  a  ttagnation  of  further  leaping,  be  It  Indian,  or 
be  It  deer  I " 

"  We  are  four  able  bodies,  to  one  wounded  man  I " 

"  Is  life  grievous  to  you  ? "  interrupted  the  scout 
"  Yonder  red  devil  would  draw  you  within  swing  of  the 
tomahawks  of  his  comrades,  before  you  were  heated  in  the 
chase.  It  was  an  unthoughtful  act,  in  a  man  who  has  so 
often  slept  with  the  war-whoop  ringing  in  the  air,  to  let  of? 
his  piece  within  sound  of  an  ambushment  I  But  then  it  was 
a  natural  temptation  I  'twas  very  natural  I  Come,  friends, 
let  us  move  our  station,  and  in  such  a  fashion,  too,  as  will 
throw  the  cunning  of  a  Mingo  on  a  wrong  scent,  or  our 
scalps  will  be  drying  in  the  wind  in  front  of  Montcalm's 
marquee  ag'in  this  hour  to-morrow's  stmdown." 

This  appalling  declaration,  which  the  scout  uttered  with 
the  cooi  assurance  of  a  man  who  fully  comprehended,  while 
he  did  not  fear  to  face  the  danger,  served  to  remind  Hey- 
ward  of  the  Importance  of  the  charge  with  which  he  hhnself 
had  been  entrusted.  Glancing  his  eyes  around,  vith  a  vain 
effort  to  pierce  the  ^oom  that  was  thickening  beneath  the 
leafy  arches  of  the  forest,  he  felt  as  if,  cut  off  from  all  human 
aid,  his  unresisting  companions  would  soon  lay  at  the  entire 
mercy  of  their  barbarous  enemies,  who,  like  beasts  of  prey, 
only  waited  till  the  gathering  darkness  might  render  their 
blows  more  fatally  certain.  His  awakened  Imagination, 
deluded  by  the  deceptive  light,  converted  each  waving  bush, 
or  the  fragment  of  some  falling  tree,  into  human  forms,  and 
twenty  times  he  fancied  he  could  distinguish  the  horrid 
visages  of  his  lurking  foes,  peering  from  their  hiding  places, 
in  never-ceasing  watchfulness  of  the  movements  of  his  party. 
Looking  upward,  he  found  that  the  thin  fleecy  clouds,  which 
evening  had  painted  on  the  blue  sky,  were  ahready  losing 
their  faintest  tints  of  rose  colour,  while  the  imbedded  stream 
which  glided  past  the  spot  where  he  stood,  was  to  be  traced 
only  by  the  dork  boundary  of  its  wooded  banks. 

"  What  is  then  to  be  done  ?  "  he  said,  feeling  the  utter 
helplessness  of  doubt  in  such  a  pressing  strait ;  "  desert  me 
not,  for  God's  sake  t  re*rain  to  defend  those  I  escort,  and 
freely  name  your  own  rewaid  !  " 

His  companions,  who  conversed  apart  in  the  language 
of  their  tribe,  heeded  not  this  sudden  and  earnest  appeal. 
Though  their  dialogue  was  maintained  in  low  and  cautious 
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•PPwiHshed,  could  moy  di.ttoSto.J2ZS?;.''**  ."^^ 
youngw  warrior  from  thrmoSdriiWi!!!^"*  *l"**  ®'  "»• 
••nlor.    It  was  eWdmttt.tfvli  ?."*]•  •P^h««  of  bit 

travdlerfc  YIeldtoa  to  wTSLiSSS?!?  "**  ^•*'"«  »'  "»e 
•nd taipaUent ofTddJvO,S?!2^i"^' '»  *»»•  •»i>J«ct. 
•ddlUoSri  dang«.?Se;w«d  C"'^,.^^^^       '^^'^  •«  ""^^ 

«foup.  With  .n'ScJJtK'^X  ,i  oS«  **""^y 

tlon  more  deflnit*  »!..»  ^u  "•r*"'8  ""  oirers  of  compensa- 

-ying  to  .  liiT^iwo^V   2S  S  ?h?p'  *nT'  '^'y' 
"  Uncai  U  right  I  it  3d  nSh.^h    •  ?".^'"*  '°"«"« • 
•uch  harmleM  thtofli  to  «,!?,*?♦        ***!^**  *'  "»"» *»  »wve 
the  haZuSig  p?fce  fo?  .^^^^  **''"«**  "  *>'«'*»  "P 

tender  blo.«,m.  ft^m  '  he  flL  o{  £1"  J""^  ^^  ">««• 
genUemen.  you  h*ve  neltbttX.  I«H^  '*°"'  **'  •*^«»t»' 
throw  away  I "  "  **"*  ***  ^^**  °or  resolution  to 

offe«?"l'"  ~*  ■  ^^»»  »>•  «»«»»>t^  '  have  I  not  already 

catoUy  toterrupted  the  .couf •   "^„t  .„«2? 
money,  which  neither  you  mav  live  t«  -.r  ^°",  °**"  *»' 
by.   These  Mohicans  wdl^  do  wl«tl^'  "fu''  ^  **»  P^^^ 
tovent  to  keep  suT  flowerTTLM  wu*  "'^  *  thoughU  cm 

never  made  to?  tr5^Udem",,l'^^L'h?°"«^  ^  »^*''*'  ^«« 
hope  Of  any  other  re^Sj^S^b^^uc^^^  S^h  1^*  ""^""^ 

"The  one  Is  to  b«  atffl  as  these  aleeplns  wood.  I.t  -fc.. 
win  happea :  and  the  other  Is  to  k^lh!  !,^    '  v  *''*' 

jn. J,  "«•  *•  "y  "to"!  to  see  both  these  coaSiu  fal- 
pre^oSrSn-eij.T.o^  IriTltUref  ^ee^^i  *"  - 

«.«?xrgrs  sa?s?ait'£'.?-^ »'  "■' 

moved  to  his  footstens  sv^tiv  ?«»  ^   L^^  eventog,  and 
.ad.etttheren.,£r.;rpi;^-^e*th^"-j:ah\- 
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Hty  that  •xUvSlirm^hZSt'^:!'  ■"**  ^^  "»•  »•«'»- 
ta.t«it  Md  teriou;  exStlon.     An!  •''IT  •PP"»'eiuloii  in 

the  liitencn    hin.™!.y-JJ.^  ""**■«*•*  ^"or  by 
perhap.  by  toe  naturo?therr  h-*^/'^^^^^^  "•»»*''  "^d^^ 

quickly  to  t^w^S'.eSJ/wi.^^f'.J''**"  ^^^  descended 
the  rest  of  thj  JStv  moi  k^^J"  ***•  '^^^  *»"<>  *=o«ected 
gesture.  tha?b'y"2j  ZVio^.'''''''  ^'  '^  -P«»^ve 

the  wZ' maV  on'^'^omTh  **""?**  "*«*""»  ' "  »««ered 
moveme„tsTpCd?o7evSv.'°'^?"'"JL°'  ^^^^  '"'"" 
cut  their  throX,  Md  cJst  them  I^m  X'^T^  ^^  ""•  ^°»*  »o 
them  here  would  S  trSl  ilTm,  **"*  ^J*"" '  "><*  *<>  »eave 
t«  to  .eek  totdto^'lr^^wL'e^T^^^^^^  "*"*  "^^  ^^^^^  »«* 

wo<>d.We;;rve^^^^^^  «^-  -«e  the 

them  bdUlto^^mSs'ttu  JT.*^^"?  ^^'  ^P»'  •"^  ««ke 
their  chase    Ay7a^thatl"mbl.SS';t*,'P«*'^  *^  ™°  ^°^« 

^^«-57H;?f '  ^bafs'tTthrb^^^^^^^^         <>'  •y- » 

graspi^gVti';  mane'oi  Tl^^l'  T"*"'^  *^«  •'^o"*. 
eIuded^&.band;7raVy^^^^  which    easily 

anImS  Lldf'^^tL^re^aa^dT^^^^  "^*  condemned 

by  the  othe« ;  "  spil7he%n  *,°  ?!rS'^'P''^«  '«»«  "wd 
Offspring  ofa  falSl  d«nf  °i  ^^"°  '  "  *»  «  comely 
naught."  ^"*  ^""'  ""**  ^o»Jd  wfllingly  injur; 

the;^sirsrtfs:e;s;'.^^Tth^f^    ^^  «»-- 

seem  no  more  than  the  beasts  of  tht  J?  J  *^!^  ""^  ^^<* 
•gain,  I  shall  leave  you  toTe  m'er,^* J°°^-    «  yo"  »Peak 

to  your  arrow's  head,  Uncas  •  ^e?«vl  nn  Jf*^,"*  ^^^^ 
blows  I "  '  ^®  "*^®  "0  *to>e  for  second 


so 
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Ghlngachgook,  whose  knife  passed  across  its  throat  quldcer 
than  thought,  and  then  precipitating  the  moUon  of  the 
ftrogglhig  vlcUm,  he  dashed  it  into  the  river,  down  whose 
•tream  it  ^ided  away,  gasping  audibly  for  breath  with  Its 
ebbtag  life.  This  deed  of  apparent  cruelty,  but  of  real  neces- 
•ity,  feU  upon  the  spirits  of  the  traveUers  like  a  terrific 
warning  of  the  peril  in  which  they  stood,  heightened  as  It 
was  by  the  cahn  though  steady  resolution  of  the  actors  in 
the  scene.  The  sisters  shuddered,  and  clung  closer  to  each 
other,  whUe  Heyward  InsttacUvely  laid  his  hand  on  one  of 
the  pistols  he  had  Just  drawn  from  their  holsters,  as  he  placed 
himself  between  his  charge  and  those  dense  shadows  that 
seemed  to  draw  an  hnpenetrable  veil  before  the  bosom  of 
the  forest. 

The  Indians,  however,  hesitated  not  a  moment,  but, 
taking  the  bridles,  they  led  the  frightened  and  reluctant 
horses  down  into  the  bed  of  the  river. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  shore  they  turned,  and  were 
soon  concealed  by  the  proJecUon  of  the  bank,  under  the 
brow  of  which  they  moved,  in  a  direction  opposite  to  the 
course  of  the  waters.  In  the  meanUme,  the  scout  drew  a 
canoe  of  bark  from  its  place  of  conceahnent  beneath  some 
low  bushes,  whose  branches  were  wavtog  with  the  eddyings 
of  the  current,  into  which  he  sUently  motioned  the  females 
to  enter.  They  compUed  without  hesitation,  though  many 
a  fearful  and  anxious  glance  was  thrown  behind  them, 
towards  the  thickening  gloom,  which  now  lay  like  a  dark 
barrier  along  the  margin  of  the  stream. 

So  soon  as  Cora  and  Alice  were  seated,  the  scout,  with- 
out regarding  the  element,  directed  Heyward  to  support  one 
side  of  the  frail  vessel,  and,  posting  himself  at  the  other, 
they  bore  it  up  against  the  stream,  followed  by  the  dejected 
owner  of  the  dead  foal.  In  this  manner  they  proceeded  for 
many  rods.  In  a  sUence  that  was  only  Interrupted  by  the 
ripplhig  of  the  water  as  iU  eddies  played  around  them,  or 
the  low  dash  made  by  their  own  cauUous  footsteps.  Hey- 
ward yielded  the  guidance  of  the  canoe  taiplicIUy  to  the 
scout,  who  approached  or  receded  from  the  shore  to  avoid 
the  fragments  of  rocks  or  deeper  parts  of  the  river,  with  a 
readiness  that  showed  his  knowledge  of  the  route  they  held 
Occasionally  he  would  stop ;  and  in  the  midst  of  a  breathing 
stillness,  that  the  duU  but  increasing  roar  of  the  waterfall 
only  served  to  render  more  impressive,  he  would  Usten  with 
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In^r^^^^^f^  i*  '**''^  "y  "^"8  «>"nds  that  ml«ht 
^.S?™  *J'  •lumbering  forests.  When  assured  th^S 
WM  sUll,  and  unable  to  detect,  even  by  the  aid  of  hk  pra^ 
Used  senses,  any  sign  of  approaching  foes,  he  woSH^ 
Ubcrately  resume  his  slow  and  guarded  proaW   At  if^^t 

had  collected  at  a  spot  where  the  high  bank  threw  a  d^er 
shadow  than  usual  on  the  dark  watwT  Statto^^o 

ctm^i''  ^^^**'  •"*  ^«  «>»«-  *»  "»•  att^i^rofiS: 

Of  s^'a'SL"? ''''  •  '^'  ^'*'^'  '*  ^""'^^^  »>y  «^«  ^^i'S^S 

.„»^.*  whole  parly  were  soon  reunited,  and  another  con- 
sulteUon  was  held  between  the  scout  and  his  new  coiSadeT 
during  which  they,  whose  fates  depended  on  toe  TaUhSd 
ingenuity  of  these  unknown  foresten,  had  a  Utut  leisure  tf 
observe  their  situation  more  minutely.  "  ^ 

The  river  was  confined  between  high  and  cracced  rocks 

whf!^  ""ff*  "«^'  ''«"  surmounted  by  tall  trew 

which  appeared  to  totter  on  the  brows  of  the  nrSt^i^^Tf; 
gave  the  sUjam  the  appearance  ^TZ^gX^^^^leel 

trel^n^"^  M  k  ^  l'"*^^"*  ^*  fantasUc  Ihnbs  md  lagged 
tree-tops,  which  were  here  and  there  dhnly  painted  aSt 

them  the  curvature  of  the  banks  soon  bounded  the  view  by 
the  same  dark  and  wooded  outUne;    but  In  front    «n J 

aKto'ehear„«"l!  '"^T''  «>•  wa?^ Imed  pSS 
against  the  heavens,  whence  it  tumbled  toto  caverns  out  of 
which  Issued  those  sullen  sounds  that  had  ?oSTh;  even- 

Th^Vn^*  1%\P"^'"'  "»»•  *>'  the&  JeSTp^!*'*'^  "^ 
that^w^^fl  5  *•**"  ''"^^  ^  "»•  scattering  shrubs 
water,  they  were  left  to  pass  the  night.   The  scout  Erected 


;  t 


ill 


sa 
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^^'^f'S!^,^^  disconwlate  feUow  traveDep.  to  seat  them- 
•elves  In  the  forward  end  of  the  canoe,  and  took  domm-Ia!. 
of  the  other  hhnself.  as  erect  and  steadV  m  If  hi  flSSSl ! 

stream.  For  many  minutes  the  strunde  betw««n  th.  ii«h* 
bubble  to  Which  they  floated,  ^TTj^Z^t  wL 
•evere  and  doubtful.    Forbidden  to  stir  eJS  HTnd'  7^ 

ftsftfSf  \:^T^  ^T  ^^^  ^">"*^o,sre'^ 

!!;♦  u  J  xr^  /"^  °'  *^«  stream,  the  anxious  nassenoeni 
Miri^fn  ^l^^^i  waters  to  feverish  susji^^  ?^cnty 
^teJ^l^n^^^  the  whiritog  eddies  we«?^ptog  tTem 
hrinl^K^'  "'^fv  ""*  n»wter.hand  of  their  pUot  would 

e^s^rf^^S"^'  ^'  ^'^^  ^°'  ^  •*•'«  *»»•  rapid,  iSdS 
eyes  glanced  over  a  confused  mass  of  the  muniurina  d^ 

vessel.  A  long,  a  vigorous,  and,  as  It  appeared  to  th. 
females  a  desperate,  effort  closed  the  scene^ Jwt  as  Alte! 

n,,^^^  «•  we  ?  and  what  Is  next  to  be  done  t "  de- 
"  You  are  at  the  foot  of  Glenn's  "  rptiin.<i/i  *%.^    »i. 

r^eSVUdru^-a*?nr.-K{HS 

hurry-slniny,  with  .  BtUe  hhxihen  bSt^d  mT  ffii 


\ 
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ml!!!**.  V^  ^^,  ^^  «^**''  **»•  twveUen  remained  a  few 

SSre^r?cv.**F'?*  ^f?""*"**'  *^^  •^«» »«  "ove  along  ie 
broken  rockt,  lest  a  false  step  should  preclpiutt  them  down 

ine  water  seemed  to  tumble,  on  every  side  of  them.    Th*ir 

:kroTL'j:;r''\r  "°"""«^^'  ^or^^^Tt 

skffl  of  the  naUves,  the  canoe  shot  back  hito  the  eddv  imd 
floated  again  at  the  side  of  the  low  rock,  befSe  toey  tt^JSt 
the  scout  had  even  thne  to  rejoin  his  companions.         ^ 
«.•  ^  rr*  "•  ?**''  fortified,  garrisoned,  and  provisioned  •• 
mt  S'S»t?^''""y' "  •"**  »«y  "*  MonfX^d  his 

iSd  ?^*       *^**"  ^°"  **"  *^*  ^«»^«*«  *>»  "»•  «»«to- 

sne^  ^oI?Z  &°^'  ****^""  ***  "•  •^•^  »««ve  who 
speaks  a  foreign  tongue  is  accounted  an  enemy,  thouofa  he 

h^J^V^  "%  'r*  "^^  ^'^«  '     «  Webb  ^U  f  TanS 
honesty  fai  an  Indian,  let  hhn  bring  out  the  tribes  of  tte 

SiPv  h.V       ^  "***'  "**  "*"°°"  «'  ^^^let".  ^I'ere  In  nature 
they  bdong,  among  the  ouUandish  Frenchmen  I  " 

I  haveheSjU^tS  n  ^S^""^'  V"^**  '°'  «  »»«»•«•  ««»*. 
1  nave  beard  that  the  Delawares  have  laid  aside  the  hatchet 

and  are  content  to  be  caUed  women."  ' 

"  Ay,  shame  on  the  Hollanders  and  Iroauols  who  <.«». 

cumvented  them  by  their  deviltries  into  su^^Jrtty  I   Zt 

that  says  Mwardly  blood  runs  in  the  vehis  of  a  Dd^a^ 
You  have  driven  their  tribes  from  the  sZiole^^d7om 
now  beUeve  what  thefr  enemies  say,  that  you  may  sleepat 
whJ  .Tv  "*/^  P'"^^-  No,  no ;  to  me  eve^  toSi 
casue  Of  bis  tribe  be  in  Canada  or  be  in  York  " 
nc^^^V^^'  P®^<=«*Y*n8  that  the  stubborn  adherence  of  the 

?tor  hiv  I^'k '*  °l^^  ^^^  ^«  D^f^y^^  or  Mohican! 
iivlii  f^  ^T  branches  of  the  same  numerous  people)  was 
ISc?  ^        *  *  "*"**"  dlwussion,  adroIUy  cAangS  toe 

^Jl^f **^  **'  "®  *"**y'  '  kno^  '»»n  wen  that  your  two 
then  heard  or  seen  anything  of  our  enemies  ?  •• 

tnmJf^i.?'""".*'  ■  ^°^^  ^  ^«  '«**  •'o"  he  is  seen,"  re- 
turned  the  scout,  ascending  the  rock,  and  throwlngtte  dZ 


II 


J 


54 


TriE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


cardesdy  down.    «•  I  trurt  to  other  signs  than  snch  as  com* 
In  at  the  eye  when  I  am  outlying  on  the  trail  of  the  Mingoes." 

"  Do  yoiip  ears  teU  you  that  they  have  traced  our 
retreat  ?  " 

••  I  should  be  sorry  to  thinic  they  had,  though  this  Is  a 
spot  that  stout  courage  might  hold  tor  a  smart  skrbnmage. 
I  win  not  deny,  however,  but  the  horses  cowered  when  I 
passed  them,  as  though  they  scented  the  wolves ;  and  a  woll 
is  a  beast  that  Is  apt  to  hover  about  an  Indian  ambushment, 
craving  the  offals  of  the  deer  the  savages  kill." 

"  You  forget  the  buck  at  your  feet  I  or,  may  we  not  owe 
thefr  visit  to  the  dead  colt  ?   Hal  what  noise  Is  that  T  " 

"  Poor  Miriam,"  murmured  the  stranger,  uttering  less 
equivocal  sounds ;  "  thy  foal  was  foredained  to  become  a 
prey  to  ravenous  beasts  I "  Then  suddenly  lifting  his  voice 
amid  the  eternal  din  of  the  waters,  he  sang  aloud— 

f*  Fint  boni  td  Emit,  nnita  did  lie, 
Of  mankiod.  and  of  beast  aho : 
0  E^Uptl    vonden  eent  'midst  theeb 
Qa  Pharaoh  and  his  servaDta  too  I " 

••  The  death  of  the  colt  sits  heavy  on  the  heart  of  Its 
owner,"  said  the  scout ;  "  but  It's  a  good  sign  to  see  a  man 
account  upon  his  dumb  friends.    He  has  the  religion  of  the 
matter,  in  believing  what  is  to  hcppen  wiU  happen ;  and 
with  such  a  consolaUon.  It  won't  be  long  afore  he  submits 
to  the  rationality  of  kUling  a  four-footed  beast  to  save  the 
Uvea  of  human  men.    It  may  be  as  you  say,"  he  conUnued. 
reverting  to  the  purport  of  Heyward's  last  remark ;  "  and 
the  greater  the  reason  \\!iy  we  should  cut  our  steaks,  and 
let  the  cM-case  drive  down  the  stream,  or  we  shaU  have  the 
pack  howling  along  the  cliffs,  befc^udgtag  every  mouthful  we 
swallow.    Besides,  though  the  Delaware  tongue  is  the  same 
as  a  book  to  the  Iroquois,  the  cunning  varlets  are  quick 
enough  at  understandtag  the  reason  of  a  wolfs  howl.'' 

The  scout,  whilst  making  his  remarks,  was  busied  to  col- 
lecting certain  necessary  Implements.  As  he  concluded,  he 
moved  sUenUy  by  the  group  of  traveUers,  accompanied  by 
the  Mohicans,  who  seemed  to  comprehend  his  Intentions 
with  histincUve  readiness,  when  the  whole  three  disappeared 
in  succession,  seeming  to  vanish  against  the  dark  face  of  a 
p«pendicular  rock  that  rose  to  the  hel^t  of  a  few  yarda 
within  as  many  feet  of  the  water's-edga, 
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CHAPTER  VI 

Th(m  ttnbu  that  onoa  did  tweet  in  Zioa  didet 

He  walea  a  portion  with  jadicioua  care ; 

And  "  Let  m  worahip  God,"  he  nju,  with  solemn  afr. 

Bwtu. 
Hbywabd  and  his  female  companions  witnessed  this 
mysterious  movement  with  secret  uneashiess ;  for,  though 
the  conduct  of  the  white  man  had  hitherto  been  above  re- 
proach, his  rude  equipments,  blunt  address,  and  strong  anU- 
pathies,  together  with  the  character  of  his  sUent  associates 
were  aU  causes  for  exciting  distrust  in  nUnds  that  had  been 
so  recenUy  alarmed  by  Indian  treachery.  The  stranger 
alone  disregarded  the  passtog  incidents.  He  seated  hhnself 
on  a  projection  of  the  rocks,  whence  he  gave  no  other  signs 
of  consciousness  than  by  the  struggles  of  his  sphit,  as  mani- 
fested in  frequent  and  heavy  sighs.  Smothered  voices  were 
next  heard,  as  though  men  called  to  each  other  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  when  a  sudden  light  flashed  upon  the  vision 
of  those  without,  and  laid  bare  the  much-prized  secret  of 
the  place. 

At  the  farther  extremity  of  a  narrow,  deep  cavern  hi 
the  rock,  whose  length  appeared  much  extended  by  the 
perspecUve  and  the  nature  of  the  light  by  which  it  was 
seen,  was  seated  the  scout,  holdtog  a  blaztog  knot  of  phie 
The  strong  glare  of  the  Are  feU  fuU  upon  his  sturdy  weather- 
beaten  countenance  and  forest  attire,  lendtag  an  ak  of  ro- 
mantic wildness  to  the  aspect  of  an  todlvidual,  who,  seen 
by  the  sober  light  of  day,  would  have  exhibited  the  pecu- 
llariUes  of  a  man  remarkable  for  the  strangeness  of  his  dress 
the  Iron-like  hiflexiblUty  of  his  frame,  and  the  stogular  com- 
pound of  quick  vigilant  sagacity,  and  of  exquisite  shnplicity. 
that  by  turns  usurped  the  possession  of  his  musculo^ 
features.    At  a  UtUe  distance  in  advance  stood  Uncas,  his 
whole  person  thrown  powerfully  toto  view  by  Its  situation 
and  proxhnlty.    The  traveUers  anxiously  regarded  the  up- 
right,  flexible  figure  of  the  young  Mohican,  graceful  and 
unrestrained  to  the  atUtudes  and  movemenU  of  nature. 
1  hough  his  person  was  more  than  usually  screened  by  a 
green  and  frtoged  hunting-shirt,  like  that  of  the  white  man. 
int?  TIk?  «°»*^!«^«"t  to  his  dark,  glanctog,  fearless  eye, 
alike  terrible  and  calm;    the  bold  outltoe  of  his  high 


'  '  r) 


li'i 


If] 


M  THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

hau^ty  features,  pure  in  their  native  red ;  or  to  the  dla- 
nifled  devaUon  of  his  receding  forehead,  tigeUiS  with  2l 
the  finest  proportions  of  a  noble  head,  ba^d  to  toTwnSous 
jcalptog  tuff    It  was  the  first  opportunity  possS  by 

?h.  «?^  *?i?'*f.  ^^  -"endants,  and  each  tadividual  of 
the  party  fe  t  reUeved  from  a  burthen  of  doubt,  as  the  proud 
«d  determined^  though  wfld.  expression  of  the  featu?^  of 

^J^^S  "^'^l'''  '"*'***  **«*"  *»"  ^^""^  notice-  They  felt 
InS^^f,*  I"  ***?/  P^^^y  benighted  in  the  vale  of  i^or- 
ancs.  but  It  could  not  be  one  who  would  willingly  devote 
hto  rich  natural  gIfU  to  the  puiposes  of  wanton  tkaZ%. 
The  ingenuous  Alice  gazed  at  his  free  air  and  proud  cairia« 
as  she  would  have  looked  upon  some  precious  relict  the 
Grecian  chisel,  to  which  life  had  been  taiparted,  by  the  in! 

t^™S*^°"  "'*?  "^^•'  ^*»"«  Heywa^rtSuS  accus- 
ir!?„.^  '^^^I  perfection  of  form  which  abounds  among 
2  JS^r^w**  ""^uT*  ""^"^^  expressed  his  admiratioS 
at  su^an  unblemished  specimen  of  the  noblest  proportions 

"  I  could  sleep  In  peace."  whispered  Alice  bi  reply.  ••  with 
such  a  fearless  and  generous  looking  youtii  for  my  sentinel 

of"Sj;,£'"r'i,.'l°"  ""*^  ""'*^'  "»o"  teniae  Jcene 
^l^^*l  °'  "^^""^  ""*  "***  ""^  »»««  «>  much,  are  never 
acted  in  the  presence  of  such  as  he  I " 

"  TTiis,  certainly,  Is  a  rare  and  brilliant  Instance  of  Uiose 
natimd  qualities  in  which  tiiese  peculiar  people  ^  «S  to 
SL  t'w*  '"!r*"^  ;'  '  *«"*  ^"»  you.  >Uice.  In  totok- 
SSJSfi  *?u^  ■**"?  *"^  *y«  "^^^  'o^ed  ratiier  to 
Intimidate  tiian  to  deceive ;    but  let  us  not  practSe  a 
de^ptlon  on  ourselves,  by  expecting  any  oUier  ^xhiWtion 
of  what  we  esteem  virtue,  tiian  according  to  tiie  fashion  of 
a  savage.   As  bright  examples  of  great  qSaUtiesarobut  too 
tT^Th^JiTn?  O*^^'  »o  a"  thS^singuiraSS  soS^ 
tary  with  tiie  Indians ;  though,  for  tiie  honour  of  our  com- 
mon nature,  neitiier  aro  Incapable  of  producing  them    Let 
us  then  hope  tiiat  tiUs  Mohican  ma?  no?lfappotat  our 
wishes,  and  prove,  what  his  looks  assert  him  to  be.  a  brave 
and  constant  friend."  "*imu  ue,  a  nrave 

l^^r}^''^  Heyward   speaks   as   Major   Heyward 
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should."  mumured  Cora ;  ••  who  that  looks  at  this  creatuM 
of  nature,  remembers  the  shades  of  his  skin  7 ''  ^ 

♦w-    ?**'*  f"i  "PPa^enUy  an  embarrassed  sUence  succeeded 

Z^'il    "nil's  <^?''"J?'^«'''^*«'»«^™ 

lu  aark  side.    This  is  not  such  a  supper  as  h  maJor  of  the 
Royal  Americans  has  a  right  to  expect,  but  I've  kno^  't^S? 

^t^oira^^h^^toT'^J.^'^'*  "^  ***  "^*^  ven1son°;^rrd 
wiinout  a  relish  too.    Here,  you  see,  we  have  olentv  of 

salt,  and  can  make  a  quick  brofl.    There's  fresh  «S2r« 

as  theh-  my-hog-gulnea  chairs,  but  which  send  ud  a  sweeter 
flavour  than  the  sWn  of  any  hog  can  do,  be  7of  Sel 

ror  the  colt;   'twas  an  innocent  thing,  and  had  not  seen 

s^™  h-T'^li^-  ^"^  ""'^'^  ^  "^«  tbe  ^eX  many  ; 
sore  back  and  weary  foo^."  "«tiiy  a 

Uncas  did  as  the  oth..  had  directed,  and  when  the  voice 
of  Hawk-eye  ceased,  the  roar  of  the  c;taract  sounded  Ske 
the  rumbling  of  dlstaut  thunder.  sounaea  like 

ward"^"  r*?'^'*  "!f  ^  ^^  *^^«™  '  "  demanded  Hey- 
Zf^  *  »  *  "?"■*  °°  ^^""^^^  °'  ""^rise  ?  A  single  armed 
man,  at  its  entrance,  would  hold  us  at  his  mercy '' 

h.hiilH^^l*'*'^  ^""^^^^  ®«"'"®  «*«»^«<*  from  out  the  darkness 

w^SSl  t^^V?."*'  ""^  '""^^^  *  "«^^8  brand,  hel  "ft  to- 
wards the  further  extremity  of  theh-  place  of  retreat  Ali^ 
uttered  a  fahit  shriek,  and  even  Cora  rose  to  h^  feef  as 
this  appamng  object  moved  fato  the  light;  but  a  stocle 
word  from  Heyward  cahned  them,  with  the  a^uLS^  ? 
r«  w^  '?'^  ^""°^*"*  Chingachgook,  who,  lif  ttag  S.er 

Then,  holding  the  brand,  he  crcssed  a  deep  narrow 
chasm  In  the  rocks,  which  ran  at  right  angles  wltTS 
passage  they  were  to.  but  which,  unlike  that,  was  open  to 
the  heavens,  and  entered  another  cave,  answering  to  the 
description  of  the  first  to  every  essenti^  partiJSS. 

«ff.«         w  .  '°''®*  **  Chtogachgook  and  myself  are  not 
often  caught  to  a  burrow  with  one  hole,"  said  Hawk-eve 
laughing ;  "  you  can  easily  see  the  cuniUngTttTe  nlaX' 
the  rock  is  black  Itaiestone,  which  everyb^?  SioSi  S  sS^T 
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tt  makes  no  nneomfortable  pfflow,  where  brash  and  pfaie- 
wood  Is  scarce ;  well,  the  fall  was  once  a  few  yards  below 
us,  and  I  dars  40  say  was.  In  Its  time,  as  regular  and  as 
buidsoiiie  a  sheet  of  water  as  any  along  the  Hudson.  But 
old  age  Is  a  great  Injury  to  good  looks,  as  these  sweet  young 
ladies  have  yet  to  lara  1  The  place  Is  sadly  changed  I  These 
rocks  are  fun  of  cracks,  and  In  some  places  they  are  softer 
toan  at  other  some,  and  the  water  has  worked  out  deep 
hoUows  lor  Itseir,  untfl  It  has  faUen  back,  ay,  some  hundred 
feet,  breaking  here  and  wearing  there,  untfl  the  falls  have 
neither  nape  nor  cmislstency." 

"*  Su^****  P"*  **'  ***^  are  we  T  "  asked  Heyward. 
1  TSF*  ^*  f*  "*^  **y  "*«  »P°*  t*»at  Providence  first 
placed  them  at,  bat  where.  It  seems,  they  were  too  rebeUious 
to  stay.  The  rock  proved  softer  on  either  side  of  us,  and 
so  they  left  the  centre  of  the  river  bare  and  dry,  first  work- 
ing out  these  two  UtUe  holes  for  us  to  hide  in." 

*'  We  are  then  on  an  island  ?  " 

-  Ay  I  there  are  the  faUs  on  two  sides  of  us,  and  the 

»I2k1S?''?  "ki  ^f""^'  "  y°"  ^"<*  <*«y««ht  it  would  be 
worth  the  trouble  to  step  up  on  the  height  of  this  rock  and 
look  at  the  perversity  of  the  water.  It  falls  by  no  rule  at 
^I;  sometimes  it  leaps,  sometimes  it  tumbles;  there  it 
skips ;  here  it  shoots ;  to  one  place  'tis  white  as  snow,  and 
?  ""u  n  tls  green  as  grass ;  hereabouU  it  pitches  into 
deep  hoUows,  that  rumble  and  quake  the  'arth ;  and  there- 
away It  ripples  and  sings  like  a  brook,  fashioning  whirlpools 
and  gullies  in  the  old  stone,  as  if  'twas  no  harder  than 
trodden  day  The  whole  design  of  the  river  seems  dlscon- 
c«ted.  Ftet  it  runs  smoothly,  as  if  meaning  to  go  down 
the  descent  as  things  were  ordered ;  then  it  angles  about 
Ifi JS*'*^    ,f  *!r®* '  "*'  "*  ^*""  P^*««»  ^^ting  where 

to  mtaigle  with  the  salt  I  Ay,  lady,  the  fine  cobweb-looking 
doth  you  wear  at  your  throat  is  coarse,  and  like  a  fish  net! 
to  UtUe  spots  I  can  show  you,  where  the  river  fabricates  all 
sorts  of  hnages,  as  if,  having  broke  loose  from  order,  it 
TmnlfVo  l^  ^^^  *u  everything.    And  yet  what  doei  it 

TtI     V*  *^t'  *""*  *  head-strong  man,  it  is  gathered  to- 

llS^^'u  n^ri.*^**  "■***  **•  "»^  •  '«^  ^^  below  you 
may  see  it  all  flowing  on  steadUy  towards  the  sea,  as  was 
foreordained  from  the  first  foundaUon  of  the  'arth  I " 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS  M 

•ecurity  of  their  place  of  conceidment,  f^m  this  untni^Zi 
djjcriptlon  Of  Glenn'.,  they  were  mncVSi^^lSZ 

were  not  In  a  sltuaUon  to  suffer  their  thoughU  to  dweUm 

JJ;^?r„l?' ""*"?*  "**^'^*''  and.  a.  tSf^^t  haf no? 
found  It  necessary  to  cease  his  culfaiary  labours  whUe  ho 
tpoke,  unless  to  point  out.  with  a  bn>k«  fork,  ttj  SSloi 

stream,  they  now  suffered  their  attenUon  to  be  drawn  to  thi 

«  f ew  dellcade.  that  Heyward  had  the  precauUon  to  brina 

S^?  ?*•  ^^^  P"^y-  Uncas  acted  as  attenimt 
t^r  ^^"^  Ifrfonning  aU  the  UtUe  office.  withtoS. 
power,  with  a  mixture  of  dignity  and  anxlou.  Brawthat 
jerved  to  amuse  Heyward.  who  weU  kn^SKt  IT  wS 

warriors  to  descend  to  any  menial  employment,  especial 
to  favour  of  their  women.  As  the  rights  of^pliL^^wSS^ 
tZ'Z^T'Sn  "r^**  «»onglhem.  tlS'^Ke  d™-' 
I^t  2  ??K^*y  **'  manhood  excited  no  audible  com- 
ment.   Had  there  been  one  there  sufflclenUy  disemtaeed  to 

That  while  he  tendered  to  Alice  the  calabash  of  sweat  iXI 
and  the  venison  to  a  trencher  neaUy  <^d  iom  t^eTnot 
of  the  pepperage.  with  sufficient  courtesy,  In  performing 
the  same  offices  to  her  sister,  his  dark  eye  lingered  Cher 
th^kn^Jf^^  countenance,  with  a  softness  that  baSLhed 
the  bright  gleams  of  pride  that  were  usually  glanctog  there 

d^'^JT  ^J**'/^""*""-  Onceort^<Shew2i^m: 
ESIIh  t  *^'^  '^  command  the  attenUon  of  those  he 
served.  In  such  cases,  he  made  use  of  English,  broken  and 
Imperfect,  but  sufficienUy  fatelllglble.  andwhich  he^S. 

ItTei^fSf  nf  ^  "^"""^  **y  "-•  ^'^^  guttural  voic^.  ^t 
it  never  fafled  to  cause  both  ladies  to  look  up  to  admhiiUon 
a«d  astonishment.  In  the  course  of  these  dvfliuSVf^ 
sentences  were  exchanged,  that  served  to  establish  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  amicable  totercourse  between  the  parUes. 
ua  to^"**"^  *•'  ^'•"  ""^  *•  »«»»  eor^n^^i  by  the  emphMl. 


Hi 
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Ita  the  inMuiwliil«,tb«  gravity  of  ChingMbgookrtmaiBed 
mimovablt.    Ho  had  Moted  htmuU  moro  within  tho  dide 
of  light,  whora  tho  fk^qnont  nneosy  glaneot  of  hl«  guotts 
wore  hottor  onablod  to  sepanto  tho  natunl  ezprotalon  of 
hta  fooo  from  tho  0111110101  tenon  of  tho  war-paint    They 
found  a  strong  resemblance  between  father  and  son,  with 
the  dlireronco  that  might  be  expected  from  age  and  hard- 
shlTJs.    The  fierceness  of  his  countenance  now  seemed  to 
slumber,  and  tai  lU  place  was  to  be  seen  the  quiet,  vacant 
composure  which  distinguishes  an  Indian  warrior,  when  his 
faculties  are  not  roquh«d  for  any  of  the  greater  purposes  of 
his  ozlstence.    It  was,  however,  easy  to  bo  seen,  by  the 
occasional  gleams  that  shot  across  his  swarthy  visage,  that 
It  was  only  necessary  to  arouse  his  passions,  tai  order  to  give 
fuU  effect  to  the  terriflc  device  which  he  had  adopted  to 
intimidate  his  enemies.    On  the  other  hand,  the  quick  rov- 
ing eye  of  the  scout  seldom  rested.   He  ate  and  drank  with 
an  appetite  that  no  sense  of  danger  could  disturb,  but  his 
vlgilanco  seemed  never  to  desert  him.    Twenty  times  the 
calabash  or  the  venison  was  suspended  before  his  Ups,  while 
his  head  was  turned  aside,  as  tiiough  he  listened  to  some 
dlstwit  and  distrusted  sounds— a  movement  Uiat  never 
faued  to  recaU  his  gueste  from  regarding  the  novelties  of 
tteir  situation,  to  a  recollection  of  tiie  alarming  reasons 
tiiat  had  driven  tiiem  to  seek  it.    As  tiiese  frequent  pauses 
were  never  foUowed  by  any  remark,  the  xxv    entaiy  un- 
easinws  they  created  quickly  passed  away,      i  was  for  a 
time  forgotten. 

"  Come,  friend,"  said  Hawk-eye,  drawing  jut  a  keg  from 
beneatii  a  cover  of  leaves,  towards  Uie  dose  of  tiie  repast, 
and  addn»8lng  tiie  stranger  who  sat  at  his  elbow,  doing 
ffpeat  Justice  to  his  culinary  skiU,  "  try  a  litUe  spruce ; 
twill  wash  away  aU  tiioughte  of  tiie  colt,  and  quicken  tiie 

U^**  ^^?^  ^v  ""•  ^  ^^^  ^  <»"  *>«"er  friendship,  hoping 
that  a  Uttie  horse-flesh  may  leave  no  hearU>umings  atween 
us.    How  do  you  name  yourself  7  " 

"Gar  t— David  Gamut,"  returned  the  singing-master, 
mechanlcmiy  wlphig  his  mouUi,  preparatory  to  wasUng 
down  his  sorrows  in  a  powerful  draught  of  ttie  woodman's 
high  flavoured  and  weU  laced  compound. 

"  ^  ^fy  «ood  name,"  returned  the  other,  taUng  breath 
after  a  draught,  whose  length  announced  how  much  he 
admired  his  own  skill  of  brewing ;  "  and.  I  dare  say,  handed 
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--n!rj  w*^  •'•    "*•  blggeit  coward  I  ever  knmr  »•* 

of  hearing  to  lew  ttaie  than  a  hunted  deer  WouWrora,S 
With  an  Indian  'tU  a  matter  of  con«d«ce7  wha™  he  2^ 
hIm.eM  he  generaOy  to-not  that  caUnga^g^ok^Tch^* 
nifles  big  .arpent,  1»  really  •  .nake,  bS  or  uSe  but  tSS 
JJhT.'*?'!" •*•?•  ^*"»8«  and  tu^ntog.  of  huSw  iati 
Wm.    What  may  be  your  calUng  T '*  •-••.wpcci 

"  l^\  "°''*''^y  taitmctor  to  the  art  of  pwlmody." 

"  You' mi*JLTK*  If  ♦*?•  y*'"**»»  *'  ^*  Comiectlcut  levy." 
Jol^Sa^^^^^^ 
when  they  ought  not  to  breathe  loudw  than  a  f?x  to  hte 

-i*i,       ?f    be  God,  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  meddle 
with  such  murderous  hnplements  I  "     "**""""  ^  ">««<"• 

"  Perhaps  you  undersUnd  the  compass,  and  lav  down 
In  n''^"'*^iT*f"'*  mountains  of  the  Kr^,  o7pa^ 
Sfv^^r."'*^  "'^  '°"°"  '--y  «"^  places'by'SS 

II I  practise  no  inch  employment." 
. V"" J""'  •  PKlr  of  legs  that  might  make  a  lone  natb 

whi;r;^L'cSrs.ssf 2'.rcT^ "™  "*  ''•"-»• 

'TIs  a  strange  calling  I  "  muttered  Hawk-eve  with  an 

aU  the  ups  and  downs  that  may  happen  to  come  out  ^i 
other  men's  throats.    WeU.  friend.  I  sSJpose  It  2^*^^ 

ori"""?!.''  *l*  ^*"**'**'  «"y  °»°"  thaST 'twas  KtC* 
or  some  other  better  Inclination.    Let  us  hear  what  y^  SS 

night,  for  Us  time  these  ladies  should  be  getting  strenath 

SorJ  t^i""^  "  '""^  P"^^'  ^  *^*»  pride  It  th?iSS 
aiore  the  Maquas  etc  stirring."  *"""i8, 

l,,«««yi?.^°^'i  P^««''"^  ^°  I  consent,"  said  David,  ad- 

Kved  mt^""'^"'*'  T''^""^^'  «««*"'  "»d  producing  his 
beloved  litUe  volume,  which  he  Immediately  tendered  to 


h 
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Aikm.  "  V'liat  MB  b«  mora  fitting  and  eonioIaUny,  than 
to  offer  up  evonlng  pnlM  afttr  a  day  of  such  cxcoodlng 
Jeopardy  7" 

Alice  r  d ;  but  regarding  Heyward,  she  Unthed  and 
Imitate. 

"  Tn  ^;i,c  y  >undf,"  he  whispered ;  "  ought  not  the  sug- 
gestlt  '<  <>.  ^he  '  orthy  namesake  of  the  Psalmist  to  have  its 
wel^.'   •  I  iiiich  a  moment  t  " 

Ettiourv'-yl  by  his  opinion,  Allee  did  what  both  her 
l^ns  IncMn  li.irti  uid  ii«r  keen  relish  for  gentle  sounds  had 
before  ^1.  ut  iv  >i<'t  pon  her.  The  book  was  opened 
at  a  l.>  1  -in  not  11  »';apted  to  their  situation,  and  In  which 
the  puet  fio  ic  W'  r  ^oaded  by  his  desire  to  excel  the  Inspired 
King  of  Israel,  m'  discovered  some  chastened  and  respect- 
able po  vers.  K.r.ru  betrayed  a  disposition  to  support  her 
•ister,  aad  the  sacred  song  proceeded,  after  the  Indispensable 
prdlminaries  of  the  pitch-pipe  and  ttie  tone  had  been  duly 
attended  to  by  the  methodical  David. 

The  ahr  was  solemn  and  slow.  At  times  it  rose  to  the 
fullest  compass  of  the  rich  voices  of  the  sweet  maidens, 
who  hung  over  their  little  book  in  holy  exdtemait,  and 
again  it  sunk  so  low,  that  the  rushing  of  the  waters  ran 
through  their  melody  like  a  hollow  accompaniment  The 
natural  taste  and  true  ear  of  David  governed  and  modified 
the  sounds  to  suit  their  confined  cavern,  every  crevice  and 
oranny  of  which  was  filled  with  the  thrilling  notes  of  their 
flexible  voices.  The  Indians  riveted  their  eyes  on  the  rocks, 
and  listened  with  an  attention  that  seemed  to  turn  them 
into  stone.  But  the  scout,  who  had  placed  his  chin  In  his 
hand,  with  an  expression  of  cold  indifference,  gradually 
•uffered  his  rigid  features  to  relax,  until,  as  verse  succeeded 
verse,  he  felt  his  iron  nature  subdued,  while  his  recollection 
was  carried  back  to  his  boyhood,  when  his  ears  had  been 
accustomed  to  listen  to  similar,  though  far  less  sweet,  sounds 
of  praise  in  the  settlements  of  the  colony.  His  roving  eyes 
began  to  moisten,  and  before  the  hymn  was  ended,  large, 
scalding  tears  rolled  out  of  fountains  that  had  long  seemed 
dry,  and  followed  each  other  down  those  cheeks  that  had 
oftener  felt  the  storms  of  heaven,  than  any  testimonials  of 
weakness.  The  singers  were  dwelling  on  one  of  those  low, 
dying  chords,  which  the  ear  devours  with  such  greedy  rap- 
ture, as  if  conscious  that  it  is  atK>ut  to  lose  them,  when  a 
cry,  that  seemed  neither  human  nor  earthly,  ros'   in  tb> 
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li«£2  hI-1,"  "^^^  W«yw«4.  •loud. 
ThJv  UrtSj^  i"*^  ""  '^  '"'U™  "■•<1«  my  reply 

thouBh  two'nf*!:.?  ''***'  *'  *•  »°*'  "°n«  here  can  teU 
SSfyers  I    I  dlJ'h'n'*"?.^  "^'  ''°«^'  '^-^  "«•  thai 

has  proved  tharj^a?;i,v^  ti7n^"^."°*  ''*^''*'  *»"*  *h*» 
"Was  It  not  fiHl  *u  ^^  ^**"  ■"*•  conceited  mortal." 

they  ^slJ   o  JniJ^fdL  tho"!    "'  "^^  ''"^°"  "^^«  ^'^^^ 
stood  drawing  iS^vei^.^^  "^^^*^  C°">'  ^ho 

to  which  hS^riuted  .^"*  ^„t'  P*?^"  "^^^  •  '=«^"'>«^» 
«'  V  .  ^r^  "^wiea  sister  was  a  stranger. 

Before  leavtn.  the^.'r.  k  ''"^  »««.,;,  o"  obedience. 
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before  the  dying  emben  with  his  face  resting  on  his  hands, 
in  a  manner  which  showed  how  deeply  he  brooded  on  the 
unaccountable  interruption  which  liad  broken  up  tlieir  even- 
ing devotions. 

Heyward  took  with  him  a  blazing  knot,  which  threw  a 
dtan  li^t  through  the  narrow  vista  of  their  new  apartment 
Placing  it  in  a  favourable  position,  he  Joined  the  females, 
who  now  found  themselves  alone  with  him,  for  the  first 
time  since  they  had  left  the  friendly  ramparts  of  Fort 
Edward. 

"  Leave  us  not,  Duncan,"  said  Alice ;  "  we  cannot  sleep 
in  such  a  place  as  tliis,  with  that  horrid  cry  still  ringing 
in  our  ears  1 " 

"  First  let  us  examine  into  the  security  of  your  fortress," 
he  answered,  "  and  then  we  will  speak  of  rest" 

He  approached  the  farther  end  of  the  cavern,  to  an  out- 
let, which,  like  the  others,  was  concealed  by  bUmkets,  and, 
removing  the  thick  screen,  breathed  the  fresh  and  reviving 
air  firom  the  cataraet  One  arm  of  the  river  flowed  through 
a  deep  narrow  ravine,  which  its  current  had  worn  in  the 
soft  rock,  directly  beneath  its  feet,  forming  an  effectual 
defence,  as  he  believed,  against  any  danger  from  that 
quarter ;  the  water  a  few  rods  above  them  plunging,  danc- 
ing, and  sweeping  along  in  its  most  violent  and  broken 
manner. 

**  Nature  has  made  an  impenetrable  barrier  on  this  side," 
he  continued,  pointing  down  the  perpendicular  declivity, 
into  the  dark  current,  before  he  dropped  the  blanket ;  "  and 
as  you  know  that  good  men,  and  true,  are  on  guard  in 
front,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  advice  of  our  honest  host 
should  be  disrega  ed.  I  am  certain  Cora  will  Join  me  in 
saying  that  sleep  u  necessary  to  you  both." 

"  Cora  may  submit  to  the  justice  of  your  opinion,  though 
she  cannot  put  it  hi  pracUce,"  returned  the  elder  sister, 
who  had  placed  herself  by  the  side  of  Alice  on  a  couch  of 
sassafras ;  "  there  would  be  no  other  causes  to  chase  away 
sleep,  though  we  had  been  spared  the  shock  of  this  mysteri- 
ous noise.  Ask  yourself,  Heyward,  can  daughters  forget  the 
anxiety  fathers  must  endure,  whose  diildren  lodge,  he  knows 
not  where,  or  how,  in  such  a  wilderness,  and  in  the  midst 
of  so  many  perOs  ?  " 

"  He  is  a  soldier,  and  knows  how  to  esUmate  the  chances 
•f  the  woods." 
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la   •    *a«k._      ... 


6S. 


PW*-"*.  by  » long  ,  LaSS?  JJUf ""'  '»'*'«S:  U 
ton,-  b.  Mid "  m^TtS^'l?' <=f "  «*«  l«d.  tSimJi^ 

gether  his  UtUe  Elsie  I "  ^^^'  *•  'o*****  not  alto- 


returaed  the  jwung  man •  " h-  -  »  ^ «  •" weu.- 

endearing  epithet^t^t  ,'mav  „oT«  "*  ^'*"  ^^^  •  "»o^d 
ije^usuce  o,  whl^  x  ia-^S^^^SS^:  '^Cln^j:-: 

eagerness  of  AUal  «ffeSuo?tS^^h*lT"*^  Wm  with  tho 
•trong.  horrid  ay  as  b^ow  fln,.^»i?*  ?**  ^''^'  "»e  «une 
mute.    A  longrbrSlSl^  ii""'  ■^'  •»«»  «ndered^ 
each  looked  tSthriSe^if  S.f,"*^'*«^-  ^^'^g  wwS 
the  jound  repeated    a"  ?en«t?'S.!'?f'^"«"  of  heari^ 
raised,  and  the  scout  stood  in  Sa  "»•  "«nket  was  slowly 
ance  whose  flnnneM  eidenSr  b^^^S"!;  "^"^  «  «>«°tI2; 
myrteiy  that  seemed  to  K^^m  «*ve  w^y^  before  « 
against  which  aU  his  cunnS^  .^  •*"•  unknown  danger 
of  no  avail.  "'"^^  "<*  «perieace  might  prSvi 
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CHAPTER  VII 

TImj  do  not  deop 
On  yond*  difb^  •  gcULj 

iMthMBlit. 


Onift 


**  TwoTTLD  be  Defecting  a  warning  that  is  giv«D  for 
our  good  to  lie  hid  any  longer,"  said  Hawk-^e,  "  when 
tndi  ionnds  are  raised  tn  the  forest  1  These  gentle  ones 
may  keep  dose,  but  the  Mohicans  md  I  wfll  watch  upon 
the  rode,  where  I  suppose  a  major  of  the  60th  would  wish 
to  ktep  us  cmnpany." 

"  Is  then  our  danger  so  iwessing  ?  "  asked  Cora. 

"  He  who  makes  strange  sounib,  and  gives  them  out 
for  man's  information,  alone  knows  our  danger.  I  should 
think  msrself  widced  unto  rebellion  against  his  will,  was  I 
to  burrow  with  such  warnings  in  the  air  1  Even  the  weak 
soul,  who  passes  his  days  in  singing,  is  stirred  by  the  cry, 
and,  as  he  says,  is  '  ready  to  go  forth  to  the  battle.'  If 
'twere  only  a  battle,  it  would  be  a  thing  understood  by  us 
all,  and  eas3y  managed ;  but  I  have  heard  that  when  such 
shridcs  are  atween  heaven  and  'arth,  it  betokens  another 
sort  of  warf  re  i " 

"  If  all  our  reasons  for  fear,  my  friend,  are  confined  to 
audi  as  proceed  from  supernatural  causes,  we  have  but 
little  occasion  to  be  alarmed,"  continued  the  undistuibed 
maiden ;  "  are  you  certain  that  our  enemies  have  not  in- 
vented some  new  and  taigmious  method  to  strike  us  with 
terror,  that  their  conquest  m«  f  become  more  easy  ?  " 

"  Lady,"  returned  the  scout,  solemnly, "  I  have  listened 
to  an  the  sounds  of  the  woods  for  thirty  years,  as  a  man 
win  listMi  whose  life  and  death  depend  so  often  on  the 
quickness  of  his  ears.  There  is  no  whbie  of  the  panther, 
no  whistle  of  the  cat-bird,  nor  any  invention  of  the  devilish 
Mingoes  that  can  cheat  me  I  I  have  heard  the  forest  moan 
like  mortal  men,  in  their  affliction ;  often  and  again  have 
I  listened  to  the  vrind  playing  its  music  in  the  branches  of 
the  girdled  trees ;  and  I  have  heard  the  lightning  cracking 
In  the  air,  like  the  snapping  of  blazing  brush,  as  it  spitted 
forth  sparks  and  forked  flames ;  but  never  have  I  thou^t 
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the  ay  Jn.t  heard.   W^  SSeS^^^iT^f  *  *^  «P»«ta 
'«  our  good."  ^  werefore.  believe  it  is  a  sign  £ven 

Phte JV;«*S:X-^,';;«^«i  Heyw^^  talcing  W. 
;  be  it  a  .ign  of  pelS.  ^751^5'^^'*  ^^  «»  •»t«tog? 

P^iiXXrceSr^^^^^  tb-  Whole 

jje  whiHpool,  Z'Sl^^'S^^'^Ti'r^^^ 
|"«;^«»  "wept  along  the  surbL^^!^  ^  ****^  *^«»- 
to  drive  the  roar  of  the  fXta^T*?.    *  ^^'  "^  ««»«« 
caverns,  whence  it  isroed  heaJn^JS*  '***^  »'  «»«fr  own 
ambling  beyond  S^l^^fS^^'^'^^^^thnnS 

and  Its  light  was  already  danS  1,2*  T"  '^'^  '^^ 
waters  above  thenTHSnt  th.  .  2!-?.*"  •"«*  *berc  on  the 

o^Serif""  '^  '^  ttssr  %;;{b";s  "^  "^^ 

01  the  sounds  produced  hv  th.  1  JT"  **°  'be  ezceptioQ 
slon:J  breathiig^f  tTe  i  Jl'S**^ ^*^' «<»  «oeS- 
fitful  cuirentsTtte  ,-?Se1J;,"JltS'™"r;  P«»*  "»^ 
could  make  it  J-  /ato  J^^nl  ""*«***"»<»  "oUtude 
bent  along  the  cloo^  ITJ^^  '^^  °'  ««*  todividual 

We  ttat  ,Sght  e'idb^SS'ire^rtSf  ."I  «*"•  »*«-•  «^ 
bad  heard.    Their  anxious  id  i!^'  the  toteirupUon  they 

and  What  now,  peihap^TnLf^*^  yourselves  hi  security, 
condudve  to  ^J^S^r^T^  y^"  ^^r,  may  be  mai' 

ThYlJ°i"  *»*«"°Pted  Alice. 

Jjnjd  aroi^S  iTSom  thrb'eTof  t^h^^'n  "**"  «^»  "»• 

brok«  out  of  the  narrow  bo«nH.  ?*v^  river,  and  havtog 

dulating  thi.>ugh  r?oTX"l°4S  «fd  J"  """^^ 

Can  any  here  elve  a  nam.^      I""**  **ybi8  cadences 
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90,  let  him  speak ;  for  roytdf,  I  Jndge  it  ■»!  to  bdong  to 
'arthl" 

"  Here,  thai,  is  one  who  can  undeceive  yon,"  said  Dun- 
can ;  "  I  Icnow  the  sound  full  wdl.  for  often  have  I  heard 
it  on  the  Add  of  battle,  and  in  situations  which  an  frequent 
in  a  soldier's  Ufe.  'Tls  the  horrid  shridc  that  a  horse  wfll 
give  in  his  agony ;  oftener  drawn  from  him  in  pain,  thon^ 
sometimes  in  his  terror.  My  charger  is  cither  a  prey  to 
the  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  he  sees  his  danger  without  the 
power  to  avoid  it.  The  sound  might  deceive  me  in  the 
cavern,  but  in  the  open  air  I  know  I  canmit  be  wrong." 

The  scout  and  his  companions  listened  to  this  simple 
explanfition,  with  the  interest  of  moi  who  imbibe  new  ideas, 
•t  the  same  time  that  they  get  lid  of  old  ones,  which  had 
proved  disagreeable  inmates.  The  two  latter  uttered  their 
usual  and  expresFive  explanation,  "  Hugh  I "  as  the  truth 
first  ^anced  upon  their  minds,  while  the  former,  after  a 
short  musing  pause,  took  on  himself  to  reply. 

"  I  cannot  deny  your  words,"  he  said,  "  for  I  am  little 
skilled  in  horses,  thou^  bom  where  they  abound.  The 
wolves  must  be  hovering  above  their  heads  on  the  bank, 
and  the  timersome  creatures  are  calling  on  man  for  help  in 
the  best  manner  they  are  able.  Uncas  " — he  spoke  in  Dela- 
ware -"  Uncas,  drop  down  in  the  canoe,  and  whirl  a  brand 
among  the  pack ;  or  fear  may  do  what  the  wolves  can't 
get  at  to  perform,  and  leave  us  without  horses  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  shidl  have  so  much  need  to  Journey  swiftly." 

The  young  native  had  already  descended  to  the  water 
to  comply,  when  a  long  hoind  was  raised  on  the  edge  of  the 
river,  and  was  borne  swiftly  off  into  the  depths  of  the  forest, 
as  though  the  beasts,  of  their  own  accord,  were  abandoning 
their  prey  in  sudden  terror.  Uncas,  with  instinctive  quick- 
ness, receded,  and  the  three  foresters  held  another  of  their 
low,  earnest  conferences. 

"  We  have  been  like  hunters  who  have  lost  the  points 
of  the  heavens,  and  from  whom  the  sun  has  been  hid  for 
days,"  said  Hawk-eye,  turning  away  from  his  companions ; 
now  we  begin  again  to  know  the  signs  of  our  course,  and  the 
paths  are  cleared  from  briars  I  Seat  yourselves  in  the  shade, 
wfaidi  the  moon  throws  from  yonder  beech — ^'tis  thicker 
than  that  of  the  pines — and  let  us  wait  for  that  whidi  the 
Lord  may  choose  to  send  next.  Let  all  your  conversation 
l>e  in  whispers ;  though  it  would  be  better,  and  perhaps. 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS  6t 

The  mumer  of  the  icout  was  seriously  tanprcssfve 

«B"r£.^-"'^i?  dlsttagilshed  by  «y  n^m  oTn^^i 

SS^SSS'  Jf  J^  •^'*?*  ***■*  "•  momentary  weakness 
had  vaniAed  with  the  explanation  of  a  mystery  which  Ms 
own  «5Perience  had  not  served  to  fathom  f  aS^tJouA  he 
now  felt  aU  the  reallUes  of  their  actual  wndiUon.  yS  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  them  with  the  fuUest  ener^  of  his 
hardy  natm*.     This  feeUng  seemed  also  commof  to  the 

m«dS^J;,S"''^*?""•^^'•  »°  P«»«'o"»  which  com! 
wi^  ;Jj!i!?^,'^*''  **'  ^^  »***«*••  ^^««  *»»««'  own  persons 
were  eflectoaUy  concealed  from  observation.    In  such  clr- 

J?i°!-!?'*"'."°™°"  prudence  dictated  that  Heyward  and 

SSmT^^'IS  '?°"^'*  *"*^*'  •  «»""<»»  that  proceeded 

Of  the  sassafras  from  the  cave,  and  pladng  it  In  the  chasm 

iSSi  "r*'*^  *^.t  *^**  "^'™»'  't  was  occupiS  by  5J 

S?f^*H  "•  their  anxiety  was  reUeved  by  the  assurance 
^^Z  If  '^"^'*  approach  without  a  warning.  Hey- 
ward  htoiself  was  posted  at  hand,  so  near  that  he  mlSt 
commmilcate  with  his  companions  without  ralstag  hU™ Ice 
to  a  dangerous  devaUon  ;  whfle  David,  In  hnitation  of  the 
woodsmen,  bestowed  his  person  In  sud,  a  manner  a^ong 
the  fissures  of  the  rocks  that  his  ungainly  limbs  were  no 
longer  offensive  to  the  eye.  ^  °** 

r.,  Ji««  *^n^"*"*'  *'°'^  P""*<*  *»y  ^*^o«t  '"rther  Inter- 
i?i*  «  ^*^."?",  '*'^''*''**  ****  ""***>'  and  shed  Its  mild 
light,  perpendicularly,  on  the  lovely  sight  of  the  sisters 
slumbering  peacefuUy  in  each  other's  arSis.  Duncan  ms" 
l^m^^  '^*T*  **'  ^f '^  *'*^'°''^  •  »P«<^*acle  he  so  much  loved 
inwi'";?***'n*^'"  '"'^^"^  ^  own  head  to  se^Ta 
piUow  on  the  rock.   David  began  to  utter  sounds  that  would 

to  ^ho^**«n' w  »""*i*  °'«"" »"  ™^"  wakefrmom^nSI 
SJ„/^  "".*'"*  "awk-eye  and  the  Mohicans  lost  every 
Idea  of  consciousness  to  uncontroDable  drowsiness.  But  the 
n^K  "Is*"/"  "***•  ^8""»*  protectors  neither  tired  nor 
n™^^  ;  ^"™o^able  as  that  rock,  of  which  each  ap- 
peared to  form  a  part,  they  lay  with  their  eyes  rovtog,  withi 
out  Intermission,  along  the  dark  margin  of  trees  that 
bounded  the  adjacent  shores  of  the  na^w  stream  No 
«  sound  escaped  them  j  the  most  subUe  examination  could 
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not  ht^told  they  breathed.   It  wai  evident  that  thh  exeei,. 

moon  had  .t^  "^  ./-Tt^'-STSe'S  C.?.' 
jyml^of  the  rive,  «  utUe  bdow.  •nnounced'S ^^'ro'ih' 

^^•i"*^!*^""«'"*^k-eyewa»teento«tIr    He 
«*wl^^«long  the  «ck.  and  riiook  Duncan  iSmU^Sea^' 

th«"iSr  *"  **•  "^'  *®  Journey/'  he  whispered :  "  awake 

^  ••  ^  '^VT*  "^  "<"  ""'^  nSnciL  ;;j^u,  ^  " 

r^iji-rcort^r.*!:"-  ^~'  -i""'  "a^^. 

"icb  .  tamnit  Of  yen.  ra/cria  «^^'toSvJ  tt.^,1 

Whence  comes  this  discord  f    m«- V-n  v    .     . 
Th.  bright  fluhn  and  tb.  quick  report,  rt  a  doren 


/ 
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Mm  horn  the  opposite  banks  of  the  stream  IoDowmI  thi. 

root  Deneatb  him,  and  a  fierce  yell,  blended  with  •  .h^ub 

SL^^I'fTr"^  *****  *»»•  mesienSS^  d^att.  ht^S 
???K.*^«'!V^  ^•■P*"  •'  Hawk-eye,  had  found  aSrt^ 
At  this  sUght  repulse  the  assaflants  hitanUyTthiJ.w  «a 

hoH?2T  "^^."^  ?•  tevourable  moment  to  spring  tothe 
bodbr  of  Gamut,  which  he  bore  withhi  the  sSlter  of  tt! 
nmow  chasm  that  protected  the  sisters.  InaJothcrMSS; 
toe^  whole  party  was  collected  in  this  spot  of  coi^SvI 

"The  poor  feDow  has  saved  his  scalp,"  said  Hawk.«v* 
cooUy  passing  his  hand  over  the  head  of  Dav^d  •  ^MbLTh: 

^rUr^'  *^1*  ;•*""  "•y  »>•  ^«™  with  t<Slong'a  tonle  t 
Twas  downright  madness  to  show  six  feet  of  flSh^d 

"  No,  no  I  the  life  is  fai  his  heart  vet  and  iiftM>  h.  •.« 

itSl'tSit:;'  ^^."'"^  *^  »»i«s^an'S'beTwSJr"m'S»  fo^ 
lb.     the  hour  of  his  real  Ume  shaU  come,"  returned  Hawk. 

hto  In   tS^  ^  ?."«*"■  ^^  admirable  nicety.    «  CaS 
him  in,  Uncas,  and  lay  hhn  on  the  saxafrax.    The  lon^ 

^^?.  .^^•^'Ti"**  *  P~P«"  «>^«  'or  »«ch  a  shape  on  ttSe 
tock. ,  and  ringtag  won't  do  any  good  with  the  t^S?^ 
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•  moathful  ?  Th^  hay*  lost  a  man,  and  'tis  SdrfLhinn 
When  thfv  meet .  loo.  and  fan  In  Ihe'iJ^riSj  to^SSj" 
bjtw. j^  hav.  them  on  again,  wl^eTcSiSSiSto 
«^vent  1M,  and  mastar  our  icalpt.  OurmatohoM^ 
i  JSSi*";'**'  ?i^^  ^  "««»  countenan^  SoL  whJdi 

«„!^^  .*•  i*?  **»•  "**  «»*"  Monro  can  eendnarty  to 
JJI*****?.L  <^  ■"<»  «t  may  be  won,  and  iSd«  S  toJd« 
that  weU  knowi  the  Indian  cMtomt  I"   """""■"•«« 

.. .  "a^^^  ^  ""'  P«>*»«*>»«  tortunee,  Cora,"  udd  Duncan  • 
•'and  you  know  we  have  everythtag  tohwBh^S,: 

:K*^  "<»  fP«*«»ce  Of  yourIX?  ^mTth^^wlto 
from  the  murderout  rifle*  of  our  enemies,  ud  when  you 

ssjrt^ir,:^^':^"'^  *»  ^^^  «-"•  -t-  o"n  r«; 

n«JS*  •*•'«" 'oMowed  him  Into  the  outer  cave,  where 
DaWd  was  begtanlng,  by  his  signs,  to  give  mnpJoSs  of^ 

mM  to  thehr  attonUon.  ha  hmnedlatoly  ptepareS  to  £j^ 

"  Duncan  I "  said  the  tremulous  voice  of  Cora  when  h* 
had  reached  the  mouth  of  the  cavern.  hnmeS^e^V 
tag  the  steps  of  the  youth.    He  tSnS  Jnd^eW^*: 
.p«Jc«.,  whose  rich  colour  had  changTtS.  Sadly^SSi^' 
«d  whose  Up  quivered  with  her  emotion.  gaSiFaSi  SS' 
with  an  expression  of  Interest  which  Iminedlately  wcS 
him  to  her  ride.    «  Remember.  Duncan.  howTecS^S 
^1^  V7  ^^T-^^o^  yo«  bear  a  father's  iaSSJffi 
-how much  depends  on  your  discreUon  and  care-SshSt." 
she  added.  whUe  the  teU-tale  bJ.od  stole  ov^^te^^ 
crimsoning  her  very  temples,  "  how  very  desei^eSy  S 
you  are  to  all  of  the  name  of  Munro."        "'»*^«<"y  ««" 
.  J'J'  ""yUUng  could  add  to  my  own  base  love  o     fe" 
•aldHeyward.sufleringhlsunconsdouseyesto  wand«     S. 
youthful  form  of  the  silent  Alice.  "  it  ^u^d  b^  w  klnd^ 
assurance.    As  major  of  the  60th.  our  honwt  hoS  wiU  tS 
you  I  must  take  my  share  of  the  fray ;  bS  oi  t^^S 

J  feTiiuIlS  '"'"^y  *«  ^••P  t^-e  blSodhounds^at'^^ 
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«M^^f*V^^f  '*'  "J  1*P^»  *»•  *«"  '»*»«^  '^«  the 
^Mwco  rt  the  sUten.  end  Joined  the  scout  and  hit  com- 

Pjntoitt,  who  .tm  ley  withta  the  pioteeUon  of  the  UWe 
chann,  between  the  two  caves. 

fhJl  '.i^  ^*"'  ^"*"'"  "**  **»•  '"»"•  •■  Heyward  Joined 

the  rifle  disconcerts  your  atan  i  UtUe  powder.  Ught  lead 
«nd  •  long  ann,  seldom  fafl  of  bringing  the  dMth  mtm^i 
trom  a  Mingo  I  At  least,  such  has  b5n  my  J^SwJTSS 
the  creatures^  Come,  friends,  let  us  to  o^  wvenL  foTno 
man  can  tdl  when  or  where  a  Maqua  nitt^rSJ 

The  Indians  sflenUy  repafa«d  to  their  appobited  sUtlohs. 
which  were  fissure,  in  the  rocks,  whence  to^Jff^ 

^the  litUe  island,  a  few  short  and  sUnted  pines  had  toSnd 
root,  toming  a  thicket,  into  which  Hawk-JJe  dLrtS.  iSto 

£ie"T^*!L"'Ji  ItT'  'f  ^^^'^  »»y  the  acti^unS^ 
Here  they  secured  themselves,  as  weU  as  circumstanced 
would  permit,  among  the  shrubs  and  fragmenU^f iSS 
that  were  s«»ttered  about  the  place.  AbTe  theiS  wlT J 
bare,  rounded  rock,  on  either  side  of  which  the  wattt  plSiJ 
iU  gambols,  and  plunged  hito  the  abysses  benSth.  to  the 
manner  ah»ady  described.  As  the  day  had  n^  dawnS 
Uie  opporite  shores  no  longer  presented'^a  ^nSTs^  oulSJj' 
but  they  were  able  to  look  toto  the  wood,  and  dlsUnauteh 

t»J:J^'m^  ■"'^*"*  ""****  succeeded,  but  without  any 
further  evidence,  of  a  renewed  attack,  and  Duncan  bi^ 
to  hope  that  their  fire  had  proved  more  faU?TantS 

Lt^nin^if  ^'  ""^IT^  *°  "^^^  ^  taiprewlon  Z  ^ 
SK  5:A7?  "'i  **^  Hawk-eye  with  an  tacreduKwJ 
.Hake  of  the  head.  a.  he  answered : 

"  You  know  not  the  nature  of  a  Maqua.  if  vou  think 
he  l«  80  ea^y  beaten  back,  without  a  .cSp  Vttere^ 
one  of  the  faip.  ydltog  thi.  momtog.  there  We  fortj?  S3 
they  know  our  number  and  quaUty  too  weU  to  rivfun  tte 
chaM  w  won.  Hirt  I  look  toto  the  water  above  jStwhSe 
It  break,  over  the  rock..   I  am  no  mortal,  tftoe  rSfy  SSSS 

would  have  it,  they  have  hit  the  head  of  the  Idmd  I   HtotI 


I 
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■un,  kMp  doM  1  or  tiM  hair  wffl  b«  off  your  cmra  iB  tb« 

Hcgrwud  llftod  tab  kood  ftom  tho  eoT«r,  and  bobild  what 
hojoitly  oonsldored  a  prodigy  of  roshneu  and  dMU    Tbo 
chrw  had  won  away  the  odge  of  tho  toft  lock.  la  nich  a 
mamwr  aa  to  render  lU  flnt  pitch  Iom  abrupt  and  perpen- 
dteolar  than  Is  usual  at  waterfalU.    With  no  oth«rMide 
than  tho  ripple  of  the  stream,  when  It  met  tho  head  of  the 
Mand,  aparty  of  their  tauatlable  foes  had  Tentured  Into 
Che  corrent,  and  swam  down  upon  this  pohit,  knowing  the 
ready  necess  It  would  give  them.  If  successful,  to  thi£  In- 
tended vlcttans.   As  Hawk-eye  ceased  speaking,  four  human 
heads  eoidd  bo  seen  peering  above  a  few  togs  of  drift  wood 
that  had  lodged  on  these  naked  rocks,  and  which  had  nro- 
baMy  suggested  the  Idea  of  the  pracUcabflity  of  Uie  hax- 
ardous  undertaking.   At  the  next  moment,  a  fifth  form  was 
eeen  floating  over  the  green  edge  of  the  fall,  a  UtUe  from 
the  true  line  of  the  Island.   The  savage  struggled  poweifuUy 
to  gatai  the  point  of  safety,  and,  fcvoured  by  the  glandntf 
water,  ho  was  already  stretching  forth  an  ann  to  meet  the 
grasp  of  his  eompantons,  when  he  shot  away  agatai  with  the 
whirling  cnnent,  appeared  to  riso  into  the  ah",  with  uplifted 
arms  and  starting  eyeballs,  and  then  f eH,  with  a  sullen  plunm 
toto  that  deep  and  yawning  abyss  over  which  be  hovored. 
A  single,  wild,  despairing  shriek  rose  from  the  cavern,  above 
the  dutt  roar  of  the  cataract,  and  all  was  hushed  aaain  as 
the  grave.  -•--.  — 

The  first  generous  tanpulse  of  Duncan  was  to  rush  to 
the  rescue  of  the  hapless  wretch,  but  he  fdt  himself  bound 
to  the  spot  by  the  iron  grasp  of  the  immovable  scout 

"  Would  ye  bring  certain  death  upon  us,  by  teUing  the 

iOngoes  when  we  Ue  T  "  demanded  Hawk-eye,  stenily  • 

*"tls  a  charge  of  powder  saved,  and  ammuniUon  is  as 

f»redou8  now  as  breath  to  a  worried  deer  I    Freshen  the 

prinUng  of  your  pistols— the  mist  of  the  falls  is  apt  to 

dampen  the  brimstone— and  stand  firm  for  a  close  struaflle 

whfle  I  fire  on  their  rush."  **^  ' 

He  placed  his  finger  in  his  mouth,  and  drew  a  long  shriU 

«^tle,  which  was  answered  from  the  rocks  b^w,  that 

were  guarded  by  the  Mohicans.    Duncan  caught  glimpses 

of  heads  above  the  scattered  drift  wood,  as  this  sifal  rose 

«n  tlM  air,  but  they  disai^eared  again  as  suddenly  as  thev 

bad  glanced  upon  his  sight    A  low.  rustUng  sound  next 
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drjw  hli  attoaUoa  iMhlnd  blm,  and  turaiag  hi.  hMd.  ht 
bditid  UncM  within  •  few  f art.  crw^lng  toS  ddtllUirt^ 
2*  '^  to  him  In  Delawm,  whan  the  young  chtet  took 
Jto  position  with  singular  eautloa  and  undisturbod  coolnass. 
TO  Hsgrward  this  was  a  moment  of  feverish  and  fanDatlmt 
susprase;  though  the  scout  saw  fit  to  select  it  m  aflt 
occasion  to  read  a  lecture  to  his  more  youthful  assocUtes. 
on  the  art  of  using  aieaims  with  discretion. 

-  Of  an  we'pons,"  be  commenced,  "  the  long  hanelled. 

ISJ.fT''!?'  !?"  "•^*'  rine  is  the  most  dSi^rousto 
•UMul  hani^  though  It  wants  a  strong  ann.  a  qSck^ 

The  gunsmiths  can  have  but  Uttle  insight  into  their  trade, 
^i!?..?**^  "*'^*  ^^  towling-plccct  and  short  hors^ 

f  u**  ^**  ^■^•'"P*^  *»y  **»  lo^  but  expressive  "  hugh  " 

"  '  ■««  ^^  boy.  I  see  them  I "  continued  Hawk-eye ; 

Hi!^^.?*??*"«  ?'  ^*^  "»*»•  *^  *»»«y  ^^^^  keep  thei^ 
dingy  backs  below  the  logs.    WeU,  let  them,"  he  added, 
examlntog  his  flint ;  "  the  leading  man  certalAly  comes  on 
to  his  death,  though  it  should  be  Montcalm  hlmseU." 
K     *    r^  moment  the  woods  were  filled  with  another 
burst  of  cries,  and,  at  the  signal,  four  savages  sprang  from 
the  covtt  of  the  drift  wood.   Heyward  fdt  a  buniing  desire 
to  tush  forward  to  meet  them,  so  intense  was  the  delirious 
anxiety  of  the  moment,  but  he  was  restrained  by  the  de- 
liberate examples  of  the  scout  and  Uncas.   When  their  foes 
who  leaped  over  the  black  rocks  that  divided  them,  with 
long  bounds,  uttering  the  wUdest  yells,  were  within  a  few 
rods,  the  riQe  of  Hawk-eye  slowly  rose  among  the  shrubs. 
!"    Sn?  **"*  ***  ^''^  contents.    The  for^ost  Indian 
deisms  toe^ii^'^'"  ^'  "^  '•"  **•**"«»«  •»<^°«  «»• 

»Knl^°.'''  "??*  ' "  "*•**  ***•  '^'O"*'  drawing  his  long  knife, 
while  his  quidc  eyes  began  to  flash  with  ardour,  "take 
toe^KPeechlng  imp  behind;    of  the  other  two  we  are 

He  was  obeyed ;  and  but  two  enemies  remained  to  be 
overcome.   Heyward  had  given  one  of  his  pUtols  to  Hawk- 

2!!l,!^t  V**!"*"  ****y  "»**»«**  ^<»^  •  UtUe  dedlvlty  to- 
wards their  foes ;  they  discharged  thdir  weapons  at  tha 
MBpa  ioftant,  and  equaUy  without  success. 


if 


7t 


THB  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


"  I  know'd  U  and  I  said  it  t  **  motUrad  Um  mm.* 

bittar  dtedala.   "  Coma  on.  ya  Woody  mtodad  halil«j»nd.| 
ya  maat  a  man  wtUiont  a  aomV'*  "•m-uouwh i 

Tha  words  wara  banly  uttarad  wban  ha  cncoanterad  a 
saYaga  of  gigantic  sUtura  and  of  tba  llarcast  S«  m  thi 
sama  momant.  Duncan  found  hlmaalf  engaflsd  with  th! 
oth«  in  a  similar  contest  of  hi^rhSSTwi7l^^d; 
sWn.  Hawlc^a  and  his  antagoniat  eachjip^  tLTuS 
Uftad  arm  of  tha  other,  which  held  tba  d«SroustaSte 

eya  and  gradually  exerting  the  power  of  their  muscles  for 
the  mastery.  At  length,  the  toughened  shiews  of  2e  wwS 
man  prevaUed  over  the  less  practised  Ihnbs  of  the  natJJe. 
The  arm  of  the  Utter  slowly  gave  way  before  the  tocSasS 
foroe  of  the  scout,  who  suddenly,  wmtlng  his  annShSd 
from  the  grasp  of  his  foe.  drove  the  shai^^weapon  throSh 
hk  naked  bosom  to  the  heart  In  the  mi^thn^  H^«d 
hadbeen  pressed  in  a  mora  deadly  struggle.    HtoSSt 

l^f^"  "SP****  *■  •**•  ""*  encounter.  A.  he  w«  SS- 
tute  of  any  other  moans  of  defence,  his  safetv  now  denimVi.!i 

in  ndtber  of  these  qualities,  he  had  met  an  eiSiy  evSJ 
way  hi,  equaL  Happily,  he  soon  succeeded  toSuaSJ 
his  adversary,  whose  luiife  feU  on  the  rock  at  their  f eet^d 
from  this  moment  it  became  a  fierce  struggle  who  sho^d 

t'^JUl^'',  r'^JP*'  ***^  »»«*8»»^'  Into  a  nelghbouJtag 
cavern  of  the  falls.  Every  successive  struggle  brought  S 
nearer  to  the  verge,  where  Duncan  perceWed  tSi  final  iS 
fS^^Tl.'*'"*  T*^  ^'  "»**••  Each  of  the  combauSu 
that  both  tottered  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice.    Hevward 

iuiS.i^,"  '*'  ^7*'  'i"***'  '^*  '•vengeful  hope  thathe 
hurried  his  enemy  to  a  fate  shnilar  to  his  own.  as  he  fdt 
hi.  body  slowly  yieldfag  to  a  resisUess  power,  Sd  Se  yo^g 
man  experienced  the  passtog  agony  of  such  a  momLt  tS 
aU  Its  horrors  At  that  tostent  of  extreme  danger,  a  dark 
hand  and  glancing  knife  appeared  beforo  hhn :  the  IndSn 
rdeased  hk  hold,  as  the  blood  flowed  freely  from  «^unS 
toe  severed  tendwu,  of  hi.  wrist ;  ahd  whUe  DiwcITwm 
drawn  backward  by  the  saving  arm  of  Uncas,  his  ^^^ 
eyes  wero  still  riveted  on  the  fierce  and   cSi^StS 
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eovnteiuuiM  of  hit  fo«,  wbo  tdl  ariteiily  ma4  dlunBoliUad 
down  Um  imeovonibto  predptoT^  "^ 

"To  covw  I  to  oerw  I  "  cried  H«wk-«y«p  who  Just  Umb 
had  dMpatebod  hit  tatmy ;  "  to  eovtr,  tor  your  Uv«  I  tho 
work  It  but  half  mmM  I "  '         ^^  i  i-« 

The  young  Mohku  gtvo  a  loud  ihovt  of  triumph,  and 
foUowed  by  Duncan,  ht  glkltd  up  the  aedlvity  tb«y  had 
detcended  to  the  oonbat,  and  toaght  the  friendly  ibeltar 
ol  the  rockt  and  ihniba.  -•«•«*/  tneiMr 


CHAPTEtt  VIII 

TWy  lioifr  yet, 
Avrngwi  of  tlk«tr  uAiive  Isad. 

Urap. 

The  warning  call  of  the  scout  %¥as  not  uttered  without 
occasion.  During  the  occurrence  of  the  deadly  tncouater 
Just  related,  the  roar  of  the  falls  was  unbroken  by  any 
human  sound  whatever.  It  would  seem  that  taiUrett  hi  tSa 
result  had  kept  the  naUvet  on  the  opposite  thoret  hi  breath- 
less  suspense,  while  the  quick  evoluUont  and  swift  ehanflei 
In  the  positions  of  the  combatanto  effectually  prevraoted  a 
Are  that  might  prove  dangerous  alike  to  friend  and  enemy. 
But  the  moment  the  struggle  wat  decided,  a  yeU  arose,  at 
fierce  and  savage  at  wild  and  revengeful  passions  could 
throw  toto  the  ah-.  It  wat  foUowed  by  the  swift  flashes  of 
the  rifles,  which  sent  their  leaden  messengers  across  the 
rock  in  voUeys,  as  though  the  assailanU  would  pour  out 
their  hnpotent  fuiy  on  the  hisenslble  scene  of  the  fatal 
contest. 

-.„  ^/i!?**^'  ^°"**  deliberate,  return  was  made  from  the 
rifle  of  Chingachgook,  who  bad  malntahied  hU  post  thiouoh- 
out  the  fray  with  unmoved  resoluUon.  When  the  trlvm- 
phant  shout  of  Uncas  wat  borne  to  his  ears,  the  gratified 
father  bad  raised  his  voice  hi  a  shigle  responsive  cry  after 
which  his  busy  piece  alone  proved  that  he  stiU  guarded  hit 
pass  with  unwearied  diUgence.  In  this  manner  many 
minutes  flew  by  with  the  swiftness  of  thought,  the  rifles  of 
the  assaflantt  tpeaktog,  at  thnes,  hi  rattUng  voUeys.  and 
at  others,  hi  occasional,  scattering  shots.  Though  the  rock, 
the  trees,  and  the  shrubs,  were  cut  and  torn  in  a  hundrad 
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S^hTT*^  »•  bmlttid.  their  com  iw»  lo  do«  muI 

wh;^?t*ssri;^errhSS';rr;£^ 

mirLlS.    .  !  **i?*^*  meaning,  but  he  suffered  It  t5  d^ 
•way  without  vlndlcaUon  or  reply  wcu  ji  «  paw 

cooleat  and  ««Si-.4        """«» J    *»«  "ved  my  life  In  the 

Sv»  JS  J!f  f "!  "J^"'  "^^  *»«  ^  a«»e  a  friend  who 
never  will  require  to  be  reminded  of  the  debt  hriweL" 

tlie  grasp  of  Heyward.    Dorina  this  act  of  fH^mi-KlT^K 

oth«'£'tte'%°de^:!l°"  7*!!*  ""»'*»  ^'t"*  owe  to  each 
«uier  in  me  wudemess.    I  dare  say  I  mav  hav«  mt^rvA 

oifferent  thnes— three  thnes  from  the  Min««L.  T 

crossing  Horican,  and"—  Mlngoes,  once  in 

rioi!lI?S  *"^**  ^"  *»«""  •^^  than  common  I "  ex     ' 
But  til.  rtll,  01  UncM  »tt  4ellieratdj  nd»d  towtid. 
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tbe  be«v«u»  directing  the  eyes  of  hit  oompuiioiia  to  • 
point,  when  tho  mystery  wu  immediately  explained.  A 
ragged  oak  grew  on  the  right  banic  of  the  rtver.  neariv 
•Wodte  to  their  portion,  which,  wddng  theTid^? 
the  open  ipace,  had  faidined  to  far  forward  that  iU  upper 
^»^«i  overhung  that  arm  of  the  ttream  which  flo\!^ 
nerot  to  IU  own  shore.  Among  the  topmost  leaves,  which 
•cantfly  concealed  the  gnarled  Ind  stated  IhSsTi  d«*? 
toofcttig  savage  was  nesUed.  partly  concealed  by  the  trunlc 
ofthe  tree,  and  parUy  exposed,  as  though  looldng  down 
op«>to«n.  to  asoertatai  the  effect  produced  by  hU  tnacheiw 

"  Thwe  devils  will  scale  heaven  to  circumvent  us  to  our 

S\hS  . SJ?"^';  "keep  Wm  In  phiy.  boy.  nntU  I 
CMi  bring  'kffl-deer'  to  bear,  when  we  wiU  try  his  metal 
on  each  side  of  the  tree  at  once."  ^^ 

Uncas  delayed  his  fire  nntU  the  scout  uttered  the  word 

Tta  rffles  flasi«l.  the  leaves  ami  baric  of  theSrfliTtato 
ZL^^J!^  icattered  by  the  wfaid.  but  the  Indian 
•nnwed  their  assault  by  a  tounttog  laugh,  sendhig  down 
upon  them  another  buUet  hi  return,  that  strudc  the  cap  of 
mwlc-eye  from  his  head.  Once  more  the  savage  yeUs 
burst  out  of  the  woods,  and  the  leaden  hafl  whistled 
above  the  heads  of  the  besieged,  as  if  to  confine  them  to  a 
place  where  they  might  become  easy  vlcthns  to  the  enter- 
prise of  the  warrtor  who  had  mounted  the  tree. 

"This  must  be  looked  to  I"  said  the  scout,  glancbui 
•bout  hhn  with  an  anxious  eye.  "  Uncas,  caU  uTyouJ 
father ;  we  have  need  of  all  our  we'pons  to  bring  the  can. 
ntag  varment  from  his  roost"  ^^ 

The  signal  was  tostanUy  given ;  and,  before  Hawk-Ma 
had  reloaded  his  rifle,  they  were  jotoed  by  OUngachmak. 
When  his  son  pointed  out  to  the  experienced  warrior  the 
situation  of  their  dangerous  enemy,  the  usual  exdamatorv 
hugh  burst  ftom  his  Ups ;  after  which,  no  further  ex- 
pression of  surprise  or  alaim  was  suffered  to  escape  ftom 
him.  Hawk-eye  and  the  Mohicans  conversed  earnestly  to- 
ptoer  to  Delaware  for  a  fewmomenU,  when  each  quieUy 
to<*  his  post,  la  order  to  execute  the  plan  they  had  speedily 
cievised. 

•-  J^^""*^  *"  ***•  °**  *****  matatahied  a  qukk.  though 
meffectaal.  fire,  from  the  moment  of  his  discovery.  But  his 
aim  was  faiteiTuptod  by  the  vIgUance  of  his  enemlee,  whosa 
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fflflet  tatttfitaiieoiuly  bon  on  any  part  of  Us  penon  that 
waslrftwtpowd.    StiU  hi.  buUeU  fdl  In  the  c^Hf  the 

ftta  pecullMly  conaplcuons,  were  repeatedly  cat,  Md  once 

nM^.2i^^^  ?t """"  attempted  a  better  and 
more  fatal  aim.   The  quick  eye  of  the  Mohicans  cmAt  the 

fi^^S^/'l  "•  "•^  "«*»■  i»cautloudy^I5^rt 
the  thto  foliage,  a  few  inches  from  the  trmSTef  theto? 

^'^^'SZ  r***  •  ~"™°"  "port*  wle7^Li?ii*^ 
woundi^  limb,  part  of  the  body  of  the  savaMoiMtato 

^*7' .  S;;rttt  ••  thought,  H«wk^e  .dk?^aS^tl^ 
ine  leaves  wire  unusaaDy  agiUted:   the^omrMi.  -m- 

to  ^^*JS.t  *J*  '°™i*^  •^•««  was  seen  swtaging 

"  «^hi«  li^.?"!!.?*'^*^  to  desperirtlon. 
rtii.  "^!J^'  *"  P"y'  8*^  ""toi  the  contents  of  another 

tte  '»SSi^?^'n  "'^  -^"y  ^  ^"  to  hrrrTfSm 
ine  spectacle  of  a  feUcw  ereatme  hi  such  awful  jeopardy 

"  Ku  ?'*\v  J'*™^  * "  ««totaed  the  obdurate  Hawk^/: 
iJ5i?  **?2.**  **'^'  •««>  we  have  no  powd«  tTwT^fo; 

^^i£iii:^  "•"• ""' '-  *"**  *°^  ^^-^  "-^^  *»>• 

L»r^^  ^      ^  *®  "*•  currents  of  air,  «id  thouA  no 

When  he  grimly  faced  his  foes,  and  the  anmiish  of  ^ih 
despair  might  be  traced  through  the  iSLSl  distaTi 
to  possession  of  his  swarthy  VeamentTlSL  leJ^Si' 
ttaies  the  «»ut  raised  his  piece  fa  m«^,  anTas^S 

^Utm  rtruggle  to  recover  the  hnmchTic^S!  «?tS2 
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!r^K^  "**  contracted,  the  head  feU  to  the  bowm  ^ 

dement  dosed  id>ove  It  in  its  ceaseless  velodty  and  evSv 
vestige  of  the  unhappy  Huron  was  lost  for  ever  ^ 

ta«  L??;!  iSLiS'"^**  succeeded  this  important  advan- 
A  !?:i     »•  Mohicans  gazed  at  each  other  in  sUent  horror 
A  single  ydl  burst  ftam  the  woods,  and  aU  was  a«ito^ 

S!;:^;!^:  "^  "»*»"•  -PP*^  to're«on  on  tL  S^^* 
faa^l^.?^^  •*  ^^J""^  momentary  weakness,  .v^S.' 
fag  his  self-disapprobation  aloud. 

i«  ZT^^J^*  ?•*  *^'*"8*  *°  ™y  *»o™.  «n<»  the  last  bullet 

?7  P!°?'  ""*  '*^"  the  act  of  a  boy  |  "  he  said  •  "  Xt 

f^iirf  V^****^  he  strudc  the  ^dc  ll^Tw  dS  5 

canoe  Mid  bring  up  the  big  horn  ;  it  is  lill  tte  ^der  we 

have  left,  and  we  shaU  need  it  to  the  last  araiiTfflr  i  o^ 

ignorant  of  the  Mingo  nature."  ^     '       ^  "" 

The  young  Mohican  instanUy  complied,  letfvins  the  scout 

turning  ov«.  the  useless  content,  of  his  poudT^V^S 

^Ji^r^^  '''*"  ^*^  "^^"^  discontent    Fr^^Ki! 

a  l^d  «7„fT^**T'  **°^«^*''  »»•  ^"  «>o»  eaSed  by 

even  to^J/  '"^^^^'''i""*"**"  '^°™  Uncas,  that  sounded 

even  to  the  unpractised  ears  of  Duncan,  as  the  sianal  S 

some  new  and  unexpected  calamity.    Every  thouSif  ffllS 

c'^^ed'frfJ'"'*^"  '"'  "^^  P"'^*^'"  treasSe  hrSi^ 
cealwl  in  the  cavern,  the  young  man  started  to  his  fwt 
totaUy  regardless  of  tiie  hazard  he  incurred  by  roch In  ex' 
posure.  As  if  actuated  by  a  common  hnpZ,  hi.  mo^I 
ment  was  hniUated  by  his  companions,  and,  together  S^ 
rushed  down  the  pass  to  the  friendly  diasm,'wSS  a  «ii^w 

ia™!!^***^  ^'^  •"*"''^«  ^  °'  their  eAemles^SiSly 
harailess.    The  unwonted  cry  had  brounht  the  MiS^rTZL 

and  tte  whole  party,  at  a  single  glance,  was  madTS' 

A^l  ?h«?!fw*^*'*'^?*°'  "^^^'yo-thful  Indian^SteSr 
•«  K  -      disUnce  from  the  rock,  thefa>  UtUe  bai*  wm 
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7    !"*!?**  *'»'»«"^^«»"«««ght  caught  the  eye  of  the 

^J^J'J^TJirfJ^:.'^  *'y  *"""«''  »>«'  2.  bam! 

«  SS  ^^  ***  "*•  **'*«*»*  ■P*'^  o'  the  flint 
-hJJ^^S**  '"i"'  '"»  too  Uitel"  Hawk-eye  excbdmed, 
dropptog  the  useless  pleoe,  In  bttter  disappointment :  "  the 
mtacreant  hts  .tnick  the  rapid,  and  had  W?p^^  it  oouW 
hai^  send  the  lead  swifter  than  he  now  ^o«l" 

As  he  ended,  the  adventurous  Huron  raised  his  head 
^  the  jhelter  of  the  canoe,  and  while  It^ednrtSy 
down  the  iUjam,  waved  his  hand  and  gave  forth  the\h^I 
which  was  the  known  signal  of  wccess.  His  cry  was  an- 
awered  by  «  ydl^d  a  laugh  from  the  woods,  as  taunUnfdy 

S'i.  ftrJ  ^  ?!r "■  ^"^  "'*«*"«  "^^  blasphenSj 
«t  the  ftdl  of  scmie  Christian  souL  ^^ 

"  Wdl  may  you  laugh,  ye  children  of  the  devn  I  "said 
«1.'IS"*L."^"°?  ""*^  **  *  projection  of  the  rode,  Zd 
•^ntag  Ws  gun  to  fail  neglected  at  his  feet,  "  for  the  three 

2^v ii*^*^  *?*-  ^  **»*"  ^^°'*»  ■"  "o  better!^ 
^^^*  of  muUen,  or  the  hut  year's  horn  of  a  buck! " 

ik.  «i^fi?*"  *;  i?  *••  '*°"'  ^  "  'l-nw'ded  Duncan,  losing 
•r^f**^?.  •' <»^PPototment,  fai  a  more  manly  desliS 
fwaxestlon;  "  what  will  become  of  us  ?  » 

Hawk-eye  made  no  other  reply  than  by  passintf  his 
flgP' -"und  the  «jwn  of  his  head,  to  a  manC^*  ,1^ 
Jiiflca«t  that  Moe  who  witnessed  the  acUon  could  mistake 
tis  meanmg. 

I  , '  ^^^'  ""^y'  our  case  Is  not  so  desparate  I "  ex- 
dafaied  the  yesrth ;    "  the  Hurons  are  not  hereT  we  m«r 

"■^iSS?  2f  T^ff^ '  7^  ""^y  ''P^^  "»•*'  landtog." 

With  what ?      coolly  demanded  the  sciut     "The 
arrows  ot  Uncas.  or  such  tears  as  women  shed  I  No,  no :  you 
SfniTt  "f  **  !**•  "***  *^^'  "^*°<**'  «»»d  at  such  an  a«  I 
Moh  cans,  "  let  »  remember  we  are  men  without  a  cross 
^^nZ'ZS  *»«!L««ves  of  the  forest  that  wWte  Sood 
can  run  as  freely  as  red,  when  the  appointed  hour  is  come  " 
-»f  hSf  *^  *""?  '^y  ^  ^^^  direcUon  indicated  by  tlie 
Si!^!*  T*\r**  "^  ■  conflrmaUon  of  his  worst  appre- 
hensions to  the  eondoet  of  the  Indians.     Chtocachaook 
p  adng  himself  to  a  dignified  post«e  on  anoSerttnt 
•f  the  rock,  had  already  laid  aside  his  knife  and  tomahawk, 

•ead,  and  smoothtag  the  solitary  tuft  of  hair  to  leadtoess 
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to  p«rfMm  its  iMt  Mid  ravoMig  offlee.    His  rn^ 

•n  ttpr«Md«i  better  suited  to  tbe  chaage  |1^22LJ 
momenti««y,  to  undergo.  ^^        •«P«5ted, 

««n,      evea  «t  tWs  veiy  iMonent  succour  bmv  be  at  h^ 
It  may  be  a  minute,  or  it  may  be  an  bour.  afaTthe 

Ttb^^^^'f-""  ^'^^  "^  ^^"'^  "^^  *^°»<^  to  the  mist 

t,i«!!ill  t^®  ?f*»«o  ^o™en  go  weep  over  their  slain  I  "  re- 
t^edttefod^w^his  Characteristic  pri^^ 

irtfh^- ^,    wigwams,  and  has  poisoned  tbeir  trlumnh 

t^SJ^    HS^'^  *''  '^^"^^  ^»»o»«  fathers  ^en^?e. 
turned  I    Eleven  warriors  Ue  hid  from  the  cravM  ott^ir 

ISeS??  ^r;H^^*°.^'  *°"«"*  °'  Chingachgoolc  shin^ 
Iv^l    ♦  Let  them  draw  the  sharpest  Icnlfe,  and  whiri  the 

Jl^f  *  /r^^^^v'*  "^'^^  *>«t^t  enemTisTn  UieiJ 
hands.  Uncas,  my  boy,  topmost  branch  of  a  noble  tru^T 
caU  on  the  cowards  to  hasten,  or  their  hearts  ^^S' 
and  they  wiU  chmge  to  wome^  I  "  ^  •®"*"» 

Siuttt'is^eUl'^o'r  1    ?*y^P^™  th?:£s"X 

peculiar  burst  of  the  natives  with  deep  a?ten^n^  '^h^ 
have  wanned  their  Indian  feelings,  and  the?S  wS  nrovoS 
the  Maquas  to  give  them  a  speedy  end  I^tor^  S^«  ' 
0  the  whole  blood  of  the  whiL!l?  fatiltSnTtSt' lloSS 
die  as  becomes  my  colour,  with  no  words  of  sco^i  ta  mv 
mouth,  and  without  bitterness  at  the  heL?  I  ••       '      ^ 
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"  Why  die  At  «U  T  *'  MM  Cora,  advaadiig  Ikom  th« 
plaM  wbue  natural  horror  had,  aatil  thto  moment,  hdd  her 
riviied  to  the  rode ;  "  the  path  li  open  ea  evoy  side ;  fly, 
th«,  to  the  woods,  and  call  on  God  for  succour  I  Go, 
brave  men,  we  owe  you  too  much  already ;  let  us  no  longer 
involve  you  hi  our  hiq>less  fortunes  1 " 

"  Yo«  but  UtUe  Icnow  the  craft  of  the  Iroqaols,  lady,  If 
you  Judge  they  have  left  the  path  open  to  the  woods  1 " 
ntnmed  Hcwit-eye,  who,  however,  immediately  added  hi 
his  sfanpUdty :  "  The  down  stream  current,  it  is  certatai, 
might  soon  sweep  us  b^ond  the  reach  of  their  rifles,  or  the 
sound  of  their  voices." 

"  Then  try  the  river  Why  Unger,  to  add  to  the  number 
ef  the  victims  of  our  men^ess  enemies  ?  " 

"  Why,"  rq>eated  the  scout,  looking  about  him,  proudly, 
"  because  it  b  better  for  a  man  to  die  at  peace  with  hhn- 
self  than  to  live  haunted  by  an  evil  conscience  I  What 
answ«r  could  we  give  to  Munro,  when  he  asked  us  when 
and  how  we  left  his  children  ?  " 

"  Go  to  hhn,  and  say,  that  ymi  left  them  with  a  message 
to  hasten  to  Iheh*  aid,"  returned  Ck)ra,  advancing  nigher  to 
the  scout,  in  her  generous  ardour ;  "  that  the  Hurons  bear 
tlMm  hito  the  northern  wilds,  but  that  by  vigilance  and 
speed  they  may  yet  be  rescued ;  and  if,  after  all,  it  should 
please  Heaven,  that  his  assistance  come  too  late,  bear  to 
film,"  she  continued,  the  firm  tones  M  her  voice  gradually 
lowering,  until  they  seemed  nearly  choked,  "  the  love,  the 
blessings,  the  flnal  prayers  of  his  dau^ters,  and  bid  hhn 
not  to  mourn  thehr  early  fate,  but  to  look  forward  with 
humble  confidence  to  the  Christian's  goal  to  meet  his 
childroi." 

The  hard,  weather-beaten  features  of  the  scout  began 
sensibly  to  work,  as  he  listened,  and  when  she  had  ended, 
he  dropped  Ids  chin  to  his  hand,  like  a  man  musing  pro- 
foundly on  the  nature  of  her  proposal. 

"  There  is  reason  In  her  words  1 "  at  length  broke  from 
his  compressed  and  trembling  lips ;  "  ay,  and  they  bear 
the  sphit  of  Christianity  ;  what  might  be  right  and  proper 
in  a  red  skin,  may  be  sinful  in  a  man  who  has  not  even  a 
cross  in  blood  to  plead  for  his  ignorance.  Chingachgook  I 
Uncas  I   hear  y<m  the  talk  <A  the  dtfk-eyed  woman  ?  " 

He  now  spoke  in  IMaware  to  his  companions,  and  his 
address,  thougb  cahn  and  deliberate,  seemed  very  decided. 
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The  dder  Mohican  hMrd  Um  with  deq>  gravity,  nd  ap- 
peared  to  ponder  on  his  wordi,  as  though  he  fdt  the  kn- 
portance  of  their  tanport  Atter  a  moment  of  hesiUtioii,  he 
waved  his  hand  in  assent,  and  uttered  the  English  word 
good,"  with  the  peculiar  emphasis  of  his  people.  Th«n, 
repladng  his  ludfe  and  tomahawk  in  hU  girdle,  the  warrior 
moved  silently  to  the  edge  of  the  rock  most  concealed  from 
the  hostile  banks  of  the  river.  Here  he  paused  a  moment, 
pointed  signiflcanUy  to  the  woods  below,  and  saying  a  few 
words  in  his  own  language,  as  if  indicating  his  taitended 
route,  he  dropped  Into  the  water,  and  sunk  from  befon  the 
eyes  of  the  anxious  witnesses  of  his  movements. 

The  scout  delayed  his  departure  to  speak  to  the  gen- 
erous maiden,  whose  breathing  became  lighter  as  she  saw 
the  success  of  her  remonstrance. 

"  Wisdom  is  sometimes  given  to  the  young,  as  weU  as 
the  old,"  he  said ;  "  and  what  you  have  spoken  is  wise, 
not  to  call  it  by  a  better  word.  If  you  are  led  into  the 
woods,  that  is,  such  of  you  as  may  be  spared  for  a  while 
break  the  twigs  on  the  bushes  as  you  pass,  and  make  the 
marks  of  your  trail  as  broad  as  you  can.  when,  if  mortal 
eyes  can  see  them,  depend  on  having  a  friend  who  wlB 
foUow  to  the  ends  of  the  'arth  afore  he  deserts  you." 

He  gave  Cora  an  aflecUonate  shake  of  the  hand,  lifted 
his  rifle,  and  after  reganUng  it  a  moment  with  melancholy 
solicitude,  hiid  it  carefully  aside,  and  descended  to  the  plan 
where  Chtegachgook  had  just  disappeared.  For  an  tautant 
he  hung  suspended  by  the  rock ;  and  looking  about  him, 
with  a  countenance  of  peculiar  care,  he  added  bitteriy  • 
••  Had  the  powder  held  out,  this  disgrace  could  never  have 
befaUen  I  "  then,  loosening  his  hold,  the  water  closed  above 
his  head,  and  he  also  became  lost  to  view. 

All  eyes  were  now  turned  on  Uncas,  who  stood  leaning 
against  the  ragged  rock,  hi  immovable  composure.  After 
waiting  a  short  thne  Cora  pointed  down  the  river,  and  said  : 
"  Your  friends,  as  you  perceive,  have  not  been  seen,  and 
are  now,  most  probably,  in  safety ;  is  it  not  time  for  vou 
to  follow  ?  " 

"  Uncas  will  stay,"  the  young  Mohican  cafa^  answered 
in  his  imperfect  English.  * 

"  To  increase  the  horror  of  our  capture,  and  to  dimhiish 
the  chances  of  our  release  !  Go,  generous  young  man," 
Cora  conUnued,  lowoi^  her  eyes  under  the  ardent  f*  of 
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Si^  e«S««ttal  of  my  nMSMngen.  TeU  him  to  tout 
Go ;  tto  my  wkh,  'tta  my  prayer,  tlut  yoa  wOl  «ir 

■  nniirlm  it«p  Im  croMed  the  rock  and  diomMd  inta  th. 
tro^rtrj^  H«dly.hr«ithw«Si^?ffoi?J:S; 
brtrfad  ntfl  thjjr  emght a glimp.eof  hi. head emwgtoS  S 
air,  far  down  the  eaireat,  irhea  he  again  wnlt.^  «. 
■een  no  more.  ^*^  ^^»  """  '^■* 

h-H^irf-i"^?  "?  "PparenUy  roccetsfol  experimenU 
had  aU  taicen  place  in  a  few  minute,  of  that  tiSie  wWdJ 
had  now  become  w  preclou..  AfUr  the  la.t  lookTlW 
a.«mumed,  and.  With  a  quivering  Up,  «,drel^  S 
"  ^  »»ve  heard  of  your  boasted  ddU  to  the  water  too 
you^by  theM  .fanple  and  faithful  being.."  ~*™*'*''  ■•» 
omte^rj^i  .^  If**  ^"  ^"^  ^"Id  exact  from  her 

8he'l^iL?°"*K*?*  '"  *^*  subUeUes  and  fabe  opinions." 
She  answered,  but  a  moment  when  every  duty  should  be 
eqn^  considered.    To  us  you  can  be  of  ?o  fSShS^a^^ 

ne1S.'Se^.^"^°"*  "^^  '^'^  »>»  ^-^  '«  '^^^^ 

fi!f^rr  y  °'  ^**'  ^h°  ^a»  clingtog  to  his  arm  with 
the  dq>endency  of  an  infant 

m«L^°»°5**!f'  "'^ l'.^'"  «>°"n«ed  Cora,  after  a  pause  of  a 
moment,  during  which  she  seemed  to  struggle  wiUi  a  oimfl 
even  more  acute  than  any  that  her  fear.  hlS  edited  "^^ 

rSV^  "iT  *^'  ?"*  ^^*"»-*  «h"te  tSatT^'st  p^; 
at  the  good  thne  of  God's  appointment"  ^^ 

-«    u.    ^  "*  "^^  *^*"  ^orse  than  death,"  said  Duncan 
whiS^«  n*::!^;'  '"^.  ^  "  '^""^  «*  ^^^^  ImiorClty.  -  but 
may  «v^A."  °'  °°'  ''****  ^**'^'*  «"«  °°  you/ beh^ 

in  h^Sif*^^  ''IS?^  ^^'^  entreaties,  and  veiUng  her  face 
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CHAPTER  IX 

IHipel,  my  fair.  wi^^Ubi^  tb»  (im'iroiw  elooibk 
Xhft*  hMf  M  thy  qImt  brow.  ' 

Thb  tudden  and  afanost  magical  change  from  Uia  sUrrtaH 
taiddenU  of  the  combat  to  the  stillness  that  now  nl^ed 
around  him  acted  on  the  heated  Imagination  Heyward  like 
some  exciting  dream.  WhUe  aU  the  hnagea  and  eveaU  ha 
had  witnessed  remained  deeply  Impressed  on  his  memory, 
he  felt  a  (Ufflculty  to  persuading  himself  of  their  tmth 
Still  Ignorant  of  the  fate  of  those  who  had  trusted  to  the 
aid  of  the  swift  current,  he  at  first  listened  faitenUy  to  any 
signal  or  sounds  of  alarm  which  might  announce  the  good 
or  evfl  fortune  of  their  hazardous  undertaking.  His  atten- 
tion was,  however,  bestowed  In  vain ;  for,  with  the  dis- 
appearance of  Uncas,  every  sign  of  the  adventurers  had 
been  lost,  leaving  hhn  In  total  uncertainty  of  their  sub- 
sequent fate. 

In  a  moment  of  such  painful  doubt,  Duncan  did  not 
hesitate  to  look  about  him,  without  consulting  that  pro- 
tection from  the  rocks  which  just  before  had  been  so  neces- 
sary to  his  safety.  Every  effort,  however,  to  detect  the 
least  evidence  of  the  approach  of  their  hidden  enemies  was 
as  fruitless  aa  the  inquiiy  after  his  late  companions.  The 
wooded  banks  of  the  river  seemed  again  deserted  by  every- 
thtog  possessing  animal  life.  The  uproar  which  had  so 
lately  echoed  through  the  vaults  of  the  forest  was  gone, 
leaving  the  rush  ol  the  waters  to  sweU  and  sink  on  the 
currents  of  the  ate.  in  the  unmingled  sweetness  of  nature. 
A  fish-hawk,  who,  secure  on  the  topmost  branches  of  a  dead 
ptae,  had  been  a  distairt  q>ectator  of  the  fray,  now  stooped 
from  his  hi^  and  raftged  perch,  and  soared,  in  wide  sweeps, 
above  his  prey  ;  whfle  a  jay,  whose  noisy  voice  had  been 
stilled  by  the  hoarsor  cries  of  the  savages,  ventured  agahi 
to  open  his  discordant  throat,  as  tbeu^  once  more  left  In 
undistivbed  possession  of  his  wild  domMB«.  Duncan  caught 
from  these  natural  accompanimeats  of  yie  solitary  scene  a 
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^hamtrtng  of  hope,  and  he  hegan  to  nDy  hit  faeulUet  to 
renewM  exerUoM,  with  something  like  a  reviving  eonfldence 
ID  tnev  •ttceen. 

rsJLT^*!^^"*^  •»  not  to  be  Mwi,"  he  lald.  addresdoir 
Sr5;JJ^  ff*^J?"  had  by  no  meant  fecovered  from 
ine  eiiecU  of  the  stunning  blow  he  had  received :   "  It 

pJoSdSi."""**^**  *»  "»e  cavern,  and  trust  the  rest  to 
•«  uJ  '^«»»*»"  *o  *'ave  united  with  two  eomdy  maidens 

Si^SlSSE^  ^S^  ^  P"***  '"'*  thanksghrtog."  letumed 
the  bewflderad  staging  master.  "  since  which  ttane  I  have 

»!3rI?^lS?K?L'?;?'^^"'*«^'"*'**'"»y»*»»-  Ih«vebeen 
mocked  with  the  Ukeness  of  sleep,  whUe  sounds  of  discord 
iiave  rent  my  ears,  such  as  might  manifest  the  tutaess  of 
tlm^  and  that  nature  had  forgotten  her  harmony.'* 

Poor  fenow  I  thine  own  period  was,  ta  truth,  near  iU 
accomplishment  I  But  arouse,  and  come  with  me ;  I  will 
lead  you  where  aU  other  sounds,  but  those  of  your  own 
psafanody,  shall  be  excluded." 

"There  is  melody  ta  the  fall  of  the  cataract,  and  the 
rushing  of  many  waters  is  sweet  to  the  senses  1 "  said  David. 
^^1^]^    *"**  confusedly  on  his  brow.    "  Is  not  the  air 

r;wu:?  tTe'^d.^^f?'  "*-»  -  "»*»"*»  ^^  -•p-^ 

-.,Ii^?iu°°^i  "°'  °°^'"  taterrupted  the  fanpatlent  Hey- 
J^'i«  r  7  ♦k"'"  **"*''*  •  ■"**  ^^•y  ^»»«  '«*««0  them,  I 
if^m  .S*  ;  ^'^  "'.**'"•  ^  '  everytWng  but  the  water 
is  still  and  at  peace ;  in,  then,  where  you  may  ereaU  those 
sounds  you  love  so  weU  to  hear." 

David  smfled  sadly,  though  not  without' a  momentary 
gleam  of  pleasure  lighting  his  countenance  at  this  allusion 
to  his  bdoved  yocaUon.  He  no  longer  hesitated  to  be  led 
xt  a  spot  which  promised  such  unalloyed  gratification  to 
Ws  wearied  senses ;  and,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  his  com- 
paalon,  he  entered  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  cave.  Duncan 
II«!I?-'  ?!.'*',***•  »«"«'*•«».  which  he  drew  before  the 

tnT^UMtllil^^M '"J^^?*!.*"*  •^•^  appearance  of  an  aper- 
ture.  Within  this  fragUe  barrier  he  arranged  the  blankets 
abandoned  by  the  foresters,  daricening  the  inner  extremity 
of  the  cavern,  while  its  outer  received  a  chastened  light 
from  the  naiTow  ravine,  through  which  one  arm  of  the  river 
SS  bel  *^*  Junction  wRh  Its  sis  v.  Iranch  a  few 
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"  I  Ukt  not  that  prtadj^  of  Um  uUvm,  which  imdm 
UMm  to  snhmlt  wtthout  a  ttnigglt,  hi  «aMM«iciM  that 
•PP«w  diiqmte,'' ht  Mid.  while  biMlMl  hi  hit  «Slw^ 

our  own  maxhn,  which  sayi,  •  whlU  Ufo  ranudn*  thtit  to 
hope.  Is  mon  consoling,  and  bettw  mitMl  to  a  Mldter's 
temperament.  To  you,  Cora,  I  wiU  orfa  no  words  of  Idle 
encouragement;  your  own  fortttnde,  and  lUMUsturbed 
rMson,  will  teach  you  an  that  may  become  your  sex :  hut 
JJJJJfJT?  ^  ***•  *•*"  *'  "»•*  trembling  weeper  hi  your 

"  I  am  eafaner,  Duncan,"  said  Alice,  raising  herself  from 
UM  arms  of  her  sister,  and  fordng  an  appearance  of  com- 
posure Uirough  her  tears ;  "  much  eafaner,  now.  Surely  in 
tWs  Udden  spot  we  are  safe,  we  are  secret,  free  from  taijury  ; 
we  wjl  hope  everything  from  those  generous  men,  who  have 
risked  so  much  ah«ady  hi  our  behalf." 

M„ri^?"  ^I?^"'  ••"?•  ^«*  'P*^  "k«  •  <>««il»ter  of 
Munro  I  said  Heyward,  paushig  to  pnss  her  hand  as  he 
passed  towards  the  outer  entrance  of  the  cavern.  "  With 
two  such  examples  of  courage  before  hhn,  a  man  would  be 
aahamed  to  prove  other  than  a  hero."  He  then  seated  hhn- 
sdf  In  the  centre  of  the  cavern,  gnuptaig  his  remainfaig  pbtol 
With  a  hand  firmly  clenched,  whUe  his  contracted  and 
frowning  eye  announced  the  suUen  desperaUon  of  his  pur- 
pose. "  The  Hurons,  if  they  come,  may  not  sain  our  nosi- 
Uon  so  easfly  as  they  think,"  he  lowly  muttered;  and, 
dropping  his  head  back  against  the  rock,  he  seemed  to 
await  the  result  in  paUence,  though  his  gaze  was  unceas- 
ingly bent  on  the  open  avenue  to  their  place  of  retreat 

With  the  last  sound  of  his  voice,  a  deep,  a  long,  and 
•hnost  breathless  silence  succeeded.  The  fresh  air  of  the 
morning  had  penetrated  the  recess,  and  lU  influence  was 
graduaUy  felt  on  the  splrlU  of  its  hmiates.  As  mhiute 
after  nUnute  passed  by,  leaving  them  In  undUturbed 
security,  the  hisInuaUng  feeling  of  hope  was  graduaUy  gain- 
ing possession  of  every  bosom,  though  each  one  felt  re- 
luctant to  give  utterance  to  expectations  that  the  next 
moment  might  so  fearfully  destroy. 

David  alone  formed  an  excepUon  to  these  varying 
emoUons.  A  gleam  of  light  from  the  openhig  crossed  his 
wan  countenance,  and  feU  upon  the  pages  of  the  lltUe 
volume,  whose  leaves  he  was  again  occupied  to  turning,  as 
if  searching  for  some  song  more  fitted  to  their  condition 
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than  any  that  had  yet  met  his  eye.  He  was  nio«t  ««». 
bably  acUng  aU  this  time  under  a^nfusedTSoSoS^ 
the  promised  consolaUon  of  Duncan     At  i*.»^  «        .i 

^;„'!f  p-"-*  r^^^  foZ2  rewaK;/liT;;;i? 

jSS^fi"'*"  *»'„T^o«y.  he  pronounced  aloud  thrchiJ: 
acterisUc  appeUation  of  "isle  of  Wight"  drew  •  i^If- 
swedt  jound  from  his  pitch-pipe,  and  tifn  'ran^hLgh  tSf 

SonS^Zh  ?!""""'  ?'  *?*  "*'•  ^^°«  name  he  had  jS? 
^'  Mat?'n!??i,u  "''•'^f  *°"*»  °'  ^'*  °^°  ™"sical  voice. 
In-  1,^  J  u  ***^  P^®""*  dangerous  ?  "  aslced  Cora,  glan©^ 
tog  her  darJc  eyes  at  Major  Heyward.  '  ^ 

.u    J.      '  *®"®^ '  *»^  vo^ce  is  too  feeble  to  be  heard  «mM 
the  dto  of  the  faUs,"  was  the  answer  •  "  heSrt^,  SJTl 
wm  pn,ve  his  friend.    Let  hS Xi,  todX  kL'^pSr 
•tace  It  may  be  done  without  haiard "  ^         ' 

wifh  o^twT^*^^'.'  "  repeated  David,  looktag  about  him 

wS?t  to  XS'?Jflf  «"i'y  ^^'^  ''W*  »»«  hfdTong  beln 
Th^r  *     ^  ?•  whispering  echoes  of  his  school :  "  'tis 

ruSntiT^er^pi^"^^"-"^"^^  let  It  therefore?: 

his^^pitis?  rrofthVs-c  rs?a^°  rr 

munnurtog  syUables.  graduaUy  steXg  TthelS.'  ^ti  J 

Sty     T?e  ™Tdv''' M^"'  ""^^^^«  produced  bThL 
aenmiy     The  melody,  which  no  weakness  could  destrn^ 

gradually  wrought  Its  sweet  tafluence^SJ  sens«i  of  tS 

who  heard  It.    It  even  prevaUed  over  the  mSSe  toliSstv 

of  the  song  of  David,  which,  after  so  much  dmaenT  tt« 

stager  had  selected  from  a  volume  of  slmflaS  eSn?-^-! 

caused  the  sense  to  be  forgotten  ta  t?e  SuatSg  hSi^y 

of  the  sounds.    Alice  unconsciously  dried  hw  tea^J«  J 

bent  her  melting  eyes  on  the  paUid  features  of  GaSS'  4Sh 

nor  wkhed  to  conceal.    Cora  bestowed  an  approvinVsmUe 

rae  open  sympathy  ot  Ihe  listeners  soon  stirred  the  sn^S 
of  the  votary  ol  music,  whose  voice  reealnedtt.  H^hn™ 
«<I  volmne.  without  lostog  that  to.^Jt^J'^ 
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K^'Iftll^fT**  ''^"^'   ^^*^"«  ^^  renovated  powers  to 

tong  and  fu  ton«  when  a  yeU  bunt  Into  the  air  iShJnL 
that  InstanUy  stUled  his  pious  strains,  choking  hi,  vS 
suddenly,  as  though  his  heart  had  Ut^y  bounded  toS 
the  passage  of  his  throat  "uuueu  mro 

th^'ZLH^H  °'*  '  "  V^^^^  Alice,  throwing  herself  into 
me  expanded  arms  of  Cora. 

H^arA  r«'.K°*  y«*'"  «t°™«d  the  agitated  but  undaunted 
S3Ti^  •  K  *^*  "^^P^  '^^  *"">  the  centre  of  the  island! 

pantons.     We  are  not  yet  discovered,  and  there  to^Sl 

i.^ronoM*"'*  almost  despairing  as  was  the  prospect  of 
escape,  the  words  of  Duncan  were  not  thrown  awav  for  It 
awakened  the  powers  of  the  sisters  to  suchTmSr  Sat 
IowLT"«**  ?*  !:^^'  ^  ''"«»«^    A  second  y^onfol 

down  the  island,  from  its  upper  to  Its  lower  extremilV  untU 
they  reached  the  naked  rock  above  the  caverns,  wh^re 
Sm/^°"'  ^'r^^^''  '^^^P^'  "»e  air  continued  JSl  of 
Jn?^?inT'  ?»d  screams,  such  as  man  alone  can  utter 
and  he  only  when  In  a  state  of  the  fiercest  barbarity 

♦Inn     c'°""'^,?"i*'^^y  "P^®***  "°"»**  them  in  every  dh-ec- 
tion.    Some  called  to  their  feUows  from  the  waters  edge 

and  were  answered  from  the  heights  above.    Crfes  wire 

c^  Ste^ed^S  "'^^""^  ?  *"'  ^^^"^  beneath  LTw" 
Stt^^S?^^*  ^'"w"'*^  y*"'  '^**  «'°''«  °"t  of  the  abyss 
i^  ^J^P  "'^^'*  ^"  "hort,  so  rapidly  had  the  savace 
sounds  diffused  themselves  over  the  ba^en  rock  toJt  1? 
was  not  difficult  for  the  anxious  listeners  to  Sne  ttiaf 
they  could  be  heard  beneath,  as  hi  truth  they  weVe  above 
and  on  every  side  of  them. 

In  the  midst  of  this  tumult  a  triumphant  yeU  was  raised 

V^r^  V'":  ''*i  °'  '^*  ^^^^'^^^  «»*^^«  to  the  cam   Hey 
7Zt  t"lT^  every  hope,  with  the  belief  it  was  the 
?«.?/'  they  were  discovered.    Again  the  fanpression 
passed  away  as  he  heard  the  voices  collect  near  theTot 

^^S^^^r^'^^  ""^^  ^^'^  '°  reluctently  abandoned  his  rifle. 
^Id  the  jargon  of  the  Indian  dialects  that  he  now  plafaily 
J.T  '  ,  Tv'  **^.*°  '^^'ttaguish  not  only  words,  bJt  sen- 
i^^TU  the  patois  of  the  Canadas.  A  burst  of  Voices  had 
shouted,  shnultaneously,  "  La  Longue  Carabine  I "  causing 
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the  opposite  woods  to  re-echo  with  a  name  which  Heyward 
well  remembered  to  have  heard,  had  been  given  by  his 
enemies  to  a  celd>rated  hunter  and  scout  of  the  English 
camp,  and  who  he  now  learned  for  the  first  time  had  been 
bis  late  companion. 

"  La  Longue  Carabine  I  la  Longue  Carabine  t "  passed 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  untfl  the  whole  band  appeared  to  be 
collected  round  the  trophy,  which  would  seem  to  announce 
the  death  of  its  formidable  owner.  After  a  vociferous  con- 
sultation, which  was,  at  times,  deafened  by  bursts  of  savage 
Joy,  they  again  separated,  filling  the  air  with  the  name  of 
a  foe,  whose  body  Heyward  could  collect  from  their  expres- 
sions they  hoped  to  find  concealed  in  some  crevice  of  the 
island. 

"  Now,"  he  whispered  to  the  trembling  sisters,  "  now  is 
the  moment  of  uncertainty  I  If  our  place  of  retreat  escape 
this  scrutiny,  we  are  stUl  safe  I  In  every  event,  we  are 
assured,  by  what  has  fallen  from  our  enemies,  that  our 
friends  have  escaped,  and  in  two  short  hours  we  may  look 
for  succour  from  Webb." 

Tnere  were  now  a  few  minutes  of  fearful  stfllness,  during 
which  Heyward  knew  that  the  savages  conducted  their 
search  with  greater  vigilance  and  method.  More  luan  once 
he  could  distinguish  their  footsteps,  as  they  brushed  the 
sassafras,  causing  the  faded  leaves  to  rustle  and  the  branches 
to  snap.  At  length  the  pile  yielded  a  little,  a  comer  of  a 
blanket  fell,  and  a  faint  ray  of  light  gleamed  hito  the  inner 
part  of  the  cave.  Cora  folded  Alice  to  her  bosom  in  agony, 
and  Duncan  sprang  like  lightning  to  his  feet.  A  shout  was 
at  th&t  moment  heard,  as  if  issuing  from  the  centre  of  the 
rock,  announcing  that  the  neighbouring  cavern  had  at 
length  been  entered.  In  a  minute,  the  number  and  loudness 
of  the  voices  indicated  that  the  whole  party  were  collected 
in  and  around  that  secret  place. 

As  the  inner  passages  to  the  two  caves  were  so  close  to 
each  other,  Duncan,  believing  that  escape  was  no  longer 
possible,  passed  Da^dd  and  the  sisters,  to  place  himself  be- 
tween the  latter  and  the  first  onset  of  the  terrible  meeting. 
Grown  desperate  by  his  situation,  he  drew  nigh  the  slight 
barrier  which  separated  him  only  by  a  few  feet  from  his 
relentless  pursuers,  and  placing  bis  face  to  the  casual  open- 
ing, he  even  looked  out,  with  a  sort  of  appalling  indifference 
on  their  movements. 
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Within  reach  of  his  arm  was  the  brawny  shoulder  of  a 
gigantic  Indian,  whose  deep  and  authoritative  voice  appear- 
betogive  directions  to  the  proceedings  of  his  fellows.  Beyond 
htan  again,  Duncan  could  look  into  the  deep  vault  opposite, 
which  was  filled  with  savages,  uptumhig  and  rifling  the 
humble  furniture  of  the  scout.    The  wound  of  David  had 
dyed  the  leaves  of  sassafras  with  a  colour  that  the  natives 
well  knew  was  anticipating  the  season.    Over  this  sign  of 
their  success,  they  set  up  a  howl,  like  an  opening  from  so 
many  hounds  who  had  recovered  their  lost  trail.    After  this 
yell  of  victory,  they  tore  up  the  fragrant  bed  of  the  cavern, 
and  bore  the  branches  into  the  chasm,  scattering  the  boughs, 
as  if  they  suspected  them  of  concealing  the  person  of  the 
man  they  had  so  long  hated  and  feared.    One  fierce  and 
wild  1  joking  warrior  approached  the  chief,  bearing  a  load 
of  the  brush,  and,  pointing  exultingly  to  the  deep  red  stains 
with  which  it  was  sprinkled,  uttered  his  joy  in  Indian  yells, 
whose  meaning  Heyward  was  only  enabled  to  comprehend 
by  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  name  of  "  la  Longue  Cara- 
bine 1 "    "When  this  triumph  had  ceased,  he  ca?t  the  brush 
on  the  slight  heap  that  Duncan  had  made  before  the  en- 
trance of  the  second  caver«,  and  closed  the  view.    His 
example  was  followed  by  others,  who,  as  they  drew  the 
branches  from  the  cave  of  the  scout,  threw  them  into  one 
pile,  adding  unconsciously  to  the  security  of  those  they 
sought.    The  very  slightness  of  the  defence  was  its  chief 
merit,  for  no  one  thought  of  disturbing  a  mass  of  brush, 
which  all  of  them  believed,  hi  that  moment  of  hurry  and 
confusion,  had  been  accidentally  raised  by  the  hands  of 
their  own  party. 

As  the  blankets  yielded  before  the  outv/ard  pressure, 
and  *he  branches  settled  into  the  fissure  of  the  rock  by  their 
own  weight,  forming  a  compact  body,  Duncan  once  mor-a 
breathed  freely.  With  a  light  step,  and  lighter  heart,  he 
returned  to  the  centre  o»  »he  cave,  and  took  the  place  he 
had  left,  where  he  cou'  ;mmand  a  view  of  the  opening 
next  the  river.  WhUe  he  was  in  the  act  of  making  this 
movement,  the  Indians,  as  if  changing  their  purpose  by  a 
common  impulse,  broke  away  from  the  chasm  in  a  body, 
and  were  heard  rushing  up  the  island  again,  towards  the 
point  whence  they  had  originally  descended.  Here  another 
wailing  cry  betrayed  that  they  were  again  collected  around 
the  bodies  of  their  dead  comrades. 
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Duncan  now  ventured  to  look  at  his  companions ;  for, 
during  the  most  critical  moments  of  their  danger,  he  had 
been  apprehensive  that  the  anxiety  of  his  countenance 
might  communicate  some  additional  alarm  to  those  who 
were  so  little  able  to  sustatai  it 

"  They  are  gone,  Cora  I "  he  whispered ;  •'  Alice,  they 
are  returned  whence  they  came,  and  we  are  saved  I  To 
Heaven,  that  has  alone  delivered  us  from  the  grasp  of  so 
merciless  an  enemy,  be  all  the  praise  I  " 

"  Then  to  Heaven  will  I  return  my  thanks  I  "  exdataned 
the  younger  sister,  rising  from  the  oicircling  arms  of  Cora, 
and  casting  herself,  with  enthusiastic  gratitude,  on  the  naked 
rock  to  her  knees :  "  To  that  Heaven  who  has  spared  the 
tears  of  a  grey-headed  father^— has  saved  the  lives  of  those 
I  so  much  love  " — 

Both  Heyward  and  the  more  tempted  Cora  witnessed 
the  act  of  involuntary  emotion  with  powerful  sympathy, 
the  former  secretly  believing  that  piety  had  never  worn  a 
form  so  lovely  as  it  had  now  assumed  in  the  youthful  person 
of  Alice.  Her  eyes  were  radiant  with  the  glow  of  her  grate- 
ful feelings ;  the  flush  of  her  beauty  was  again  seated  on 
her  cheeks,  and  her  whole  soul  seemed  ready  and  anxious 
to  pour  out  its  thanksgiving,  through  the  medium  of  her 
eloquent  features.  But  when  her  lips  moved,  the  words 
they  should  have  uttered  appeared  frozen  by  some  new  and 
sudden  chill.  Her  bloom  gave  place  to  the  paleness  of 
death ;  her  soft  and  melting  eyes  grew  hard,  and  seemed 
contracting  with  horror ;  while  those  hands  which  she  had 
raised  clasped  in  each  other  towards  heaven,  dropped  in 
horizontal  lines  before  her,  the  fingers  pointing  forward  in 
convulsed  motion.  Hejrward  turned  the  instant  she  gave 
a  direction  to  his  suspicions,  and,  peering  just  above  the 
ledge  which  formed  the  threshold  of  the  open  outlet  of  the 
cavern,  he  beheld  the  malignant,  fierce,  and  savage  features 
of  le  Renard  SubtU. 

In  that  moment  of  horrid  surprise,  the  self-possession  of 
Heyward  did  not  desert  him.  He  observed  by  the  vacant 
expression  of  the  Indian's  countenance  that  his  eye,  accus- 
tomed to  the  open  air,  had  not  yet  been  able  to  penetrate 
the  dusky  light  which  pervaded  the  depth  of  the  cavern. 
He  had  even  thought  of  retreating  beyond  a  curvature  in 
the  natural  wall,  which  might  still  conceal  hhn  and  his 
companions,  when,  by  the  sudden  gleam  of  intelligence  that 
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•hot  across  the  features  of  the  savage,  he  saw  it  was  to» 
late,  and  that  they  were  betrayed. 

The  look  of  exultaUon  and  brutal  triumph  which  an- 
nounced this  terrible  truth  was  Irresistibly  Irritating.  Forget- 
ful of  everything  but  the  impulse  of  his  hot  blood,  Duncan 
levelled  his  pistol  and  flred.  The  report  of  the  weaprn  mad* 
the  cavern  bcUow  like  the  eruption  of  a  volcano,  and  when 
the  smoke  it  vomited  had  driven  away  before  the  current 
of  air  which  issued  from  the  ravine,  the  place  so  lately 
occupied  by  the  features  of  his  treacherous  guide  was  vacant 
Rushing  to  the  ouUet,  Heyward  caught  a  glimpse  of  his 
dark  figure.  steaUng  around  a  low  and  narrow  ledge,  which 
soon  hid  him  entirely  from  his  sight 

Among  the  savages  a  frightful  stiUness  succeeded  the 
explosion,  which  had  Just  been  heard  bursting  from  the 
bowels  of  the  rock.  But  when  le  Renard  raised  his  voice 
in  a  long  and  intelligible  whoop,  it  was  answered  by  a 
spontaneous  yeU  from  the  mouth  of  every  Indian  within 
hearing  of  the  sound.  The  clamorous  noises  again  rushed 
down  the  Island,  and  before  Duncan  had  time  to  recover 
from  the  shock,  his  feeble  barrier  of  brush  was  scattered  to 
the  winds,  the  cavern  was  entered  at  both  its  extremities, 
and  he  and  his  companions  were  dragged  from  their  shelter 
and  borne  into  the  day,  where  they  stood  surrounded  bv 
the  whole  band  of  the  triumphant  Hurons. 


CHAPTER  X. 

I  fear  we  shall  outsleep  the  coming  mOTn. 

As  much  u  we  thia  night  have  overwatched. 
—  Midaummer-Nighi't  Dream, 

Thb  Instant  the  first  shock  of  this  sudden  misfortune 
had  abated,  Duncan  began  to  make  his  observations  on  the 
appearance  and  proceedings  of  their  captors.  Contrary  to 
the  usages  of  the  naUves,  in  the  wantonness  of  their  success, 
they  had  respected  not  only  the  persons  of  the  trembling 
sisters,  but  his  own.  The  rich  ornaments  of  his  mflitaiy 
attire  had  indeed  been  repeatedly  handled  by  different  in- 
dividuals of  the  tribe,  with  eyes  expressing  a  savage  longing 
to  possess  the  baubles ;  but  before  the  customary  violence 
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could  be  resorted  to,  m  mandate  In  the  authoritative  voice 
•f  the  larger  warrior  already  mentioned  ctayed  the  up- 
lifted hand,  and  convinced  Heyward  that  they  were  to  be 
reserved  for  some  object  of  particular  moment. 

While,  however,  these  manifestations  of  weaknea  were 
exhibited  by  the  young  and  vain  of  the  party,  the  more 
experienced  warriors  continued  their  search  throughout  both 
caverns,  with  an  activity  that  denoted  they  were  far  from 
being  satisfied  with  those  fruits  of  their  conquest  which  had 
already  been  brought  to  light.  Unable  to  discover  any  new 
victim,  these  diligent  workers  of  vengeance  soon  approached 
their  male  prisoners,  pronouncing  the  name  "la  Longue 
Carabine  "  with  a  fierceness  that  could  not  easfly  be  mis- 
taken. Duncan  affected  not  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
their  repeated  and  violent  interrogatories,  whfle  his  com- 
panion was  spared  the  effort  of  a  similar  deception  by  his 
ignorance  of  French.  Wearied,  at  length,  by  their  impor- 
tunities, and  apprehensive  of  irritating  his  captors  by  too 
stubborn  a  silence,  the  former  looked  about  him  in  quest 
of  Magna,  who  might  interpret  his  answers  to  those  ques- 
tions which  were,  at  each  moment,  becoming  more  earnest 
and  threatening. 

The  conduct  of  this  tavage  had  formed  a  solitary  ex- 
ception to  that  of  all  his  fellows.  While  the  others  were 
busily  occupied  in  seeking  to  gratify  their  childish  passion 
for  finery,  by  plundering  even  the  miserable  effects  of  the 
scout,  or  had  been  searching  with  such  blood-thirsty  ven- 
geance in  their  looks,  for  their  absent  owner,  le  Renard 
had  stood  at  a  little  distance  from  the  prisoners,  with  a 
demeanour  so  quiet  and  satisfied  as  to  betray  that  he, 
at  least,  had  already  effected  the  grand  purpose  of  his 
treachery.  When  the  eyes  of  Heyward  first  met  those  of 
his  recent  guide,  he  turned  them  away  in  horror  at  the 
sinister,  though  calm,  look  he  encountered.  Conquering  his 
disgust,  however,  he  was  able,  with  an  averted  face,  to 
address  his  successful  enemy : 

"  Le  Renard  SubUl  is  too  much  of  a  warrior,"  said  the 
reluctant  Heyward,  "  to  refuse  telling  an  unarmed  man 
what  his  conquerors  say." 

"  They  ask  for  the  hunter  who  knows  the  paths  through 
the  woods,"  returned  Magna,  in  his  broken  English,  laying 
his  hand,  at  the  same  Ume,  with  a  ferocious  smile,  on  the 
bundle  of  leaves,  with  which  a  wound  on  his  own  dioulder 
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WM  bandaged;  "la  Longue  Carabine  I  hi.  rifle  U  food 
White  chief .  It  U  nothing  against  the  life  of  le  Subtil." 

r»^J£  11"**'*^  *•  ^  **"^'  **  remember  the  hurt*  be  has 
recdved  In  war,  or  the  hand,  that  gave  them  I »' 

iM^JSiV^?*".'  Who  filled  the  bushe.  with  ,Sf" 
Ing  enem^eet  who  drew  the  knife?  whose  tonmieWM 
peace,  whOe  his  heart  was  coloured  with  blSdT  dS 

that  his  hand  had  dug  It  up  ?  "  »»wuuu,  wia 

5S2??«^  *'  ^u?"^  premeditated  treachery,  md  dhl 
dalned  to  deprecate  his  resentment  by  «ny  words  of  Soloi^ 
he  remahied  silent  Magua  seemed  also  content  to  rwt  SI' 
controver^.  as  weH  a.  aU  further  commS^on  thS!  tor 
he  mumed  the  leanlngatUtude  agatost  th«oX^S7h'lch 
n  his  momentaiy  energy,  he  had  arisen.    But  to?mr  o« 

la  Longue  Carabine"  was  renewed  the  Instmt  thTta- 
patient  savage,  perceived  that  the  short  dialogul^as  endS. 
"0,.Ihk      '    "J?  Magna,  with  stubborn  tadiflerence, 

the  red  Hurons  caU  for  the  life  of  the  •  long  rifle '  orthev 

wffl  have  the  blood  of  them  that  keep  him  hid  l''  ^ 

He  is  gone-escaped ;  he  is  far  beyond  their  reach  " 

K«»  .K  "1  *  '^^"*  "*°  '^^^'  ^e  thinks  he  is  at  peace  • 
ttl^nf?  '"'^"^now  !<,..  „  rture  even  the ^SsTof 
their  enemies.    Where  U  j?    r^t  th.  „«»"""^  "* 

his  scalp  I  "        """^''  »  /  7    Let  the  Hurons  see 

"  He  is  not  dead,  bu.         ^ed." 
Magua  shook  his  head  incredulously,  and  added: 
18  he  a  bird,  to  spread  his  wings ;  or  is  he  a  fish  to 

ta  W.m°"'  'Ti^?,  "'  "^^  »""^  The  White  chlef^i: 
In  bis  books  and  believes  the  Hurons  are  fools  I" 

rtnwn^!"!  °°  ®'v'  ""* '  ^°"8  ^^« '  can  swim.  He  floated 
down  the  stream  when  the  powder  was  all  burnt,  and  when 
the  eyes  of  the  Hurons  were  beWnd  a  cloud  " 
^ni's^^y^^  ^^  "^*  white  chief  stay  ?  "  demanded  th« 
Jtffl  Incredulous  Indian.  "  is  he  a  stone,  that^  t^  he 
bottom,  or  does  the  scalp  bum  his  head  ?  " 

tato  tSfllJit^^h?*  *  ''°"*''  y**"  ^^^^  "'"^de  who  fell 
mto  the  falls  might  answer,  were  the  life  stUl  In  him."  said 

the  provoke^d  young  man,  using.  In  his  anger,  that  bJastf Id 
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langnage  whldi  was  most  Ukdy  to  excite  the  udmintion 
of  an  Indian.  "  The  white  man  thinlu  none  but  cowards 
desert  their  wftmen." 

Magua  mattered  a  few  words  Inaudibly  between  his 
teeth,  before  he  continued,  aloud : 

"  Can  the  Delawares  swim ,  too,  as  well  as  crawl  In  the 
bushes  ?    Where  is  '  le  Gros  Serpent  1 '  " 

Duncan,  who  perceived  by  the  use  of  these  Canadian 
iqipellations  that  his  late  companions  were  much  better 
known  to  his  enemies  than  to  himself,  answered,  reluc- 
tantly :    "  He  also  is  gone  down  with  the  water." 

" « Le  Cerf  Agtte '  is  not  here." 

"  I  know  not  whom  you  call  the  '  nimble  deer,' "  said 
Duncan,  ^dly  profiting  by  any  excuse  to  create  delay. 

"  Uncas,"  returned  Magua,  pronouncing  the  Delaware 
name  with  even  greater  difficulty  than  he  spoke  his  English 
words.  " '  Bounding  elk '  is  what  thw  white  man  says  when 
he  calls  to  the  young  Mohican." 

"Here  is  some  confusion  in  names  between  us,  le 
Renard,"  said  Duncan,  hoping  to  provoke  a  discussion. 
"  Diam  is  the  French  for  deer,  and  cerf  for  stag ;  dan  is 
the  true  term,  when  one  would  speak  of  an  elk." 

"  Yes,"  muttered  the  Indian,  in  his  native  tongue ; 
"  the  pale-faces  are  prattling  women  I  they  have  two  words 
for  each  thing,  while  a  red  skin  will  make  the  sound  of  his 
voice  speak  for  him."  Then  changing  his  language,  he  con- 
tinued, adhering  to  the  imperfect  nomenclature  of  his  pro- 
vincial instructors :  "  The  deer  is  swift,  but  weak ;  the 
elk  is  swift,  but  strong ;  and  the  son  of  '  le  Serpent '  is 
'  le  Cerf  A^e.'    Has  he  leaped  the  river  to  the  woods  ?  " 

"  If  you  mean  the  yoimg  Delaware,  he  too  is  gone  down 
with  the  water." 

As  there  was  nothing  improbable  to  an  Indian  in  the 
manner  of  the  escape,  Magua  admitted  the  truth  of  what 
he  had  heard,  with  a  readiness  that  afforded  additional 
evidence  how  little  he  would  prize  such  worthless  captives. 
With  his  companions,  however,  the  feeling  was  manifestly 
different. 

The  Hurons  had  awaited  the  result  of  this  short  dialogue 
with  characteristic  patience,  and  with  a  silence  that  in- 
creased unto  there  was  a  general  stillness  in  the  band. 
When  Heyward  ceased  to  speak,  they  turned  their  eyes, 
as  one  man,  on  Magua,  demanding  in  thb  expressive  manner 
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ISin*S?TlK"J?'  ''*•*  *•■'*  *»««"  ••*«>•    Their  Interpreter 
pointed  to  the  river,  and  made  them  acaualnled  ^  tiw. 

r^Ji,^ V**l7*Vf  "•""y  understood,  the  savagw  SS 

pointment    Some  ran  furiously  to  the  water*   edze  h^at 

2lf  t'l'^SS?  '!;*?i*"  «~'™'  ^"J*  oSrr.pa?u;;,S?he" 
?ITn-;iI".  "*"."*  "*•  wPPOied  treason  It  had  conmUtted 
against  their  adcnowledged  rights  as  concniMttrT   a  #.» 

uirew  lowering,  suUen  looks,  in  which  the  flerceat  nuMinn 

lives  who  still  remained  in  their  power  •  whiis  nn*  a*  «3^ 
even  gave  vent  to  their  mali^St  fLftoTby  tSe '«! 

SfoflKlSS."^^"*  "*^^  nelCfhe'L^'norThe 
mSL  .  i  ^.*^  "^^  "»y  protection.  The  young  soldier 
S  f ,.  '  ***?P«~*«  «nd  fr»lU«M  effort  to  spring  to  the  sidl 
?h  ^±t'  r^'"  h'  "^  *h«  ^k  hand  of  a  wvafe  twisted  ^ 
the  rfch  tresses  which  wen  flowing  in  vXmw  over  hi? 

Jrl^r*  '!;^';•  •  '^"'  ^«»  Pa»»edUund  ""e  head  frSm 
which  they  fdl,  as  if  to  denote  the  horrid  manner  iJwWch 
It  was  about  to  be  robbed  of  Its  beautiful  omwmeS     Bnt 

H^tnt  ''•"  **°""^'  •"«*  «*  the  first  irovS  he*„,ade 
he  felt  the  gra^  of  the  powerful  Indian,  who  dlreSS  the 
band,  pressing  his  shoulder  like  a  vice.  ImmeSSSS^con! 
whdmlJ^VrL*''""';*  ""y  •t™«8'*^  ^«'»»t  suli  anVvcr. 
^^'^^"gXlg  urgercS-- r  by  a  ^i^  foV Sl^itX' 

srtS^^p^s^rd.-"-  "^'^°»  '^^^  to^  tLrent^s 

tiAn^f"«  I'^.wt  °'*"''""  ""''*''<'  *®  these  words  of  consola- 
tion to  luU  the  apprehensions  of  the  sisters  ho  was  .^t  fn 

nff^J  'f".*^h'*'  ""*»  ~  "tUe  conventional,  that  It  was 
oftener  maintained  by  his  physical  superiority  tha^  by  Tny 
fTrL^PT^*^  ^^  "*8ht  possess.  The  dan  Jer  wTs  there^ 
fore,  magnified  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  uXr  of  thi 
savage  spirits  by  which  thl^  were  sur^unded  ^«  «nc? 
positive  mandate  fh>m  him  who  ?eeS  tErackn^leTed 
S'LT^/w'*  !"  ^*  ^*°^«ted  at"aSi  4mSt  by^^^^ 
rash  hand  that  might  choose  to  sacrifice  a  victim  J.  tS 
manes  of  some  dead  friend  or  relative  Wilt  t?.^,  ^ 
.ustalnedanoutwardappearant^:?^:^^*'^^^^^^^^^^ 
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his  hetrt  leaped  Into  his  throat  whenever  any  of  thelt 
flerce  captors  drew  nigher  than  common  to  the  he^nicu 
sisters,  or  fastened  one  of  their  sullen  wandering  looks  on 
those  fftigOe  forms  which  were  so  little  ahle  to  resist  the 
slightest  assault 

His  apprehensions  were,  however,  greatly  relieved  when 
he  saw  that  the  leader  had  summoned  his  warriors  to  him- 
self  in  ooundL  Their  deliberations  were  short,  and.  It 
would  seem,  by  the  sUence  of  most  of  the  party,  the  de- 
cision unanimous.  By  the  frequency  with  which  the  few 
speakers  pointed  in  the  dhreetion  of  the  encampment  of 
Webb,  it  was  apparent  they  dreaded  the  approach  of  danger 
from  thatquarter.  Thlsconsiderationprobably  hastened  their 
determination  and  quickened  the  subsequent  movements. 

During  this  short  conference,  Heyward,  finding  a  respite 
from  his  gre&test  fears,  ;  ad  leisure  to  admire  the  cautious 
manner  in  which  the  H-  ms  had  made  their  approaches, 
even  after  hostilities  had  ceased. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  upper  half  of  the 
Island  was  a  naked  rock,  and  destitute  of  any  other  defences 
than  a  few  scattering  logs  of  drift  wood.  They  had  selected 
this  point  to  make  their  descent,  having  borne  the  canoe 
through  the  wood,  around  the  cataract,  for  that  purpose. 
Pladng  their  arms  in  the  little  vessel,  a  dozen  men,  clinging 
to  its  sides,  had  trusted  themselves  to  the  direction  of  the 
catioe,  which  was  controlled  by  two  of  the  most  skilful 
warriors,  in  attitudes  that  enabled  them  to  command  a  view 
of  the  dangerous  passage.  Favoured  oy  this  arrangement, 
they  touched  the  head  of  the  island,  at  that  point  which 
had  proved  so  fatal  to  their  first  adventurers,  but  with  the 
advantages  of  superior  numbers  and  the  possession  of  fire- 
arms. That  such  had  been  the  manner  of  their  descent 
was  rendered  quite  apparent  to  Duncan,  for  they  now  bore 
the  light  bark  from  the  upper  end  of  the  roc"',  and  placed 
it  In  the  water  near  the  mouth  of  th"  c^  .  cavern.  As 
soon  as  this  change  was  made,  the  leader  made  signs  to  the 
prisoners  to  descend  and  enter. 

As  resistance  was  Impossible,  and  remonstrance  useless, 
Heyward  set  the  exariiple  of  submission  by  leading  the  way 
into  the  canoe,  where  he  was  soon  seated  with  the  sisters 
and  the  still  wondering  David.  Notwithstanding  the  Hurons 
were  necessarily  Ignorant  of  the  little  channels  among  the 
eddies  and  rapids  of  the  stream,  th^  knew  the  common 
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f!gnf  of  taeh  a  navigation  too  well  to  commit  any  material 
blunder.  V/htn  the  pOot  chosen  for  the  taik  of  guiding  the 
canoe  had  tiJten  hU  station,  the  whole  band  plunged  again 
Into  the  river,  the  vessel  glided  down  the  current,  and  In  a 
few  moments  the  captives  found  themselves  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  stream,  neariy  opposite  to  the  point  where  they 
had  struck  It  the  preceding  evening. 

Here  was  held  another  short  but  earnest  consultation, 
during  which  the  horses,  to  whose  panic  their  owners 
ascribed  their  heaviest  misfortune,  were  led  from  the  cover 
of  the  woods  and  brought  to  the  sheltered  spot  The  band 
now  divided.  The  great  chief,  so  often  mentioned,  mount- 
ing the  charger  of  Heyward,  led  the  way  dlrecUy  across 
the  river,  followed  by  most  of  hie  people,  and  r?i$appeared 
In  the  woods,  leaving  the  prisoners  in  charge  of  sU  savages, 
at  whose  head  was  le  Renard  Subtil.  Duncan  witnessed 
aU  their  movements  with  renewed  uneasiness. 

He  had  been  fond  of  believing,  from  the  uncommon  for- 
bearance of  the  savages,  that  he  was  reserved  as  a  prisoner, 
to  be  delivered  to  Montcahn.  As  the  thoughU  of  those 
who  are  In  misery  seldom  slumber,  and  the  invention  Is 
never  more  lively  thrn  when  it  is  stbnulated  by  hope,  how- 
ever feeble  and  remote,  he  had  even  imagined  that  the  par- 
ental feellnss  of  Munro  were  to  be  made  Instrumental  in 
seducing  him  from  his  duty  to  the  king.  Fir  though  the 
French  commander  bore  a  high  character  for  courage  and 
enterprise,  he  was  also  thought  to  be  expert  In  those  political 
practices  which  do  not  always  respect  the  nicer  obligations 
of  morality,  and  which  so  generaUy  disgraced  the  European 
diplomacy  of  that  period. 

AH  those  busy  and  Ingenious  speculations  were  now  an 
nihilated  by  the  conduct  of  his  captors.  That  portion  of 
the  band  who  had  followed  the  huge  warrior  took  the  route 
towaruo  the  foot  of  Horican,  and  no  other  expectation  was 
left  for  himself  and  companions  than  that  they  were  to  be 
retained  as  hopeless  captives  by  their  savage  conquerors. 
Anxious  to  know  the  worst,  and  willing,  in  such  an  emer- 
gency, to  try  the  potency  of  his  wealth,  he  overcame  his 
reluctance  to  speak  to  Magna.  Addressing  hfanself  to  his 
former  guide,  who  had  now  assumed  the  authority  and 
manner  of  one  who  was  to  direct  the  future  movements  of 
the  part^,  he  said,  in  tones  as  friendly  and  confiding  as  he 
eonld  assume: 
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"  I  would  ipeak  to  Magua,  wftat  Is  fit  only  for  id  great 
a  dilef  to  hear." 

The  Indian  turned  hb  eyes  on  the  young  soldier,  scorn- 
fully, as  he  answered : 

"  Speak,  then ;  trees  have  no  ears." 

"  But  the  red  Hurons  are  not  deaf,  and  counsel  that  If 
fit  for  the  great  men  of  a  nation  would  make  the  young 
warriors  drunk.  If  Magna  will  not  listen,  the  officer  of  the 
king  knows  how  to  be  silent" 

The  savag^}  spoke  carelessly  to  his  comrades,  who  were 
busied,  after  their  awkward  manner,  in  prepring  the  horses 
for  the  reception  of  the  sisters,  and  moved  a  little  to  one 
side,  whither,  by  a  cautious  gesture,  he  taiduced  Keyword 
to  follow. 

"  Now  speak,"  he  said ;  ~  if  the  words  are  such  as 
Magua  should  hear." 

"  Le  Rcnard  SubtU  has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the 
honourable  name  given  to  him  by  his.  Canada  fathers," 
commenced  Heyward ;  "  I  see  his  wisdom,  and  all  that  he 
has  done  for  us,  and  shall  remember  it,  when  the  hour  to 
reward  him  arrives.  Yes,  yes  I  Renard  has  proved  that 
he  is  not  only  a  great  chief  in  councQ,  but  one  who  knows 
how  to  deceive  his  enemies  I  " 

"What  has  Renard  done?"  coldly  demanded  the 
Indian. 

"  What  I  has  he  not  seen  that  the  woods  were  filled 
with  ouUying  parties  of  the  enemies,  and  that  the  serpent 
could  not  steal  through  them  without  being  seen  ?  Then, 
did  he  not  lose  his  path,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  Hurons  T 
Did  he  not  pretend  to  go  back  to  his  tribe,  who  had  treated 
hfan  ill,  and  driven  him  from  thehr  wigwams,  like  a  dog  ? 
And,  when  we  saw  what  he  wished  to  do,  did  we  not  aid 
hfan,  by  making  a  false  face,  that  the  Hurons  mi^t  thfaik 
the  white  man  believed  tlmt  his  friend  was  his  enemy  I  Is 
not  aU  this  true  ?  And  when  le  SubtU  had  shut  the  eyes 
and  stopped  the  ears  of  his  nation  by  his  wisdom,  did  they 
not  forget  that  they  had  once  done  him  wrong,  and  forced 
him  to  flee  to  the  Mohawks  ?  And  did  they  not  leave  hfan 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  with  their  prisoners,  while 
they  had  gone  foolishly  on  the  north  7  Does  not  Renard 
mean  to  turn  like  a  fox  on  his  footsteps,  and  carry  to  the 
rich  and  grey-headed  Scotchman  his  daughters  ?  Yes,  yes, 
Magua,  I  see  it  all,  and  I  have  already  been  thinking  how 
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fo  mndi  wisdom  and  honesty  should  be  repaid.  First,  the 
chief  of  William  Henry  will  give  as  a  great  chief  should  for 
inch  a  service.  The  medal  of  Magua  will  no  longer  be  of 
tin,  but  of  beaten  gold ;  his  horn  will  run  over  with  powder ; 
dollars  will  be  as  plenty  in  his  pouch  as  pebbles  on  the  shore 
of  Horican ;  and  the  deer  will  lick  his  hand,  for  they  will' 
know  it  to  be  vatai  to  fly  from  before  the  rifle  he  will  carry  I 
As  for  myself,  I  know  not  how  to  exceed  the  gratitude  of 
the  Scotchman,  but  I— yes,  I  will " — 

"  What  will  the  young  chief,  who  comes  from  towarda 
the  sun,  give  ?  "  demanded  the  Huron,  observing  that  Hey- 
ward  hesitated  in  his  desfare  to  end  the  enumeration  of 
benefits  with  that  which  might  form  the  climax  of  an 
Indian's  wishes. 

"  He  wfll  make  the  fire-water  from  the  islands  In  the 
salt  lake  flow  before  the  wigwam  of  Magua  swifter  than  yon 
noisy  Hudson,  until  the  heart  of  the  Indian  shall  be  lighter 
than  the  feathers  of  the  humming-bird,  and  his  breath 
sweeter  than  the  wUd  honeysuckle." 

Le  Renard  had  listened  with  the  deepest  sflence,  as 
Heyward  slowly  proceeded  in  this  subtle  speech.  When  the 
young  man  mentioned  the  artifice  he  supposed  the  Indian 
to  have  practised  on  his  o\m  nation,  the  countenance  of 
the  listener  was  veUed  in  an  expression  of  cautious  gravity. 
At  the  allusion  to  the  injury  which  Duncan  affected  to 
believe  had  driven  the  Huron  from  his  native  tribe,  a  gleam 
of  such  ungovernable  ferocity  flashed  from  the  other's  eyes, 
as  induced  the  adventurous  speaker  to  believe  he  had  struck 
the  proper  chord.  And  by  the  time  he  reached  the  part 
where  he  so  artfully  blended  the  thirst  of  vengeance  with^ 
the  desire  of  gain,  he  had,  at  least,  obtained  a  command  of 
the  deepest  attention  of  the  savage.  The  question  put  by 
le  Renard  had  been  calm,  and  with  aU  the  dignity  of  an 
Indian ;  but  it  was  quite  apparent,  by  the  thoughtful  ex- 
pression of  the  listener's  countenance,  that  the  answer  was 
most  cunningly  devised.  The  Huron  mused  a  few  moments, 
and  then,  laying  his  hand  on  the  rude  bandages  of  his 
wounded  shoulder,  he  said,  with  some  energy : 

"  Do  friends  make  such  marks  ?  " 

"  Would  •  la  Longue  Carabine '  cut  one  so  light  on  an 
enemy  ?  " 

"Do  the  Ddawares  crawl  upon  those  they  love  like 
snakes  twisting  themselves  to  strike  7  " 
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*'  Would '  le  Gros  Serpent '  have  been  heard  by  the  ear^ 
M  one  he  wished  to  be  deaf  ?  " 

"  Does  the  white  chief  bum  his  powder  in  the  face  of 
bis  brothers  7  " 

"  Does  he  ever  miss  his  aim,  when  serionsly  bent  to 
kin  ?  "  returned  Duncan,  smiling  with  well-acted  disdain. 

Another  long  and  deliberate  pause  succeeded  these  sen^ 
tentlous  questions  and  ready  replies.  Duncan  saw  that  the 
Indian  hesitated.  In  order  to  complete  his  victory,  he  vras 
ih  the  act  of  recommencing  the  enumeration  of  the  rewards, 
when  Magna  made  an  expressive  gesture,  and  said : 

"  Enough ;  le  Renard  is  a  wise  chief,  and  what  he  does 
wfil  be  seen.  Go  and  keep  the  mouth  shut.  When  Magua 
speaks,  it  will  be  the  time  to  answer." 

Heyward,  perceiving  that  the  eyes  of  his  companion  were 
warily  fastened  on  the  rest  of  the  band,  fell  back  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  any  suspicious 
-  confederacy  with  their  leader.  Magua  approached  the 
hoises,  and  affected  to  be  well  pleased  with  the  diligence 
and  ingenuity  of  his  comrades.  He  then  signed  to  Heyward 
to  assist  the  sisters  into  their  saddles,  for  he  seldom  deigned 
to  use  the  English  tongue,  unless  urged  by  some  motive  of 
more  than  usual  moment. 

There  was  no  longer  any  plausible  pretext  for  furthw 
delay,  and  Duncan  was  obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to 
comply.  As  he  performed  this  office,  he  whispered  his  re- 
viving hopes  in  the  ears  of  the  trembling  maidens,  who, 
through  dread  of  encountering  the  savage  countenances  of 
their  captors,  seldom  raised  their  eyes  from  the  ground. 
The  mare  of  David  had  been  taken  with  the  followers  of 
the  large  chief ;  in  consequence,  its  owner,  as  well  as  Dun- 
can, was  compelled  to  Journey  on  foot.  The  latter  did  not, 
however,  so  much  regret  this  circumstance,  as  it  might 
enable  him  to  retard  the  speed  of  the  party,  for  he  still 
turned  his  longing  looks  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Edward, 
in  the  vain  expectation  of  catching  some  sotmd  from  that 
quarter  of  the  forest  which  might  denote  the  approach  of 
speedy  succour. 

When  all  were  prepared,  Magua  made  the  signal  to  pro- 
ceed, advancing  in  front  to  lead  the  party  in  liis  own  person. 
Next  foll'>wed  David,  who  was  gradually  coming  to  a  true 
sense  of  his  condition,  as  the  effects  of  the  wound  became 
less  and  less  apparent.    The  sisters  rode  in  his  rear,  with 
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Heyward  at  their  lide,  whOe  the  Indians  Hanked  the  party, 
and  brou^t  up  the  dose  ol  their  march,  with  a  caution 
that  seemed  never  to  tire. 

In  this  manner  they  proceeded  hi  untaitemipted  sflence, 
except  when  Heyward  addressed  some  solitaiy  word  of  com- 
fort to  the  females,  or  David  gave  vent  to  the  moanhigs  of 
his  spirit,  hi  piteous  exclamation,  which  he  taitended  should 
express  the  humility  of  his  resignaUon.     Their  dlrecUon 
lay  towards  the  south,  and  In  a  course  nearly  opposite  to 
the  road  to  WIDlam  Henry.   Notwithstanding  this  apparent 
adherence  in  Magua  to  the  original  determination  of  his 
conquerors,  Hcy>vard  could  not  beUeve  his  tempUng  bait 
was  so  soon  forgotten ;  and  he  knew  the  windings  of  an 
Indian  path  too  well   to  suppose  that  Its  apparent  course 
led  directly  to  Its  object  when  artifice  was  at  all  necessary. 
Mile  after  mile  was,  however,  passed  through  the  boundless 
woods  in  this  painful  manner,  without  any  prospect  of  a 
termlnaUon  to  their  journey.    Heyward  watched  the  sun, 
as  he  darted  his  meridian  rays  through  the  branches  of  the 
trees,  and  pined  for  the  moment  when  the  policy  of  Magua 
should  change  their  route  to  one  more  favourable  to  his 
hopes.   Sometimes  he  fancied  that  the  wary  savage,  despair- 
ing of  passing  the  beleaguering  army  of  Montcalm  in  safety, 
was  holding  his  way  towards  a  weU-known  border  setUe- 
ment,  where  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  crown,  and  a 
favoured  friend  of  the  Six  Nations,  held  his  large  possessions, 
as  well  as  his  usual  residence.    To  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Sir  William  Johnson  was  far  preferable  to  being 
led  Into  the  wUds  of  Canada ;  but  in  order  to  effect  even 
the  former.  It  would  be  necessary  to  traverse  the  forest  for 
many  weary  leagues,  each  step  of  which  was  carrying  hfan 
further  from  the  scene  of  the  war,  and  consequently  from 
the  post,  not  only  of  honour,  but  of  duty. 

Cora  alone  remembered  the  parting  injunctions  of  the 
scout,  and  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  she  stretched 
forth  her  arm  to  bend  aside  the  twigs  that  met  her  hands. 
But  the  vigilance  of  the  Indians  rendered  this  act  of  pre- 
caution both  diffleult  and  dangerous.  She  was  often  de- 
feated In  her  purpose  by  encountering  the  dark  glances  of 
their  watchful  eyes,  when  it  became  necessaiy  to  feign  an 
alarm  she  did  not  feel,  and  occupy  the  limb,  by  some  gesture 
of  feminine  apprehension.  Once,  and  once  only,  was  she 
completely  successful ;    when  she  broke  down  the  bough 


loe 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


n 


of  a  large  sumach,  and  by  a  sudden  thought,  let  her  glove 
fall  at  the  same  tautant  This  sign,  intended  for  those  that 
might  follow,  was  observed  by  one  of  her  conductors,  who 
restored  the  tfove,  broke  the  remafaUng  branches  of  the 
bush  bi  such  a  manner  that  it  appeared  to  proceed  from 
the  struggling  of  some  beast  fai  its  branches,  and  then  laid 
Us  hand  on  his  tomahawk,  with  a  look  so  significant  that 
it  put  an  effectual  end  to  these  stolen  memorials  of  their 
l>assage. 

As  there  were  horses,  to  leave  the  prints  of  their  foot- 
steps, ta  both  bands  of  the  Indians,  this  interruption  cut 
«fl  any  probable  hopes  of  assistance  being  conveyed  through 
the  means  of  their  trail. 

Heyward  would  have  called  out  twenty  Umes  to  their 
leader,  and  ventured  a  remonstrance,  had  there  been  any 
thing  encouraging  in  the  gloomy  reserve  of  the  savage. 
But  Magna,  during  all  this  time,  seldom  turned  to  look  at 
his  followers,  and  never  spoke.  With  the  sun  for  his  only 
guide,  or  aided  by  such  blind  marks  as  are  only  known  to 
the  sagacity  of  a  native,  he  held  his  way  along  the  barrens 
of  pine,  through  occasional  little  fertUe  vales,  across  brooks 
and  rivulets,  and  over  undulating  hills,  with  the  accurate 
of  taistfaict,  and  nearly  with  the  directness  of  a  bh-d.  He 
never  seemed  to  hesitate.  Whether  the  path  was  hardly 
distinguishable,  whether  it  disappeared,  or  whether  it  lay 
beaten  and  plain  before  him,  made  no  sensible  difference  in 
his  speed  or  certainty.  It  seemed  as  though  fatigue  could 
not  affect  him.  Whenever  the  eyes  of  the  wearied  traveUers 
rose  from  the  decayed  leaves  over  which  they  trod,  his 
dark  form  was  to  be  seen  glancing  among  the  stems  of  the 
trees  in  front,  his  head  tanmovably  fastened  in  a  forward 
position,  with  the  light  plume  on  its  crest,  fluttering  hi  a 
current  of  ahr,  made  solely  by  the  swiftness  of  his  own 
motion. 

But  an  this  dfligence  and  speed  was  not  without  an 
object  After  crossing  a  low  vale,  through  which  a  gushtog 
brook  meandered,  he  suddenly  rose  a  hill,  so  steep  and 
difficult  of  ascent,  that  the  sisters  were  compelled  to  alight 
in  order  to  follow.  When  the  summit  was  gained,  they 
found  themselves  on  a  level  spot,  but  thinly  covered  with 
trees,  under  one  of  which  Magua  had  thrown  his  dark  form, 
as  if  willing  and  ready  to  seek  that  rest  which  was  so  much 
needed  by  the  whole  party. 
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CHAPTER  X! 

iS^yloeJt— Guned  b«  my  tribab 
If  I  f orgire  hia  I — 

JUerdknU  of  Venice. 

Thb  Indian  had  sdected  for  this  deshrable  purpose  one 
of  those  steep,  pyramidal  hiUs,  which  bear  a  strong  resembl- 
ance to  artificial  mounds,  and  which  so  frequently  occur  in 
the  valleys  of  the  American  states.  The  one  hi  question  was 
hi^  and  precipitous ;  its  top  fiattened,  as  usual ;  but  with 
oni  of  its  sides  more  than  ordhiarily  irregular.  It  possessed 
no  other  apparent  advantages  for  a  resting  place  than  in 
its  elevation  and  form,  which  might  render  defence  easy, 
and  surprise  nearly  impossible.  As  Heyward,  however,  no 
longer  expected  that  rescue,  which  time  and  distance  now 
rendered  so  improbable,  he  regarded  these  little  peculiarities 
with  an  eye  devoid  of  taterest,  devoting  himself  entirely  to 
the  comfort  and  condolence  of  his  feebler  companions.  The 
Narragansets  were  suffered  to  browse  on  the  branches  of  the 
trees  and  shrubs  that  were  thhily  scattered  over  the  summit 
of  the  hill,  while  the  remains  of  the'r  provisions  were  spread 
under  the  shade  of  a  beech  that  stretched  its  horizontal 
limbs  like  a  vast  canopy  above  them. 

Notwithstandhig  the  swiftness  of  their  flight,  one  of  the 
Indians  had  found  an  opportunity  to  strilce  a  straggling 
fawn  with  an  arrow,  and  had  borne  the  more  preferable 
fragments  of  the  victhn  patiently  on  his  shoulders  to  the 
stopping  place.  Without  any  aid  from  the  science  of 
cookery,  he  was  immediately  employed,  ta  common  with  bis 
feUows,  hi  gorgtog  Wmself  with  this  digestible  sustenance. 
Magna  alone  sat  apart,  without  participation  in  the  revolt- 
ing meal,  and  apparently  buried  ta  the  deepest  thought 

This  abstinence,  so  .emarkable  in  an  Indian,  at  length 
attracted  the  notice  of  Heyward.  The  young  man  willingly 
believed  that  the  Huron  deliberated  on  the  most  eligible 
manner  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  associates,  in  order  to 
possess  hfanself  of  the  promised  bribe.  With  a  view  to  assist 
his  plans  by  any  suggestion  of  his  own,  and  to  strengthen  the 
temptation,  he  left  the  beech,  and  strag^ed,  as  if  without  an 
object,  to  the  spot  where  le  Renard  was  seated. 
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Has  not  Magua  kept  the  sun  in  his  face  long  enough  to 
escape  all  danger  from  the  Canadians  t"  he  askedTas 
though  no  longer  doubtful  of  the  good  inteUlgence  estab- 
lished btetw?en  them ;  "  and  wlU  not  the  chief  of  Wmiam 
Henry  be  better  pleased  to  see  bis  daughtei^  before  another 
night  may  have  hardened  his  heart  to  their  loss,  and  wiU 
make  hbn  less  liberal  in  his  reward  ?  " 

"  Do  the  pale-faces  love  their  chfldren  less  fai  Oe  morn- 
ing than  at  night  ?  "  asked  the  Indian,  coldly. 
V.  "  ^^  no  n»eans,"  returned  Heyward,  anxious  to  recaU 
his  error.  If  he  had  made  one ;  "  the  white  man  may.  and 
does,  often  forget  the  burial  place  of  his  fathers ;  he  some- 
times ceases  to  remember  those  he  should  love,  and  has  pro- 
mised to  cherish ;  but  the  aflecUon  of  a  parent  for  his  child 
is  never  permitted  to  die." 

„,",,^^u.^  "*/  ?®^  ®*  ****  white-headed  chief  soft,  and 
will  he  think  of  the  babes  that  his  squaws  had  given  him  ? 
He  is  hard  to  his  warriors,  and  his  eyes  are  made  of  stone  I  " 
He  is  severe  to  the  idle  and  wicked,  but  to  the  sober 
and  deservtag  he  is  a  leader,  both  just  and  humane.  I  have 
known  many  fond  and  tender  parents,  but  never  have  I  seen 
a  man  whose  heart  was  softer  towards  his  chUd.  You  have 
seen  the  grey-head  in  front  of  his  warriors,  Magua,  but  I 
have  seen  his  eyes  swimming  to  water,  when  he  spoke  of 
those  children  who  are  now  in  your  power  I  " 

Heyward  paused,  for  he  knew  not  how  to  construe  the 
remarkable  expression  that  gleamed  across  the  swarthv 
features  of  the  attentive  Indian.  At  first  it  seemed  as  if  the 
remenabrance  of  the  promised  reward  grew  vivid  in  his  mind 
as  he  Ustened  to  the  sources  of  parental  feeling  which  were 
to  assure  its  possession ;  but  as  Duncan  proceeded,  the  ex- 

fm^rfnl°°K,°'  ^7.  ^''''^l  *°  ^''"^^y  mallgna-it  that  it  was 
impossible  not  to  apprehend  it  proceeded  from  some  passion 
even  more  sinister  than  avarice.  F«*»ion 

♦i«J'i^*"  f^?  the  Huro~,  suppresstog  the  alarming  exhibi- 
"  rn  M  f?J^^?l'  *?  ^^'^^th-like  cahnness  of  countenance ; 
sDeL  Sf.  f!I^  ^^??  daughter,  and  say,  Magua  waits  to 
?peak.  The  father  will  remember  what  the  chUd  promises." 
for  ?o"r;;f ^";7«°  interpreted  this  speech  to  express  a  wish 
Inf  h  -.tJ'^J^J^I^  P'^'*^®  *^^*  "»«  promised  gifts  should 
^hli  S  ,  *  '  '^"""^y  ^**  reluctantly  repaired  to  the  place 
wnere  the  sisters  were  now  resting  from  their  faticue  to 
communicate  Its  purport  to  Cora.  wwgue,  to 
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**  You  nndentand  the  nature  of  an  Indian's  wishes,"  he 
eonduded,  as  he  led  her  towards  the  place  where  she  was 
expected,  "  and  mu.«t  be  prodigal  of  your  offers  of  powder 
and  blankets.  Ardent  spirits  are,  however,  the  most  prized 
by  such  as  he ;  nor  would  it  be  amlM  to  add  some  boon  from 
your  own  hand,  with  that  grace  you  so  wrll  know  how  to 
practise.  Remember,  Cora,  that  on  yonr  prerf>nce  of  mind 
and  taigenuity,  even  your  life,  as  well  as  that  of  Alice,  may 
In  some  measure  depend." 

"  Heyward,  ^nd  yours  I  " 

"  Mine  is  of  little  moment ;  it  is  already  sold  to  my  king, 
and  is  a  prize  to  be  seized  by  any  enemy  who  may  possess 
the  power.  I  have  no  father  to  expect  me,  and  but  few 
friends  to  lament  a  fate,  which  I  have  courted  with  the  un- 
satiable  longings  of  youth  after  distinction.  But,  hush  I 
we  approach  the  Indian.  Magna,  the  lady  with  whom  you 
wish  to  speak  is  here." 

The  Indian  rose  slowly  from  his  seat,  and  stood  for  near 
a  minute  silent  and  motionless.  He  then  signed  with  his 
hand  for  Heyward  to  retire,  saying  coldly — 

"  When  the  Huron  talks  to  the  women,  his  tribe  shut 
their  ears." 

Duncan  still  lingering,  as  if  refusing  to  comply,  Cora 
said,  with  a  calm  smile — 

"  You  hear,  Heyward,  and  delicacy  at  least  should 
urge  you  to  retire.  Go  to  Alice,  and  comfort  her  with 
our  reviving  prospects." 

She  waited  until  he  had  departed,  and  then  turning  to 
the  native,  with  all  the  dignity  of  her  sex,  in  her  voice  and 
manner,  she  added :  "  What  would  le  Renard  say  to  the 
daughter  of  Munro  ?  " 

"  Listen,"  said  the  Indian,  laying  his  hand  firmly  upon 
her  arm,  as  if  willing  to  draw  her  utmost  attention  to  his 
words ;  a  movement  that  Cora  as  firmly,  but  quietly, 
repulsed,  by  extracting  the  limb  from  his  grasp—"  Magna 
was  bom  a  chief  and  a  warrior  among  the  red  Hurons  of 
the  lakes ;  he  saw  the  suns  of  twenty  summers  make  the 
snows  of  twenty  winters  run  off  in  the  streams  before  he  saw 
a  pale-face,  and  he  was  happy  I  Then  ^'^  Canada  fathers 
came  into  the  woods,  and  taught  him  lo  drink  the  fire- 
water, and  he  became  a  rascal.  The  Hurons  drove  him  from 
the  graves  of  his  fathers,  as  they  would  chase  the  hunted 
buffalo.   He  ran  down  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  and  followed 


110  THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

Uidr  outlet  to  the  '  dty  of  aumon.'  Thora  ho  hunted  and 
fldied  tm  the  people  duued  hfan  again  through  the  woods 
toto  the  anns  of  his  enemies.  The  chief,  who  was  born  a 
Huron,  was  at  Uut  a  warrior  among  the  Mohawks  I " 

"  SometUng  like  this  I  had  heard  before."  said  Cora. 
Observing  that  he  paused  to  suppress  those  passions  which 
began  to  bum  with  too  bright  a  flame,  as  he  recalled  the 
recollecUon  of  his  supposed  fa^Juries. 

"  Was  it  the  fault  of  le  Renard  that  his  head  was  not 
made  of  rock  ?  Who  gave  hhn  the  flre-water  ?  who  made 
hhn  a  vlllato  t  'Twas  the  pale-faces,  the  people  of  your 
own  colour."  f    *»     «»  :r»*u 

"And  am  I  answerable  that  thoughUess  and  unprin- 
cipled men  exUt.  whose  shades  of  countenance  may  resemble 
mine?     Cora  caUnly  demanded  of  the  excited  savage. 

No,  Magna  is  a  man.  and  not  a  fool ;  such  as  you 
never  open  their  Ups  to  the  bumhig  stream:  the  Great 
bpirit  has  given  you  wisdom." 

"  What  then  have  I  to  do  or  say  hi  the  matter  of  your 
misfortunes,  not  to  say  of  your  errors  ?  " 

"  Listen."  repeated  the  Indian,  resuming  his  earnest 
K  V  u  **  I  «^***°  ^  ^°8"*^  *"d  R«nch  fathers  dug  up  the 
hatchet,  le  Renard  struck  the  war-post  of  the  Mohawksfand 
went  out  against  his  own  naUon.  The  pale-faces  have 
driven  the  red  skhis  from  their  hunUng  grounds,  and  now. 
when  they  flght,  a  white  man  leads  the  way.  The  old  chief 
of  Horican.  your  father,  was  the  great  captahi  of  our  war 
party.  He  said  to  the  Mohawks,  do  this  and  do  that,  and 
he  was  mhided.  He  made  a  law  that  If  an  Indian  swallowed 
the  flre-water.  and  came  toto  the  cloth  wigwams  of  his 
warriors,  it  should  not  be  forgotten.  Magua  foolishly  opened 
his  mouth,  and  the  hot  Uquor  led  hfan  toto  the  cabin  of 
Munro.  What  did  the  grey-head  ?— let  Us  daughter  say." 
He  forgot  not  his  words,  and  did  jusUce  by  punishtoa 
the  offender."  said  the  undaunted  maiden. 

"Justice!"  repeated  the  Indian,  casttog  an  oblique 
glance  of  the  most  fc  dous  expression  at  her  unyiel<Unfl 
countenance ;  "  is  it  JusUce  to  make  evfl,  and  then  punish 
for  it  I  Magua  was  not  hfanself;  it  was  the  flre-watw  that 
^ke  and  acted  for  hhn,  but  Munro  did  not  believe  IL  The 
Huron  chief  was  Ucd  up  before  all  the  pale-faced  warriors, 
a'-l  whipped  with  sticks  like  a  dog."  ««««"» 

Cora  rematoed  sUent,  for  she  knew  not  how  to  palliate 
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this  fanpradent  severity  on  the  part  of  her  father  hi  a 
manner  to  suit  the  comprehension  of  an  Indian. 

"  See,"  oont<  med  Magna,  tearing  aside  the  slight  calico 
that  very  impertectly  concealed  his  painted  breast ;  "  here 
are  scars  given  by  knives  and  bullets— of  these  a  warrior 
may  boast  before  his  nation ;  but  the  grey-head  has  left 
marics  on  the  back  of  the  Huron  chief  that  he  must  hide,  like 
a  squaw,  cnder  this  painted  doth  of  the  whites." 

"  I  had  thought,"  resumed  Cora,  "  that  an  Indian 
warrior  was  patient,  and  that  his  spirit  felt  not,  and  knew 
not  the  pain  his  body  suffered  T  " 

"  Vfhtn  the  Chippewas  tied  Magna  to  the  stake,  and  cut 
this  gash,"  said  the  other,  laying  his  finger  proudly  on  a 
deep  scar  on  liis  t>osom, "  Uie  Huron  laughed  in  their  faces, 
and  told  them  women  struck  so  light  I  His  spirit  was  then 
in  the  clouds.  But  when  he  felt  the  blows  of  Munro,  his 
spirit  lay  under  the  birch.  The  sphit  of  a  Huron  is  never 
drunk ;  it  reuiembers  for  ever." 

"  But  it  may  be  appeased.  If  my  father  has  done  you 
this  injustice,  show  him  how  an  Indian  can  forgive  an  injury, 
and  take  back  his  daughters.  You  have  heard  from  Major 
Heyward  " — 

Magna  shook  his  head,  forbidding  the  repetition  of  offers 
he  so  much  despised. 

"  What  would  you  have  T  "  continued  Cora,  after  a  most 
painful  pause,  whUe  the  convlctiori  forced  itself  on  her  mind 
that  the  too  sanguine  and  generous  Duncan  had  been  cruelly 
deceived  by  the  cunning  of  the  savage. 

"  What  a  Huron  loves — good  for  good ;  bad  for  bad." 

*'  You  would  then  revenge  the  injury,  inflicted  by 
Munro,  on  his  helpless  daughters.  Would  it  not  be  more 
like  a  man  to  go  before  his  face,  and  take  the  satisfaction 
of  a  warrior  ?  " 

"  The  arms  of  the  pale-faces  are  long,  and  their  knives 
sharp  I "  returned  the  savage,  with  a  malignant  laugh ; 
"  why  should  le  Renard  go  among  the  muskets  of  his 
warriors  when  he  holds  the  spirit  of  the  grey-head  in  his 
hand  ?  " 

"  Name  your  intention,  Magua,"  said  Cora,  strug^ing 
with  herself  to  speak  with  steady  calmness.  "  Is  i^  to  lea4 
us  prisoners  t  the  woods,  or  do  you  contemplate  even  some 
greater  evil  7  Is  there  no  reward,  no  means  of  palliating  the 
In^nry,  and  of  softening  your  heart  T   At  least,  release  my 
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gentto  lister,  ■:  .d  ponr  oat  all  your  maliet  on  mo.  Pnrchan 
wealth  by  hw  safety,  and  satisfy  your  revenge  with  a  single 
vietlni.  The  loss  of  both  his  daughten  might  brhig  the 
aged  man  to  his  grave,  and  where  then  wonld  be  the  satis- 
faction of  le  Renard  t " 

"  Listen,"  said  the  Indian  agatai.  "  The  light  eyes  ean 
go  back  to  the  Horican  and  teU  the  old  chief  what  has  been 
done,  If  the  daric-halred  woman  will  swear  by  the  Great 
Spirit  of  her  fathers  to  tdl  no  lie." 

"  What  must  I  promise  ?  "  demanded  Cora,  stm  main- 
taining a  secret  ascendency  over  the  fierce  passions  of  the 
naUve  by  the  collected  and  feminine  dignity  of  her  presence. 
"  When  Magna  left  his  people,  his  wife  was  given  to 
another  chief ;  he  has  now  made  friends  with  the  Hurons, 
and  wfll  go  back  to  the  graves  of  his  tribe  on  the  shores  of 
the  great  lake.  Let  the  daughter  of  the  English  chief  follow, 
and  live  hi  his  wigwam  for  ever." 

However  revolting  a  proposal  of  such  a  character  mMit 
prove  to  Cora,  she  retained,  notwithstanding  her  powerful 
disgust,  sufficient  self-command  to  reply,  without  betrayfaifl 
the  least  weakness. 

"  And  what  pleasure  would  Magua  find  hi  sharing  his 
cabin  with  a  wife  he  did  not  love ;  one  who  would  be  of  a 
naUon  and  colour  different  from  his  own  I  It  would  be 
better  to  take  the  gold  of  Munro,  and  buy  the  heart  of  some 
Huron  maid  with  his  gifts  and  generosity." 

The  Indian  made  no  reply  for  near  a  minute,  but  bent  his 
nerce  looks  on  the  countenance  of  Cora  in  such  wavering 
glances  that  her  eyes  sunk  with  shame,  under  an  tanpression 
that,  for  the  first  thne,  they  had  encountered  an  expression 
that  no  chaste  female  might  endure.  While  she  was  shrink- 
ing witUn  herself,  hi  dread  of  havhig  her  ears  wounded  by 
some  proposal  still  more  shocking  than  the  last,  the  voice  of 
Magua  answered  in  its  tones  of  deepest  malignancy— 

"  When  the  blows  scorched  the  back  of  the  Huron,  he 
would  know  where  to  find  a  woman  to  fed  the  smart  The 
daughter  of  Munro  would  draw  his  water,  hoe  bis  com,  and 
cook  his  venison.  The  body  of  the  grey-head  would  sleep 
among  his  cannon,  but  his  heart  would  lie  witWn  reach  of 
the  knife  of  le  Subtfl." 

"Monster!  well  dost  thon  deserve  thy  treacherous 
name  I "  cried  Cora,  hi  an  ungovernable  burst  of  filial  bi- 
dlgnation.    "None  but  a  fiend  could  meditate  such  a 
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tvoifMUiet  t  But  thon  ov«mt«st  thy  power.  Yon  thaQ  find 
It  li.  In  truth,  th«  heart  of  Munro  you  hold,  and  that  it 
will  defy  your  utmost  mallee  I " 

The  Indian  answered  this  bold  defiance  by  a  ghastly 
nnfle  that  showed  an  unaltered  purpose,  while  he  motioned 
her  away,  as  It  to  dose  tlielr  conference  for  ever.  Cora, 
already  regretting  her  precipitation,  was  about  to  comply, 
for  Magna  Instantly  left  the  spot,  and  approached  his 
gluttonous  comrades.  Heyward  flew  to  the  side  of  the 
agitated  maiden,  and  demanded  the  result  of  a  dialogue  that 
he  had  watched  at  a  distance  with  so  much  interest.  But, 
miwHUng  to  alarm  the  fears  of  Alice,  she  evaded  a  dbect 
reply,  betrajring  only  by  her  countenance  her  utter  want  of 
success,  and  keeptaig  her  anxious  looks  fastened  on  the 
subtest  movements  of  their  captors.  To  the  reiterated  and 
earnest  questions  of  her  sister  concerning  her  probable  desti- 
nation, she  made  no  other  answer  than  by  pointing  towards 
the  daric  group  with  an  agitation  she  could  not  control,  and 
murmuring,  as  she  folded  Alice  to  her  bosom — 

"  There,  there  I  read  our  fortunes  hi  their  faces ;  we 
Shan  see  I  we  shall  see  1 " 

The  action  and  the  choked  utterance  of  Cora  spoke  more 
Impressively  than  any  words,  and  quickly  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  her  companions  on  that  spot,  where  her  own  was 
riveted  with  an  intenseness  that  nothing  but  the  importance 
of  the  stake  could  create. 

When  Magna  reached  the  cluster  of  lolling  savages,  who, 
gorged  with  their  disgusting  meal,  lay  stretched  on  the  earth 
in  a  sort  of  brutal  indulgence,  he  commenced  speaking  with 
the  utmost  dignity  of  an  Indian  chief.  The  first  syllables 
he  uttered  had  the  effect  to  cause  his  listeners  to  raise  them- 
selves hi  attitudes  of  respectful  attention.  As  the  Huron 
used  his  native  language,  the  prisoners,  notwlthstandhig  the 
caution  of  the  natives  had  kept  them  withtai  the  swing  of 
their  tomahawks,  coiild  only  conjecture  the  substance  of  bis 
harangue  from  the  nature  of  those  significant  gestum  with 
which  an  Indian  always  Illustrates  his  eloquence. 

At  first  the  language,  as  well  as  the  action  of  Magua, 
appeared  calm  and  deliberative.  When  he  had  succeeded  ha 
sufficiently  awakening  the  attention  of  his  comrades,  Hey- 
ward fancied,  by  his  pointing  so  frequently  toward  the 
direction  of  the  great  lakes,  that  he  spoke  of  the  land  of  their 
fathers  and  of  their  distant  tribe.    Frequent  Indications  of 
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•pplraw  Mcapcd  the  liitenen,  wlw,  as  they  ottered  th« 
eocprmhre  "  hugh  t "  looked  at  OMh  other  hi  open  oom- 
mendatlon  of  the  speaker.    Le  Renard  was  too  skUAd  to 
oeglcet  his  advanUge.    He  now  spoke  of  the  long  and 
palnfol  routa  by  which  they  had  left  those  spaetous  hunting 
grounds  an .  happy  villages  to  come  and  battle  against  the 
Jiemles  of  their  Canadian  fathers.    He  enumerated  the 
warriors  of  the  party ;  their  several  merits ;  their  frequent 
eervkes  to  the  nation ;  their  wounds,  and  the  number  of  the 
scalps  they  had  taken.   W*.enever  he  alluded  to  any  piesent 
(and  the  subtle  Indian  ne^ected  none),  the  darii  counten- 
ance of  the  flattered  hidivldual  gleamed  with  exultaUon, 
nor  did  he  even  heslUte  to  assert  the  truth  of  the  words  by 
gestures  of  applause  and  confirmation.    Then  the  voice  of 
Uie  speaker  feU,  ana  lost  the  loud,  animated  tones  of  triumph 
with  which  he  had  enumerated  their  deeds  of  success  and 
victory.    He  described  the  cataract  of  Glenn's ;   the  Im- 
pregnable posiUon  of  iU  rocky  Uland,  with  iu  caverns  and 
iU  numerous  encircling  rapids  and  whirlpooU :  he  named 
the  name  of  "  la  Longue  Carabfaie/'  and  paused  untfl  the 
forest  beneath  them  had  sent  up  the  last  echo  of  a  loud 
and  long  yell,  with  which  the  hated  appellation  was  received. 
He  pointed  toward  the  youthful  mUitaiy  captive,  and  d»* 
ecrlbed  the  death  of  a  favourite  warrior  who  had  been  pre- 
dpiUted  into  the  deep  ravine  by  his  hand.    He  not  only 
mentioned  the  fate  of  him  who,  hanging  between  heaven 
and  earth,  had  presented  such  a  upectecle  of  horror  to  the 
whole  band,  but  he  acted  anew  the  terrors  of  his  situation, 
his  re  iolution  and  his  death,  on  the  branches  of  a  sapling ; 
and,  ilnally,  he  rapidly  recounted  the  manner  ta  which  each 
of  their  friends  had  fallen,  never  failing  to  touch  upon  their 
courage  and  their  most  acknowledged  vh-tues.    When  this 
recital  of  events  was  ended,  hit  voice  once  more  changed 
and  became  plaintive,  and  even  musical,  in  its  low,  soft, 
guttural  sounds.    He  now  spoke  of  the  wives  and  chUdren 
of  the  dain,  their  desUtuUon,  their  misery,  both  physical 
and  moral,  their  distance,  and,  at  last,  of  theh:  unavenged 
wrongs.    Then,  suddenly  Ufting  his  voice  to  a  pitch  of 
terrific  energy,  he  concluded  by  demanding— 

**  Are  the  Hurons  dogs  to  bear  thfa  ?  Who  shall  say  to 
the  wife  of  Menowgua  that  the  fishes  have  his  scalp,  and 
that  his  nation  have  not  taken  revenge  ?  Who  will  dare 
meet  the  mother  of  Wassawatthnie,  that  scornful  woman. 
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with  hlf  hands  dean  T  What  sImU  1m  Mid  to  Um  old  mtii, 
whan  they  aik  u«  for  icalpt,  and  wa  hava  not  a  hair  fironi  a 
whlta  haad  to  glvt  them  ?  The  women  will  point  their 
flngen  at  at.  There  U  a  dark  spot  on  the  names  of  the 
Hurons,  and  it  must  be  hid  in  blood  I " 

His  voice  was  no  longer  audible  In  t^e  burst  of  rage 
which  now  brolce  into  the  air,  as  if  the  wood,  instead  of  con- 
taining so  small  a  band,  was  filled  with  their  nation.   During 
the  foregoing  addreu,  the  progress  of  thf  speaker  was  too 
plahily  read  by  those  most  Interested  in  his  success,  throu^ 
the  medium  of  the  countenaace*^  of  the  men  he  addressed. 
They  had  answered  his  melancholy  and  mourning  by  sym- 
pathy and  sorrow ;  his  assertions  by  gestures  of  confirma- 
tion;  and  his  boastings  with  the  exultation  of  savages. 
When  he  spoke  of  courage,  thehr  looks  were  firm  and  respon- 
sive ;  when  he  alluded  to  their  hijurles,  their  eyes  kindled 
with  fury ;  when  he  mentioned  the  taunts  of  their  women, 
they  dropped  their  head-}  In  shame ;  but  idien  he  pointed 
out  their  meanii  -  ♦  vengeance,  he  struck  a  chord  which  never 
failed  to  tiirlll  in  the  breast  of  an  Indian.    With  the  first 
inUmation  that  it  was  within  their  reach,  the  whole  band 
sprang  upon  their  feet  as  one  man,  and,  givfaig  utterance  to 
their  rage  for  a  single  Instant,  in  the  most  frantic  cries, 
they  rushed  upon  their  prisoners  in  a  body,  with  drawn 
knives  and  uplifted  tomahawks.    Heyward  threw  himself 
between  the  sisters  and  their  enemies,  the  foremost  of  whom 
he  grappled  with  a  desperate  strength  that  for  a  moment 
checked  his  violence.     This  unexpected  resistance  gave 
Magua  time  to  interpose,  and  with  rapid  enunciation  and 
anhnated  gestures,  he  drew  the  attention  of  the  band  again 
to  himself.     In  that  language  he  knew  so  well  how  to 
assume,  he  diverted  his  comrades  from  their  Instant  pur- 
pose, and  invited  them  to  prolong  the  misery  of  their 
victims.    His  proposal  was  recei\  jd  with  acclamations,  and 
executed  with  the  swiftness  of  thought 

Two  powerful  warriors  cast  themselves  together  on 
Heyward,  while  another  was  occupied  in  securing  the  less 
active  singing-master.  Neither  of  the  captives,  however, 
submitted  without  a  desperate  though  fruitless  struggle. 
Even  David  hurled  his  assailant  to  the  earth ;  nor  was  Hey- 
ward secured  until  the  victory  over  his  companion  enabled 
the  Indians  to  direct  their  united  force  to  that  object  Ho 
was  then  bound  and  fastened  to  the  body  of  the  sapUng,  on 
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whose  branches  Magna  bad  acted  the  pantombne  of  the  faO- 
Jng  Huron.  When  the  young  soldier  regained  his  recoUeo- 
tion,  he  had  the  pataiful  certainty  before  his  eyes  that  a 
common  fate  was  hitended  for  the  whole  party.  On  his  right 
was  Cora,  hi  a  durance  stanilar  to  his  own,  pale  and  agitated, 
butjrith  an  eye  whose  steady  look  still  read  the  proceedings 
of  their  enemies.  On  his  left,  the  withes  which  bound  her  to 
a  pine  performed  that  office  for  Alice  which  her  trembUng 
limbs  refused,  and  alone  kept  her  lovely  but  fragUe  form 
frona  sinking  to  the  ground.  Her  hands  were  clasped  before 
her  in  prayer ;  but,  instead  of  looking  upward  to  that  Power 
which  alone  could  rescue  them,  her  unconscious  looks 
wandered  to  the  countenance  of  Duncan  with  a  species  of 
infantile  dependency.  David  had  contended;  and  the 
novelty  of  the  circumstance  held  Wm  sUent,  in  deliberaUon 
on  the  propriety  of  the  unusual  occurrence. 

The  vengeance  of  the  Hurons  had  now  taken  a  new 
dhwction,  and  they  prepared  to  execute  it  with  all  that  bar- 
barous tagenuity  with  which  they  were  famiUarlsed  by  the 
practice  of  centuries.  Some  sought  knots,  to  raise  the 
blazing  pOe.  One  was  riving  the  spltaters  of  pine,  to  order 
to  pieroe  the  nesh  of  thefr  captives  with  the  burning  frag- 
ments ;  and  others  bent  the  tops  of  two  saplings  to  the 
earth,  in  order  to  suspend  Heyward  by  the  arms  between 
the  recoUing  branches.  But  the  vengeance  of  Magna  sought 
a  deeper  and  a  more  maUgnant  enjoyment. 

Whik  the  less  refined  monsters  of  the  band  prepared, 
before  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  to  suffer,  these  weU-known 
and  vulgar  means  of  torture,  he  approached  Cora,  and 
pomted  out,  with  the  most  malign  expression  of  counten- 
fauce  the  speedy  fate  that  awaited  her. 

"Ha  I "  he  added,  "  wh^t  says  the  daughter  of  Munro  ? 
Her  head  is  too  good  to  find  a  piUow  hi  the  wigwam  of  le 
Renard  ;  will  she  like  it  better  when  it  roUs  about  this  hiU  a 
plaything  for  the  wolves  ?    Her  bosom  cannot  nurse  the 

*    )J7,^    ■  """*" '  '^®  ^"'  ^®«  "  *P"  "Pon  by  Indians  1 " 
What  means  the  monster  ?  "  demanded  the  astonished 
Hejrward. 

"  Nothing  I  "  was  the  firm  but  mfld  reply.  "  He  Is  a 
savage,  a  barbarous  and  Ignorant  savage,  and  knows  not 
what  he  does.  Let  us  And  leisure,  with  our  dyhig  breath,  to 
•sk  for  hhn  penitence  and  pardon." 

"Pardon  I"  echoed  the  fierce  Huron,  mlstaWng,  bi 
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anger,  the  meaning  of  her  words ;  "  the  memory  of  an 
Indian  is  longer  than  the  arm  of  the  pale-faces ;  his  mercy 
shorter  than  their  justice  I  Say,  shall  I  send  the  yellow  hair 
to  her  father,  and  will  you  follow  Magua  to  the  great  lakes, 
to  carry  his  water  and  feed  him  with  com  ?  " 

Cora  beckoned  him  away  with  an  emotion  of  disgust  she 
could  not  controL 

"Leave  me,"  she  said,  with  a  solemnity  that  for  a 
moment  checked  the  barbarity  of  the  Indian ;  "  you  mingle 
bitterness  in  my  prayers,  and  stand  between  me  and  my 
God  I " 

The  slight  impression  produced  on  the  savage  was,  how- 
ever, soon  forgotten,  and  he  continued  pointing,  with 
taunting  irony,  towards  Alice. 

"  Look  I  the  child  weeps  i  She  is  young  to  die  I  Send 
her  to  Munro,  to  comb  his  grey  hairs,  and  keep  the  life  in 
the  heart  of  the  old  man." 

Cora  could  not  resist  the  desire  to  look  upon  her  youthful 
sister,  in  whose  eyes  she  met  an  imploring  glance  that  be- 
trayed the  longing  of  nature. 

"  What  says  he,  dearest  Cora  ?  "  asked  the  trembling 
voice  of  Alice.  "  Did  he  speak  of  sending  me  to  our  father  ?  " 

For  many  moments  the  elder  sister  looked  upon  the 
younger  with  a  countenance  that  wavered  with  powerful 
and  contending  emotions.  At  length  she  spoke,  though  her 
tones  had  lost  their  rich  and  calm  fulness  in  an  expression 
of  tenderness  that  seemed  maternal. 

"  Alice,"  she  said,  "  the  Huron  offers  us  both  life — nay, 
more  than  both  ;  he  offers  to  restore  Duncan — our  invalu- 
able Duncan — as  well  as  you  to  our  friends,  to  our  father,  to 
our  heart-stricken,  childless  father,  if  I  will  bow  down  this 
rebellious  stubborn  pride  of  mine,  and  consent " — 

Her  voice  became  choked,  and,  clasping  her  hands,  she 
looked  upwards,  as  if  seeking,  hi  her  agony,  intelligence 
from  a  wisdom  that  was  infinite. 

"  Say  on,"  cried  Alice  ;  "  to  what,  dearest  Cora  ?  Oh  I 
that  the  proffer  were  made  to  me  I  to  save  you,  to  cheer 
our  aged  father,  to  restore  Duncan,  how  cheerfully  could  I 
die  I " 

"  Die  I  "  repeated  Cora,  with  a  calmer  and  a  firmer  voice, 
"  that  were  easy.  Perhaps  the  alternative  may  not  be  less  so. 
He  would  have  me,"  she  continued,  her  accents  sinking  under 
a  deep  consciousness  of  the  degradation  of  the  proposal. 
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"fonow  him  to  the  wfldemess;  to  go  to  the  habitation 
of  the  Huronf ;  to  rcmahi  there ;  In  short,  to  be»nm* 
We^el  Speak,  then,  Alice,  child  if  my  Slow  f^ 
~  "*y  love  1    And  you.  too.  Major  HeyJard,  a^S  my  5^ 

^^Ji^ZT"^"^^  I»litotobepurchMcdb7«.r^ 
■aoMce  ?   WIU  you,  Alice,  receive  It  at  my  hand,  at  «uS  a 

price?  And  you,  Duncan;  guide  me;  control  me  betwwjn 
you ;  for  I  am  whoUy  yours?"  oeiween 

^  y  .,-  Coral  Coral  you  jest  with  our  misery  l  Name 
not  the  horrid  altemaUve  agahi;  the  though  Its^|! 
worse  than  a  thousand  deaths/'  "^""But   iweu  u 

rioim^  r  '"'^i  ^""if**  ,**•  y°"'  ""^«'  ^  ^e"  knew  I  "  ex- 
m^^  ^u'  ^S»?'?'  ""**"«'  «»d  her  dark  eyes  on^ 
mwMparkUng  with  the  glow  of  the  lingering  but  momen. 

wm  1  submit  without  another  murmur." 

Although  both  Heyward  and  Cora  listened  with  patoful 
jttspense  and  the  deepest  attention,  no  sounds  were  hSn 
^S\  ^}  appeared  as  If  the  delicate  and  sensIUve  form  of 
Alice  had  shrunk  Into  Itself,  as  she  listened  to  this  proZ^ 
Her  anns  had  fallen  lengthwise  before  her,  with  theTnZ; 
movhig  In  sUght  convulsion, ;  her  head  dropped  upoK 

i^f'^JLlS  *»tL''*»°**  P'"°°  '*'«"^*^'*  suspended  agahist  the 
tree,  looking  like  some  beautiful  emblem  of  the  Z-adS 
deUcacy  of  her  sex.  devoid  of  animaUon,  and  ye?  k^ 

mo^fj'nt,  ^*  ''^.  °'°'""*'''  '»°^«^"'  ^«  head  beg^to 
move  dowty.  to  a  sign  of  deep  unconquerable  dIsapSrobsh 
tion ;  and  by  Uie  Ume  the  Hush  of  maiden  pride  had  Swd 
Itsdf  over  her  fine  features,  and  her  eye  had  Ughti^Sto  Se 
feeling  whichoppressed  her,  she  found  strength  to  m,Cur-! 

— togethe?  "  "**  *  ""*  ""^^  ^*  *^°"^**  ^  "  ^*  *»*^*  "v«<l 
^f^'^V  ^•'''  *0"ted  Magna,  hurUng  his  tomahawk 
Jitt  wilr/«  "1!T^»?«°«  speaker,  Ikd  gnashtagS 
teeth  with  a  rage  that  could  no  longer  be  bridled  at  thS 
sudden  eidilbmon  of  firmness  to  the%ne  he  bXS  tte 
weakest  of  the  party.  The  axe  cleaved  the  air  to  ^nt  o? 
?T!.*I]?'  fl"^'  ?*""«  *°°»«  °'  t^e  flowing  ringlets  of  AUce 
SSJt  J^'  '^^^^^  ^  the  tree  above  her  heai^e 
SSii  f  ®^  «'*°*^  ^  desperaUon.  CoUectIng  all  his 
S^^?^  oje  effort,  he  snapped  the  twigs  which  bound 
him.  and  rushed  upon  another  wivage,  who  was  preparing. 
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With  lond  yeUs,  and  a  more  deliberate  aim.  to  repeat  the 
Mow.  They  encountered,  grappled,  and  fell  to  the  earth 
together.  The  naked  body  of  his  antagonist  afforded  Hey- 
ward  no  means  of  holding  his  adversary,  who  gUded  from 
his  grasp,  and  rose  again  with  one  knee  on  his  chest,  pressing 
libn  down  with  the  weight  of  a  giant  Duncan  already  saw 
the  knife  gleaming  bi  the  ah*,  when  a  whistling  sound  swept 
past  him,  and  was  rather  accompanied,  than  followed,  by 
the  sharp  crack  of  a  rifle.  He  felt  his  breast  relieved  from 
the  load  it  had  endured ;  he  saw  the  savage  expression  of 
his  advwsary's  countenance  change  to  a  look  of  vacant 
wildness,  and  then  the  Indian  fell  prostrate  and  dead  on  the 
faded  leaves  by  his  side. 


CHAPTER  XII 

(^ovm  :  I  ua  gone^  Sir, 
And  anon.  Sir, 
rU  be  with  yoa  again. 

Twdftk  Night. 

The  Hurons  stood  aghast  at  this  sudden  visitation  of 
death  on  one  of  their  band.  But,  as  they  regarded  the 
fatal  accuracy  of  an  aim,  which  had  dared  to  immolate  an 
enemy,  at  so  much  hazard  to  a  friend,  the  name  of  "  la 
Longue  Carabine  "  burst  sfanultaneously  from  every  lip,  and 
was  succeeded  by  a  wild  and  a  sort  of  plaintive  howl.  The 
cry  was  answered  by  a  loud  shout  from  a  little  thicket, 
where  the  incautious  party  had  piled  their  arms ;  and,  at 
the  next  moment.  Hawk-eye,  too  eager  to  load  the  rifle  he 
had  regained:  was  seen  advancingupon  them, brandishing  the 
clubbed  weapon,  and  cutting  the  air  with  wide  and  powerful 
sweeps.  Bold  and  rapid  as  was  the  progress  of  the  scout, 
it  was  exceeded  by  that  of  a  light  and  vigorous  form,  which, 
bounding  past  him,  leaped,  with  bicredible  activity  and 
daring,  into  the  very  centre  of  the  Hurons,  where  it  stood, 
whirling  a  tomahawk,  and  flourishing  a  glittering  knife, 
with  fearful  menaces,  in  front  of  Cora.  Quicker  than  the 
thoughts  could  follow  these  unexpected  and  audacious 
movements,  an  image,  armed  in  the  emblematic  panoply 
of  death,  stole,  with  the  imaginary  glidings  of  a  spectre. 
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before  their  eyes,  and  usnmed  a  threatening  attitude  at 
the  other  $ide.  The  lavage  tonnenton  recoUed  before  these 
WMUke  hitniders,  and  uttered,  u  th«y  appeared  in  such 
quick  succession,  the  often  repeated  and  peculiar  exclama- 
tion of  iuiprise,  followed  by  the  well  known  and  dreaded 
appellations  of—  ««wiuwi 

"  Le  Cerf  Agile  I  le  Gros  Serpent  I  *• 
But  the  wary  and  vigilant  leader  of  the  Hurons  was  not 
w  easily  disconcerted.  Casting  his  keen  eyes  around  the 
litUe  Plata,  he  comprehended  the  nature  of  the  assault  at 
a  glance,  and  encouragtag  his  foUowers  by  his  voice,  as  well 
as  by  his  example,  he  unsheathed  Us  long  and  dangerous 
knife,  and  rushed,  with  a  loud  whoop,  upon  the  expecttag 
Chtogachgook.  It  was  the  signal  for  a  general  combat! 
Neither  party  had  firearms,  and  the  contest  was  to  be  de- 
cided ta  the  deadliest  manner-hand  to  hand,  with  'veapons 
of  oilence,  and  none  of  defence. 

Uncas  answered  the  whoop,  and  leaptag  on  an  enemv 
with  a  stogie,  weU-directed  blow  of  his  tomahawk,  deft  him 
to  the  brain.   Heyward  tore  the  weapon  of  Magna  fh>m  the 
sapltag,  and  rushed  eageriy  towards  the  fray.   As  the  com- 
batanU  were  now  equal  ta  number,  each  singled  an  opponent 
from  the  adverse  band.    The  rush  and  blows  passed  with 
the  fury  of  a  wWriwtad  and  the  swiftness  of  lightntac. 
Hawk-eye  soon  got  another  enemy  withta  reach  of  his  aim 
and  with  one  sweep  of  his  formidable  weapon,  he  beat  down 
the  slight  and  taartifldal  defences  of  his  antagonist,  crush- 
tag  htan  to  the  earth  with  the  weight  of  his  blow.    Hey- 
ward ventured  to  hurl  the  tomahawk  he  had  seized,  too 
ardent  to  await  the  moment  of  dostog.    It  struck  the  Indian 
he  had  sdected  on  the  forehead,  and  checked  for  an  tastant 
his  onward  rush.    -Encouraged  by  this  flight  advantage,  the 
taipetuous  young  man  conttaued  his  onset,  and  sprang  upon 
his  enemy  with  naked  hands.   A  stagle  tastant  was  suffldent 
to  assure  hhn  of  the  rashness  of  the  measure,  for  he  hnme- 
diatdy  found  hfanself  fully  engaged  with  all  his  acUvity  and 
courage,  ta  endeavouring  to  ward  the  desperate  thrusts 
made  with  the  knife  of  the  Huron.    Unable  longer  to  foU 
an  enemy  so  alert  and  vigilant,  he  threw  his  arms  about 
htai,  and  succeeded   ta  ptantag  the  limbs  of  the  other  to 
his  side  with  an  iron  grasp,  but  one  that  was  far  too  ex- 
hausttag  to  himself  to  conttaue  long.    In  this  extremltv  he 
heard  a  voice  near  hhn,  shouttag— 
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"  Extenninate  the  varleU  I  no  quarter  to  an  aoconed 
Mingo  I " 

At  the  next  moment  the  breech  of  Hawk-eye*!  rifle  fell 
on  the  naiced  head  of  his  adversary,  whoso  musdes  appeared 
to  wither  under  the  shock,  as  he  sunic  from  the  aims  of 
Duncan,  flexible  and  motionless. 

When  Uncas  had  brained  his  first  antagonist,  he  turned, 
Iflce  a  h.^ngry  lion,  to  seek  another.  The  fifth  and  only 
Huron  disengaged  at  the  first  onset,  had  paused  a  moment, 
and  then  seeing  that  all  around  him  were  employed  in  the 
deadly  strife,  he  had  sought,  with  hellish  vengeance,  to 
complete  the  bafiled  work  of  revenge.  Raising  a  shout  of 
triumph,  he  had  sprung  towards  the  defenceless  Cora,  send- 
ing his  keen  axe  as  the  dreadful  precursor  of  his  approach. 
The  tomahawk  grazed  her  shoulder,  and  cutting  the  withes 
which  bound  her  to  the  tree,  left  the  maiden  at  liberty  to 
fly.  She  eludcu  the  grasp  of  the  savage,  and  reckless  of  her 
own  safety,  threw  herself  on  the  bosom  of  Alice,  striving, 
with  convulsed  and  ill-directed  fingers,  to  tear  asunder  the 
twigs  which  confined  the  person  of  her  sister.  Any  o:.her 
than  a  monster  would  have  relented  at  such  an  act  of 
generous  devotion  to  the  best  and  purest  affection ;  but 
the  breast  of  the  Huron  was  a  stranger  to  any  sympathy 
in  the  moments  of  his  fury.  Seizing  Cora  by  the  rich 
tresses  which  fell  in  glossy  confusion  about  her  form,  he 
tore  her  from  her  frantic  hold,  and  bowed  her  down  with 
brutal  violence  to  her  knees.  The  savage  drew  the  flowing 
curls  through  his  hand,  and  raising  them  on  high  with  an 
outstretched  arm,  he  passed  the  knife  around  the  exquis- 
itely moulded  head  of  his  victim,  with  a  taunthig  and 
exulting  laugh.  But  he  purchased  this  moment  of  fierce 
gratification  witn  the  loss  of  the  fatal  opportunity.  It  was 
just  then  the  sight  caught  the  eye  of  Uncas.  Bounding 
from  his  footsteps,  he  appeared  for  an  instant  darting 
tb  jugh  the  air,  and  descending  in  a  ball,  he  fell  on  the 
chest  of  his  enemy,  driving  him  for  many  yards  from  the 
spot,  headlong  and  prostrate.  The  violence  of  the  exertion 
cast  the  young  Mohican  at  his  side.  They  arose  together, 
fought,  and  bled,  each  in  his  turn.  But  the  conflict  was 
soon  decided,  the  tomahawk  of  Heyward,  and  the  rifle 
of  Hawk-eye,  descending  on  the  skull  of  the  Huron 
at  the  same  moment  that  the  k^"  of  Uncas  reached  his 
heart. 
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The  battle  wu  now  entirely  tennlnated  with  tiM  •« 
cepUon  of  the  protracted  .trugdebetween  "  l?  SfnS^ 
Subta  "  and  "  le  Gros  Serpent"    WeU  did  Si-.h.S"*' 

which  had  been  bestowed  for  deeds  In  former  ^  Wh^ 

found  themsdvee  unoccupied,  the  spot  whew  tte«i  « 

WMd  Md  hUro^^    •  '"^n^sWp,  and  graUtude,  Hey- 
wara  and  bis  companions  rushed  with  one  accord  to  th. 

SS^r'*^^"*:.."?}'  ««°Py  Which  huSg°iS,v^  Se 

rSST;  JiC"^  ?^  "°*^  ^^  "o^nd  the  doud;\rtth 

S.riSiJ/'^'i?  ^«  ^"'^  "»•  »»«art  of  his  fath^;  Joe  • 
Se  S?,A»« T-fti?^^  endeavoured  to  seize  the  limbs  of 

»«  *.rt  «.d  fleeting  mommV  wh™  tte  C^eySlJ 
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on  his  feet,  making  the  arches  of  the  forest  ring  with  the 
sounds  of  his  shout  of  triumph. 

"  Well  done  for  the  Delawares  I  victory  to  the  Mohi- 
can I  "  cried  Hawk-eye,  once  more  elevating  the  butt  of  the 
long  and  fatal  rifle ;  "  a  finishing  blow  from  a  man  without 
•  cross  will  never  tell  against  his  honour,  nor  rob  him  of 
bis  right  to  the  scalp  I  " 

But,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  dangerous  weapon 
was  hi  the  act  of  descending,  the  subtle  Huron  rolled  swiftly 
from  beneath  the  danger  over  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
and,  falling  on  his  feet,  was  seen  leaping  with  a  single  bound 
faito  the  centre  of  a  thicket  of  low  bushes,  which  clung  along 
Its  sides.  The  Delawares,  who  had  believed  their  enemy 
dead,  uttered  their  exclamation  of  surprise,  and  were  fol- 
lowing with  speed  and  clamour,  like  hounds  in  open  view 
of  the  deer,  when  a  shrill  and  peculiar  cry  from  the  scout 
Instantly  changed  their  purpose,  and  recalled  them  to  the 
summit  of  the  hill. 

"  'Twas  like  hhnself  I "  cried  the  inveterate  forester, 
whose  prejudices  contrU)uted  so  largely  to  veil  his  natural 
sense  of  justice  in  all  matters  which  concerned  the  Mingoes ; 
"  a  lying  and  deceitful  varlet  as  he  is  I  An  honest  Delaware 
now,  being  fairiy  vanquished,  would  have  lain  still  and  been 
knocked  on  the  head,  but  these  knavish  Maquas  cling  to 
life  like  so  many  cats-o'-the-mountain.  Let  him  go — let 
hhn  go ;  'tis  but  one  man,  and  he  without  either  rifle  or 
bow,  many  a  long  mOe  from  his  French  comrades ;  and, 
like  a  rattler  that  has  lost  his  fangs,  he  can  do  no  farther 
mischief  until  such  time  as  he,  and  we  too,  may  leave  the 
prints  of  our  moccasins  over  a  long  reach  of  sandy  plain. 
See,  Uncas,"  he  added,  in  Delaware,  "  your  father  is  flay- 
ing the  scalps  already  I  It  may  be  well  to  go  round  and 
feel  the  vagabonds  that  are  left,  or  we  may  have  another 
of  them  loping  through  the  woods,  and  screeching  like  any 
Jay  that  has  been  winged  I  " 

So  saying,  the  honest,  but  fanplacable,  scout  made  the 
circuit  of  the  dead,  into  whose  senseless  bosoms  he  thrust 
his  long  knife,  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  they  had 
been  so  many  brute  carcases.  He  had,  however,  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  elder  Mohican,  who  had  already  torn  the 
emblems  of  victory  from  the  unresisting  heads  of  the  slair. 

But  Uncas,  denying  his  habits,  we  had  ahnost  said  his 
nature,  flew  with   instinctive  delicacy,   accompanied  by 
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2h!7^'**!.*l*  •?*•*'"*•*»'**••*•*«".•»<>  quickly  rdeaitatf 
Alice,  placed  her  In  the  open  armt  of  (W    wl  dT.ii^f 

J^^rT^  l"^^^  '^^^'^S  themselvesT  tong  S3 
JervOTt,  though  speechless,  caresses.    As  Alice  aroMTfrnm 

'    SSe?h*S;j'o?tie?'^'  '"^f'  ^y  ^^"  .Me'of'^^'^^h" 

SDaiSS  JJi^?'  "^  '?*^'''  '*^«« »»«'  »o«'  dove-llke^es, 
whlS^^J?  K  **•  ?y'  *"  "^^•^  »»0P*'  the  tetenigence^th 
which  they  beamed  partaking  more  of  the  ether^  than  of 
any  e^r^on  Which  might  belong  to  h«m^'S?nSj?. "' 

^tha3f'«f  f?.VKf*^'i*°^«  """'^  "Pon  the  youth 
^kI«         ?  toeilable  purity  and  Innocence.  "  even  our 

n«  ^i  "***"*  "^^  ^'^^y  Incoherent  words.  Cora  made 

m?T.h!S'  ?«***  *"*"*  °^*'  ^«''  »n  »n«l«n8  tenderness  The 
manhood  of  Heyward  felt  no  shame  in  dfopplngw  o^ 
this  spectacle  of  affectionate  rapture;  and  lJnMf!t«n? 
fresh  and  blood-stained  from  the  combat,  a  c^m  and  an' 

fho^^K^y."!  ""™°^«^  ^^^^^  on.  it  Is  bie.  but  with  evL" 
that  had  already  lost  their  fierceness.™  were  bSmhS 

f  in«^M  "S,*^*  ^'P'^'y  Of  emotions  so  natural  bi  their  sltua- 
tiat  S.''HuT;;,''^r  ^ifr*  ^''''^''  ^«^  satlsflTd  £ 

XS     moment,  endured  with  the  most  exemj^S 

behtadhta'"" v««"ir^  *^'  **°"*'  ''^'""S  «»•  »•»*  withe 
oenmd  him,    you  are  once  more  master  of  your  own  Ihnbs, 
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though  you  seem  not  to  use  tnem  with  much  greater  Judg- 
ment than  that  in  which  they  were  first  fashioned.  II 
advice  from  one  who  is  not  older  than  yourself,  but  who, 
having  Uved  most  of  his  ttane  in  the  wUdemess,  may  be 
said  to  have  experience  beyond  Ills  years,  will  give  no 
offence,  you  are  welcome  to  my  thoughts ;  and  these  are, 
to  part  with  the  little  tooting  instrument  In  your  jacket  to 
the  first  fool  you  meet  with,  and  buy  some  useful  we'pon 
with  the  money,  If  It  be  only  the  barrel  of  a  horseman's 
pistol.  By  Industry  and  care,  you  might  thus  come  to 
some  preferment ;  for  by  this  time,  I  should  think,  your 
eyes  would  plainly  tell  you  that  a  carrion  crow  Is  a  better 
bird  than  a  mocking  thresher.  The  one  will,  at  least,  re- 
move foul  sights  firom  before  the  face  of  man,  whfle  the  other 
is  only  good  to  brew  disturbances  In  the  woods,  by  cheating 
the  ears  of  all  that  hear  them." 

"  Arms  and  the  clarion  for  the  battle,  but  the  song  of 
thanksgiving  to  the  victory  I "  answered  the  liberated 
David.  "  Friend,"  he  added,  thrusting  forth  his  lean,  deli- 
cate hand  toward  Hawk-eye  in  kindness,  while  his  eyes 
twhikled  and  grew  moist,  "  I  thank  thee  that  the  hab^  of 
my  head  still  grow  where  they  were  first  rooted  by  Provi- 
dence ;  for,  though  those  of  other  men  may  be  more  glossy 
and  curling,  I  have  ever  found  mine  own  comfortable,  and 
well  suited  to  the  brain  they  shelter.  That  I  did  not  Join 
myself  to  the  battle  was  less  owing  to  disinclination  than 
to  the  bonds  of  the  heathen.  Valiant  and  skilful  hast  thou 
proved  thyself  in  the  conflict,  and  I  hereby  thank  thee, 
before  proceeding  to  discharge  other  and  more  important 
duties,  because  thou  hast  proved  thyself  well  worthy  of  a 
Christian's  praise  1 " 

"  The  thing  is  but  a  trifle,  and  what  you  may  often  see 
if  you  tarry  long  among  us,"  returned  the  scout,  a  good 
deal  softened  in  his  feelings  toward  the  man  of  song,  by 
this  unequivocal  expression  of  his  gratitude.  "  I  have  got 
bade  my  old  companion,  '  kill-deer,' "  he  added,  striking 
his  hand  on  the  breech  of  his  rifle,  "  and  that  in  itself  is  a 
victory.  These  Iroquois  are  cunning,  but  they  outwitted 
themselves  when  they  placed  all  their  flre-arms  out  of  reach  ; 
and  had  Uncas  or  his  father  been  gifted  with  only  their 
common  Indian  patience,  we  should  have  come  in  upon  the 
knaves  with  three  bullets  instead  of  one,  and  that  would 
have  made  a  finish  of  the  whole  pack ;  yon  loping  varlet 
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as  wen  M  hit  emnmenides. 
for  the  best  I " 

"  Thou  aayest  weD,"  returned  David, "  and  hast  eaaaht 
the  true  iplrit  of  ChrUUanity.  Ha  that  li  to  be  laved  wUl 
be  saved,  and  he  that  Is  predestinated  to  be  damned  wUl 
be  damned  I  ThU  Is  the  doctrine  of  truth,  the  most  con- 
soltaig  and  refreshing  Is  It  to  the  true  believer." 

The  scout,  who  by  this  thne  was  seated,  exanUnlng  faito 
the  state  of  his  rifle  with  a  species  of  parental  assiduity, 
now  looked  up  to  the  other  bi  a  displeasure  that  he  did 
not  affect  to  conceal,  roughly  totemiptlng  his  father's 
speech. 

••  DoctHne  or  no  doctrine."  said  the  sturdy  woodsman, 
••  'Us  the  belief  of  knaves,  and  the  curse  of  an  honest  man  1 
I  can  credit  that  yonder  Huron  was  to  faU  by  my  hand, 
for  with  my  own  eyes  have  I  seen  It ;  but  nothing  short  of 
being  a  witness  wUl  cause  me  to  think  he  has  met  with  any 
reward,  or  that  Chlngachgook  there  will  be  condemned  at 
the  final  day." 

"  You  have  no  warranty  forsuch  an  audacious  doctrine, 
nor  any  covenant  to  support  it,"  cried  the  excited  David, 
who  was  deeply  Unctured  with  the  subUe  distinctions  which. 
In  his  Ume,  and  more  especiaUy  in  his  province,  had  been 
drawn  around  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  revelaUon,  by  en- 
deavouring to  penetrate  the  awful  mystery  of  the  divine 
nature,  supplying  faith  by  seU-sufflciency,  and  by  conse- 
quence, involving  those  who  reasoned  from  such  human  dog- 
mas hi  absurdities  and  doubt ;  "  your  temple  is  reared  on 
the  sands,  and  the  first  tempest  wiU  wash  away  its  founda- 
tion. I  demand  your  authorities  for  such  an  unchariUble 
assertion.  (Like  other  advocates  for  a  system,  David  was 
not  always  accurate  to  hU  use  of  terms.)  Name  chapter 
and  verse ;  in  which  of  the  holy  books  do  you  find  lanauace 
to  support  you  ?  " 

"  Book  I "  repeated  Hawk-eye,  with  singular  and  Dl- 
concealed  disdain ;  "  do  you  take  me  for  a  whimpering  boy, 
at  the  apron  string  of  one  of  your  old  gals ;  and  this  good 
rifle  on  my  knee  for  the  feather  of  a  goose's  whig,  my  ox's 
horn  for  a  botUe  of  tak,  and  my  leathern  pouch  for  a  cross- 
barred  handkercher  of  yesterday's  dinner  ?  Book  I  what 
have  such  as  I,  who  am  a  warrior  of  the  wilderness,  though 
a  man  without  a  cross,  to  do  with  books  ?  I  never  read  but 
In  one,  and  the  words  that  are  written  there  are  too  shnple 
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tnd  too  plain  to  need  much  tchooling ;  though  I  may  boast 
that  of  forty  long  and  hard-woriilng  yean." 

"  What  call  yon  the  volume  7  "  gald  David,  mlsooncelv 
Ing  the  other's  meaning. 

"  Tls  open  before  your  eyes,"  returned  the  scout ;  ••  and 
he  who  owns  It  Is  not  a  niggard  of  Its  use.  I  have  heard 
It  said,  that  there  are  men  who  read  In  books,  to  convlneo 
themselves  there  Is  a  God  t  I  know  not  but  man  may  so 
deform  his  works  in  the  setUemenU,  as  to  leave  that  which 
is  so  dear  hi  the  wilderness  a  matter  of  doubt  among 
traders  and  priests.  If  any  such  there  be,  and  he  will 
follow  me  from  sun  to  sun,  through  the  windings  of  the 
forest,  he  shall  see  enough  to  teach  htan  that  he  is  a  fool, 
and  that  the  greatest  of  hb  foUy  lies  hi  striving  to  rise  to 
the  level  of  one  he  can  never  equal,  be  It  in  goodness,  ot 
be  it  hi  power." 

The  instant  David  discovered  that  he  battled  with  a 
disputant  who  imbibed  his  faith  fh)m  the  llghU  of  nature, 
eschewhig  all  subtleties  of  doctrine,  he  willhigly  abandoned 
a  controversy,  from  which,  he  believed,  neither  profit  nor 
credit  was  to  be  der  ved.  While  the  scout  was  speakhig,  he 
had  also  seated  himself,  and,  producing  the  ready  little 
volume,  and  the  iron-rhnmed  spectacles,  he  prepared  to 
discharge  a  duty,  which  nothhig  but  the  unexpected  assault 
he  had  received  in  his  orthodoxy  could  have  so  long  sus- 
pended. He  was,  hi  truth,  a  mfaistrel  of  the  western  con- 
Unent,  of  a  much  later  day,  certainly,  than  those  gifted 
bards,  who  formerly  sung  the  profane  renown  of  baron  and 
prince,  but  after  the  spirit  of  his  own  age  and  country ; 
and  he  was  now  prepared  to  exercise  the  cunning  of  his 
craft  hi  celebration  of,  or  rather  in  thanksgiving  for,  the 
recent  victory.  He  waited  patienUy  for  Hawk-eye  to  cease 
then  lifting  his  eyes,  together  with  his  voice,  he  said,  aloud : 
"  I  faivite  you,  friends,  to  johi  hi  praise  for  this  signal 
deliverance  from  the  hands  of  barbarians  and  faifldels,  to 
the  comfortable  and  solemn  tones  of  the  tune  called '  North- 
ampton.' " 

He  next  named  the  page  and  verse  where  the  gifted 
rhymes  he  had  selected  were  to  be  found,  and  applied  the 
pitch-pipe  to  his  lips,  with  the  customary  and  decent  gravity 
that  he  had  been  wont  to  use  hi  the  temple.  This  thne  he 
was,  however,  without  any  accompanfanent,  for  the  sisters 
were  Just  then  pouring  out  those  tender  effusions  of  aflecUon, 
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which  have  bMn  alraady  aUttdmi  to.  Nothing  dotemd 
by  the  smallncM  of  hit  audiMici,  which,  hi  truthTconsUtod 
only  of  tho  discontented  scout,  he  raised  his  voice,  com- 
mencing and  ending  the  sacred  song,  without  acddent  or 
interruption  of  any  Idnd.  -^wwui  w 

Hawlc-eye  listened.  whQe  he  eooUy  adjusted  his  ntait  and 
reloaded  his  rifle,  but  the  sounds  wanting  the  extraneous 
assistance  of  scene  and  sympathy  fafled  to  awalcen  his 
slumbering  emoUons.  Never  mhutrel,  or  by  whaUver  mora 
suiUble  name  Pavld  should  be  known,  drew  upon  hU 
(alents  in  the  presence  of  more  taisensible  auditors ;  though 
considering  the  singleness  and  shicerity  of  his  moUve  it  U 
probable  that  no  bard  of  profane  song  ever  uttered  notes 
that  ascended  so  near  to  that  throne  where  aU  homage  and 
praise  is  most  due.  The  scout  soon  shook  his  head,  and. 
muttering  some  unlnteUlglble  words,  among  which  "  throat " 
and  "  IroquoU  "  were  alone  audible,  he  walked  away  to 
coUect  and  to  examine  Into  the  sUte  of  the  captured  arsenal 
of  the  Hurons.  In  this  office  he  was  now  Joined  by  Chln- 
gachgook,  who  found  his  own,  as  well  as  the  rifle  of  his 
son,  among  the  arms.  Even  Heyward  and  David  were  fur- 
nished with  weapons;  nor  was  ammunlUon  wantina  to 
render  them  aU  effectual.  " 

.  .v^!"..^"  foresters  had  made  their  sdecUon,  and  dis- 
tributed their  prizes,  the  scout  announced,  openly,  that  the 
hour  had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  to  move.    By  this 
time  the  song  of  Gamut  had  ceased,  and  the  sisters  had 
learned  to  still  the  exhibition  of  their  emoUons.    Aided  by 
Duncan  and  the  young  Mohican,  the  two  latter  descended 
the  precipitous  sides  of  that  hlU  which  they  had  so  lately 
ascended  under  such  very  different  auspices,  and  whoM 
summit  had  so  nearly  proved  the  scene  of  thefa-  horrible 
massacre.   At  the  foot  they  found  their  Narragansets  brows- 
ing the  herbage  of  the  bushes,  and  havhig  mounted,  they 
foUowed  the  movements  of  a  guide,  who,  to  the  most  deadly 
straits,  had  so  often  proved  himself  their  friend.    Their 
journey  was,  however,  short    Hawk-eye,  leaving  the  blind 
path  that  the  Hurons  had  foUowed,  turned  short  to  his 
right,  and  entering  the  thicket,  he  crossed  a  babbling  brook, 
and  halted  In  a  narrow  dell,  under  the  shade  of  a  few  water 
elms.    Thehr  distance  from  the  base  of  the  fatal  hfll  was 
but  a  few  rods,  and  the  steeds  had  been  serviceable  to  the 
maidens  only  In  crossing  the  shallow  stream. 
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Tht  scout  and  the  Indians  seemed  to  be  funOlar  with 

Iw  .•!£*****"^  P****  ^**«"  '*»«y  ^^  "f^i  to'.  iMuiing 
their  rifles  against  the  trees,  they  commenced  throwing  aside 
the  dried  leav«s  and  opening  the  blue  clay,  out  of  which  a 
?^,"^**  •Pwkllng  spring  of  bright,  glancing  water  quickly 
bubbled.  The  white  man  then  looked  about  him,  as  though 
wcklng  for  some  object  which  was  not  to  be  found  as  readUv 
as  he  expected. 

"  Them  careless  hnps,  the  Mohawks,  with  their  Tus- 
carora  and  Onondaga  brethren,  have  been  here  slaking  their 
thirst,"  he  muttered,  "  and  the  vagabonds  have  thrown 
away  the  gourd  I  This  U  the  way  with  benefits,  when  they 
are  bestowed  upon  such  dlsrememberlng  hounds  1  Here  has 
the  Lord  laid  his  hand,  in  the  midst  of  the  howlbig  wilder- 
ness, for  their  good,  and  raised  a  fountain  of  water  from 
the  bowels  of  the  'arth,  that  might  laugh  at  the  richest 
shop  of  apothecary's  ware  In  aU  the  colonies ;  and  see  t 
the  knaves  have  trodden  In  the  clay,  and  deformed  the 
cleanliness  of  the  place,  as  though  they  were  brute  beasts, 
instead  of  human  men  I  " 

Uncas  sUenUy  extended  towards  him  the  desired  gourd, 
which  the  spleen  of  Hawk-eye  had  hitherto  prevented  him 
from  observing,  suspended,  with  sufficient  care,  on  the 
h  c  nch  of  Qi)  elm.  Filling  it  with  water,  he  retired  a  short 
distance  to  a  place  where  the  ground  was  more  Arm  and 
dry ;  here  he  coolly  seated  himself,  and  after  taking  a  long, 
and  apparenUy  a  grateful,  draught,  he  commenced  a  very 
strict  examination  of  the  fragments  of  food  lef*.  by  the 
Hurons,  which  had  hung  in  a  wallet  on  his  arm. 

"  Thank  you,  lad,"  he  continued,  returning  the  empty 
gourd  to  Uncas,  "  now  we  wIU  see  how  these  rampaging 
Hurons  lived  when  ouUyIng  In  ambushments.  Look  at  this  I 
The  varleU  know  the  better  pieces  of  the  deer,  and  one 
would  think  they  might  carve  and  roast  a  saddle  equal  to 
the  best  cook  in  the  land  1  But  everything  is  raw,  for  them 
Iroquois  are  thorough  savages.  Uncas,  take  my  steel,  and 
kindle  a  Are ;  a  mouthful  of  a  tender  broU  will  give  natur 
a  helping  hand  after  so  long  a  trail." 

Heyward,  perceiving  that  their  guides  now  set  about 
their  repast  in  sober  earnest,  assisted  the  maidens  to  alight, 
and  placed  himself  at  their  side,  not  unwilling  to  enjoy  a 
few  moments  of  grateful  rest  after  the  bloody  scene  he  had 
Just  gone  through.    While  the  culinary  process  was  in  band. 
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curiosity  Induced  him  to  inquire  into  tite  circumstances 
wbidi  had  led  to  their  timely  and  unexpected  rescue. 

"  How  is  it  that  we  see  you  so  soon,  my  generous  friend  " 
he  asked, "  and  without  aid  from  the  garrison  of  Edward  ?'" 

"  Had  we  gone  to  the  bend  in  the  river,  we  might  have 
been  in  time  to  rake  the  leaves  over  your  bodies,  but  too 
late  to  have  saved  your  scalps,"  cooUy  answered  the  scout. 
"  No,  no ;  instead  of  throwing  away  strength  and  oppor- 
tunity i.v  crossing  to  the  fort,  we  lay  by,  under  the  bank 
of  the  Hudson,  waiting  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
Hurons." 

"  You,  then,  were  witnesses  of  all  that  passed  I " 

"  Not  of  all,  for  Indian  sight  is  too  keen  to  be  easfly 
cheated,  and  we  kept  close.  A  difficult  matter  it  was,  too, 
to  keep  this  Mohican  boy  snug  In  the  ainbushment  I  Ah  1 
Uncas,  '.iicas,  your  behaviour  was  more  like  that  of  a 
curious  woman  than  of  a  warrior  on  his  scent  I " 

Uncas  permitted  his  penetrating  eyes  to  turn  for  an 
instant  on  the  sturdy  countenance  of  the  speaker,  but  he 
neither  spoke  nor  gave  any  Indication  of  repentance  for  his 
error.  On  the  contrary,  Heyward  thought  the  manner  of 
the  young  Mohican  was  disdainful,  if  not  a  little  fierce,  and 
that  he  suppressed  passions  that  were  ready  to  explode,  as 
much  in  compliment  to  the  listeners,  as  from  the  deference 
be  usually  paid  to  his  white  associate. 

II  '  w  our  rapture  ?  "  Heyward  next  demanded. 

"\  J-d  it,"  was  the  significant  answer.  "  An  Indian 
yen  is  p.  i  language  to  men  who  have  passed  their  days 
in  the  woods.  But  when  you  landed,  we  were  driven  to 
crawl,  like  sarpents,  beneath  the  leaves ;  and  then  we  lost 
sight  of  you  entirely,  untU  we  placed  eyes  on  you  again 
trussed  to  the  trees,  and  ready  bound  for  an  Indian  mas- 
sacre." 

"  Our  rescue  was  the  deed  of  Providence  I  It  was  nearly 
a  miracle  that  you  took  not  the  wrong  path,  for  the  Hurons 
divided,  and  each  band  of  them  had  its  horses  I " 

"  Ay  I  thei-e  we  were  thrown  off  the  scent,  and  might 
indeed  have  lost  the  traU,  had  it  not  been  for  Uncas,"  re- 
turned the  scout,  with  the  tone  and  manner  of  a  man  who 
recalled  all  the  embarrassment  of  the  past  moment ;  "  we 
took  the  path,  however,  that  led  into  the  wUdemess,  for 
vre  judged,  and  judged  righUy,  that  the  savages  would  hold 
that  course  with  their  prisoners.   But  when  we  had  foUowed 
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It  for  many  mUes,  without  finding  a  single  twig  broken,  as 
I  had  advised,  my  mind  misgave  me,  especially  as  all  the 
footsteps  had  the  prints  of  moccasins." 

"  Our  captors  had  the  precaution  to  see  us  shod  llk« 
themselves,"  said  Duncan,  raising  a  foot  and  «\liil>iLin«  th« 
gaily  ornamented  busldn  he  wore. 

"Ay  I  'twas  Judgmatical,  and  like  then  ietves,  thougi 
we  were  too  expart  to  be  thrown  from  a  trail  b  •/  s-»  common 
an  invention." 

"  To  what,  then,  are  we  indebted  for  our  safety  ?  *» 
"  To  what,  as  a  white  man  has  no  taint  of  Indian  blood» 
I  should  be  ashamed  to  own ;  to  the  judgment  of  the  young 
Mohican  In  matters  which  I  should  know  better  than  he, 
but  which  I  can  now  hardly  believe  to  be  true,  though  my 
own  eyes  tell  me  it  is  so." 

•'  'Tis  extraordinary  I  will  you  not  name  the  reason  ?  " 
"  Uncas  was  bold  enough  to  say  that  the  beasts  ridden 
by  the  gentle  ones,"  continued  Hawk-eye,  glancing  his  eyes, 
not  without  curious  interest,  on  the  sorrel  fillies  of  the 
ladles,  "  planted  the  legs  of  one  side  on  the  ground  at  the 
same  time,  which  is  contrary  to  the  movements  of  all  trot- 
ting four-footed  animals  of  my  knowledge,  except  the  bear  I 
And  yet  here  are  horses  that  always  journey  in  this  manner, 
as  my  own  eyes  have  seen,  and  as  their  trail  as  shown  for 
twenty  long  miles." 

"  'Tis  the  merit  of  the  animal  I  They  come  from  the 
shores  of  Narraganset  Bay,  hi  the  small  province  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  and  are  celebrated  for  their  hardihood 
and  the  ease  of  this  peculiar  movement,  though  other  horses 
are  not  unfrequently  trained  to  the  same." 

"  It  may  be— it  may  be,"  said  Hawk-eye,  who  had  lis- 
tened with  singular  attention  to  this  explanation  ;  "  though 
I  am  a  man  who  has  the  full  blood  of  the  whites,  my  judg- 
ment hi  deer  and  beaver  is  greater  than  in  beasts  of  burthen. 
Major  Effingham  has  many  noble  chargers,  but  I  have  never 
seen  one  travel  after  such  a  sideling  gait  I  " 

"  True,  for  he  would  value  the  animals  for  very  different 
properties.  StiU,  is  this  a  breed  highly  esteemed,  and  as 
you  witness,  much  honoured  with  the  burthens  it  Is  often 
destined  to  bear  ?  " 

The  Mohicans  had  suspended  their  operations  about  the 
gibnmering  fire  to  listen,  and  when  Duncan  had  done,  they 
looked  at  each  other  significantly,  the  father  uttering  the 
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never-falling  exclamation  of  surprise.  The  icout  rumin- 
ated, like  a  man  digesting  his  newly-acquired  knowledge, 
and  once  mor«  stole  a  curious  ^ance  at  the  horses,  before 
be  continued — 

"  I  dare  to  say  there  are  even  stranger  sights  to  *-«  seen 
ta  the  settlements  I  "  he  said  at  length ;  "  natur  li>  .adly 
abused  by  man  when  he  once  gets  the  mastery.  But,  go 
sidelhig,  or  go  straight,  Uncas  had  seen  the  movement,  and 
their  trail  led  us  on  to  the  broken  bush.  The  outer  branch, 
near  the  prints  of  one  of  the  horses,  was  bent  upwards,  as 
a  lady  breaks  a  flower  from  its  stem,  but  all  the  rest  were 
ragged  and  broken  down,  as  if  the  strong  hand  of  a  man  had 
been  tearing  them  1  So  I  concluded  that  the  cunning  var- 
ments had  seen  the  twig  bent,  and  had  torn  the  rest,  to 
make  us  believe  a  buck  had  been  feeling  the  boughs  with  his 
antlers." 

"  I  do  believe  your  sagacity  did  not  deceive  yon,  for 
some  such  thing  occurred  1 " 

"  That  was  easy  to  see,"  added  the  scout,  inaio  degree 
conscious  of  having  exhibited  any  extraordinary  sagacity  ; 
"  and  a  very  different  matter  it  was  from  a  waddling  horse  1 
It  then  struck  me  the  Mingoes  would  push  for  this  spring, 
for  the  knaves  well  know  the  vartue  of  its  waters." 

*•  Is  it  then  so  famous  ?  "  demanded  Heyward,  examin- 
ing with  a  more  curious  eye  the  secluded  dell,  with  its 
bubbling  fountain,  surrounded,  as  it  was,  by  earth  of  a  deep 
dingy  brown. 

"  Few  red  skins  who  travel  south  and  east  of  the  great 
lakes  but  have  heard  of  its  qualiUes.  Will  you  taste  for 
yourself  ?  " 

Heyward  took  the  gourd,  and  after  swallowing  a  little 
of  the  water,  threw  it  aside  with  violent  grimaces  of  dis- 
content. The  scout  laughed,  in  his  sUent  but  heartfelt 
manner,  and  shook  his  head  with  vast  satisfaction,  as  he 
continued — 

"  Ah  I  you  want  the  flavour  that  one  gets  by  habit ; 
the  time  was  when  I  liked  it  as  little  as  yourself,  but  I  have 
come  to  my  taste,  and  I  now  crave  it  as  a  deer  does  the 
licks.  Your  high  spiced  wmes  are  not  better  liked  than  a 
red  skin  relishes  this  water,  especially  when  his  natur  is 
ailing.  But  Unca^  has  made  his  fire,  and  it  is  thne  we 
thtak  of  eathig,  for  our  Journey  is  long  and  all  before  us." 

Interrupting  the  dialogue  of  this  abrupt  transition,  the 
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scout  had  instant  recourse  to  the  fragments  of  food  wUcb 
had  escaped  the  voracity  of  the  Hurons.  A  very  summary 
process  completed  the  simple  cookery,  when  he  and  the 
Mohicans  commenced  their  humble  meal,  with  the  silence 
and  characteristic  dUigence  of  men  who  ate  in  order  to 
enable  themselves  to  endure  great  and  unremitttag  toU. 

When  this  necessary,  and,  happily,  grateful  duty  had 
been  performed,  each  of  the  foresters  stooped  and  took  a 
long  and  parting  draught  at  that  solitary  and  sUent  spring, 
around  which  and  its  sister  fountains,  within  fifty  years, 
the  wealth,  beauty,  and  talents  of  a  hemisphere  were  to 
assemble  to  such  throngs,  in  pursuit  of  health  and  pleasure 
Then  Hawk-eye  announced  his  determination  to  proceed. 
The  sisters  resumed  their  saddles;  Duncan  and  David 
grasped  theh-  riOes,  and  foUowed  on  their  footsteps,  the 
scout  leadtag  the  advance,  and  the  Mohicans  bringing  up 
the  rear.  The  whole  party  moved  swiftly  through  the 
narrow  path  towards  the  north,  leaving  the  healing  waters 
to  mmgle  unheeded  with  the  adjacent  brook,  and  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  to  fester  on  the  neighbouring  mount 
without  the  rites  of  sepulture,  a  fate  but  too  common  to 
the  warriors  of  the  woods,  to  excite  other  commiseratioa 
or  comment* 


CHAPTER   XIII 

I'll  Beek  »  readier  path. 

PameS. 

The  route  taken  by  Hawk-eye  lay  across  those  sandy 
plains,  relieved  by  occasional  valleys  and  sweUs  of  land 
which  had  been  traversed  by  their  party  on  the  momini 
of  the  same  day,  with  the  baffled  Magua  for  theh-  guide 
The  sun  had  now  fallen  low  towards  the  distant  mountains* 
and  as  their  journey  lay  through  the  interminable  forest 
the  heat  was  no  longer  oppressive,    ^heir  progress,  in  con- 
sequence, was  proporUonate,  ana    .ng  before  the  twilight 
gathered  about  them,  they  made  good  many  toilsome  miles 
on  their  return  path. 

The  hunter,  like  the  savage  whose  place  he  lUled,  seemed 
to  select  among  the  blind  signs  of  their  wUd  route  with  a 
species  of  tastinct,  seldom  abating  in  his  speed,  and  never 
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pausing  to  deliberate.  A  rapid  and  oblique  glance  at  the 
jaoss  on  the  trees,  with  an  occasional  upward  gaze  towards 
the  setting  sun,  or  a  steady  but  passing  look  at  the  direc- 
Uon  of  the  numerous  water  courses,  through  which  he 
wf.^;w!iS  ,1?^  to  determine  hU  path,  and  remove 
his  p^atest  difficulties.    In  the  meantime,  the  forest  began 

l!n*i  rf  .♦"*  **1**'  ^f '*"«  **"**  "^^y  8reen  which  had  em- 
beillshed  its  arches,  in  the  graver  light,  which  is  the  usual 
precursor  of  the  close  of  day. 

-UnT""*  S*  *^l*  1*^*  '*'*^"  ''*"'  endeavouring  to  catch 
glimpses,  through  the  trees,  of  the  flood  of  golden  glory 

r^H  tK  °"^1*  ^"*^''"8  *^^°  ^""'J  the  sunrtinging  here 
in«  n/'tn"*  '"*!?'  '^'^''  °"  borderhig  with  nai^w  edg- 
i«^  /i?"*  *  y^.°^'  *  ™*'*  °'  <^'o"<*»  that  lay  pUed  at 
idd^nt  onf*  "f  T  *^*  ^'***^™  ^^''  Hawk-Jye  turned 
Eavet!he^p'olcr""«  "^""'^  *-"^»  «>«  «or«eous 
-nH"J?°**f  ^*he  Signal  given  to  man  to  seek  his  food 
if  he  could  understand  the  signs  of  nature,  and  take  a 

^r^^iSTh^'  '°''''  °' *^^  ^''  '"**  "^'^  beasts'of  the  fSdsl 
2?m»f  i*  ""^T'  "^  »^"  ^"^  °^«^'  ''>^'  with  the  moon, 
we  must  be  up  and  moving  again.    I  remember  to  have  font 

irp JlS',  ^^'"^^y'''  to  the  first  war  In  which  I  ever 
t7.^lf^  ^'^  ""^^ '  ^"^  ^^  threw  up  a  work  of  blocks, 
to  keep  the  ravenous  varments  from  handling  our  scalps 

JiH  "If '''♦^^  "°'  '^  °^^'  ^«  '^hall  find  the%lace  a  few 
rods  further  to  our  left." 

Without  waiting  for  an  assent,  or.  indeed,  Tor  any  replv 
the  sturdy  hunter  moved  boldly  into  a  dense  thicket  of 
young  chestnuts,  shoving  aside  the  brLhes  o'  the  '^^ 
berant  shoots,  which  nearly  covered  the  ground,  ike  a  man 
f"!™*?'?"^  **  '^'^  *^«P  t°  di^ov"  sSSe  object  he  haS 
i,Z  "^^M^"""?;  "^^  recollection  of  the  scout  dVd  not 
i?t  w^'I^ith^iT  P^r^^ting  through  the  brush,  mat?ed 
M  It  was  with  briars,  for  a  few  hundred  feet,  he  entered 
toto  an  open  space,  that  surrounded  a  low^een  hmoSf 
^ZV:T^'^  ^y  i^^  ^''^y^^  WockCusfn  question: 

^k,  whVh  V*f '"l***  ^""**^«  ^^»  °««  <"  those  deserted 
works  which,  having  been  thrown  up  on  an  emeraencv  had 

been  abandoned  wjth  the  disappearance  of  da^erand  was 
lected,  and  nearly  forgotten,  like  the  circumstances  which 
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had  caused  it  to  be  reared.    Such  memorials  of  the  passage 

SifjTi?^  J*  °'  T"  ^  y**  "•^^"*°'  throughout  thS  broad 
n^in  °  *^«  ^"demess,  which  once  separated  the  hosUle 
provinces,  and  form  a  species  of  ruins,  that  are  inthnatelv 
associated  with  the  recollections  of  ^lonial^ToiS^^S^d 
which  are  In  appropriate  k'.,eping  with  the  gloomy  chJacter 
of  the  sun-ounding  scenery.  The  roof  of  bwk  had  long  sSce 
'  m'^  \"d,"l^gi«d  with  the  soil,  but  the  hugeloi  ^f  ptae 
which  had  been  hastily  thrown  together,  still  pme?vJd 
theh-  relative  posiUons,  though  one  angle  of  the  work  had 
given  way  under  pressure,  and  threatened  a  speedy  down- 
fall to  the  remainder  of  the  rustic  edifice.  While  Heywanl 
and  his  companions  hesitated  to  approach  a  buUdtog  of 
f«5"  ul?^!?  «PP«"ance,  Hawk-eye  and  the  Indians  en- 
terea  within  the  low  walls,  not  '>nly  without  fear,  but  ^S» 

^n^^^l'^'^'T'  *^",1  ^^  '°™«'-  '"^^y^^  the  ^tos.  ^S 
^IZ^}^  ^""^  externally,  with  the  curiosity  of  one  ^hose 
recollections  were  reviving  at  each  moment,  Chingachgook 

'^tiVj'^V';  *"  ''''  ^^^^ee  of  the  Delaw£7anS 
with  the  pride  of  a  conqueror,  the  brief  history  of  the 
skirmish  which  had  been  fought  in  his  youth  in  that  secluded 
spot.  A  str^  of  melancholy,  however,  blended  with  his 
triumph,  rendertog  his  voice,  as  usual,  soft  and  musical 
.>o  JJ  ♦  meantime  the  sisters  gladly  dismounted,  and  pre- 
pared  to  enjoy  their  halt  in  the  coolness  of  the  eventaT 
and  m  a  security  which  they  beUeved  nothing  but  the  bewU 
of  the  forest  could  iuvade. 

"  ^°!?^^  "ot  our  resting-place  have  been  more  retired 
my  worthy  friend."  demanded  the  more  vigUant  Du«^' 
perceiving  that  the  scout  had  already  flniihed  his  S 
survey,   'had  we  chosen  a  spot  less  known,  a^d  one  moJ^ 
rarely  visited  than  this  ?  " 

"Few  live  who  know  the  block-house  was  ever  raised  " 
was  the  slow  and  mushig  answer;  "'tis  not  often  that 
books  are  made,  and  narraUves  written  of  such  a  skrtomace 
as  was  here  font  atween  the  Mohicans  and  the  Sawk? 
in  a  war  of  then-  own  waging.  I  was  then  a  youX  aid 
HIh"  "^^  ^'  Delawares,  because  I  knowTthey  w^ 
a  scandalised  and  wronged  race.  Forty  days  and  forty  nlghS 
did  the  imps  crave  our  blood  aro-nd  this  pile  of  logs  wS 
I  designed  and  partly  reared,  being,  as  you'U  rem'elbeT 

waret  lent  themselves  to  the  work,  and  we  made  it  gwd. 
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ten  to  twenty,  untU  our  numbers  wtre  neariy  equal,  and 
then  we  saUled  out  upon  the  hounds,  and  not  a  man  of  them 
ever  got  back  to  tell  the  fate  of  als  party.  Yes,  yes  •  I 
was  then  young,  and  new  to  the  sight  of  blood,  and  not 
relishtag  the  thought  that  creatures  who  had  spIriU  like 
myself  should  lay  on  the  naked  ground,  to  be  torn  asunder 
by  beasts,  or  to  bleach  in  the  rahis,  I  buried  the  dead  with 
my  own  hands,  under  that  very  litUe  hiUock,  where 
you  have  placed  yourselves;  and  no  bad  seat  does  it 
make  either,  though  It  be  raised  by  the  bones  of  mortal 
men." 

Heyward  and  the  sisters  arose  on  the  histant  from  the 
grassy  sepulchre ;  nor  could  the  two  latter,  notwithstand- 
ing the  terrific  scenes  they  had  so  recenUy  passed  through, 
entfa-ely  suppress  an  emotion  of  natural  horror,  when  they 
found  themselves  to  such  famlUar  contact  with  the  grave 
of  the  dead  Mohawks.  The  grey  light,  the  gloomy  little 
area  of  dark  grass,  surrounded  by  its  border  of  brush,  be- 
yond which  the  pines  rose  In  breathless  sUence,  apparently, 
Into  the  very  clouds,  and  the  death-like  stillness  of  the  vast 

.!*4nr®^®  ^  *"  ""**°"  *°  deepen  such  a  sensation. 
They  are  gone,  and  they  are  harmless,"  continued 
Hawk-eye,  wavtag  his  hand,  with  a  melancholy  smOe,  at 
their  manifest  alann  ;  '-they'U  never  shout  the  war-whoop, 
nor  strike  a  blow  with  the  tomahawk,  again  I  And  of  all 
those  who  aided  in  placing  them  where  they  Ue,  Chingach- 
gook  and  I  only  are  living  I  The  brothers  and  famUy  of 
the  Mohican  formed  our  war  party,  and  you  see  before  you 
all  that  are  now  left  of  his  race." 

.  *?*,®?f''  °'  ^^^  listeners  tovoluntarily  sought  the  forms 
of  the  Indians,  with  a  compassionate  toterest  hi  theh-  deso- 

ate  fortune.  Their  dark  persons  were  still  to  be  seen  with- 
in the  shadows  of  the  block-house,  the  son  listening  to  the 
relation  of  his  father,  with  that  sort  of  hitenseness  which 
would  be  created  by  a  narrative,  that  redounded  so  much 
to  the  honour  of  those  whose  names  he  had  long  revered 
for  theh-  courage  and  savage  vh-tues. 

"  I  had  thought  the  Delawares  a  pacific  people,"  said 
Duncan,     and  that  they  never  waged  war  in  person  ;  trust- 

ou  dew  ?  ""**  °'  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^°  *^°^®  ^^^  Mohawks  that 

"  Tis  true.  In  part,"  returned  the  scout,  "  and  yet  at 

the  bottom  'tis,  a  wicked  lie.     Such  a  treaty  was  made  in 
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ages  gone  by,  through  the  devUtries  of  the  Dutchen,  who 
wished  to  disarm  the  natives  that  had  the  best  right  to  the 
country,  where  they  had  settled  themselves.  The  Mohicans, 
though  a  part  of  the  same  nation,  having  to  deal  with  the 
English,  never  entered  into  the  silly  bargain,  but  kept  to 
thehr  manhood ;  as  in  truth  did  the  Delawares,  wh?n  their 
eyes  were  open  to  theh:  folly.  You  see  before  you  a  chief 
of  the  great  Mohican  Sagamores  1  Once  his  famUy  could 
chase  their  deer  over  tracts  of  country  wider  than  that 
which  belongs  to  the  Albany  Patteroon,  without  crosshig 
brook  or  hill  that  was  not  theh-  own ;  but  what  is  left  to 
their  descendant  ?  He  may  find  his  six  feet  of  earth,  when 
God  chooses,  and  keep  it  in  peace,  perhaps,  if  he  has 
a  friend  who  will  take  the  pains  to  sbik  his  head  so  low 
that  the  ploughshares  cannot  reach  it  I " 

"  Enough  t  "  said  Heyward,  apprehensive  that  the  sub- 
ject might  lead  to  a  discussion  that  would  interrupt  the 
harmony,  so  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  his  fair  com- 
panions ;  "  we  have  journeyed  far,  and  few  among  us  are 
blest  with  forms  like  that  of  yours,  which  seems  to  know 
neither  fatigue  nor  weakness." 

"  The  sinews  and  bones  of  a  man  carry  me  through  it 
all,"  said  the  hunter,  surveying  his  muscular  limbs  with  a 
simplicity  that  betrayed  the  honest  pleasure  the  compli- 
ment afforded  him  ;  "  there  are  larger  and  heavier  men  to 
be  found  in  the  settlements,  but  you  might  travel  many 
days  in  a  city,  before  you  could  meet  one  able  to  walk 
fifty  miles  without  stopping  to  take  breath,  or  who  has  kept 
the  bounds  within  hearing  during  a  chase  of  hours.  How- 
ever, as  flesh  and  blood  are  not  always  the  same,  it  is  quite 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  gentle  ones  are  willing  to 
rest,  after  all  they  have  seen  and  done  this  day.  Uncas, 
clear  out  the  spring,  while  your  father  and  I  make  a  cover 
for  their  tender  heads  of  these  chestnut  shoots,  and  a  bed 
of  grass  and  leaves." 

The  dialogue  ceased,  while  the  hunter  and  his  com- 
panions busied  themselves  in  preparations  for  the  comfort 
and  protection  of  those  they  guided.  A  spring,  which  many 
long  years  before  had  Induced  the  natives  to  select  the  place 
for  their  temporary  fortification,  was  soon  cleared  of  leaves, 
and  a  fountain  of  crystal  gushed  from  the  bed,  diffusing 
its  waters  over  the  verdant  hillock.  A  comer  of  the  build- 
ing was  tjien  roofed,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  exclude  the 
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heavy  dew  of  the  dImaU,  and  pfles  ol  iweet  shrubg  and  dried 

While  the  diligent  wood«men  were  employed  In  this 
manner.  Cora  and  AUce  partook  of  that  ref^taient  which 
duty  requh^.  much  more  than  IncUnaUon  promnted  Thlm 

?lo„^.^?  their  thanksg.  .tag.  for  pa.t  mercies  «d  p^! 
tlontag  for  a  conUnuance  of  the  Dlvtae  favour  throuahout 
the  comtagjiight.  they  laid  their  tender  form.  w^tSfC 
grant  couch,  and  ta  q>Ite  of  recoUecUon.  and  for"bodInS 

demanded,  and  which  were  .weetened  by  hopes  for  the 

rr^H,  ?""'""  ^^  P^'P"^**  »>^«"  to  pasftoe  nigJt 
In  watchfulness,  near  them.  Just  without  theVuta  -but  the 
^ut,  perceiving  his  totention,  potated  towJSf  ChtagVch! 

"  The  eyes  of  a  white  man  are  too  heaw  and  t ««  hn«H 
reft^efS:^^^.'  TheMohicanSe'^i^-r; 

P  J4^»h:^U^^^^^^^  h^eTess-n'Jed'ofrfpl' 
than  you  who  did  more  credit  to  the  character  of  a  soldier 
Let^all  the  party  seek  their  rest.  then.  whUe  I  hiTtSi 

,  '*'  ".^^  ^°^  ®"°"8  *^®  ^^ite  tents  of  the  60th  and  in 
ftojt  of  an  enemy  like  the  French.  I  could  not  L^or^ 
better  watchman,"  returned  the  scout ;  "  but  fa  the  d^-k- 
n««  and  among  the  signs  of  the  wilderness,  your  Judgment 

a^  'do  tht'  '"Z  n*  '^''r^  y*^"^  ^ilanrro'wn 
In  Siety  "'         '  "''^  '^^  "^y^""'  ^*^P'  •»<!  sleep 

h.H*It^"'*u?*?^*''*'*'  ^  *™t^'  «»at  the  younger  Indian 
had  thrown  his  form  on  the  side  of  the  hiUock  while  thev 

Zt  ««oH  ?i  f  ^  T  ^'"  """S^^  *°  make  thtm^sfof  the 
Ume  aUotted  to  rest,  and  tb^  his  example  had  been  fol! 

with  the  fever  of  his  wound,  heightened,  as  it  was/by  their 
toilsome  march.    Unwilling  to  prolong  L  useless  dscLsfon 

?gJinsrt?e"?o^s'o^irHr  ^r^^'  ^^  Posting  h2:t?k 
against  the  logs  of  the  block-house  in  a  half  recumbent 

posture   though  resolutely  determtaed.  in  hTs  Jr  mtaS 

not  to  close  an  eye  untU  he  had  delivered  his  precio^  cCge 
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Into  the  arms  of  Munro  himself.  Hawk-eye,  believing  he 
had  prevailed,  soon  fell  asleep,  and  a  silence  as  deep  as  the 
solitude  in  whi<*b  they  had  found  it,  pervaded  the  retired 
spot 

For  many  minutes  Duncan  succeeded  in  keeping  hi» 
senses  on  the  alert,  and  alive  to  every  moaning  sound  that 
arose  from  the  forest.    His  vision  became  more  acute  aa 
the  shades  of  evening  seti!ed  on  the  place,  and  even  aftw 
the  stars  were  glimmering  above  his  head,  he  was  able  to 
distinguish  the  recumbent  forms  of  his  companions,  as  they 
lay  stretched  on  the  grass,  and  to  note  the  person  of  Chin- 
gachgook,  who  sat  upright  and  motionless  as  one  of  the 
trees,  which  formed  the  dark  barrier  on  every  aide  of  them. 
He  still  heard  the  gentle  breathings  of  the  sisters,  who  lay 
within  a  few  feet  of  him,  and  not  a  leaf  was  ruflled  by  the 
passing  air,  of  which  his  ear  did  not  detect  the  whispering 
sound.    At  length,  however,  the  mournful  notes  of  a  whip- 
poor-will   became  blended  with  the  moanings  of  an  owl ; 
his  heavy  eyes  occasionally  sought  the  bright  rays  of  the 
stars,  and  then  he  fancied  he  saw  them  through  the  fallen 
lids.    At  instants  of  momentary  wakefulness,  he  mistook  • 
brush  for  his  associate  sentinel ;  bis  head  next  sunk  upon 
his  shoulder,  which,  in  its  turn,  sought  the  suj^ort  of  the 
ground ;  and  Anally  his  whole  person  became  relaxed  and 
pliant,  and  the  young  man  sunk  into  a  deep  sleep,  dream- 
ing that  he  was  a  knight  of  ancient  chivalry,  holding  his 
midnight  vigils  before  the  tent  of  a  recaptured  princess* 
whose  favour  he  did  not  despair  of  gaining  ^<y  such  a  proof 
of  devotion  and  watchfulness. 

How  long  the  tired  Duncan  lay  in  this  insensible  state 
he  never  knew  himself,  but  his  slumbering  visions  had  been 
long  lost  in  total  forgetfulncss,  when  he  was  awakened  by 
a  light  tap  on  the  shoulder.  Aroused  by  this  signal,  slight 
as  it  was,  he  sprang  upon  his  feet  with  a  confused  recollec- 
tion of  the  self-imposed  duly  he  had  assumed  with  the  com- 
mencement of  the  night — 

"  "Who  comes  ?  "  he  demanded,  feeling  for  his  sword,  at 
the  place  where  it  was  usually  suspended.  "  Speak  1— *• 
friend  or  enemy  ?  " 

"  Friend,"  replied  the  low  voice  of  Chingachgook ;  who, 
pofaitbig  upward  at  the  luminary  v/hich  was  shedding  ita 
mild  light  through  the  opening  in  the  trees,  directly  on 
their  bivouac,  immediately  added,  in  his  rude  English, 
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••  moon  comes,  and  white  man's  tort  tar—tu  off :  time  to 

move  when  sleep  shuts  both  eyes  of  the  Frenchiwl  •• 

"  wl^  \Ti  ^^"^  *''*?.  "o^F^nlon*  'or  the  march." 
We  are  awake,  Duncan,"  said  the  soft  silvarv  tani» 
of  Alice.  wltWn  the  buUdtog.  "and  «a?y  o  tS^*??^ 
fast,  aftw  so  refreshing  a  sleep;  but  you  Lavrwatdild 
through  the  tedious  night,  on  our  behaW.  aft,*  Uvtog  en- 
dured so  much  faUgue  the  Uve-long  day." 

"  t^Y'  "*?*'•  '  ^°"*'*  '^*^«  watched,  but  my  treacherous 

2e^™s?7Jea?"'  '""'""  **'^*  '  ^^^'^  myseSTSX^oJ 

AH.'l^r^'i^T"''  **v"y  "  °°''"  taterrupted  the  smiling 

«!♦  '^^^J"*  '""*  .***•  »^^^°^»  °'  *»»«  ^"Mding  into  th? 

h??nt°    *5',r°"'  *°  ^  '^«  loveliness  of  her  freshened 

ttTnhJj  of  *'"°''  ^°"  '°  *^*  »  ^^^''^^^  <>»••  when  self  is 
the  object  of  your  care,  and  but  too  vigilant  in  favour  of 

fl!Si*?K.  ?  "**  "°*  1"^  ^^'''  »  "ttle  longer,  while  you 
?;?«  nnH^/l^^M!"^'  Cheerfully,  most  che;rfully,  l^ 
Cora  and  I  keep  the  vigUs,  while  'n„,  and  aU  these  brave 
men,  endeavour  to  snatch  a  little  ;  e.  p." 

„  JJ.^i«''""®  ''°"*'*  ?"*  ™®  °'  "*y  <to)wstaess,  I  should 
never  dose  an  eye  again,"  said  the  uneasy  youth  gazing  at 
the  ingenuous  countenance  of  Alice,  where,  however  in  its 
sweet  solicitude,  he  read  nothing'  to  co'rSTs  Sa^f! 
awakened  suspicion.  ••  It  is  but  too  true,  that  after  lead- 
tog  you  into  uanger  by  my  heedlessness,  I  have  not  even 
loldk^"  guarding  your  piUows  as  should  become  a 

••  No  one  but  Duncan  himself  should  accuse  Duncan  of 
such  weakness  I "  returned  the  confidiug  Alice,  who  lent 
herseW,  with  all  a  woman's  confidence,  to  that  generous 
ddusxon  Which  painted  the  perfection  o'f  her  youthf^  aS! 
mirer.  Go,  then,  and  sleep  ;  believe  me,  neither  of  us 
weak  girls  as  we  are,  will  betray  our  watch  " 

The  young  man  was  delivered  from  the  Awkwardness  of 
makmg  any  further  protestaUons  of  his  own  demerits  bv 
an  exdamaUon  from  Chtagachgook,  and  the  atUtude  of 
riveted  attenUon  assumed  by  hh  son.  a^^w^ie  of 

"  The  Mohicans  hear  an  enemy  I  "  whispered  Hawk-eve 
vrho  by  this  Ume,  In  common  with  the  Se  paJS^  Ja' 
jw^e  .md  sthrring.     "They  scent  some  danj^'£  ^^' 
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*'  God  forbid  I  "  exclaimed  Hey  ward.  "  Surely  we  have 
had  enough  of  bloodshed  7  "  • 

While  he  spoke,  however,  the  young  soldier  seized  hit 
rifle,  and  advancing  towards  the  front,  prepared  to  atone 
for  his  venial  remissness,  by  freely  exposing  his  life  in  de- 
fence of  those  he  attended. 

"  'Tis  some  creature  of  the  forest  prowling  around  us 
in  quest  of  food  I "  he  said,  in  a  whisper,  as  soon  as  the 
low,  and  apparently  distant,  sounds,  which  had  startled 
the  Mohicans,  reached  his  own  ears. 

"Hist!"  retiuned  the  attenUve  scout;  "'tis  man; 
even  I  can  now  tell  his  tread,  poor  as  my  senses  are,  wlien 
compared  to  an  Indian's  I  That  scampering  Huron  has 
fallen  in  with  one  of  Montcalm's  outlying  parties,  and  they 
have  struck  upon  our  trail.  I  shouldn't  like  myself  to  spill 
more  human  blood  in  this  spot,"  he  added,  looking  around 
with  anxiety  in  his  features,  at  the  dim  objects  by  which 
he  was  surrounded.  "  But  what  must  be,  must  I  Lead  the 
horses  into  the  block-house,  Uncas ;  and  friends,  do  you 
follow  to  the  same  shelter.  Poor  and  old  as  it  is,  it  oilers 
a  cover,  and  has  rung  with  the  crack  of  a  rifle  afore  to- 
night i " 

He  was  Instantly  obeyed,  the  Mohicans  leading  the 
Narragansets  within  the  ruin,  whither  the  whole  party  re- 
paired, with  the  most  guarded  sUence. 

The  sounds  of  approaching  footsteps  were  now  too  dis- 
tinctly audible,  to  leave  any  doubts  as  to  tlie  nature  of  the 
interruption.  They  were  soon  mingled  with  voices  caUing 
to  each  other,  in  an  Indian  dialect,  which  the  hunter,  tn  a 
whisper,  afTirmed  to  Heyward  was  the  language  of  the 
Hurons.  When  the  party  reached  the  point  where  the 
horses  had  entered  the  thicket  which  surrounded  the  block- 
house, they  were  evidently  at  fault,  having  lost  those  marks 
which,  until  that  moment,  had  dhrected  thehr  pursuit. 

It  would  seem  by  the  voices  that  twenty  men  were  soon 
collected  at  that  one  spot,  mingling  their  diilerent  opinions 
and  advice  in  noisy  clamour. 

"  The  knaves  know  our  weakness,"  whkpered  Hawk- 
eye,  who  stood  by  the  side  of  Heyward,  in  deep  shade, 
looking  through  an  opening  in  the  logs,  "  or  they  woaldn't 
indulge  their  idleness  in  such  a  squaw's  march.  Listen  to 
the  reptUes  I  each  man  among  them  seems  to  have  two 
tongues,  and  but  a  single  leg  I  ", 


.in 
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i*?ch  h^-.i"  •y"  ">»»  ">•  »"«w  opening,  u,S 

D^Ld   fhTSil*    •'^^  *°''  ''*"•     Fortunately  for  the 

biVSTn  P^^^V"*"*" ;  'or  «,  short  and  wdScn  had 
l)«en  the  passage  from  the  faint  path  the  traveller,  hfn 
Iwnieyed  Into  the  thicket,  that  e?ciy  traL  of  ttliTfift 
•mjwa.  loet  to  the  obscurity  of  th.^,^^  ^  ''^'" 

werf  hl^^T  !?»8\Jowever,  before  the  restless  savage. 
wew  heard  beaUng  the  brush,  and  gradually  aooroachSI 

us  fire  on  their  approach  1 "  —  ««•  logs ,     lei 

'*  Keep  everything  in  the  shade,"  returned  the  sconf  • 
•f^'.TJ^^«  °'  •  "*"*•  «^  «^*"  t"^*  «nell  oTa  single  Sel 
i  .  i^;  sZ'.7r?  '''^"^  the  hungiy  varlets  uporns 
Sp  fi^  .  ,  .  "***  **  P^®"**  ^o<*  that  we  must  give  batOe 
JSv?i  S?"'  *"*'  ^  ^  experience  of  men  who  know  tS  J 

th.t'^SSIJp^KH  ^^7"  anxiously  behind  him,  and  saw 
!rf^l!^  ^f  **""«  "^^«"  ^«"  cowering  to  the  far  coracT 
^the  buUdhig  whUe  the  Mohicans  sti^  in  4eXd™w 
ttj  two  upright  posts,  ready,  and  apparenUy  wim„TJ^' 

S^r^*"  *^'."r  *°"**»  »>•  needT  Curbl^Lf'i,i! 
patienee,  he  again  looked  out  upon  the  area  and  .«liSi 
tfce  mult  in  sUence.  At  that  listant  thT^'l^  Jne  " ? 
J«d  •  taU  and  anned  Huron  advanced  a  few  ^aS'S 
the  open  space.  As  he  gazed  upon  the  silent  block^o^  tot 
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moon  fflO  fun  upon  hit  iwarthy  eountcnaneo,  and  betrayed 
lU  snrpriM  and  curiosity.  Ho  made  the  exdamation 
which  oraally  accompanies  the  former  emotion  hi  an  Indian, 
and  calling  in  a  low  voice,  toon  drew  a  companion  to  his 
side. 

These  chfldren  of  the  woods  stood  together  for  several 
moments,  pointing  at  the  crumbling  edifice,  and  conversing 
in  the  uninteUlgible  language  of  their  tribe.  They  then 
approached,  though  with  slow  and  cautious  steps,  pausing 
every  instant  to  loolc  at  the  buUdlng,  like  starUed  deer, 
whose  curiosity  strug^ed  powerfully  with  their  awakened 
apprehensions  for  the  mastery.  The  foot  of  one  of  them 
suddenly  rested  oa  the  mound,  and  he  stooped  to  examine 
Its  nature.  At  this  moment,  Heyward  observed  that  the 
scout  loosened  his  knife  in  its  sheath,  and  lowered  the 
muzzle  of  his  rifle.  Imitating  these  movements,  the  young 
man  prepared  himself  for  the  struggle,  which  now  seemed 
inevitable. 

The  savages  were  so  near  that  the  least  motion  in  one 
of  the  horses,  or  even  a  breath  louder  than  common,  would 
have  betrayed  the  fugitives.  But,  In  discovering  the  char- 
acter of  the  mound,  the  attention  of  the  Hurons  appeared 
directed  to  a  diHerent  object  They  spoke  together,  and 
the  sounds  of  their  voices  were  low  and  solemn,  as  if  in- 
fluenced by  a  reverence  that  was  deeply  blended  with  awe. 
They  then  drew  warily  back,  keeping  their  eyes  riveted  on 
the  ruin,  as  if  they  expected  to  see  the  apparitions  of  the 
dead  issue  from  iU  silent  waUs,  until  having  reached  the 
boundary  of  the  area,  they  moved  slowly  Into  the  thicket, 
and  disappeared. 

Hawk-eye  dropped  the  breach  of  his  rifle  to  the  earth, 
and  drawing  a  long,  free  breath,  exdalmed,  in  an  audible 
whisper — 

"  Ay  1  they  respect  the  dead,  and  it  has  this  tfane  saved 
their  own  Uves,  and,  it  may  be,  the  Uves  of  better  men  tool " 

Heyward  lent  his  attention,  for  a  single  moment,  to  his 
companion,  but,  without  replying,  he  again  turned  towards 
those  who  Just  then  Interested  him  more.  He  heard  the 
two  Hurons  leave  the  bushes,  and  It  was  soon  plain  that 
an  the  pursuers  were  gathered  about  them.  In  deep  atten- 
tion  to  their  report  After  a  few  minutes  of  earnest  and 
solemn  dialogue,  altogether  different  from  the  noisy  clamour 
with  which  they  had  first  coUected  about  the  spot,  the 
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IT^ff*!  '!?**^'  """^  "*'"  ^t*«»'»  «nd  flnaUy  were, 
lost  In  the  depUu  of  the  forest  -u-ujr  were. 

Hawk-eye  waited  untU  a  signal  from  the  Ustenina  Chin, 
ga^gook  auured  him  that  every  sound  from  St^S^J 
party  was  completely  swallowed  by  the  distance  whenhf 
moUoned  to  Heyward  to  lead  forth  the  w*!i  olfn  v! 
•Mist  the  sisters  toto  their  saddlS^T^e  iiS'tS'^JJ 
done,  they  Issued  through  the  broken  gateway"  and  st^^! 
SSSJl^'^/^i.^'*^"?"  °PP°^*«  *«  the  onely^SS,  tofy 
JSi^^t  ♦h?^  V^^  *^'  'P^*'  *^«  »^'*"  <4ting7urUve 
^^.i  S®  *"®°*  8^*^«  *°^  crumbling  ruin,  as  they  left 
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nnt?T«''«  5*  "PW  movement  from  the  block-house,  and 

SSSin?.  P"Jy  ""^  ?**P^y  ^^^^^'^  »°  the  forest,  eadi T 
dividual  was  too  much  interested  in  their  escape  to  hwafd 
a  word  even  In  whispers.  The  scout  resumed  h£  post  iJfSe 
advance  though  his  steps,  after  he  had  thrown  a  safe  dls 
tance  between  himself  and  his  enemies,  were  Z?e  deliberate 
than  in  their  previous  march.  In  consequence  of  h  f  utteJ 
Ipiorance  of  the  locaUUes  of  the  surroundtag  woods  Moro 
than  once  he  halted  to  consult  with  his  confeS^ies  the 
Mohicans  pototing  upwards  at  the  moon,  and  exanSSi  the 
barks  of  the  trees  with  extraordinary  c;re.  InT^brie? 
S^:T^"?r"**  *"*  ^"^  '^^^^'^  "stened.  with  senses  ren- 

wh'S^^l^Kf'"^*'^'^**' ***"««'•*«  detect  any  s:^i;tom; 
which  might  announce  the  proxhnity  of  their  foes    At  wu^h 

moments  it  seemed  as  If  a  vast  rangVof  Toun^fay'^b^el 
In  eternal  sleep ;  not  the  least  sound  arlstag  frS  Se  fo^t 
unless  It  was  the  distant  and  scarcely  audSj^pplLg  of  a' 
water-cour«^  BIrds.beasts.andman  appeared  to  dSnbe? 
aUke,  If.  Indeed,  any  of  the  latter  were  to  be  fo«Jd  to?hat 
wide  tract  of  wilderness.    But  the  sounds  of  tte  rivulet 


i 
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feeble  and  murmuring  as  they  were,  reUeved  the  guides  at 
once  from  no  trifling  embarrassment,  and  towards  it  they 
immediately  held  their  sUent  and  diligent  way. 

When  the  banks  of  the  UtUe  stream  were  gained.  Hawk- 
eye  ntade  another  halt ;  and,  taking  the  moccashis  from  his 
feet,  he  invited  Heyward  and  Gamut  to  foUow  his  example. 
He  then  entered  the  water,  and  for  near  an  hour  they 
traveUed  fa  the  bed  of  the  brook,  leavtog  no  dangerous  trail 
The  moon  had  afready  sunk  toto  an  hnmense  pUe  of  black 
clouds,  which  lay  impendtag  above  the  western  horizon, 
when  they  issued  from  the  low  and  devious  water-course,  to 
rise  agafa  to  the  light  and  level  of  the  sandy  but  wooded 
plain.   Here  the  scout  seemed  to  be  once  more  at  home,  for 
he  held  on  his  way  with  the  certatoty  and  diUgence  of  a  man 
who  moved  fa  the  security  of  his  own  knowledge.   The  path 
soon  became  more  uneven,  and  the  traveUers  could  plainly 
per^lve  that  the  moimtains  drew  nigher  to  them  on  each 
hand,  and  that  they  were,  fa  truth,  about  entering  one  of 
the  wildest  gorges.   Suddenly  Hawk-eye  made  a  pause,  and, 
waitfag  until  he  was  jofaed  by  the  whole  party,  he  spoke 
though  fa  tones  so  low  and  cauUous  that  they  added  to  the 
solemnity  of  his  words,  fa  the  quiet  and  darkness  of  the 
place. 

"  It  is  easy  to  know  the  path-ways,  and  to  find  the  Ucks 
and  water-courses  of  the  wilderness,"  he  said ;  "  but  who 
that  saw  this  spot  could  venture  to  say  that  a  mighty  army 
was  at  rest  among  yonder  sUent  trees  and  barren  moun- 
tafas  7 

Ho«l^*.  "^^*?f°  **  "°  8reat  distance  from  William 
Henry  I  said  Heyward,  advancfag  with  faterest,  nigher 
to  the  scout.  •"B"« 

"It  Is  yet  a  long  and  weary  path,"  was  the  answer, "  and 

when  and  where  to  strike  It  is  now  our  greatest  difficulty. 

I®'    "«  *^<*'  pointing  through  the  trees  towards  a  spot 

».  !«ii*  !?®,***fi°.°'  ''*^*''  reflected  the  bright  stars  from 
its  stlU  and  pUcid  bosom,  "  here  Is  the  '  bloody  pond.'  and 
I  am  on  ^und  that  I  have  not  only  often  traveUed,  but 

tltuZ^^  I  "         ^°"'*  ^^"^  *°*™^  ^"^  ""*  ^^'^  *°  ^^ 

^^ui^VSlu  ?®^*  °'  ^""  *"**  *^«*^  ^t«'  «»en.  i»  the 
sepulchre  of  the  brave  men  who  feU  fa  the  contest  I    I  have 
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••  Three^atOes  did  we  make  with  the  Dutch  Frenchman 
In  a  day  I ''  conttaned  Hawk-eye,  punulng  the  Sdn ThS 

He  met  us  hard  by.  In  our  outward  march  to  ambush  his 

fJlS^^f!^\'^^^Vi  "''  "^  **^«»  *»««''  through  5S 
deUe  to  the  shores  of  Horican.  Then  we  rallied  bchtad  our 
lailen  trees,  and  made  head  agahist  hfai,  under  Sir  Wffliam 
-who  was  made  Sir  Wffliam  lor  that  very  deed-and  wS 
^^J!lPt^^^*^f^^^fP^^ot  the  morning  I  HundrSs 

!L^'??*°."''  ""•  ""  *^**  **«y  'o'  «»•  *«t  thne  I  and 
even  their  leader,  Dieskau  himself,  feU  hito  our  hands,  so  cut 
and  tMn  with  the  lead,  that  he  has  gone  back  to  Ws  o™ 
country  unfit  for  further  acts  In  war."  «>  nis  own 

hJ'lTTf  "  "J^I'.^P'?'*  '  "  «»<^ai™ed  Heyward.  in  the 

SSv^i  ^  ^°"?J"*  "'*°"' '  "  ^^  '«"»•  o'  it  reached  us 
early  In  our  southern  army." 

E'^n^li  *!!J*iJ  ^w.m  *  *"'*  ****^*'  ^  ^"  »«»t  by  Major 
f  j;?h      '/*  ^^  Wffllam's  own  bidding,  to  outHank  the 

i^uh  W'^  ""•  ^^^  °'  *b«*'  disaster  across  the 
portoge,  to  the  fort  on  the  Hudson.    Just  here  away  where 

coming  down  to  our  aid,  and  I  led  them  where  the  eScmy 

jr>,f?it^K?'^  "'^'  ^^^^  dreaming  that  they  had  not 
finished  the  bloody  work  of  the  day.",  j      u  uui 

"  And  you  surprised  them  ?  " 
•ff «  ^K?**^  can  be  a  surprise  to  men  who  are  thinking  only 
mtS  S!  S;? "^T  °'  ^""^  *PP*"^*^»  '  ''^  save  them  but 
tt«  flS^^n?iK^  """'Z^'  *^"y  *»^d  »^°™«  b^d  upon  us  in 
whn  i?i  ♦*?•  morning,  and  there  were  few  hi  our  party 
who  had  not  lost  friend  or  relative  by  thefa-  hands.  meJ 
an  was  over,  the  dead,  and  some  say  the  dying  were  cwt 
tato  that  mue  pond.     These  eye.  have  see/'lU^atSs 

si^re^  s  r?^.^^^"*^  "*^  ^^^^'  '^'  ^-«^^- 

Brave  toTK^iSJilTv"*'  J"**'  '  ^»*'  ^  P~^«  «  P««ceful, 

«f  miml"  "^'J  **»« 'CO"*,  erecting  his  tafl  person  with  an  air 

SfiiT^K^*?  P'^**f '     ^^'^'•*  ««  °°t  »«»y  echoes  among  thew 
hffls  that  haven't  rung  with  the  crack  of  my  rifleX  b  theJJ 

^X^  ?l"  '^."T  *'^^*  *'^*  "'»'*<»»  ^d  the  river  thS 
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.*  . "  ^  ?'  ****  ^*^^*  ****"'  ****"8  ■■  <I^«t «»  yw*  menUoD^ 
It  is  another  matter.  There  are  them  In  the  camp  who  say 
and  think,  man,  to  Ue  still,  should  not  be  buried  whUe  the 
breath  is  hi  the  body ;  and  certato  it  is  that  in  the  hurry 
of  that  eventag  the  doctors  bad  but  litUe  thne  to  say  who 
was  Uvtaig  and  who  was  dead.  Hist!  see  you  nothing  now 
walking  on  the  shore  ot  the  pond  1" 

"  'TIS  not  probable  that  any  are  as  houseless  as  our- 
selves in  this  dreary  forest." 

"  Such  as  he  may  care  but  UtUe  for  house  or  shelter,  and 

V  »V  *^  "*^"  ^®*  ■  **°**y  **>«*  P"s«s  its  days  hi  the 
water  I  '  returned  the  scout,  grasping  the  shoulder  of  Hey- 
ward  with  such  convulsive  strength  as  to  make  the  young 
soldier  pahif  ully  sensible  how  much  supersUtious  terror  had 
gotten  the  mastery  of  a  man  who  was  usually  so  dauntless. 
"  By  Heaven !  there  is  a  human  form,  and  it  ap- 
proaches I  Stand  to  your  aims,  my  friends,  ft>r  we  know 
not  whom  we  encounter." 

'*  Qui  Vive  ?  "  demanded  a  stem  and  deep  voice,  which 
sounded  Uke  a  challenge  from  another  world,  issuing  out  of 
that  solitary  and  solemn  place. 

"What  says  it?"  whispered  the  scout;  "it  speak* 
neither  Indian  nor  En^h  I  " 

^"QuI  Vive?"  repeated  the  same  voice,  which  was 
quickly  foUowcd  by  the  rattling  of  arms  and  a  menacing 

"  France,"  cried  Heyward,  advancing  fh)m  the  shadow 
<tf  the  trees  to  the  shore  of  the  pond,  wlthfai  a  few  yards  of 
the  sentinel. 

"lyoj  venei-vous  — oA  allez-vous  d'aussi  bonne 
heure  r  demanded  the  grenadier,  in  the  language  and 
with  the  accent  of  a  man  from  old  France. 

*?  Je  viens  de  la  d^couverte,  et  Je  vais  me  eoucher." 

"  Etes-vous  ofBcIer  du  roi  ?  " 

1?*/^  ?°^^'  ™°"  ««marade ;  me  prends-tu  pour  on 
provtaclall  Je  suts  capllatae  de  chasseurs  (Heyward  wen 
knew  that  the  other  was  of  a  reghnent  hi  tiie  line)— i'ai  icl» 
avec  moi,  les  mies  du  commandant  de  la  ftortlflcaUon.   Aha  t 

i-n.Jl!l^**??",P"*"  '  ^*  ***  **  '«^*  Prisonnl&es  prds  de 
I  au^  fort,  et  Je  les  conduit  au  g6n«ral." 

"  Ma  foi  I  mesdames ;  J'en  suls  fach6  pour  voui,"  ex. 

dataied  the  young  solider,  touching  his  cap  with  studious 

poUteness,  and  no  UlUe  grace ;  "  maI*-lortune  de  guerre  I 
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vous  trouverez  notre  g^n^ral  un  brave  homme,  et  bicn  poll 
«vec  les  dames." 

"  C'est  le  caractire  des  gens  de  guerre,"  said  Cora,  with 
admirable  self-possession;  "Adieu,  mon  ami;  je  vous 
souhaiterais  un  devoir  plus  agriable  &  remplir." 

The  soUder  made  a  low  and  humble  acknowledgment  for 
her  dvIUty ;  and  Heyward  adding,  "  k  bonne  nuit,  mon 
«amarade,"  they  moved  deliberately  forward,  leaving  the 
sentinel  pacing  along  the  banks  of  the  silent  pond,  Uttle 
suspecting  an  enemy  of  so  much  effrontery,  and  humming 
to  himself  those  words  which  were  recalled  to  his  mind  by 
the  sight  of  women,  and  periiaps  by  the  recollections  of  his 
own  distant  and  beautiful  France— 


"  Vive  le  Tin,  vin  r»mour,"  etc.,  eto. 


« $•] 


Tls  wen  you  understood  the  knave,"  whispered  the 
«:out,  when  they  had  gained  a  litUe  distance  from  the  place 
and  letting  his  rifle  faU  into  the  hollow  of  his  arm  again ; 
"  I  soon  saw  that  he  was  one  of  them  uneasy  Frenchers,  and 
well  for  him  it  wn  ?,  that  his  speech  was  friendly,  and  his 
wishes  kind,  or  a  place  might  have  been  found  for  his  bones 
amongst  those  of  his  countrymen." 

He  was  interrupted  by  a  long  and  heavy  groan,  which 
arose  from  the  UtUe  basin,  as  though  in  truth  the  spirits  of 
the  departed  lingered  about  their  watery  sepulchre. 


"  Surely  it  was  of  flesh  I  "  continued  the  scout, 
rit  could  handle  Its  arms  en  efaa«i<iv  i  " 


« 


no 


spirit  could  handle  its  arms  so  steadily  I 

"  It  was  of  flesh,  but  whether  the  poor  fellow  still  be- 
longs to  this  worid  may  weU  be  doubted,"  said  Heyward 
glancing  his  eyes  quickly  around  him,  and  misshig  Chingach - 
gook  from  their  UtUe  band.— Another  groan,  more  fatat  than 
the  former,  was  succeeded  by  a  heavy  and  suUen  plunge  mto 
the  water,  and  all  was  still  again,  as  if  the  borders  of  the 
dreary  pool  had  never  been  awakened  from  the  sUence  of 
creation.    \VhUe  they  yet  hesitated  in  an  uncertainty  that 
each  moment  served  to  render  more  pahiful,  the  form  of  the 
Indian  was  seen  gUding  out  of  the  thicket,  and  rejoined 
them,  while  with  one  hand  he  attached  the  reeUng  scalp 
of  the  unfortunate  young  Frenchman  to  his  girdle,  and  with 
the  other  he  replaced  the  knife  and  tomahawk  that  had 
drunk  his  blood.    He  then  took  his  wonted  staUon,  a  Uttle 
on  one  flank,  with  the  satisfled  air  of  a  man  who  believed 
he  had  done  a  deed  of  merit. 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS  149 

The  scout  dropped  one  end  of  his  rifle  to  the  earth,  and 
leaning  his  hands  on  the  other,  he  stood  musing  a  moment 
in  profound  silence.  Then,  shaldng  his  head  in  a  mournful 
manner,  he  muttered — 

"  'Twould  have  been  a  cruel  and  an  tahuman  act  for  a 
white-skin ;  but  'tis  the  gift  and  natur*  of  an  Indian,  and 
I  suppose  it  should  not  be  denied  I    I  could  wish,  though 
it  had  befaUen  an  accursed  Mtogo  rather  than  that  cay 
young  boy  from  the  old  countries  I  " 

"  Enough  I "  said  Heyward,  apprehensive  the  uncon- 
scious sisters  might  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  detention 
and  conquering  his  disgust  by  a  train  of  reflections  very 
much  like  that  of  the  hunter ;  "  'Us  done,  and  though  better 
it  were  left  undone,  cannot  be  amended.  You  see  we  are,  too 
obviously,  within  the  sentfaiels  of  the  enemy ;  what  course 
do  you  propose  to  follow  ?  " 

•'  Yes,"  said  Hawk-eye,  rousfaig  hhnsdf  agato,  "  'tis  as 
you  say,  too  late  to  harbour  further  thoughts  about  it  I 
Aye,  the  French  have  gathered  around  the  fort  in  good 
earnest,  and  we  have  a  deUcate  needle  to  thread  hi  passina 
them."  *         ° 

"  And  but  li|Ue  time  to  do  it  In,"  added  Heyward, 
glancing  his  eyes  upward,  towards  the  bank  of  vapour  that 
concealed  the  setting  moon. 

"  And  little  time  to  do  It  in,"  repeated  the  scout.  "  The 
thmg  might  be  done  in  two  fashions,  by  the  help  of  Provi- 
dence, without  which  it  may  not  be  done  at  all  I  " 

"  Name  them  quickly,  for  thne  presses." 

"  One  would  be  to  dismount  the  genUe  ones,  and  let 
their  beasts  range  the  plain ;  by  sending  the  Mohicans  in 
front,  we  might  then  cut  a  lane  through  their  sentries,  and 
enter  the  fort  over  the  dead  bodies." 

"  It  will  not  do— it  wiU  not  do  I "  interrupted  the 
generous  Heyward ;  "  a  soldier  might  force  his  way  in  this 
manner,  but  never  with  such  a  convoy." 

"  'Twould  be,  Indeed,  a  bloody  path  for  such  tender  feet 
to  wade  to  I  "  returned  the  equaUy  reluctant  scout ;  "  but 
I  thought  It  befltthig  my  manhood  to  name  the  thhig  We 
must  then  turn  on  our  trail,  and  get  without  the  Une  of  their 
look-ouU,  when  we  will  bend  short  to  the  west,  and  enter 
the  mountafais,  where  I  can  hide  you,  so  that  aU  the  devU'i 
hounds  to  Montcahn's  pay  would  be  thrown  off  the  scent  for 
mon^!ls  to  come,"i 
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"  Let  it  be  done,"  returned  the  ImpaUent  youna  man. 
"  and  that  instanUy."  *-»•«"•, 

Further  words  were  unnecessary ;  for  Hawk-eye,  merely 

uttering  the  mandate  to  "  foUow,"  moved  along  the  route 

by  which  they  had  Just  entered  their  present  critical  and 

even  dangerous  situation.    Theb:  progress,  lilce  their  late 

dialogue,  was  guarded  and  without  noise ;  for  none  knew 

at  what  moment  a  passing  patrol,  or  a  crouching  liquet,  of 

the  enemy  might  rise  upon  their  path.    As  they  held  their 

silent  way  along  the  margin  of  the  pond,  again  Heyward  and 

the  aoottt  stole  furUve  glances  at  iU  appalUng  dreariness. 

They  looked  in  vain  for  the  form  they  had  so  recoitly  seen 

staUdng  along  its  sUent  shores,  while  a  low  and  regular  wash 

of  the  litUe  waves,  by  announdng  that  the  waters  were  not 

yet  subsided,  furnished  a  frightful  memorial  of  the  deed  of 

blood  they  had  Just  witnessed.    Like  aU  that  passbig  and 

gloomy  scene,  the  low  basin,  however,  quickly  melted  in  the 

darkness,  and  became  blended  with  the  mau  of  black 

objectt  Ui  the  rear  of  the  acUve  traveUers. 

Haw]c-«ytt  soon  deviated  from  the  line  of  their  retreat 
and,  striking  off  towards  the  mountains  which  form  the 
western  boundary  of  the  narrow  plain,  he  led  his  foUowers 
with  swift  steps,  deep  witWn  the  dense  shadow*  that  were 
cast  from  their  high  and  broken  summits.    Their  route  was 
now  painful ;   lying  over  ground  ragged  with  rocks,  and 
Intersected  with  ravines,  and  their  progress  proportionately 
slow.    Bleak  and  black  hiUs  lay  on  every  side  of  them,  com- 
pensattag,  in  some  degree,  for  the  additional  toll  of  the 
march,  by  the  sense  of  security  they  hnparted.    At  length 
the  party  began  slowly  to  rise  a  steep  and  rugged  ascent  by 
a  path  that  curiously  wound  among  rocks  and  trees,  avoid- 
uJll  ?°®'  *"**  supported  by  the  other,  in  a  manner  that 
showed  It  had  been  devised  by  mm  long  practised  in  the 
arts  of  the  wilderness.   As  they  gradually  rose  from  the  level 
of  the  vaUeys,  the  thick  darkness  which  usually  precedes  the 
^proach  of  day  began  to  disperse,  and  obJecU  were  seen  in 
the  plain  and  palpable  colours  with  which  they  had  been 
gifted  by  nature    When  they  Issued  from  the  sUnted  woods 
which  clung  to  the  barren  sides  of  the  mountain,  upon  a  flat 
and  mossy  rock,  that  fonned  IU  summit,  they  met  the 
■Mmlnft  as  It  came  blushtaig  above  the  green  ptaies  of  a 
UU.  that  h^y  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  of  the 
Horican,  ' 
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The  scont  how  tdd  the  sisters  to  dismount,  and,  taldng 
the  bridles  from  the  mouths,  and  the  saddles  off  the  backs 
of  the  Jaded  beasts,  he  turned  them  loose  to  ^ean  a  scanty 
subsistence  among  the  shrubs  and  meagre  herbage  of  that 
elevated  region. 

"  Go,"  he  said,  "  and  seek  your  food  where  natur  gives 
It  yon ;  and  beware  that  you  become  not  food  to  ravenous 
wolves  yourselves  among  these  hills." 

"Have  we  no  further  need  of  them?"  demanded 
Hejrward. 

"  See  and  Judge  with  your  own  eyes,"  said  the  scout,  ad- 
vancing towards  the  eastern  brow  of  the  mountain,  whither 
he  beckoned  for  the  whole  party  to  follow.  "  If  it  was  as 
easy  to  look  into  the  heart  of  man  as  it  is  to  spy  out  the 
nakedness  of  Montcalm's  camp  from  this  spot,  hypocrites 
would  grow  scarce,  and  the  cunning  of  a  Mingo  might  prove 
a  loshig  game,  compared  to  the  honesty  of  a  Delaware." 

When  the  travellers  had  reached  the  verge  of  the  preci- 
pice, they  saw,  at  a  glance,  the  truth  of  the  scout's  declara- 
tion, and  the  admirable  foresight  with  which  he  had  led 
them  to  their  commanding  station. 

The  mountain  on  which  they  stood,  elevated  perhaps  a 
thousand  feet  in  the  air,  was  a  high  cone,  that  rose  a  little 
in  advance  of  that  range  which  reached  for  miles  along  the 
western  shores  of  the  lake,  until,  meeting  its  sister  piles 
beyond  the  water,  it  ran  oft  far  towards  the  Canadas,  in  con- 
fused and  broken  masses  of  rock,  which  were  thinly  sprinkled 
with  evergreens.  Immediately  at  the  feet  of  the  party,  the 
southern  shore  of  the  Horican  swept  in  a  broad  semicircle, 
from  mountain  to  mountain,  marking  a  wide  strand,  that 
soon  rose  into  an  uneven  and  somewhat  elevated  plain.  To 
the  north  stretched  the  limpid,  and,  as  it  appeared  from  that 
dizzy  height,  the  narrow,  sheet  of  the  "  holy  lake,"  indented 
with  numberless  bays,  embellished  by  fantastic  headlands, 
and  dotted  with  countless  islands.  At  the  distance  of  a  few 
leagues,  the  bed  of  the  waters  became  lost  among  moun- 
tains, or  was  wrapped  in  the  masses  of  vapour  that  came 
slowly  along  their  bosom  before  a  light  morning  air.  But  a 
narrow  opening  between  the  crests  of  the  htllii  pointed  out 
the  passage  by  which  they  found  their  way  still  farther 
north,  to  spread  their  pure  and  ample  sheets  again,  before 
pouring  out  their  tribute  into  the  distant  Champlain.  To 
the  south  stretched  the  defile,  or,  rather,  broken  plain,  so 
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often  mentioned.    For  several  mfles  In  thb  direction  th« 

i!lrS.T  ,  ®'i***  'y*  "»«y  diverged,  and  flnaUy  mdted 

SlnilSVr'i*"**.""^^  ^^'  •««"  ^J^i-^**  we  have  SJ^. 
panied  our  adventurers  In  their  double  Joumev    AJonVwh 

ranges  of  hUls.  which  bounded  the  opjiirddes^  toe^S 

J«d  vaUy.  douds  of  light  vapou?  were  SJSg  to  SpSS 

^ths  from  the  unhihablted  woods,  looSna  UklrS, 

smokes  of  the  hidden  cotUges.  or  rolM  aSyTotn  toe  de^ 

divltles.  to  mingle  with  the  fogs  of  the  lowTlani^^^r 

•oUtary,  snow-white  cloud  floated  above  thV  vaUev   and 

™bto1y%r  *"""***  ""*'  ^^  ^^  •"-'  ^^oiZ 

we«SirV?««"»*^u*°"  *'  "»•  *•*••  ">d  nearer  to  Its 
western  than  to  iu  eastern  margin,  lay  the  extenriv« 
eartoen  rampart,  and  low  bulldlnrof  WuC  He^l' 
Im  I?  "»V!r*®P^8  ^**"°°*  appeared  to  rest  on  the  vmter 
which  washed  their  bases,  whUe  a  deep  ditch  Mid  extrwlve 

ZTZZTi^.T'^''^'''^''^^^-  ^e!a;fd"ha5 
»!S  TT  '  ^'^^  '"  ■  reasonable  distance  around  the 
work,  but  every  other  part  of  the  scene  lay  in  the  green 

^AaT'     .?*  *'°'**  '°'*»  **«^st  their  black  and  naked 

In  its  front  might  be  seen  the  scattered  sentinels,  who  held 
a  weary  watch  against  their  numerous  foes,  and  withto  Se 
walls  thmselves  the  traveUers  looked  do^  ipon  mTsSl 

SSZi^^J?^^'*;'^"*^-  Towards  toe  soXei? 
but  in  fanmediate  contact  wito  toe  fort,  was  an  totrenched 

SXfhJf  r  f  ~<^^y  «™to«nce.  that  UuW^afe  beJ?f2 
more  eligible  for  toe  work  iUelf ,  in  which  Hawk-eye  pointed 

?^en^tfeft  thTw  h"*T  ^^^^  ''^'^'^  uS^ad  sJ 
a7tUe^fiSS,ir  f^tn'^"  ^"i^'^  """^P^^y*  ^rom  toe  woods 
f  Jivi.  \T^  ^  ^^  ■°"***  '°'«  numerous  d*rk  and  lurid 
S,i  t.^**  7T  '^"y  *°  ^*  distinguished  horn  toe  pSm 
«haIaUons  of  toe  springs,  and  which  toe  scout  also  shS^ 

toafrSfon"  •^*'^""'  "^"^^  "^'  --y  »^y  ^  'o- " 

.«MwL"**  *Pi«^«<^^«  which  most  concerned  toe  young 
joldler  was  on  toe  western  bank  of  toe  lake,  toough  ouite 

appearwl,  from  its  stand,  too  narrow  to  contain  such  an 
army,  but  which,  in  truth,  extended  many  Tn^^  Tt 
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yards  from  the  shores  of  the  Horlcan  to  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  were  to  be  seen  the  white  tents  and  military 
engines  for  an  encampmoit  of  ten  thousand  men.  Bat- 
teries were  already  thrown  up  hi  their  front,  and  even  while 
the  spectators  above  than  were  looking  down,  with  such 
different  emotions,  on  a  scene  which  lay  like  a  map  beneath 
their  feet,  the  roar  of  artillery  rose  from  out  the  valley,  and 
passed  off,  in  thundering  echoes,  along  the  eastern  hills. 

"  Morning  is  Just  touching  them  below,"  said  the  deli- 
berate and  musing  scout,  "  and  the  watchers  have  a  mind 
to  wake  up  the  sleepers  by  the  sound  of  cannon.  We  are  a 
few  hours  too  late  I  Montcalm  has  already  filled  the  woods 
with  his  accursed  Iroquois." 

"The  place  is,  indeed,  invested,"  returned  Duncan; 
"  but  is  there  no  expedient  by  which  we  may  enter  ?  Cap- 
ture in  the  works  would  be  far  preferable  to  falling  again 
into  the  hands  of  the  roving  Indians." 

"  See  I  "  exclaimed  the  scout,  unconsciously  directing 
the  attention  of  Cora  to  the  quarters  of  her  own  father, 
"  how  that  shot  has  made  the  stone  fly  from  the  side  of  the 
commandant's  house  I  Ay  I  these  Frenchers  will  pull  it  to 
pieces  faster  than  it  was  put  together,  solid  and  thick  thoush 
It  be  I "  ^ 

"  Keyword,  I  sicken  at  the  sight  of  danger  that  I  cannot 
share,"  said  the  undaunted  but  anxious  daughter.  "  Let  us 
go  to  Montcalm,  and  demand  admission ;  he  dare  not  deny 
a  child  the  boon  t  " 

"  You  would  scarce  find  the  tent  of  the  Frenchman  with 
the  hair  on  your  head  I  "  said  the  blunt  scout.  "  If  I  had 
but  one  of  the  thousand  boats  which  lie  empty  along  that 
shore,  it  might  be  done.  Ha  I  here  will  soon  be  an  end  of  the 
firing,  for  yonder  comes  a  fog  that  will  turn  day  to  night, 
and  make  an  Indian  arrow  more  dangerous  than  a  moulded 
cannon.  Now,  if  you  are  equal  to  the  work,  and  will  follow, 
I  will  make  a  push  ;  for  I  long  to  get  down  into  that  camp, 
if  it  be  only  to  scatter  some  Mingo  dogs  that  I  see  lurking  in 
the  skfats  of  yonder  thicket  of  birch." 

"  We  are  equal  1 "  said  Cora,  firmly ;  "  on  such  an 
errand  we  will  follow  to  any  danger  I  " 

The  scout  turned  to  her  with  a  smUe  of  honest  and  cordial 
approbation,  as  he  answered — 

"  I  would  I  had  a  thousand  men  of  brawny  limbs  and 
quick  eyes  that  feared  death  as  little  as  you  I   I'd  send  them 
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Ji^bcriag  Ftanehfln  back  Into  their  den  again,  afore  the 
wa*  was  andMl,  howling  like  so  many  fettered  hounds  or 

5?**^^^  Bot  stir."  he  added,  turning  from  hv  to 
the  rest  of  the  party,  "  the  fog  comes  rolling  down  so  fast. 
we  shall  have  but  Just  the  time  to  meet  It  on  the  plain,  and 
use  it  as  a  cover.  Remember,  if  any  accident  should  befaU 
me,  to  keep  the  air  blowing  on  your  left  cheeks-or,  rather. 
foUow  the  Mohicans ;  they'd  scent  their  way,  be  it  in  day 
or  be  it  at  night"  » •»  »mij 

He  then  waved  his  hand  for  them  to  foDow,  and  threw 
Wnu-L  down  the  steep  decUvity,  with  free  but  careful  foot- 
steps. Heyward  assUted  the  sisters  to  descend,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  they  were  all  far  down  a  mountain,  whose  sides 
they  had  dimbed  with  so  much  toil  and  pain. 

The  dlrecUon  taken  by  Hawk-eye  soon  brought  the 
travellers  to  the  level  of  the  plain  nearly  opposite  to  a  sally- 
port, in  the  western  curtain  of  the  fort,  which  lay,  itself,  at 
the  dtatance  of  about  half  a  mUe  from  the  point  where  he 
halted,  to  aUow  Duncan  to  come  up  with  his  charge.  In 
their  eagerness,  and  favoured  by  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
they  had  anUdpated  the  fog,  which  was  rolling  heavily  down 
the  lake,  and  it  became  necessary  to  pause,  untfl  the  mists 
had  wrapped  the  camp  of  the  enemy  in  their  fleecy  manUe. 
The  Mohicans  proflted  by  the  delay  to  steal  out  of  the  woods, 
and  to  make  a  survey  of  surrounding  objects.  They  were 
foUowed  at  a  litUe  distance  by  the  scout,  with  a  view  to 
profit  early  by  their  report,  and  to  obtahi  some  faint  know- 
ledge for  Umself  of  the  more  immediate  locaUties. 

In  a  very  few  moments  he  returned,  his  face  reddened 
with  vexaUon,  whOe  he  muttered  forth  his  disappointment 
in  words  of  no  very  genUe  import 

"  H«e  has  the  cunntog  Frenchman  been  posttog  a  piquet 
directly  in  our  path,"  he  said :  "  red-skins  and  whites ;  and 
we  shaU  be  as  likely  to  fall  into  thehr  midst  as  to  pass  them 
in  the  fog  I "  *^ 

"  Cannot  we  make  a  circuit  to  avoid  the  danger,"  asked 

.7^' "  ^^  *^°"*®  *"'°  """^  P^tl    gain  when  it  is  past  ?  " 

Who  that  once  bends  from  tLw  line  of  his  march,  in  a 

fog,  can  teU  when  or  how  to  turn  to  find  it  again  1    The 

mists  of  Horican  are  not  like  the  curls  from  a  peace-pipe 

or  the  smoke  which  setUes  above  a  mosquito  flro  I " 

He  was  yet  speaking  when  a  crashing  sound  was  heard 
and  a  cannon  baU  entered  the  thicket,  striking  the  body  of  a 
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sapling,  and  rebounding  to  the  earth.  lU  force  being  much 
expended  by  prevtoui  resistanee.  The  Indian*  followed  In- 
lUntly  like  busy  attendanU  on  the  terrible  messengnr,  and 
Uncas  emnmenced  speaking  earnestly,  and  with  much 
action,  tai  the  Delaware  tongue. 

"  It  may  be  so,  lad,"  muttered  the  scout,  when  he  had 
ended,  "  for  desperate  fevers  are  not  to  be  treated  like  • 
tooth-ache.    Come,  then,  the  fog  Is  shutting  in." 

"  Stop»"  cried  Heyward ;  "  first  explain  your  ezpeo- 
Uttons." 

"  'Tis  soon  done,  and  a  small  hope  it  is ;  but  then  it  la 
better  than  nothing.  This  shot  that  you  see,"  added  the 
scout,  kicking  the  harmless  bron  with  his  foot, "  has  ploughed 
the  'arth  in  its  road  from  the  fort,  and  we  shall  hunt  for  the 
furrow  It  has  made,  when  all  other  signs  may  fall.  No  more 
words,  but  follow ;  or  the  fog  may  leave  us  in  the  middle  of 
our  path,  a  mark  for  both  armies  to  shoot  at." 

Heyward  perceived  that,  In  fact,  a  crisis  had  arrived, 
when  acts  were  more  required  than  words,  placed  himself 
between  the  sisters,  and  drew  them  swiftly  forward,  keepbig 
the  dim  figure  of  their  leader  in  his  eye.  It  was  soon  ap> 
parent  that  Hawk-eye  had  not  magnified  the  power  of  the 
fog,  for  before  they  had  proceeded  twenty  yards.  It  was 
difficult  for  the  dlfierent  Individuals  of  the  party  to  dis- 
tinguish each  other  in  the  vapour. 

They  had  made  their  Uttle  circuit  to  the  left,  and  were 

.'eady  Inclining  again  towards  the  right,  having,  as  Hey- 

yard  thought,  got  over  neariy  half  the  distance  to  the 

friendly  works,  when  his  ears  were  saluted  with  the  fierce 

summons,  apparently  within  twenty  feet  of  them,  of— 

"  Qui  va  Ik  ?  " 

"  Push  on  I  "  whispered  the  scout,  once  more  bending 
to  the  left 

"  Push  on  I  "  repeated  Heyward,  when  the  summons 
was  renewed  by  a  dozen  voices,  each  of  which  seemed 
charged  with  threatening  menaces. 

"  C'est  moi,"  cried  Duncan,  dragging,  rathst  than  lead- 
ing, those  he  supported,  swiftly  onward. 

"Betel   qui?   moll"' 

"  Un  ami  de  la  France." 

"  Tu  m'as  plus  I'air  d'un  ennemt  dc  la  France ;  arr£te  I 
ou  pardieu  Je  te  feral  ami  du  dlable.  Non  I  feu ;  cam»> 
rades,  feu  1 " 


lie.    "Wili  .jut^v:  it 
r-'i'iforr     j'i.'.s." 

its  effect. 
:  as  if  the 
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TTie  order  wu  ImtanUy  ob«y«d,  and  the  fog  was  itlrrvd 
by  tho  ezploiloii  of  fifty  muskeU.  1/  vpfly  the  aim  wm 
bad,  and  the  bulkU  cut  the  air  in  a  direcUon  a  Uttle  different 
from  that  taicea  by  the  fuglUvet.  though  s'  ill  so  nigh  them 
that,  to  the  unpractised  ears  of  David  anri  'two  maidens, 
it  appeared  as  If  they  whisUed  witht'  a  ie».  inches  of  the 
organs.  The  outcry  was  renewed,  ani  »  ^j  i,  r,  not  only  to 
nre  again,  but  to  pursue,  was  too  1 1,  i  i  at  ible.  When 
Heyward  briefly  explained  the  meai  .^s'  o;  tl  e  words  they 
heard,  Hawk-eye  halted,  and  spoke  v.lh  c/  i.k  decisiou  and 
great  firmness. 

"  Let  us  deliver  our  fire,"  he  said  ; 
a  sortie,  and  give  way,  or  will  wait  fo- 

The  scheme  was  well  conceived,  bu  .  fau< 
The  instant  the  French  beard  their  piece  f,  it  st . 
plain  was  aUve  with  men,  muskets  rathng  aloiu;  iU  whole 
extent,  from  the  shores  of  the  lake  to  t!ie  farthest  boundary 
of  the  woods. 

"  We  shaU  draw  their  entire  army  upon  us,  and  bring  on 
a  general  assault,"  said  Duncan.  "  Lead  on,  my  friendrfor 
your  own  life  and  ours  I "  ^  » 

The  scout  seemed  wUlIng  to  comply  ;  but,  in  the  hurry 
Of  the  moment,  and  in  the  change  of  position,  he  had  lost 
the  direction.  In  vain  he  turned  either  cheek  towards  the 
n  ght  air ;  they  felt  equally  cool.  In  this  dUemma,  Uncas 
lighted  on  the  furrow  of  the  cannon  ball,  where  it  had  cut 
the  ground  in  the  litUe  adjacent  ant-hUls. 

"  Give  me  the  range  I  "  said  Hawk-eye,  bending  to  catch 
a  gUmpse  of  the  dlrecUon,  and  then  instanUy  movina 
onward.  ^  * 

Cries,  oaths,  voices  caUing  to  each  other,  and  the  reports 
of  muskeU,  were  now  quick  and  faicessant,  and  apparently 
on  every  side  of  them.  Suddenly  a  strong  glare  of  light 
nashed  across  the  scene,  the  fog  rolled  upwards  in  thick 
wreaths,  and  several  cannon  belched  across  the  plain,  and 
the  roar  was  thrown  heavily  back  from  the  bellowing  echoes 
of  the  mountain. 

"'TIS  from  the  fort  I  "  exclahned  Hawk-eye,  tumlna 
short  on  his  tracks ;  "  and  we,  like  stricken  fools,  were  rush- 
ing to  the  woods,  under  the  very  knives  of  the  Maquas  " 

The  Instant  theh-  mistake  was  rectified,  the  whole  party 
retraced  the  error  with  the  utmost  diligence.  Duncan  wU- 
lingly  relmqulshed  the  support  of  Cora  to  the  offered  arm  of 
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Une«i,  tnd  Onra  u  readily  accepted  the  welcome  assistance. 
Men,  hot  and  angry  In  the  pursuit,  were  evidently  on  their 
footsteps,  and  each  instant  threatened  their  capture,  if  not 
their  destruction. 

"  Point  de  quartier,  nux  coqulns  I  "  cried  an  eager  pur- 
suer, who  seemed  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  enemy. 

"  Stand  Arm,  and  be  ready,  my  gallant  60ths  I  "  sud- 
denly exclaimed  a  voice  above  them,  in  the  deep  tones  of 
authority ;  "  wait  to  see  the  enemy,  fire  low,  and  sweep 
the  glacis." 

**  Father  I  father  t "  exclaimed  a  piercing  female  cry 
from  out  the  mist ;  "  it  is  1 1  Alice  1  thy  own  Elsie  1 
Spare,  oh  I  save  your  daughters  1  " 

"  Hold  I  "  shouted  the  former  speakCT,  in  the  awful  tones 
of  parental  agony,  the  sound  reaching  even  to  the  wood*, 
and  rolling  bade  in  solemn  echo.  '  "Tis  she  I  God  has 
restored  me  my  children  I  Throw  open  the  sally-port ;  to 
the  field,  60ths,  to  the  Add  ;  pull  not  a  trigger  lest  ye  kill  my 
lambs  t    Drive  off  these  dogs  of  France  with  your  steel." 

Duncan  heard  the  grating  of  the  rusty  hinges,  and,  dart- 
ing to  the  spot,  directed  by  the  sound,  he  met  a  long  line  of 
dark  red  warriors,  passing  swiftly  towards  the  glacis.  He 
knew  them  for  his  own  battalion  of  the  royal  Americans, 
and,  flying  to  their  head,  soon  swept  every  trace  of  his  pur- 
suers from  before  the  works. 

For  an  instant  Cora  and  Alice  had  stood  trembling  and 
bewildered  by  this  unexpected  desertion  ;  but,  before  either 
had  leisure  for  speech,  or  even  thought,  an  officer  of  gigantic 
frame,  whose  locks  were  bleached  with  years  and  service, 
but  whose  air  of  military  grandeur  had  been  rather  softened 
than  destroyed  by  time,  rushed  out  of  the  body  of  the  mist, 
and  folded  them  to  his  bosom,  while  large  scalding  tears 
rolled  down  his  pale  and  wrinlded  cheeks,  and  he  exdalmed, 
in  the  peculiar  accent  of  Scotland — 

"  For  this  I  thank  thee,  Lord  I  Let  danger  come  as  it 
wQl,  thy  servant  is  prepared  I  " 


t58 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


CHAPTER  XV 

i 

Thm  go  m  in,  to  know  hb  mibImmit  ) 
Which  I  could,  with  a  nodr  gnea%  declarek 
B«£oc*  Um  i'ranohmMi  tpMlc  •  word  of  it. 

King  Henrf  V. 

Tbb  few  snoceeding  days  were  passed  amid  all  the  priva- 
Uons,  the  uproar,  and  the  dangers  of  the  siege,  which  was 
Jigorously  pressed  by  a  power,  against  whose  approaches 
Monro  possested  no  competent  means  of  resistance.     It 
appeared  as  If  Webb,  with  his  army,  which  lay  slumbering 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  had  utterly  forgotten  the 
Sf?  *"  ^^^^  ***'  brethren  were  reduced.    Montcahn  had 
fflled  the  woods  of  the  portage  with  his  savages,  every  yell 
and  whoop  from  whom  rang  through  the  British  encamp- 
menti  chilling  the  hearto  of  men,  who  were  already  but  too 
much  disposed  to  magnify  the  danger  with  additional  terror. 
Not  so,  however,  with  the  besieged.— Anfanated  by  the 
words,  and  stfanulated  by  the  examples  of  their  leaders, 
they  had  found  their  courage,  and  maintained  their  ancient 
reputetion  with  a  zeal  that  did  justice  to  the  stem  character 
of  their  commander.    As  if  satisfied  with  the  toil  of  march- 
tag  through  the  wilderness  to  encounter  his  enemy,  the 
French  general,  though  of  approved  sIcUl,  had  neglected  to 
seize  the  adjacent  mountains,  whence  the  besieged  might 
have  been  exterminated  with  Impunity,  and  which,  ta  the 
more  modem  warfare  of  the  country,  would  "ot  have  been 
neglected  for  a  stogie  hour.    This  sort  of  con    -npt  for  emi- 
nences, or  rather  dread  of  the  labour  of  ascending  them 
might  have  been  termed  the  besetttog  weakness  of  the  war- 
fare of  the  period.    It  originated  to  the  sbnpliclty  of  the 
Indian  contest,  In  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  combats, 
and  the  density  of  the  forests,  fortresses  were  rare,  and 
artUIery  next  to  useless.     The  carelessness  engendered  by 
these  usages  descended  even  to  the  war  of  the  revoluUon, 
and  lost  the  states  the  important  fortress  of  Ticonderago 

J?*"*!??  *  J'^'y  '°''  ^^®  "™y  °'  Burgoyne,  tot*  what  was 
then  the  bosom  of  the  country.  We  look  back  at  this 
Ignorance,  or  Infatuation,  whichever  It  may  be  caUcd,  with 
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astonishment,  knowing  that  the  neglect  of  an  eminence, 
whose  difflculUes,  like  those  of  Mount  Defiance,  had  been 
■0  greaUy  exaggerated,  would  at  the  present  time  prove 
fat^  to  the  repuUUon  of  the  engineer  who  had  planned  the 
works  at  their  base,  or  to  that  of  the  general  whose  lot  it 
was  to  defend  them. 

The  tourist,  the  valetudinarian,  or  the  amateur  of  the 
beauties  of  nature,  who,  in  the  t^ain  of  his  four-tai-hand 
now  rolls  through  the  scenes  we  have  attempted  to  describe' 
in  quest  of  information,  healtii,  or  pleasure,  or  floaU  steadily 
towards  his  object  on  those  artificial  waters  which  have 
sprung  up  under  tiie  administration  of  a  statesman,  who 
has  dared  to  stake  his  poUtical  character  on  Uie  hazardous 
Issue,  is  not  to  suppose  that  his  ancestors  traversed  those 
hlUs,  or  struggled  wiUi  the  same  currents  with  equal  faciUty 
The  transportation  of  a  single  heavy  gun  was  often  con- 
sidered equal  to  a  victory  gained ;  if  happUy  the  difficulties 
of  Uie  passage  had  not  so  far  separated  it  from  its  necessary 
concomitants,  the  ammunition,  as  to  reader  it  no  more  than 
a  useless  tube  of  unwieldy  iron. 

The  evils  of  this  state  of  things  pressed  heavily  on  the 
5m«°*^'',?'  ^^  resolute  Scotsman,  who  now  defended 
William  Henry.  Though  his  adversary  neglected  tiie  hills, 
he  had  planted  his  batteries  wiUi  judgment  on  tiie  plain, 
and  caused  tiiem  to  be  served  witii  vigour  and  skiU.  Against 
this  assault,  tiie  besieged  could  only  oppose  the  hnperfect 
and  hasty  preparations  of  a  fortress  in  the  wilderness,  to 
whose  mounds  those  extended  sheets  of  water,  which 
stretched  into  the  Canadas,  bore  no  friendly  aid,  whUe  they 
opened  the  way  to  their  more  fortunate  enemies. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  siege, 
and  tiie  fourth  of  his  own  service  in  It,  that  Major  Heywiffd 
profited  by  a  parley  that  had  just  been  beaten,  by  repairing 
to  the  ramparts  of  one  of  tiie  water  bastions,  to  breathe 
the  cool  ahr  from  the  lake,  and  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
progress  of  the  siege.  He  was  alone,  if  the  solitary  sentinel 
who  paced  the  mound  be  excepted ;  for  the  artiUerisU  had 
hastened  also  to  profit  by  Uie  temporary  suspension  of 
their  arduous  duties.  The  evening  was  delightfully  calm. 
and  the  light  ulr  from  the  Umpid  water  fresh  and  soothing. 
It  seemed  as  if,  with  the  termination  to  the  roar  of  artiUery 
and  tiie  plunging  of  shot,  nature  had  also  seized  the  moment 
to  assume  her  mUdest  and  most  captivating  form.   The  sun 
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poured  down  his  parting  glory  on  the  scene,  without  th« 
oppression  of  those  fierce  rays  that  belong  to  the  climate 
and  the  season.  The  mountains  looked  green,  and  fresh, 
and  lovely ;  tempered  with  the  milder  light,  or  softened  in 
shadow,  as  thin  vapours  floated  between  them  and  the  sun. 
The  numerous  islands  rested  on  the  bosom  of  the  Horican, 
some  low  and  sunken,  as  if  embedded  in  the  waters,  and 
others  appearing  to  hover  above  the  element,  in  little 
hillocks  of  green  velvet,  among  which  the  fishermen  of  the 
beleaguering  army  peacefully  rowed  their  skiffs,  or  floated 
at  rest  on  the  glassy  mirror,  in  quiet  pursuit  of  their  game. 

The  scene  was  at  once  animated  and  still.  All  that  per- 
tained to  nature  was  sweet,  or  simply  grand ;  while  those 
parts  which  depended  on  the  temper  and  movements  of 
man  were  in  perfect  unison. 

Two  little  spotless  flags  were  abroad,  the  one  on  a  salient 
angle  of  the  fort,  and  the  o^her  on  the  advanced  battery 
of  the  besiegers ;  emblems  of  the  truce  which  existed,  not 
only  to  the  acts,  but  it  would  seem,  also,  to  the  enmity  of 
the  combatants.  Behind  these,  again,  swung,  heavily  open- 
ing and  closing  in  silken  folds,  the  rival  standards  of  Eng- 
land and  France. 

A  hundred  gay  and  thoughtless  young  Frenchmen  were 
drawing  a  net  to  the  pebbly  beach;  within  dangerous  proxi- 
mity to  the  sullen  but  sUent  cannon  of  the  fort,  while  the 
eastern  mountain  was  sending  back  *he  loud  shouts  and  gay 
merriment  that  attended  their  sport.  Some  were  rushing 
eagerly  to  enjoy  the  aquatic  games  of  the  lake,  and  others 
were  already  toUing  their  way  up  the  neighbouring  hills, 
with  the  restless  curiosity  of  their  nation.  To  all  these 
sports  and  pursuits,  those  of  the  enemy  who  watched  the 
besieged,  and  the  besieged  themselves,  were,  however, 
merely  the  idle,  though  sympathising,  spectators.  Here  and 
there  a  piquet  had  indeed  raised  a  song,  or  mingled  in  a 
dance,  which  had  drawn  the  dusky  savages  around  them, 
from  their  lairs  in  the  forest,  in  mute  astonishment.  In 
short,  everything  wore  rather  the  appearance  of  a  day  of 
pleasure  than  of  an  hour  stolen  from  the  dangers  and  toil 
of  a  bloody  and  vindictive  warfare. 

Duncan  had  stood  in  a  musing  attitude,  contemplating 
this  scene  a  few  minutes,  when  his  eyes  were  directed  to 
the  glacis  in  front  of  the  sally-port  already  mentioned,  by 
Uie  sounds  of  approachhig  footsteps. — He  walked  to  an 
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angle  of  the  batUon,  and  behdd  tbe  scout  advancing,  under 
the  custody  of  a  French  officer,  to  the  body  of  the  fort  The 
countenance  of  Hawk-eye  was  haggard  and  care-worn,  and 
his  air  dejected,  as  though  he  felt  the  deepest  degrada- 
tion at  having  fallen  into  the  power  of  his  enemies.  He 
was  without  his  favourite  weapon,  and  his  arms  were  even 
bound  behind  him  ^Uh  thongs,  made  of  the  skin  of  a  deer. 
The  arrival  of  flags,  to  cover  the  messengers  of  summons, 
had  occurred  so  often  of  late,  that  when  Heyward  first 
threw  his  careless  glance  on  this  group,  he  expected  to  see 
another  of  the  officers  of  the  enemy,  charged  with  a  stanilar 
office ;  but  the  instant  he  recognised  the  tall  person,  and 
stm  sturdy,  though  downcast,  features  of  his  friend,  the 
woodsman,  he  started  with  surprise,  and  turned  to  descend 
from  the  bastion  into  the  bosom  of  the  work. 

The  sounds  of  other  voices,  however,  caught  his  atten- 
tion, and  for  a  moment  caused  him  to  forget  his  purpose. 
At  the  inner  angle  of  the  mound,  he  met  the  sisters,  walk- 
tag  along  the  parapet,  ta  search,  like  hhnself,  of  ah-  and 
relief  from  confinement  They  had  not  met  stace  that  pain- 
ful moment  when  he  deserted  them  on  the  plain  only  to 
assure  their  safety.  He  had  parted  from  them,  worn  with 
care,  and  Jaded  with  fatigue ;  he  now  saw  them  refreshed 
and  blooming,  though  still  tiuiid  and  anxious.  Under  such 
an  taducement  it  will  cause  no  surprise  that  the  young  man 
lost  sight,  for  a  time,  of  other  objects,  in  ^er  to  address 
them.  He  was,  however,  anticipated  by  uie  voice  of  the 
ardent  and  youthful  Alice. 

"  Ah  I  thou  truant  1  thou  recreant  knight  I  he  who 
abandons  his  damsels  in  the  very  lists,  to  abide  the  fortunes 
of  the  fray  I "  she  cried,  in  affected  reproaches,  which  her 
beamtag  eyes  and  extended  hands  so  flatteringly  denied. 
"  Here  have  we  been  days,  nay,  ages,  expecting  you  at  our 
feet,  hnploring  mercy  and  f orgetfulness  of  your  craven  back- 
slidtag,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  back-running— for  verily 
you  fled  ta  a  manner  that  no  stricken  deer,  as  our  worthy 
friend  the  scout  would  say,  could  equal  I  " 

"  You  know  that  Alice  means  our  thanks  and  our  bless- 
ings," added  the  graver  and  more  thoughtful  Cora.  "  In 
truth,  we  have  a  little  wondered  why  you  should  so  rigidly 
absent  yourself  from  a  place,  where  the  gratitude  of 
the  daughters  might  receive  the  support  of  a  parent's 
thanks." 
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"  Your  fttther  hlmsdf  could  tdl  yon,  that  thon^  absent 
from  your  presence,  I  iiave  not  been  altogethw  forgetful  of 
your  safety,"  retumet:  the  young  man ;  *'  the  maateiy  of 
yonder  vfflage  of  huts."  poinUng  to  the  neighbouring  In- 
trenched camp,  "  fcfis  been  keenly  disputed ;  and  he  who 
holds  it  is  sure  to  be  possessed  of  this  fort,  and  that  which 
It  contains.  My  days  and  my  nights  have  all  been  passed 
there,  since  we  separated,  because  I  thought  that  duty 
called  me  thither.  But,"  he  added,  with  an  air  of  chagrin, 
which  he  endeavoured,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  conceal, 
"  had  I  been  aware  that  what  I  then  believed  a  soldier's 
conduct  could  be  so  construed,  shame  would  have  been 
added  to  the  list  of  reasons." 

"  Hqrward  I— Duncan  I  "  exclabned  Alice,  bending  for- 
ward to  read  his  half-averted  countenance,  until  a  lock  of 
her  golden  hair  rested  in  rich  contrast  on  her  flushed  cheek, 
and  nearly  concealed  the  tear  that  had  started  to  her  anxious 
eye ;  "  did  I  thhik  this  idle  tongue  of  mhie  had  pained 
you,  I  would  sUence  It  for  ever.  Cora  can  say.  If  Cora 
would,  how  justly  we  have  prized  your  services,  and  how 
deep — I  had  almost  said,  how  fervent — is  our  gratitude  I  " 

"  And  will  Cora  attest  the  truth  of  this  ?  "  cried  Duncan, 
suffering  the  cloud  to  be  chased  from  his  countenance  by 
a  smile  of  open  pleasure.  "  What  says  our  graver  sister  ? 
Will  she  And  an  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  the  knight,  in 
the  ardour  of  a  soldier  7  " 

Cora  made  no  immediate  answer,  but  turned  her  face 
towards  the  water,  as  if  looking  on  the  plain  sheet  of  the 
Hori(»n.  When  she  did  bend  her  dark  eyes  on  the  young 
man,  they  were  yet  filled  with  an  expression  of  anguish 
that  at  once  drove  every  thought  but  that  of  kind  solicitude 
from  his  mind. 

"  You  are  not  well,  dearest  Miss  Munrol "  he  exclaimed ; 
"  we  have  trifled,  while  you  are  in  suffering  I " 

"  'Tis  nothing,"  she  answered,  gently  refusing  his  offered 
support,  with  feminine  reserve.  "  That  I  cannot  see  the 
sunny  side  of  the  picture  of  life,  like  this  artless  but  ardent 
enthusiast,"  she  added,  laying  her  hand  lightly,  but  aflec- 
ttonately,  on  the  arm  of  her  anxious  sister,  "  is  the  penalty 
of  eixperience,  and,  perhaps,  the  misfortune  of  my  nature. 
See,"  die  continued,  with  an  effort,  as  if  determined  to 
shake  off  every  Infirmity,  in  a  sense  of  duty  ;  "  look  around 
you,  Bfajor  Heyward,  and  tell  me  what  a  prospect  is  this. 
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tor  the  daughter  of  a  soldier,  whose  greatest  happiness  it 
bis  honour  and  his  military  renown  I " 

"  Neither  ought  nor  shall  be  tarnished  by  cfrcumsUnces, 
over  which  he  has  had  no  control,"  Duncan  warmly  replied. 
"  But  your  words  recaU  me  to  my  own  duty.  I  go  now  to 
your  gallant  father,  to  hear  his  determinaUon  hi  matters 
of  the  last  moment  to  our  defence.  God  bless  you  hi  every 
fortune,  noble — Cora — I  may,  and  must  call  you."  She 
frankly  gave  hfan  her  hand,  though  her  lips  quivered,  and 
her  cheeks  gradually  became  of  an  ashy  paleness.  "  In 
every  fortune,  I  know  you  wUl  be  an  ornament  and  honour 
to  your  sex.  Alice,  adieu  1  "—his  tones  changed  from  ad- 
miration to  tenderness—"  adieu,  Alfce ;  we  shall  soon  meet 
again ;  as  conquerors,  I  trust,  and  amid  rejoicings  I  " 

Without  waiting  for  an  answer  from  either  of  the 
maidens,  the  young  man  threw  hhnself  down  the  grassy 
steps  of  the  bastion,  and  moving  rapidly  across  the  parade, 
he  was  quickly  hi  the  presence  of  theh-  father.  Munro  was 
pacliig  his  narrow  apartment,  with  a  disturbed  air,  and 
gigantic  strides,  as  Duncan  entered. 

"  You  have  anticipated  my  wishes,  Major  Heyward," 
he  said ;    "  I  was  about  to  request— this  favour." 

"  I  am  so  sorry  to  see,  sir,  that  the  messenger  I  so 
warmly  recommended,  has  returned  hi  custody  of  the 
French  I  I  hope  there  is  no  reason  to  distrust  his  fidelity  ?  " 
"  The  fidelity  of  the  '  Long  Rifle '  Is  well  known  to  me," 
returned  Munro, "  and  is  above  suspicion ;  though  his  usual 
good  fortune  seems,  at  last,  to  have  faUed.  Montcalm  has 
got  hfan,  and  with  the  accursed  politeness  of  his  nation,  he 
has  sent  him  in  with  a  doleful  tale  of  'knowtog  how  I 
valued  the  fellow,  he  could  not  think  of  retainhig  hfan.'  A 
jesuiUcal  way,  that.  Major  Duncan  Heyward,  of  UlUnfl  a 
man  of  his  misfortunes  i  "  ■ 

"  But  the  general  and  his  succour  ?  " — 
"  Did  ye  look  to  the  south  as  ye  entered,  and  could  ye 
not  see  them  ?  "  said  the  old  soldier,  laughhig  bitterly. 
Hoot  I  hoot  I  you're  an  fanpaUent  boy,  sir,  and  cannot 
give  the  gentlemen  leisure  for  their  march  I  " 

"  They  are  coming  then  ?   The  scout  has  said  as  much  ?  " 

"  When  ?  and  by  what  path  ?  for  the  dunce  has  omitted 

to  teU  me  this  7    There  is  a  letter,  it  would  seem,  too  ;  and 

that  is  the  only  agreeable  part  of  the  matter.    For  the  cus- 

tomaiy  attenUons  of  your  Marquis  of  Montcahn— I  warrant 
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me,  Duncan,  that  he  of  Lothian  would  buy  a  dozen  of  nich 
marquessates — ^but,  if  the  news  of  the  letter  were  bad,  the 
gentility  of  this  French  monsieur  would  certidnly  compel 
him  to  let  us  know  it  I  " 

"  He  keeps  the  letter,  then,  sir,  whUe  he  releases  the 
messenger  ?  " 

"  Aye,  that  does  he,  and  all  for  the  sake  of  what  you 
can  your  '  bonhomie.'  I  would  venture,  if  the  truth  was 
known,  the  fellow's  grandfather  taught  the  noble  science 
of  dancing  I " 

"  But  what  says  the  scout  ?  he  has  eyes  and  ears,  and 
a  tongue  I   what  verbal  report  does  he  make  ?  " 

"  Oh  t  sir,  he  is  not  wanting  in  natural  organs,  and  he 
is  free  to  tell  all  that  he  has  seen  and  heard.  The  whole 
amount  is  this :  There  is  a  fort  of  his  majesty's  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson,  called  Edward,  in  honour  of  his 
gracious  highness  of  York,  you'll  know,  and  it  is  well  filled 
with  armed  men,  as  such  a  work  should  be  i  " 

"  But  was  there  no  movement,  no  signs  of  any  intention 
to  advance  to  our  relief  ?  " 

"There  were  the  morning  and  evening  parades,  and 
when  one  of  the  provincial  loons — ^you'll  know,  Duncan, 
you're  half  a  Scotsman  yourself — ^when  one  of  them  dropped 
his  powder  over  his  porritch,  if  it  touched  the  coals,  it  Just 
burnt  I "  Then  suddenly  changing  his  bitter,  ironical 
manner,  to  one  more  grave  and  thoughtful,  he  continued : 
"  And  yet  there  might,  and  must,  be  something  in  that 
letter,  which  it  would  be  well  to  know  I " 

"  Our  decision  should  be  speedy,"  said  Duncan,  gladly 
availing  himself  of  this  change  of  humour  to  press  the  more 
important  objects  of  their  interview.  "  I  cannot  conceal 
from  you,  sir,  that  the  camp  will  not  be  much  longer  ten- 
able ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  things  appear  no  better 
in  the  fort ; — ^more  than  half  our  guns  are  bursted." 

"  And  how  should  it  be  otherwise  I  some  were  fished 
from  the  bottom  of  the  lake ;  some  have  been  rusting  in 
the  woods  since  the  discovery  of  the  country ;  and  some 
were  never  guns  at  all — ^mere  privateers-men's  playthings  I 
Do  you  think,  sir,  you  can  have  Woolwich  Warren  in  the 
midst  of  a  wilderness ;  three  thousand  miles  l^m  Great 
Britain?" 

"  Our  waUs  are  crumbling  about  our  ears,  and  provi- 
sions begin  to  fail   us,"   continued   Heyward,  without 
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regarding  this  new  burst  of  IndignaUon :  ••  even  th»  m»» 

show  signs  of  discontent  and  alara"  "*" 

"Major  Heyward,"  said  Munro,  turning  to  his  vouthf.il 

associate  with  all  the  dignity  of  his  years  and  su^r  rl^"l 

t£  ttte  l.^2ttSr"^«  "f '"•  *»'  o"'  circumstaniS" 
stui,  there  is  everything  due  to  the  honour  of  the  Itlno's 
arms,  and  something  to  ourselves.  WhUe  there  is  hope  of 
Sr^hH^  'ortrns  wiU  I  defend,  though  It  be  to  ?e?one 
Thl  I.??,  S  8*'^*«?  °»  the  lake  shore.    It  is  a  sight  of 

ntitS  S'/;!'°"'  "*i*  ""^  ^^*'  *^«t  ^e  ™«y  know  the 
Intentions  of  the  man  the  Earl  of  Loudon  has  left  amona 
us  as  his  substitute."  among 

••  And  can  I  be  of  service  In  the  matter  ?  " 

finn  f«M7«»K'^^'..,S*  ^^"^  °'  Montcalm  has,  In  addi- 
tion to  his  other  dvlllUes,  invited  me  to  a  personal  nterview 
between  these  works  and  his  own  camp ;  in  order  m  he 
says,  to  impart  some  additional  Information.    Now,  I  thlSt 

h.r«nV;'  ^  ??*  *°  '^^^^  «"y  "«^"e  solicitude  to  mS 
^.Sl'ti^?.  7°"*.?  *™P'°y  y°"'  «»  offlee'  o'  rank,  as  my 
Ti^^^lJ  ^Vlr^^  ^"'  iU-comport  with  the  honoi^ 
Snn.  /n  ",  Am  ^^l^^  ^'^  '^^  °"*  °'  ^er  genUemen  was  out- 
wS,  ^T^'^'  **y  *  "*"^«  0'  ««y  country  on  earth  I  " 
M^l^^  assuming  the  supererogatory  task  of  entering 
co^rfL  n""*°"  °i  ^^'^  comparative  ierits  of  natlomd 
o?  th.^:t?""T  5^«*rf""y  ««ented  to  supply  the  place 
lonnLlu!^^'  *°  ""?  approaching  interview  A  long^id 
confidential  communication  now  succeeded,  during  which 

duty,  from  the  experienced  and  native  acuteness  of  his 
commander,  and  then  the  former  took  his  leave. 

AS  Duncan  could  only  act  as  the  representaUve  of  the 
commandant  of  the  fort,  the  ceremonies  which  shoSd  have 
accompanied  a  meettog  between  the  heads  of  the  adverae 

isTed"  iTJtH'^"",^'  ""fr^^  ^"»^-    Th«  ^^e  stm  «! 

bv  f'liS«  3i^.  «""^^  ^''^^  °'  ^*  '^"™'  and  covered 
by  a  little  white  flag,  Duncan  left  the  saUy-port  within  ten 

minutes  after  his  instrucUons  were  ended.  He  waTr^IvSd 
a Jd  tS.'^t  i®'^  *"  *'*^-"'*'  ^th  the  usualTmStl^^ 
Se^SZ;J^5*'*^^f  ^"P^"*''*  *°  the  disUnt  marquee  o 
the  renowned  soldier  who  led  the  forces  of  France/ 
ihe   general   of  the   enemy   received    the    youthful 
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messenger*  surrounded  by  his  principal  officers,  and  by  • 
swarthy  band  of  the  native  chiefs,  who  bad  followed  him 
to  the  field,  with  the  warriors  of  their  several  tribes.  Hey- 
ward  paused  short,  when.  In  glancing  bis  eyes  rapidly  over 
the  darlc  group  of  the  latter,  he  behdd  the  malignant  coun- 
tenance of  Magna,  regarding  him  with  the  calm  but  suUen 
attention  whidi  marlced  the  expression  of  that  subtle  savage. 
A  sli^t  exclamation  of  surprise  even  burst  from  the  lips 
of  the  young  man ;  but  instantly  recollecting  his  errand, 
and  the  presence  in  which  he  stood,  he  suppressed  every 
appearance  of  emotion,  and  turned  to  the  bostfle  leader, 
who  had  already  advanced  a  stq)  to  receive  him. 

The  Marquis  of  Montcalm  was,  at  the  period  of  which 
we  write,  in  the  nower  of  his  age,  and,  it  may  be  added, 
in  the  senith  of  his  fortunes.  But  even  in  that  enviable 
^tuation,  he  was  affable,  and  distinguished  as  much  for  his 
attention  to  the  forms  of  courtesy,  as  for  that  chivalrous 
courage,  which,  only  two  short  years  afterwards,  taiduced 
him  to  throw  away  his  life,  on  the  plains  of  Abraham. 
Duncan,  in  turning  his  eyes  from  the  malign  expression  of 
Magua,  suffered  them  to  rest  with  pleasuro  on  the  smiling 
«nd  polished  features,  and  the  noble  military  air,  of  the 
F^nch  general. 

"  Monsieur,"  said  the  latter,  "  J'ai  beaucoup  de  plaisir 
4 — ^bah  1 — oil  est  cet  interprdte  ?  " 

"  Je  crois,  Monsieur,  qu'il  ne  sera  pas  n6cessalro,"  Hey- 
ward  modestly  replied ;   "  Je  parte  un  pen  Fran? ais." 

"  Ah  I  J 'en  suis  bien  aise,"  said  Montcalm,  taking  Dun- 
can famiUariy  by  the  arm,  and  leading  him  deep  into  the 
marquee,  a  little  out  of  earshot ;  "  Je  d6teste  ces  fripons 
Ik ;  on  ne  salt  Jamais  sur  quel  pie  on  est  avec  eux.  Eh 
bien  1  Monsieur,"  he  conUnued,  still  speaking  hi  French ; 
"  thou^  I  should  have  been  proud  of  receiving  your  com- 
mandant, I  am  very  happy  that  he  has  seen  proper  to  employ 
an  officer  so  distinguished,  and  who,  I  am  sun,  is  so  amiable 
as  yourself." 

Duncan  bowed  low,  pleased  with  the  compliment.  In 
spite  of  a  most  heroic  determinatlun  to  suffer  no  artifice  to 
alliire  him  into  a  forgetfulness  of  the  Interests  of  his  prince ; 
and  Montcalm,  after  a  paiue  of  a  moment,  as  if  to  collect 
his  thoughts,  proceeded — 

"  Your  commandant  is  a  brave  man,  and  well  qualified 
to  Ttpti  my  assaults.   Mais,  Monsieur,  is  it  not  time  to  begin 
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to  take  more  eounid  of  humanity,  and  less  of  your  own 
S^otoJ  I  ^*  °°'  "  •*"°*^  characterises  the  hero  m 
"  We  consider  the  quallUes  are  Inseparable,"  returned 
Duncan,  onlUng;  "but  whfle  we  find  In  the  vJgouTof 
your  excellency  every  moUve  to  stimulate  the  one.  we 
can,  as  yet,  see  no  parUcutar  call  for  the  exercise  of  the 
otner. 

fh/i?."!?^'  *"  ^}*  *""•  "**8**"y  *»**^^  J  *>»' "  ^"  with 

the  air  of  a  man  too  practised  to  remember  the  languaoe 
of  flatteiy.    After  mushig  a  moment,  he  added-^ 

It  Is  possible  my  glasses  have  deceived  me,  and  that 
your  works  resist  our  cannon  better  than  I  bad  supposed. 
You  know  our  force  ?  "  Fi'"»~. 

••  Our  accounts  vary,"  said  Duncan,  carelessly;  "the 
highest,  however,  has  not  exceeded  twenty  thousand  men." 

The  Frenchman  bit  his  Up,  and  fastened  his  eyes  keenly 
on  the  other,  as  If  to  read  his  thoughU ;  then  with  a  readi- 
ness peculiar  to  hhnself,  he  continued,  as  If  assenting  to 
the  truth  of  an  enumeraUon,  which  he  knew  was  not  credited 
oy  nls  visitor— 

"  "  *»  a  poor  compliment  to  the  vigflance  of  ns  soldiers. 
Monsieur,  that  do  what  we  wiU.  we  never  can  conceal  our 
numbers.  If  it  were  to  be  done  at  aU,  one  would  beUeve 
it  might  succeed  in  these  woods.  Though  you  think  It  too 
soon  to  listen  to  the  caUs  of  humanity,"  he  added,  smiUng 
archly,  I  may  be  permitted  to  believe  that  gallantry  is 
not  forgotten  by  one  so  young  as  yourself.  The  daughters 
o.  the  commandant,  I  learn,  have  passed  into  the  fort  shice 
It  was  mvested  7  " 

.ftZl^lt  ^\  Monsieur ;  but  so  far  from  weakentag  our 

«S'  ^^  ^""^  "Af"  *u  ^P^*  °'  '^^^^ee  to  their  ow^  for- 
Utude.  Were  nothing  but  resoluUon  necessary  to  repel  so 
accomplished  a  soldier,  as  M.  de  Montcahn,  I  would  £a«y 

.»vi'  ^iL  "^  *  wise  ordinance  to  our  Salique  laws,  which 
Jf  ?h.^?  ^  «T?.  «'. France  shaU  never  descend  the  lance 
to  tht  distaff,'"  said  Montcahn,  drily,  and  with  a  UtUo 
hauteur;  but  Instantly  addtog,  ;ith  hl's  toLTLnk'''^l 
easy  air,  "as  an  the  nobler  qualities  are  hereditary  I  ^ 
easUy  credit  you;  though,  a.  I  said  before,  courage SS 
lU  UmlU,  and  humanity  must  not  be  forgotten.    I  ta«S 
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Montieur,  you  com*  authorised  to  treat  tw  the  surrender 
of  the  place  T  " 

'*  Has  your  exeeUency  found  our  defence  so  feeble  as  to 
believe  the  measure  necessary  1 " 

"  I  should  be  sonry  to  have  the  defence  protracted  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  irritate  my  red  friends  there,"  con- 
tinued Montcalm,  glandng  his  eyes  at  the  group  of  grave 
and  attentive  Indians,  without  attending  to  the  other  ques- 
tion ;  "  I  find  it  dilficult,  even  now,  to  limit  them  to  the 
usages  of  war." 

Heyward  was  silent,  for  a  painful  recollection  of  the 
dangers  he  had  so  recently  escaped  came  over  his  mind, 
and  recalled  the  images  of  those  defenceless  beings  who  bad 
shared  in  all  his  suflerings. 

"  Ces  messieurs  Ik,"  said  Montcalm,  following  up  the 
advantage  which  he  conceived  he  had  gained,  "  are  most 
formidable  when  baffled ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  tell  you 
with  what  difficulty  they  are  restrained  in  their  anger.  Eh 
bien.  Monsieur  1  shall  we  speak  of  the  tenns  of  the  sur- 
render ?  " 

"  I  fear  your  excellency  has  been  deceived  as  to  the 
strength  of  William  Henry,  and  the  resources  of  its  gar- 
rison I " 

"  I  have  not  sat  down  before  Quebec,  but  an  earthen- 
work,  that  is  defended  by  twenty-three  hundred  gallant 
men,"  was  the  laconic,  though  polite,  reply. 

"  Our  mounds  are  earthen,  certainly — nor  are  they 
seated  on  the  rocks  of  Cape  Diamond ;  but  they  stand  on 
that  shore  which  proved  so  destructive  to  Dieskau  and  his 
brave  army.  There  is  also  a  powerful  force  within  a  few 
hours'  march  of  us,  which  we  account  upon  as  part  of  our 
means  of  defence." 

"  Some  six  or  eight  thousand  men,"  returned  Montcalm, 
with  much  apparent  indifference, "  whom  their  leader  wisely 
Judges  to  be  safer  in  their  works  than  in  the  field." 

It  was  now  Keyword's  turn  to  bite  his  lip  with  vexation, 
as  the  other  so  coolly  alluded  to  a  force  wliich  the  young 
man  knew  to  be  overrated.  Both  mused  a  little  while  in 
sflence,  when  Montcalm  renewed  the  conversation  in  a  way 
that  showed  he  believed  the  visit  of  his  guest  was,  solely, 
to  propose  terms  of  capitulation.  On  the  other  hand,  Hey- 
ward began  to  throw  sundry  inducements  in  the  way  of 
the  French  general  to  betray  the  discoveries  he  had  made 
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throu^  tlM  Intcrecpted  letter.  The  artlllM  of  neither,  how- 
ever, soeeeeded ;  and,  after  •  protracted  and  fmitleH  In- 
terview, Duncan  took  hU  leave,  favourably  Imprened  with 
an  opinion  of  the  courtesy  and  talents  of  the  enemy's  captain, 
but  as  Ignorant  of  what  he  came  to  learn  as  when  he 
arrived.  Montcalm  followed  hbn  as  far  as  the  entrance  of 
the  marquee,  renewing  his  invitations  to  the  commandant 
of  the  fort  to  give  him  an  immediate  meeting  in  the  open 
ground  between  the  two  armies. 

There  they  separated,  and  Duncan  returned  to  the  ad- 
vanced post  of  the  French,  accompanied  as  before  ;  whence 
he  instantly  proceeded  to  the  fort,  and  to  the  quarters  of 
his  own  commander. 


lade 


CHAPTER  XVI 

Edgar :  Before  yon  fight  the  battle,  ope  tbia  letter. 

Ltar. 

Major  IIbyward  found  Munro  attended  only  by  his 
daughters.  Alice  sat  upon  his  Icnee,  parting  the  grey  hairs 
on  the  forehead  of  the  old  man  with  her  delicate  fingers ; 
and  whenever  he  affected  to  frown  on  her  trifling,  appeas- 
ing his  assumed  anger  by  pressing  her  ruby  lips  fondly  on 
his  wrinlded  brow.  Cora  was  seated  nigh  them,  a  calm  and 
amused  ioolcer  on ;  regarding  the  wayward  movements  of 
her  more  youthful  sister  with  that  species  of  maternal  fond- 
ness which  characterised  her  love  for  Alice.  Not  only  the 
dangers  through  which  they  had  passed,  but  those  wtUch, 
still  impended  above  them,  appeared  to  be  momentarily 
forgotten  in  the  soothing  indulgence  of  such  a  family  meet- 
ing. It  seemed  as  if  they  had  profited  by  the  short  truce, 
to  devote  an  instant  to  the  purest  and  best  aflections ;  the 
daughters  forgetting  their  fears,  and  the  veteran  his  cares, 
in  the  stillness  and  security  of  the  moment.  Of  this  scene 
Duncan,  who,  in  his  eagerness  to  report  his  arrival,  had 
entered  unannounced,  stood  many  moments  an  unobserved 
and  a  delighted  spectator.    But  the  quick  and  dancing  eyes 


r 


170  THB  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

I'JK?  !2r5f"***  ■  ^^**  ""^  *»*»  '^901%  nfleettd  from 
«  tfut,  and  the  ipnmg  blushing  from  her  fothtfTkM? 
•Mtalmlng  aloud  la  her  tuiprlMh!.  ~^ 

"  Major  Hayward  I  '• 

-.  r  J^^*  °'  "*•  *•** '  "  ««Mnded  her  father :  ••  1  have 
•ent  him  to  crack  a  Uttle  with  the  Ftwichman.  Ha  |  i? 
you  are  young,  and  you're  nhnble.    Away  with  you   ve 

HjgS.?  'h  "^^  "ir  "^  "°*  ^"»'»-  •»«»8»»  'or  «  iofi  J! 
2  yo^f  I^*  ^  ""^  ^•^  ''*"*  "™*  P~*"»»«  *»•«*« 

th«^«  »«««hto8iy  foDowed  her  ilster.  who  Instantly  led 
tte  w^  from  an  apartment,  where  she  perceived  their 
presence  was  no  longer  desirable.  Munro,  tostead  of  de- 
mjmdlng  the  result  of  the  young  man's  mtasSJrJLd  th^ 
room  for  a  few  moments,  with  his  hands  behind  his  back 
and  his  head  Inclined  toward,  the  floor,  like  a  mwi  Iwt  to 
deep  thought.  At  length  he  raised  his  eyes.  JLtSdng 
with  a  father's  fondness,  and  exclaimed—  •^"'n»°» 

••  They  are  a  pair  of  exceUent  girls,  Heyward,  and  such 
as  any  one  may  boast  of  1 "  7wo«i,  via  sucn 

Colond^MS^?  "°''  ^  ^•^  "^  "P^**"  *»'  y*"'  *»"8»»^. 
"  True,  lad,  true,"  interrupted  the  impatient  old  man  • 

S  in  oM  ^^.^°"»«°l*"  ♦  **"*  '  '^^'^  "«*  «>to^  it  becoming 

J?.  °^?  .'°''***'  ***  *»«  ^^^""i  0'  nuptial  blessinffs  and 

wedding  jokes,  when  the  enemies  of  his  king  wewTikely  to 

be  mU,Idden  guests  at  the  feast  I   But  I  was  wrong.  DunLn^ 

^oJ'harto'^ay?' """"'  *"''  '  "^  ""'^  "^^^^  ^*>^«"  ^^^'^t 

H.or  fl?^n?'''^?^'?*  *^*  P^*"""'  your  assurance  gives  me, 
^.  T  ;  lu  ^^^'"i  "°^  »  "**^«8«  '»^»  Montcalm  "~ 
,   . .,       ?f  Frenchman  and  all  his  host  go  to  the  devU 
sir  I     exclaimed  the  veteran,  frowning  severely     "  He  Is 

n^X'^wlS;  ^'  "^""ir  "^"^'  °°'  »»»««  ^^  ever  bi 

fi^r^fi?    ^«  ^  P™'''^  ^^"^  *^«  "«°  he  *ouId.    No 

P?n  K?"'?^^^''*"'.''®  •*"  "°*  y**  *°  »"'^h  «  «tralt  that  It 

SS.  Hn"*^»f  T?.  **  *°''  ""*^^  P«^«^  to  discharge  the 
lltUe  domesUc  duUes  of  his  own  famUy  1     Your  mothw 

was  the  only  ch«d  of  my  bosom  friend,  DuncanT  ^  I'U 

Just  i^ve  you  a  hearing,  though  all  the  knights  of  St  LouS 

their  head,  craving  to  speak  a  word  under  favour.   A  pretty 
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d«grM  of  knighthood,  sir.  It  that  which  ctm  h«  bonght  with 
•ugar-hogiheadfl  t  and  then  your  twopenny  marquesMtes  1 
The  ThUtle  Is  the  order  for  dignity  and  antiquity ;  tiM 
veritable  '  nemo  me  impune  lacetsit '  of  chivalry  t  Ye  bad 
ancestors  In  that  degree,  Duncan,  and  they  were  an  orna- 
ment to  the  nobles  of  Scotland." 

Heyward,  who  perceived  that  his  superior  took  a  mali- 
cious pleasure  In  exhibiting  his  contempt  for  the  mnsago 
of  the  French  general,  was  fain  to  humour  a  sideen  that 
he  knew  would  be  shortlived ;  he  therefore  replied  with  as 

much  Indifference  as  he  could  assume  on  such  a  subject 

"  My  request,  as  you  know,  sir,  went  so  far  as  to  pre- 
fume  to  the  honour  of  being  your  son." 

"Ay,  boy,  yon  found  words  to  make  yourself  very 
plahily  comprehended  i  But,  let  me  ask  ye,  sir,  have  you 
been  as  InteUiglble  to  the  girl  7  " 

"  On  my  honour,  no,"  exclaimed  Duncan,  warmly ; 
"  there  would  have  been  an  abuse  of  a  confided  trust,  iiad  ! 
taken  an  advantage  of  my  situation  for  such  a  purpose  ! " 
"  Your  notions  are  those  of  a  gentleman,  Major  Hey- 
ward,  and  well  enough  In  their  place.  But  Cora  Mumo  i» 
a  maiden  too  discreet,  and  of  a  mind  too  elevated  and  Im- 
proved to  need  the  guardlansbip  even  of  a  father." 
••  Cora  I " 

"  Ay — Cora  1  we  are  talking  of  your  pretensions  to  mw 
Munro,  are  we  not,  sh:  7  " 

"  I — I — I  was  not  conscious  of  having  mentioned  her 
name,"  said  Duncan,  stammering  through  embarrassment. 
"  And  to  marry  whom,  then,  did  you  wish  my  consent. 
Major  Heyward  7  "  demanded  the  old  soldier,  erecting  him- 
self hi  all  the  dignity  of  offended  feeling. 

"  You  have  another,  and  not  less  lovely  child." 
"Alice  I"  exdahned  the  father.  In  an  astonishment 
equal  to  that  with  which  Duncan  had  Just  repeated  tho 
name  of  her  sister. 

"  Such  was  the  direction  of  my  wishes,  sir." 
The  young  man  awaited  in  silence  the  result  of  the  extra- 
ordinary effect  produced  by  a  communication  which,  as  It 
now  appeared,  was  so  unexpected.  For  several  minutes, 
Munro  paced  the  chamber  with  long  and  rapid  strides,  hi* 
rigid  features  working  convulsively,  and  every  faculty  seem- 
ingly absorbed  in  the  musing  of  his  own  mind.  At  length, 
be  paused  dkectly  in  front  oX  Heyward,  and  riveting  tab 
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your  own  good  qualiUes ;   and  I  hkve  lov7d  youT  b^use 

'..JSi°"S'*  y°"  "^""^^  contribute  to  the  happtoeM^?mv 

2?t  wh^affl*^^  'r  ^""'^  *"™  *°  liatred7w,Sr?«LuSd 
tliat  what  I  80  much  apprehended  U  true."  -~"«« 

"  God  forbid  that  any  act  or  thoucht  of  minii  .hA»M 
lead  to  such  a  change  I  '•  exclahned  toe  yoimg^J  wJ^se 
^e  never  quaiM  under  the  penetraUng  iS^eSkSS 
Without  adverting  to  the  hnpossibUity  of  the  othe^T^m ' 
prehending  those  feeing,  whi?h  were  Wd  in^^oiTboZ' 
Munro  suffered  hhnseif  to  be  appeased  by  too^nalterS 
StXed-  "^'  ^  -^  -*th  a  voice  «.LbIy  "^ ^S' 

•  li^^^  7'°^^  ^*  "y  »o"'  Duncan,  and  you're  Iimorant 
Sit  ye  doMm.  young  man,  and  I  wiU  open  to  you  toe  wouni 

#«,««?♦  ?  ^**  *?•  message  of  Montcahn  was  as  much 
forgotten  by  him  who  bore  it,  as  by  toe  man  for  whose  e^s 

IZZT^^i'  ^^"^  ^^  *  *=^«^'  ^^  whUe  tSe  vScran 
communed  a  few  momenta  wlto  his  own  tooughU  aDoi" 
enUy  In  sadness,  the  youto  suppressed  hi,  impSieicTfn  a 

— "Jfil*'"  ^°T  ^«a**y'  Major  Heyward,  toat  my  famUv 
was  both  ancient  and  honourable,"  comm;nced  Se  Toll 
man,  "  toough  it  might  not  altogether  be  endowed  with 

?eSee    Tw V  ^vT  "^i  *°"*^  ^o^espond'^^Jth  its 

,.^*  ^     ^^'  ™^y  ***'  *"<*  ">  one  as  yourself  when  r 

plighted  my  faito  to  Alice  Graham,  toe  oiS^  child  of  a 

neighbouring  laird  of  some  estate.    But  toe  connecUon  was 

^v\?^'*\*^<id  to«T"'  °.\'"°«^  accounta  ??:n"my 
poverty.    I  did,  toerefore,  what  an  honest  man  should  • 

restored  toe  maiden  her  troto,  and  depaiSd  The  cTntrv' 

to  toe  service  of  my  ktag.    I  had  seen  many  regiSSJ  Lnd 

had  shed  much  blood  to  different  lands,  befoVe^u^  ^laUed 

me  to  toe  islands  of  toe  West  Indies.    There"  wa/mTlot 

•iflT/«?'°"*^*v°"  "^^^  °»«  ^^°'  ^  "me,  became  my 
wtfe  and  toe  mother  of  Cora.  She  was  toe  daugMw  o?J 
gentleman  of  toose  isles,  by  a  lady,  whose  misfortune  I? 
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wat,  If  you  wfll,"  said  the  old  man,  proudly, "  to  be  de- 
scended, remotely,  from  that  unfortunate  class,  who  are  so 
basely  enslaved  to  administer  to  the  wants  of  a  luxurious 
people  I  Ay,  sir,  that  is  a  curse  entailed  on  Scotland,  by 
her  unnatural  union  with  a  foreign  and  trading  people. 
But  could  I  find  a  man  among  them,  who  would  dare  to 
reflect  her  descent  on  my  chUd,  he  should  feel  the  weight 
of  a  father's  anger  I  Hal  Major  Heyward,  you  are  your- 
self  bom  at  the  south,  where  these  unfortunate  behigs  are 
considered  of  a  race  inferior  to  your  own  I  " 

"  'TU  most  unfortunately  true,  sfr,"  said  Duncan,  unable 
any  longer  to  prevent  his  eyes  from  sinkhig  to  the  floor  in 
embarrassment. 

"  And  you  cast  it  on  my  child  as  a  reproach !  You 
scorn  to  mingle  the  blood  of  the  Heywards  with  one  so 
degraded-^lovely  and  virtuous  though  she  be  ?  "  fiercely 
demanded  the  jealous  parent. 

"  Heaven  protect  me  from  a  prejudice  so  unworthy  of 
my  reason  I "  returned  Duncan,  at  the  same  Ume  conscious 
of  such  a  feelfaig,  and  that  as  deeply  rooted  as  if  it  had  been 
engrafted  hi  his  nature.    "  The  sweetness,  the  beauty,  the 
witchery  of  your  younger  daughter.  Colonel  Munro,  might 
explahi  my  motives,  without  hnpuUng  to  me  this  injustice." 
"  Ye  are  right,  sir,"  returned  the  old  man,  again  chang- 
hig  his  tones  to  those  of  gentleness,  or  rather  softness ; 
"  the  gh-1  is  the  hnage  of  what  her  mother  was  at  her  years] 
and  before  she  had  become  acquainted  with  grief.    When 
death  deprived  me  of  my  wife,  I  returned  to  ScoUand, 
enriched  by  the  marriage ;   and  would  you  think  it,  Dun- 
can?   the  suffering  angel  had  remained  to  the  hearUess 
state  of  celibacy  twenty  long  years,  and  that  for  the  sake 
of  a  man  who  could  forget  her  I    She  did  more,  sir ;   she 
overlooked  my  want  of  faith,  and  all  difficulUes  bemg  now 
removed,  she  took  me  for  her  husband." 

"  And  became  the  mother  of  AUce  ?  "  exclahned  Dun- 
can, with  an  eagerness  that  might  have  proved  dangerous 
at  a  moment  when  the  thoughU  of  Munro  were  less  occuoied' 
than  at  present.  ^ 

"  She  did,  faideed,"  said  the  old  man,  the  muscles  of 
hto  face  working  powerfuUy,  as  he  proceeded,  "  and  dearly 
did  she  pay  for  the  blessing  she  bestowed.  But  she  is  a 
saint  hi  heaven,  sir ;  and  it  iU  becomes  one  whose  foot 
rests  on  the  grave,  to  mourn  a  lot  so  blessed.    I  had  her 
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but  a  dngle  year,  though ;  a  short  term  of  happiness,  for 
one  who  had  seen  her  youth  fade  In  hopeless  pining  I  " 

There  was  something  commanding.  If  not  awful,  in  the 
dlstreM  of  the  old  man,  that  Heyward  did  not  dare  to 
venture  a  syllable  of  consolation.  Munro  sat  utterly  un- 
conscious of  the  other's  presence,  his  features  exposed  and 
working  with  the  anguish  of  his  regrets,  while  heavy  tears 
fell  from  his  eyes,  and  roUed  unheeded  from  his  cheeks  to 
the  floor.  At  length  he  moved,  as  if  suddenly  recovering 
his  recoUecUon ;  when  he  arose,  and  taking  a  single  turn 
across  the  room,  he  approached  his  companion  with  an  air 
of  high  military  grandeur,  and  demanded— 

"  Have  you  not.  Major  Heyward,  some  communication, 
that  I  should  hear,  from  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  ?  " 

Duncan  started,  in  his  turn,  and  hnmediatcly  con- 
menced,  in  an  embarrassed  voice,  to  repeat  the  half-fw- 
gotten  message.    It  is  unnecessary  to  dweU  upon  the  evasive 
though,  poUte,  manner  with  which  the  French  general  bad' 
eluded  every  attempt  of  Heyward  to  worm  from  Urn  the 
purport  of  the  communication  he  had  proposed  makiiM.  or 
on  the  decided,  though  still  poUshed  message,  by  which  he 
now  gave  his  enemy  to  understand    that  unless  he  chose 
to  receive  it  in  person,  he  should  not  receive  it  at  all.    As 
Munro  listened  to  the  lengthened  detaU  of  Duncan,  the  ex- 
cited feelings  of  the  father  graduaUy  gave  way  befon  the 
obligaUons  of  his  station,  and  when  the  other  was  done 
he  saw  before  him  nothing  but  the  veteran,  swelling  with 
the  wounded  feelings  of  a  soldier. 

"  You  have  said  enough,  Major  Heyward  I "  exdafaned 
the  angiy  old  man ;  "  enough  to  make  a  volume  of  com- 
mentary on  French  dviUty  1  Here  has  this  genUeman 
invited  me  to  a  conference,  and  when  I  send  him  a  capable 
subsUtute,  for  you're  aU  that,  Duncan,  though  your  yean 
are  but  few,  he  answers  me  with  a  riddle  I " 

"  He  may  have  thought  less  favourably  of  the  substitute 
my  dear  sir,"  returned  Duncan,  smiling ;  "  and  you  wili 
remember  that  the  invitation,  which  he  now  repeats,  was 
to  the  commandant  of  the  works,  tmd  not  to  his  second." 
"  Well,  sir,  is  not  a  substitute  clothed  with  all  the  power 
and  dignity  of  him  who  granU  the  commission  ?  He  wfches 
to  confer  with  Munro  I  Faith,  sir,  I  have  much  tocUnaUon 
to  indulge  the  man,  if  it  should  only  b«  to  let  him  behold 
Iha  flim  oountenance  we  maintain,  in  spite  of  hig  nxaabm 
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•nd  hit  sammoiii  f  There  ml^  b«  bo  bad  poUcy  la  sueb 
•  str(dce,  young  mux." 

Doncan,  who  believed  tt  of  the  last  importance,  that 
thqr  Mould  speedily  come  at  tt.e  contents  of  the  letter 
bMne  by  the  scout,  gWtty  encouraged  this  idea,  saying— 

"  Without  doubt,  he  could  gaiher  no  confidence  by  wlt- 
nesstog  our  indiiTerenee." 

"  You  never  said  truer  word.  I  could  wish,  sir,  dMt 
he  would  visit  the  works  in  open  day,  and  In  the  form  of  a 
storming  party :  that  is  the  least  f  aUIng  method  of  proving 
the  eountesiance  of  aa  enemy,  and  would  be  far  preferable 
to  tiw  haltering  system  he  has  chosen.  The  beauty  and 
manUness  of  warfare  has  been  much  deformed.  Major  Hey- 
ward,  by  the  arts  of  your  Monsieur  Vauban.  Our  ancestors 
were  far  above  such  scientific  cowardice  I  " 

'•  It  may  be  veiy  true,  sir ;  but  we  are  now  obliged  to 
repel  art  by  art  What  is  your  pleasure  in  the  matter  of 
the  interview  ?  " 

"  I  wIU  meet  the  Frenchman,  and  that  without  fear  or 
delay ;  promptly,  sir,  as  becomes  a  servant  of  my  royal 
master.  Go,  Major  Heyward,  and  give  them  a  flourish  of 
the  music,  and  send  out  a  messenger  to  let  them  know  who 
Is  coming.  We  will  foUow  with  a  smaU  guard,  for  such 
respect  is  due  to  one  who  holds  the  honour  of  his  Una  in 
keeping;  and  hark'ee,  Duncan,"  he  added,  in  a  half- 
whisper,  though  they  were  alone,  "  it  may  be  prudent  to 
have  some  aid  at  hand,  in  case  there  should  be  treacherv 
at  the  bottom  of  it  all."  w«twicry 

The  young  man  availed  himself  of  this  order  to  quit 
Uie  apartment ;  and,  as  the  day  was  fast  coming  to  a  dose, 
he  hastened  without  delay  to  make  the  necessary  arrange' 
ments.  A  very  few  mtoutes  only  were  necessary  to  parade 
a  Mw  flies,  and  to  despatch  an  orderly  with  a  flag,  to  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  the  commandant  of  the  fort  When 
Duncan  had  done  both  these,  he  led  the  guard  to  the  saUy- 
port,  near  which  he  found  his  superior  already  walthig  Wa 
appearance.  As  soon  as  the  usual  ceremonials  of  a  miUtarv 
departure  were  observed,  the  veteran,  and  his  more  youthfiU 
companion,  left  the  fortress,  attended  by  the  escort 

They  had  proceeded  only  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
works,  when  the  lltUe  array  which  attended  the  French 

^^Jl}!^SA^tuT7^  ***"  ^"'"8  '«>"»  the  hollow 
way  which  formed  the  bed  of  a  brooli  that  ran  between  the 
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batterlM  of  the  bwiegen  and  the  rt  Fhun  the  moment 
that  Mnmo  left  his  own  works  *  appear  In  front  of  his 
enemies,  hto  air  had  been  grand,  and  Us  step  and  coun- 
tenMieeWtfUymllltaiy.    The  Instant  he  caught  a  glimpse 

^?J^***i*  P*™*'  *****  ^"^^  *»  **•  *»*  «'  Montcahn,  his 
eye  lighted  with  the  consciousness  of  his  own  daring,  and 
age  no  longer  appeared  to  possess  any  taifluence  over  his 
vast  and  still  museular  person. 

"  Speak  to  the  boys  to  be  watchful,  sir,"  he  said,  hi  an 
undertone,  to  Duncan ;  "  and  to  look  well  to  their  illnU 
and  steel,  for  one  Is  never  safe  with  a  servant  of  these 
Louis ;  at  the  same  thne,  we  wlU  show  them  the  front  of 
men  In  deep  security.  Ye'U  understand  me,  Major  Hey- 
ward  I "  ^         "^ 

He  was  taiterrupted  by  the  clamour  of  a  drum  from  the 
^proacUng  Frenchmen,  which  was  hnmedlately  answered, 
when  Mch  party  pushed  an  orderly  In  advance,  hearing  a 
white  flag,  and  the  wary  Scotsman  halted,  with  his  guard 
dose  at  his  back.    As  soon  as  this  sUght  sidutaUon  had 
passed,  Montcabn   moved   towanis  them  with  a  quick 
but  graceful  step,  baring  his  head  to  the  veteran,  and 
dn^plng  his  spotless  plume  newly  to  the  earth  In  courtesy. 
If  the  air  of  Munro  was  more  commanding  and  manly  It 
wanted  both  the  ease  and  insinaatfaig  polish  of  the  French- 
man.   Neither  spoke  for  a  few  moments,  each  regarding 
the  other  with  curious  and  Interested  eyes.    Then,  as  be- 
came his  superior  rank,  and  the  nature  of  the  tatervlew 
Montcahn  first  broke  the  silence.    After  vHering  the  usual 
words  of  greeting  to  Munro,  he  turned  to  Duncan,  and 
continued,  with  a  smile  of  recognlUon,  q>eaklng  always  In 
French — 

"  I  am  rejoiced,  Monsieur,  that  you  haw  given  us  the 
pleasure  of  your  company  on  this  occasion.  There  wUl  be 
no  necessity  to  employ  an  ordinary  Interprets,  for  ta  your 
hands  I  feel  the  same  security  as  If  I  spoke  your  luuma« 
myself."  o-  8» 

Duncan  acknowledged  the  complfanent,  when  Montcalm, 
turning  to  his  guard,  which,  In  hnltation  of  that  of  their 
enemies,  pressed  dose  upon  him,  he  continued 

"  En  arrifire,  mes  enfans— il  fait  chaud ;  retires  vous 
un  peu." 

Before  Major  Heyward  would  hnitate  this  proof  of  con- 
fidence, he  glanced  his  eyes  around  the  plain,  and  behdd. 
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▼rai  oneadneM,  the  munerous  diuky  yw^M  of  titimi, 
▼ho  looked  out  from  the  margla  of  the  swroundlag  w*ods. 
curioai  q>ectaton  of  the  pendtag  Interview. 

"  Monsieur  de  Montcahn  wfll  readUy  acknowledge  tiM 
difference  of  our  eltaatlon,"  he  laid,  with  some  embarrass- 
ment, polnthig  at  Ike  same  time  towards  those  dMuerous 
foes  who  were  to  be  seen  in  ahnost  every  direction.  "  Were 
we  to  dismiss  our  guard,  we  should  stand  here  at  tM  mercv 
of  our  enemiw."  ^ 

"  Monsiev,  yon  have  the  plighted  faith  of  •  un  gentfl- 
honune  Fran?ais '  for  your  safety,"  returned  Montcahn,  lay- 
hig  his  hand  hnpressively  on  his  heart,  "and  it  should 
suffice." 

"  ^*  ■***"*  ^*^  back,"  Duncan  added  to  the  officer  who 
led  the  escort ;  fall  back,  air,  beyond  hearing,  and  wait  for 
orders." 

Mnnro  witnessed  this  movement  wtth  manifest  uneasi- 
ness, nor  did  he  faU  to  demand  an  instant  ex^natlon. 

"  Is  it  not  your  interest,  sir,  to  betray  no  distrust  ?  " 
retorted  Duncan.  "Monsieur  do  Montcalm  pledges  his 
word  for  our  safety,  and  I  have  ordered  the  men  to  with- 
draw a  UtUe,  hi  order  to  prove  how  much  we  depend  on 
his  assurance." 

"  It  may  be  all  right,  sfr,  but  I  have  no  over>vecning 
reliance  on  the  faith  of  these  marquesses,  or  marquis,  as 
they  call  themselves.  Thefa-  patents  of  nobility  are  too 
common,  to  be  certain  that  they  bear  the  seal  of  true 
honour." 

You  forget,  dear  sir,  that  we  confer  with  an  officer, 
<^u*taguished  alUte  in  Europe  and  America  for  his  deeds! 
I'rom  a  soldier  of  his  reputation,  we  can  have  noUunc  to 
apprehend."  * 

The  old  man  made  a  gesture  of  resignation,  though  his 
rigid  features  stiU  betrayed  his  obstinate  adherence  to  a 
distrust  which  he  derived  from  a  sort  of  hereditary  con- 
tempt of  his  enemy,  rather  than  from  any  present  signs, 
which  might  warrant  so  uncharitable  a  feeling.  Moetcahn 
waited  paUently  until  this  litUe  dialogue  in  demivoice  was 
ended,  when  he  drew  nigher,  and  opened  the  subject  of 
their  conference. 

"  I  have  solicited  this  interview  from  your  superior. 
Monsieur,"  he  said,  "  because  I  believe  he  will  allow  him- 
self to  be  persu^cd  that  he  has  already  done  e\'erythhig 
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which  b  necessaiT  for  the  bMwur  of  his  prince,  end  wfll 
now  Ibtm  to  ihe  admontUoitt  ef  humanity.  I  will  for  ever 
hear  teitlmoqr  that  hi.  mirtMoe  has  been  «dUmt!i3 
wu  eontlnued  so  long  as  tlMn  was  any  hope."^^ 

with  dignity,  but  with  onffldent  eanrtesy : 
Uon^irrJuV^  ^"^  "och  testimony  from  Monsieur 
mStS^'  "°"  ▼•taahle  when  it  shall  be  better 

The  Rrench  general  sadled,  as  Duncan  ga^e  Urn  the 
purport  of  this  reply,  and  observed—  "un  we 

"What  Is  now  so  freely  accorded  to  approved  conraae. 
may  be  refused  to  useless  obstinacy.  Monsieur  would  wfah 
to  see  my  camp,  and  witness,  for  himself,  our  numbers, 
and  toe  Impossibittty  of  resisting  them  with  success." 

I  know  that  the  ktag  of  France  is  weU  served,"  le- 

SfS^^fn'^^r!?  ?«»»«»«.  as  soon  as  Duncan  ended 
his  translaUon ;  "  but  ray  own  loyal  master  has  as  manv 
and  as  ialthful  troops."  ^ 

r«J  '^S?^!^^  f},  ^'  'wtanatdy  for  us."  said  Mont- 

^;J^?o"l!;f  ""i*'  *"  "!  "^°"'»  '°'  "»•  interpreter. 
There  is  a  destiny  in  war,  to  which  a  brave  man  knows 

h^  to  submit,  with  the  same  courage  that  he  faces  his 

m«f.?'S  ii.^T  Tf  *?'  *^**  Monsieur  Montcahn  was 
master  of  the  English,  I  would  have  spared  myself  the 
trouble  of  so  awkward  a  translaUon,"  said  the  vexed  Dun- 
2|^4^1y ;  remembering  InstanUy  his  recent  by-play  with 

«.ZZT.  ^fl,?*  'f""^'^"^'"  "Joined  the  Frenchman, 

"•S^^ic    ^^\  !il°"'  ^°  *PP^  °°  his  dark  cheek. 

There  is  a  vast  diflerence  between  understanding  and 

•peaking  a  foreign  tongue ;   you  wlH,  therefore,  please  to 

vnnr^.uf Ir  ,"*  "*  ^""f"^  Opportunity  of  reconnoitring 
your  works,  Messieurs,  and  I  am  possibly  as  well  acquainted 
with  their  weak  condlUon  as  you  can  be  yoursdves." 

H„Hc^^.  ,/«°''^  ^'°^'*^  "  ^  glasses  can  reach  to  the 
Hudson,  said  Munro,  proudly ;  "  and  If  he  knows  when 
and  where  te  expect  the  army  of  Webb  " 

th.",iim.^M"f  Y^^^  ^/?*'  °^  taterpreter."  returned 
the  po^lUc  Montcalm,  suddenly  extending  an  open  letter 
towards  Munro,  as  he  spoke;    "you  Im  thSS^  iSrn! 
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Aioniieur,  that  his  movement!  are  not  likely  to  provo 
embarrassing  to  my  army." 

The  veteran  seized  the  offered  paper  without  waiting 
for  Duncan  to  translate  the  speech,  and  with  an  eagerness 
tliat  hetrayed  how  important  he  deemed  its  contents.  As 
his  eye  passed  heavily  over  the  words,  his  eountenanco 
gradually  changed  from  its  look  of  military  pride  to  one  of 
deep  chagrin ;  his  lips  hegan  to  quiver ;  and,  as  he  suffered 
the  paper  to  fall  from  his  hand,  his  head  dropped  upon  his 
chest,  like  that  of  a  man  whose  hopes  were  all  withovd  at 
a  single  blow.  Duncan  caught  the  letter  from  the  ground, 
and,  without  apology  for  the  liberty  he  took,  he  read,  at 
a  glance,  its  cruel  purport  Their  common  superior,  so  far 
from  encouraging  them  to  resist,  advised  a  speedy  surrender, 
urging,  in  the  plainest  language,  as  a  reason,  the  utter  Im- 
possibility of  his  sending  a  single  man  to  their  rescue. 

"  Here  is  no  deception  t "  exdahned  Duncan,  examhi- 
ing  the  billet  both  hiside  and  out ;  "  this  Is  the  signatur* 
of  Webb,  and  must  be  the  captured  letter  I  " 

"  The  man  has  betrayed  me  I  "  Munro  at  length  bitterly 
exclaimed,  "  he  has  brought  dishonour  to  the  door  of  one 
where  disgrace  was  never  before  known  to  dwell,  and  sham* 
has  he  heaped  heavily  on  my  grey  hairs  1 " 

"  Say  not  so  I  "  cried  Duncan ;  "  we  are  yet  a^atten 
of  the  fort,  and  of  our  honour  t  Let  us  then  sell  our  lives 
at  such  a  rate,  as  shall  make  our  enemies  believe  the  pur> 
chase  too  dear  I  " 

"  Boy,  I  thank  thee  I "  exdaimed  the  tid  man,  roodng 
himself  from  his  stupor ;  "  you  have,  for  (mce,  reminded 
Munro  of  his  duty.  We  will  go  back,  and  dig  our  gravea 
behind  those  ramparts  !  " 

"  Messieurs,"  said  MMitcalm,  advancing  towards  them 
a  step,  in  his  generous  Interest ;  "  you  little  know  Louis 
de  St.  Veran,  if  you  believe  him  capable  of  profiting  by 
this  letter,  to  humble  Imive  men,  or  to  build  up  a  dis- 
honest reputation  for  himself.  Listen  to  my  terms  before 
you  leave  me." 

"  What  says  the  Frenchman  ?  "  demanded  the  veteran, 
sternly ;  "  does  he  make  a  merit  of  having  captured  a 
scout,  with  a  note  from  headquarters  ?  Sir,  he  had  better 
raise  this  siege,  and  go  to  sit  down  before  Edward,  if  he 
wishes  to  frighten  his  enemy  with  words  I  " 

Duncan  explained  the  other's  meaning. 
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••  MoMtow  de  Montcalm,  wt  wffl  hear  you."  the  vataran 
added,  moi»  calmly,  a«  Duncan  ended. 

"To  r^  the  fort  U  now  hnposdble,"  said  his  liberal 
JMBQ^  It  U  necessary  to  the  Interest  of  my  master  that 
It  should  be  destroyed ;   but,  as  for  yoursdJes,  and  your 

STbT^tdl""*'"  **  ~  '*'*''"'*•  d«»  to  •  "Oldto  that 
•'  Our  eelours  ?  "  demanded  Heyward. 
"  Carry  them  to  England,  and  show  them  to  your  kino." 
Our  arms  ? "  '  ** 

'•  Kwp  them  ;  none  can  use  than  better  I  *• 
„  9^  »"ch  ;   the  surrender  of  the  place  ?  " 
selve^^  ■"  ^°  *»»•  In  a  way  most  honourable  to  your- 
Duncan  now  turned  to  explain  these  proposals  to  his 

SZTth*";  ""^^  J*""2  ^*°*  '^"^  amazem^rSS  a  sen- 
sU,mty  that  was  deeply  touched  by  such  unusual  and  un- 
expected generosity.  ««•  »uiu  un 

..  ind^/r*  ^""*=t"''' »»«  «»«d ;  "  go  with  this  marquess, 

S.il1,!f t  ?f^"f!:  •**  *^°"^**  *»•  5  8°  to  W«  marquee,  and 
wange  It  all.    I  have  lived  to  see  two  things  to  my  old 

Sf .  ■  '.T""^  '  ^"^'"^^  "^^  '^  FrenchmanloB-feST^ 
profit  .by  his  advantajg  i  "  S2=?  juuaiMt  «* 

So  saying,  the  veteran  agahi  dropped  his  head  to  his 
chest,  and  returned  slowly  towards  the  iSrt,  exhlbittog  to  the 

H.  »«f^  ««nalned  to  setUe  the  terms  of  the  capitulation. 
He  was  seen  to  re-enter  the  works  during  the  first  watches 
^ti  ?h^^^^'  "»d  immediately  after  a  JrlvatHoiSerence 
with  the  commandant,  to  leave  them  again.    It  was  toen 

siS  ;T"r*l*^''  ^°^^"^"«'  ™"*t  ceVMunro  ha^^g 

Sif^^emr;  fh  S'  ""^^'^  "^^  ^^"''^  ^"  to  be  yielde?  t? 
the  enemy,  wi  h  the  morning ;  the  garrison  to  retain  their 

Sd^a^n'^'^r'  ""^'^^^  *»«88«««'  «»d  consequently, 
according  to  military  opinion,  their  honour. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 

Wmt*  w*  the  woof.    The  thnitd  ta  nma. 
Hm  w«b  ii  woT«i    Tlw  week  ta  doiMr^ 

Thb  hostfle  armies,  who  lay  In  the  wfldi  of  the  Horlcan. 
passed  the  night  of  the  ninth  of  August,  1757,  much  In 
the  manner  that  would  have  prevailed,  had  they  encoun- 
tered on  the  fairest  field  of  Europe.  While  the  conquered 
were  stlD,  sullen,  and  dejected,  the  victors  triumphed.  But 
there  are  limlU  alike  to  grief  and  joy ;  and  long  before  the 
dead  watches  of  the  morning  came,  the  stlUneu  of  those 
boundless  woods  was  only  broken  by  a  gay  call  by  some 
exulting  young  Frenchman  of  the  advanced  plqueU,  or  a 
menacing  challenge  from  the  fort,  which  sternly  forbade  the 
approach  of  any  hostile  footsteps  before  the  sUpulated 
moment  should  arrive.  Even  these  occasional  threatening 
sounds  ceased  to  be  heard  in  that  duU  hour  which  precedes 
the  day,  at  which  period  a  listener  might  have  sought.  In 
vain,  any  evidence  of  the  presence  of  those  aimed  powers, 
that  then  slumbered  on  the  shores  of  the  "  hriy  lake." 

It  was  during  these  momenU  of  deep  siknce,  that  the 
canvas  which  concealed  the  entrance  to  a  spMious  marquee, 
in  the  French  encampment,  was  shoved  aside,  and  a  man 
issued  from  beneath  the  drapery  into  tlw  open  air.  Ha 
was  enveloped  in  a  cloak  that  might  have  been  Intended 
as  a  protection  from  the  chUUng  damps  of  the  woods,  but 
which  served  equally  weU,  as  a  manUe,  to  conceal  his 
person.  He  was  permitted  to  pass  the  grenadier,  who 
watched  over  the  slumbers  of  the  French  commMider,  with- 
out interrupUon,  the  man  making  the  usual  sidute,  which 
betokens  military  deference,  as  the  other  iMssed  swifUy 
through  the  Uttle  city  of  twits,  in  the  directm  of  Wllliain 
Henry.  Whenever  this  uidcnown  individual  encauntered 
one  of  the  numberiess  sentinels,  who  crossed  his  path,  his 
answer  was  prompt  and,  as  it  appeared,  satisfactory :  for 
ha  was  uniformly  aUowed  to  proceed,  without  further  In- 
terrogation* 
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With  Ui«  •zeeption  of  neh  rq>eated,  but  brief,  fntcfw 
ruptions,  iM  had  moved  lUently  from  tbo  centre  of  tbo 
camp  to  Its  meet  advanced  outpoets,  when  he  drew  nlgb 
the  soldier  who  held  his  watch  nearest  to  the  works  of  the 
enemy.   As  he  approached,  ha  was  received  with  the  usual 
challenge   ■ 
"Qui  Vive?" 
"  France  " — ^was  the  rqdy. 
"Lemotd'ordret" 

"  La  victolre,"  said  the  other,  drawing  so  nlgb  as  to 
be  heard  In  a  load  whisper. 

'*  C'est  blen,"  returned  the  sentlnd,  throwing  his  musket 
firom  the  diarge  to  his  shoulder ;  "  vous  vous  promenez 
bien  matin.  Monsieur  i  " 

"  n  est  nteessalre  d'etre  vigilant,  mon  enfant, "  the  other 
obeerved,  droppfaig  a  fold  of  his  cloak,  and  looking  the 
soldier  close  In  the  face,  as  he  passed  him,  still  continuing 
his  way  towards  the  Britisb  fortification.  The  man  started : 
ia»  arms  rattled  heavfly  as  he  threw  them  forward,  in  the 
lowest  and  most  respectful  salute ;  and  when  he  had  again 
recovered  hig  piece  he  turned  to  walk  bis  post,  mutterlna 
between  his  teeth^ 

"  n  laut  <tre  vlgflant,  en  vitiii  I  Je  crols  que  nous 
avons  14,  un  caporal  qui  ne  dort  Jamais  I " 

The  officer  proceeded  without  affecting  to  hear  the 
words  which  escaped  the  sentinel  in  his  surprise ;  nor  did 
he  again  pause  until  he  bad  reached  the  low  strand,  and  in 
a  somewhat  dangerous  vicinity  to  the  western  water  bastion 
of  the  fort  The  light  of  an  obscured  moon  was  Just  sufiJdent 
to  render  objects,  though  dim,  perceptible  in  their  outlines. 
He,  therefore,  took  the  precaution  to  place  himself  against 
the  trunk  of  a  tree,  where  he  leaned  for  many  minutes, 
and  seemed  to  contemplate  the  dark  and  silent  mounds  of 
the  En^sh  works  in  profound  attention.  His  gaze  at  the 
ramparts  was  not  that  of  a  curious  or  idle  spectator ;  but 
his  looks  wandered  flrom  point  to  point,  denoting  his  know- 
ledge of  military  usages,  and  betraying  that  his  search  was 
not  unaccompanied  by  distrust  At  length  he  appeared 
batisfled;  and  having  rast  his  eyes  impatiently  upward, 
towrjrds  the  summit  of  the  eastern  mountain,  as  if  antici- 
pating the  approach  of  the  morning,  he  was  in  the  act  of 
turning  on  his  footsteps,  when  a  light  sound  on  the  nearest 
angle  of  the  bastion  caught  his  ear  and  induced  him  to  remain. 
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Juft  then  a  flgurt  wm  mcb  to  approach  th«  adgs  of 
th*  rampart,  whert  It  itood,  apparently  eontampUitiiig  la 
Ita  turn  tha  distant  tents  of  the  French  encampment  Ita 
bead  wae  then  turned  towards  the  east,  m  though  aqnally 
anxtons  f«r  the  appearance  of  U^t,  idien  the  form  leaned 
against  the  moxmd,  and  seemed  to  gaze  upon  the  glassy 
expanse  of  the  waters,  which,  like  a  submarine  firmament, 
glittered  with  Its  thousand  mhnic  stars.  The  melancholy 
air,  the  hour,  together  with  the  vast  frame  of  the  man  who 
thus  leaned.  In  musing,  against  the  English  ramparts,  left 
no  doubt  as  to  his  person.  In  the  mind  of  the  observant 
spectator.  Delicacy,  no  less  than  prudence,  now  urged  him 
to  retire ;  and  he  had  moved  cautiously  round  the  body 
of  the  tree  for  that  purpose,  when  another  sound  drew  his 
attention,  and  once  more  arrested  his  footsteps.  It  was  a 
low  and  almost  Inaudible  movement  of  the  water,  and  wae 
sHceee<led  by  a  grating  of  pebbles  one  against  the  other. 
In  a  moment,  he  saw  a  dark  form  rise,  as  It  were,  out  of 
tbe  lake,  and  steal,  without  further  noise,  to  the  land,  with- 
tai  a  few  feet  of  the  place  where  he  himself  stood.  A  rifle 
next  slondy  rose  between  his  eyes  and  the  watery  mirror;  but 
before  It  could  be  discharged,  his  own  hand  was  on  the  lock. 

"  Hugh  I "  exclaimed  the  savage,  whose  treacherous  aim 
was  so  singularly  and  so  unexpectedly  Interrupted. 

Without  making  any  reply,  the  French  officer  laid  his 
hand  on  the  shoulder  of  the  Indian,  and  led  him  In  pro- 
found silence  to  a  distance  fh>m  the  spot,  where  their  sub- 
sequent d'alogue  might  have  proved  dangerous,  and  where. 
It  seemed,  that  one  of  them,  at  least,  sought  a  victim. 
Then,  throwing  open  his  cloak,  so  as  to  expose  his  unlfonn, 
and  the  cross  of  St.  Louis,  which  was  suspended  at  his 
breast,  Montcalm  sternly  demanded — 

"  What  means  this  ?  does  not  my  son  know  that  the 
hatchet  Is  buried  between  the  English  and  his  Canadian 
fatlier  ?  " 

"What  can  the  Hurons  do?"  returned  the  savage, 
speaking  also,  though  imperfectly,  In  the  French  language. 
"Not  a  warrior  has  a  scalp,  and  the  pale-faces  make 
friends  I " 

"Hat  le  Renard  SubtU  I  Methlnks  this  Is  an  excess  of 
t^<'\  for  a  friend,  who  was  so  late  an  enemy  I  How  many 
St  ns  have  set  since  le  Renard  struck  the  war  post  of  the 
iingUsh  1'* 
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"  Where  Is  that  sun  7  "  demanded  the  sullen  savage 
"  Behind  the  hill ;  and  It  Is  dark  and  cold.  But  when  he 
conies  again  It  will  be  bright  and  warm.  Le  Subtil  is  the 
sun  of  his  tribe.  There  have  been  clouds  and  many  moun- 
tains between  him  and  his  nation ;  but  now  he  shines,  and 
it  is  a  dear  sky  1 " 

"That  le  Renard  has  power  with  his  people,  I  well 
know,"  said  Montcalm ;  "  for  yesterday  he  hunted  for  their 
scalps,  and  to-day  they  hear  him  at  the  councU-fire  I " 
"  Magua  is  a  great  chief  I  " 

"  Let  hfan  prove  It  by  teaching  his  nation  how  to  con- 
duct towards  our  new  friends  I  " 

"  Why  did  the  chief  of  the  Canadas  bring  his  young 
men  into  the  woods,  and  flre  his  cannon  at  yonder  earthen 
house  7  "  demanded  the  siibtle  Indian. 

"  To  subdue  it  My  master  owns  the  land,  and  your 
father  was  ordered  to  drive  off  these  En^sh  squatters. 
They  have  consented  to  go,  and  now  he  calls  them  enemies 
no  longer." 

"  'Tis  well.    Magua  took  the  hatchet  to  colour  it  with 

blood.    It  Is  now  bright ;  when  it  is  red,  it  shall  be  buried." 

"  But  Magua  is  pledged  not  to  sully  the  lilies  of  France. 

The  enemies  of  the  great  king  across  the  salt  lake  are  his 

enemies ;  his  friends  the  friends  of  the  Hurons." 

"  Friends  I  "  repeated  the  Indian,  in  bitter  scorn.  "  Let 
his  father  give  Magua  a  hand." 

Montcalm,  who  felt  that  his  influence  over  the  warlike 
tribes  he  had  gathered  was  to  be  maintained  by  concession 
rather  than  by  power,  complied,  reluctantly,  with  the  other's 
request.  The  savage  placed  the  finger  of  the  French  com- 
mander on  a  deep  scar  in  his  bosom,  and  then  exultingly 
demanded — 

"  Does  my  father  know  that  7  " 
"  What  warrior  does  not  7  'Us  where  the  leaden  bullet 
has  cut" 

"  And  this  I "  continued  the  Indian,  who  had  turned 
his  naked  back  to  the  other,  his  body  being  without  its 
usual  calico  mantle. 

"  This  I— my  son  has  been  sadly  injured  here  I  who 
has  done  this  7  " 

"  Magua  slept  hard  in  the  English  wigwams,  and  the 
sticks  have  left  their  mark,"  returned  the  savage,  with  a 
hollow  laugh,  which   did   not,  nor  could  not,  however, 
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conceal  the  fierce  temper  that  nearly  choked  him.  Then 
recollecting  himself,  with  sudden  and  native  dignity,  he 
added :  "  Go ;  teach  your  young  men,  it  is  peace  I  le 
Renard  Subtil  knows  how  to  speak  to  a  Huron  warrior  !  " 

Without  deigning  to  bestow  farther  words,  or  to  wait 
for  any  answer,  the  savage  cast  his  rifle  into  the  hollow  of 
his  arm,  and  moved  silently  through  the  encampment  to- 
wards Uie  woods,  where  his  own  tribe  was  known  to  lie. 
Every  few  yards,  as  he  proceeded,  he  was  challenged  by 
the  sentinels ;  but  he  stalked  sullenly  onward,  utterly  dis- 
regarding the  summons  of  the  soldiers,  who  only  spared  his 
life,  because  they  knew  the  air  and  tread,  no  less  than  the 
obstinate  daring,  of  an  Indian. 

Montcalm  lingered  long  and  melancholy  on  the  strand, 
where  he  had  been  left  by  his  companion,  brooding  deeply 
on  the  temper  which  his  ungovernable  ally  had  just  dis- 
covered. Already  had  his  fair  fame  been  tarnished  by  one 
horrid  scene,  and  in  circumstances  fearfully  resembling  those 
under  which  he  now  found  himself.  As  he  mused,  he  be- 
came keenly  sensible  of  the  deep  responsibility  they  assume, 
who  disregard  the  means  to  attain  their  end,  and  of  all 
the  danger  of  setting  in  motion  an  engine,  which  it  exceeds 
human  power  to  control.  Then  shaking  off  a  train  of  re- 
flections, that  he  accounted  a  weakness  in  such  a  moment 
of  triumph,  he  retraced  his  steps  towards  his  tent,  giving 
the  order  as  he  passed  to  make  the  signal  that  should  call 
the  army  from  its  slumbers. 

The  first  tap  of  the  French  drums  was  echoed  from  the 
bosom  of  the  fort ;  and  presently  the  valley  was  filled  with 
the  strains  of  martial  music,  rising  long,  thrUling,  and  lively 
above  the  rattling  accompaniment.  The  horns  of  the  victors 
sounded  merry  and  cheerful  flourishes,  untU  the  last  laggard 
of  the  camp  was  at  his  post ;  but  the  instant  the  British 
fifes  had  blown  their  shrill  signal,  they  became  mute.  In 
the  meantime  the  day  had  dawned,  and  when  the  line  of  the 
French  army  was  ready  to  receive  its  general,  the  rays  of 
a  brilliant  sun  were  glancing  along  its  glittering  array.  Then 
that  success  which  was  already  so  well  known  was  officially 
announced  ;  the  favoured  band  who  were  selected  to  guard 
the  gates  of  the  fort  were  detailed,  and  defiled  before  their 
chief ;  the  signal  of  their  approach  was  given,  and  all  the 
usual  preparations  for  a  change  of  masters  were  ordered 
and  executed  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  contested  works. 
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heat#ri  hif  ♦h.rr  ♦  P**r^  "*•  "en  whose  blood  had  been 

tt.y  looked  „p  X  p^u'cSiS^"-  '"  *"»  con„t«,«,«. 
Munro  appeared  among  his  sUent  troon«  fl««   k  *  ^ 

fortune  with  the  port  of  a  man  "uswu  his  mis- 

henowp^A^edfolhe^de^f  tttlYSi^^^^^^     '"^  "»^ 
particular  he  might  senre  him  "*"'  *"  ^°^  ^  ^^«* 

•"  ?nn?h  **'**'"%  ''"*  ^^"^  ^'^«''  »>«t  expressive  reolv 
for  ^b^rcon^^Sce  7^"  "°'  ""^^^"^-^  aiready^iL'ade 

the  vSe«n^  "^  th'if  *  *°'^'":'  ^^^^^  Heyward."  said 
^veteran.       AU  that  you  see  here  claim  alilce  to  be  my 

found  them  on  the  threshold  of  the  low  iSfl«.  fSl  ?*    "* 

cheek.  oJ  Cora  ^renivl  Li  k''"'""^-    though  the 
|..d  ,ost  nt^oX-l'^n"^  f  buTtt  '"To^Sr-  "" 

J^  Diiisirz;  r"^'^.""'  y™"*  ■»»"  Witt  uS 

IW«d^Ie«„r.  J  the  former,  for  .  novdty,  betog  u..  ^ 
Tit  brighter  than  ever  I    But.  dearest  Miu  Munio, 
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it  is  time  to  think  less  of  others,  and  to  make  scine  pro^ 
vision  for  yourself.  Military  usage — ^pride — that  pride  on 
which  you  so  much  value  yourself— demands  that  your 
father  and  I  should,  for  a  little  while,  continue  with  tiie 
troops.  Then  where  to  seek  a  proper  protector  for  you, 
against  the  confusion  and  chance  of  such  a  scene  I  " 

"  None  is  necessary,"  returned  Cora ;  "  who  will  dare  to  in- 
Jureorinsult  the  daughter  of  such  a  father,  at  a  tbne  like  this?" 

"  I  would  not  leave  you  alone,"  continued  the  youth, 
looking  about  him  in  a  hurried  manner,  "  for  the  command 
of  the  best  regiment  in  the  pay  of  the  king  I  Remember, 
our  Alice  is  not  gifted  with  all  your  flmmess,  and  God  only 
knows  the  terror  she  might  endure." 

"  You  may  be  right,"  Cora  replied,  smOing  again,  but 
far  more  sadly  than  before.  "  Listen ;  chance  has  already 
sent  us  a  friend  when  he  is  most  needed." 

Duncan  did  listen,  and  on  the  instant  comprehended 
her  meaning.  The  low  and  serious  sounds  of  the  sacred 
music,  so  well  known  to  the  eastern  provinces,  caught  his 
ear,  and  instantly  drew  him  to  an  apartment  in  an  adjacent 
^  uild^ng,  which  had  already  been  deserted  by  its  customary 
tcanti.  lliere  he  found  David  pouring  out  his  pious  feel- 
ings, through  the  only  medium  in  which  he  ever  indulged. 
Duncan  waited  until,  by  the  cessation  of  the  movement  of 
the  hand  he  believed  the  strain  was  ended,  when,  by  touch- 
ing his  shoulder,  he  drew  the  attention  of  the  other  to  him- 
self, and  in  a  few  words  explained  his  wishes. 

"  Even  so,"  replied  the  single-irinded  disciple  of  the 
King  of  Israel,  when  the  young  man  had  ended ;  "  I  have 
found  much  that  is  comely  and  melodious  in  the  maidens, 
and  It  is  fitting  that  we,  who  have  consorted  in  so  much 
peril,  should  abide  together  in  peace.  I  will  attend  them, 
when  I  have  completed  my  moiiung  praise,  to  which  nothing 
is  cow  wanting  but  the  doxology.  Wilt  thou  bear  a  part, 
<end  ?  The  metre  is  common,  and  the  tune  known  as 
jiouthweU.' " 

Then,  extending  the  little  volume,  and  giving  the  pitch 
of  the  air,  anew,  with  considerate  attention,  David  recom- 
menced and  finished  his  strains,  with  a  fixedness  of  manner 
that  it  was  not  easy  to  interrupt.  Heyward  was  fain  to 
wait  until  the  verse  was  ended ;  when  seeing  David  reliev- 
ing himself  from  the  spectacles,  and  replacing  the  book,  he 
continued — 
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#1.  '» 'i^^_5f  J**"'  **"'y  ^  ««•  *^«*  none  dwe  to  apDroaeh 

2.U"2l^'^'^  rj  ™^'  *"**""^''  o'  to  Offer  tafiS  or 
tauntat  the  misfortune  of  their  brave  father.    In  thtatarir 

"  It  is  possible  that  the  Indians  and  stracdera  of  th* 

ITZ  "SZ^lTf: '  *"  .T^^';  ^«^«'  y-  -^  r?m7nd 'th^ 

or  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  and  threaten  to  reuort 
thefr  conduct  to  Montcalm.    A  word  will  sufflce."       ^ 
P^hiKHw  k.  have  that  here  which  shall,"  returned  David 
exhftltlng  his  book,  with  an  air  In  which  meekne«  InH 
confidence  were  singularly  blended.  "  iTriL^^^ 
uttered,  or  rather  thundered,  with  proper  emDhas^T  Tnrt  ?« 
measured  time,  shall  quiet  the  mosTu^i^,7femp:r- 
"'Why  rage  the  heathen  furiously?"— 

mai  we  snould  now  assume  our  respective  duties" 

Gamut  cheerfully  assented,  and  together  theJlmm^Hi 
ately  sought  the  maidens.  Cora  recdved  her  nJS!?; 
somewhat  extraordinary,  protector  co^tu^J  TleT- 
and  even  the  pallid  features  of  Alice  lighted  again  ^tn 
some  of  their  native  archness,  as  she  thanked  He^Ld  for 
his  care.  Duncan  took  occasion  to  assurathpT^  i,  J 
done  the  best  that  circumstances  pemiS!  and^as  he  b'e' 
lleved,  quite  enough  for  the  security  of  their  feel^J«.  ni 
danger  there  was  none.  He  then  s^eXdly  ^f  his'  fa 
tenUon  o  rejoin  them  the  moment  he  had  led  the  advan^ 
a  few  miles  towards  the  Hudson,  and  immedlatS;  ?ook  hte 

«n/tL*K'  ?"M***  ^^^^  °'  departure  had  been  given 

slste,?started  ft  th'  ^"^j^**  '^°'"""  ^^»  ^"  motion.^^e 
sisters  started  at  the  sound,  and  glancinc  their  evp*  am„«H 

they  saw  the  white  uniforms  of  the  Fr^ch  ^eS„  who 
had  ah^ady  taken  possession  of  the  gates  Ke  fort  At 
that  moment  an  enormous  cloud  seemed  to  pass  suddenVv 
j*ove  their  heads,  and  looWng  upward,  therdlscovered 
.UndX'*;r'::!.ce"^^^'  ""^  "^^^  '°^^»  of^thf  SXss 

for  ;f  Vu'dfro'ffn  ^E?S/sh7^e?i^.^  ^^^^  «  ''  ^»- 
Alice  dung  to  the  arm  of  her  sister,  and  together  they 
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left  the  parade,  accompanied  by  the  moving  throng,  that* 
•till  surrounded  them. 

As  they  passed  the  gates,  the  French  officers,  who  had 
learned  their  rank,  bowed  often  and  low,  forbearing,  how- 
ever, to  intrude  those  attentions,  which  they  saw,  with 
peculiar  tact,  might  not  be  ugreeable.  As  every  vehicle, 
and  each  beast  of  burthen,  was  occupied  by  the  sick  and 
wounded,  Cora  had  decided  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  a  foot 
march,  rather  than  interfere  with  thehr  comforts.  Indeed, 
many  a  maimed  and  feeble  soldier  was  compelled  to  drag 
his  exhausted  Ihnbs  in  the  rear  of  the  columns,  for  the  want 
of  the  necessary  means  of  conveyance  in  that  wUdemess. 
The  whole,  however,  was  in  motion ;  the  weak  and  wounded, 
groaning,  and  in  suffering ;  theh*  comrades,  silent  and  sullen ; 
and  the  women  and  children  in  terror,  though  they  knew 
not  of  what. 

As  the  confused  and  timid  throng  left  the  protecting 
mounds  of  the  fort,  and  issued  on  the  open  plain,  the  whole 
scene  was  at  once  presented  to  their  eyes.  At  a  little  dis- 
tance on  the  right,  and  somewhat  in  the  rear,  the  French 
army  stood  to  thehr  arms,  Montcalm  having  collected  his 
parties,  so  soon  as  his  guards  had  possession  of  the  works. 
They  were  attentive,  but  sUent,  observers  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  vanquished,  failbig  to  none  of  the  stipulated 
military  honours,  and  offering  no  taunt  or  insult,  to  their 
success,  to  theh"  less  fortunate  foes.  Living  masses  of  the 
English,  to  the  amount,  to  the  whole,  of  near  three  thousand, 
were  movtog  slowly  across  the  plain,  towards  the  common 
centre,  and  gradually  approached  each  other,  as  they  con- 
verged to  the  potat  of  their  march,  a  vista  cut  through  the 
lofty  trees,  where  the  road  to  the  Hudson  entered  the  forest. 
Along  the  sweeping  borders  of  the  woods  hung  a  dark  cloud 
of  savages,  eyetag  the  passage  of  their  enemies,  and  hover- 
ing at  a  distance,  like  vultures,  who  were  only  kept  from 
stooptag  on  their  prey  by  the  presence  and  restraint  of  a 
superior  army.  A  few  had  straggled  among  the  conquered 
columns,  where  they  stalked  to  sullen  discontent ;  atten- 
tive, though,  as  yet,  passive  observers  of  all  that  moving 
multitude. 

The  advance,  with  Heyward  at  Its  head,  had  already 
reached  the  defile,  and  was  slcwly  disappearing,  when  the 
attention  of  Cora  was  drawn  to  a  collection  of  stragglers, 
by  the  sounds  of  contention.     A  truant  provtocial  wa» 


tr. 


190 


THE  LAST      F  THE  MOHICANS 


% 


paying  the  forfeit  of  his  disobedience,  by  being  plundered  of 
those  very  effects  which  had  caused  him  to  desert  his  place 
In  the  ranlcs.  The  man  was  of  powerful  frame,  and  too 
avaricious  U  part  with  his  goods  without  a  struggle.  In- 
dividuals from  either  party  interfered  ;  the  one  side  to  pre- 
.  vent,  and  the  other  to  aid,  in  the  robbery.  Voices  grew 
loud  and  angry,  and  a  hundred  savages  appeared,  as  it 
were  by  magic,  where  a  dozen  only  had  been  seen  a  few 
minutes  before.  It  was  then  that  Cora  saw  the  form  of 
Magua,  gliding  among  his  countrymen,  and  speaking  with 
his  fatal  and  artful  eloquence.  The  mass  of  women  and 
diildren  stopped,  and  hovered  together,  Ul'e  alarmed  and 
fluttering  birds.  But  the  cupidity  of  the  Indian  was  soon 
gratified,  and  the  different  bodies  again  moved  slowly  on- 
ward. 

The  savages  now  fell  back,  and  seemed  content  to  let 
their  enemies  advance  without  further  molestation.  But 
«•  the  female  crowd  approached  them,  the  gaudy  colours 
of  a  shawl  attracted  the  eyes  of  a  wild  and  untutored  Huron. 
He  advanced  to  seize  it,  without  the  least  hesitation.  The 
woman,  more  in  terror  than  through  love  of  the  ornament, 
wrapped  her  child  in  the  coveted  article,  and  folded  both 
moLj  closely  to  her  bosom.  Cora  was  in  the  act  of  speak- 
ing, with  an  intent  to  advise  the  woman  to  abandon  the 
trifle,  when  the  savage  relinquished  his  hold  of  the  shawl 
and  tore  the  screaming  hifant  from  her  arms.  Abandoning 
everytUng  t«  the  greedy  grasp  of  those  around  her,  the 
mother  darted,  with  distraction  in  her  mien,  to  reclaim  her 
child.  The  Indian  smiled  grhnly,  and  extended  one  hand, 
in  sign  of  wiUingness  to  exchange,  whUe  with  the  other  he 
flourished  the  babe  over  his  head,  holding  it  by  the  feet,  as 
if  to  enhance  th«  value  of  the  ransom. 

"Here— here— there— all— any— everything!"  exclaimed 
the  breathless  woman  ;  tearing  the  lighter  articles  of  dress 
from  her  person,  with  ill-directed  and  trembling  fingers — 
"  take  all,  but  give  me  my  babe  I  " 

The  savage  spumed  the  worthless  rags,  and  pprceivlng 
that  the  shawl  had  ah-eady  become  a  prize  to  another,  his 
bantering  but  sullen  smile  changing  to  a  gleam  of  ferocity, 
he  dashed  the  head  of  the  infant  against  a  rock,  and  cast 
Its  quivering  remains  to  her  very  feet  For  an  instant  tlie 
mother  stood,  like  a  statue  of  despair,  looking  wUdly  down 
at  the  unseemly  object,  which  had  so  lately  nestled  hi  her 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


191 


bosom  acd  smfled  in  her  face ;  a^d  then  she  raised  her 
eyes  and  countenance  towards  heaven,  as  if  calling  on  God 
to  curse  the  perpetrator  of  the  foul  deed.  She  was  spared 
the  sin  of  such  a  prayer ;  for,  maddened  at  his  disappoint- 
ment, and  excited  by  the  sight  of  blood,  the  Huron  merci- 
fully drove  his  tomahawk  into  her  own  brain.  The  mother 
sunk  under  the  blow,  and  fcU,  grasping  at  her  child,  in 
death,  with  the  same  engrossing  love  that  had  caused  her 
to  cherish  it  when  living. 

At  that  dangerous  moment  Magua  placed  his  hands  to 
his  mouth,  and  raised  the  fatal  and  appalling  whoop.  The 
scattered  Indians  started  at  the  well  known  cry,  as  coursers 
bound  at  the  signal  to  quit  the  goal ;  and  directly,  there 
arose  such  a  yell  along  the  plain,  and  through  the  arches  of 
the  woods,  as  seldom  burst  from  human  lips  before.  They 
who  heard  it  listened  with  a  curdling  horror  at  the  heart, 
little  hiferlor  to  that  dread  which  may  be  expected  to  attend 
the  blasts  of  the  final  summons. 

More  than  two  thousand  raging  savages  broke  from  the 
forest  at  the  signal,  and  threw  themselves  across  the  fatal 
plain  with  instinctive  alacrity.  We  shall  not  dwell  on  the 
revolting  horrors  that  succeeded.  Death  was  everywhere, 
and  in  his  most  terrific  and  disgusting  aspects.  Resistance 
only  served  to  hillame  the  murderers,  who  taiflicted  their 
furious  blows  long  after  their  victhns  were  beyond  the  power 
of  th-ir  resentment.    The  flow  of  blood  might  be  likened 
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-caking  of  a  gushing  torrent ;  and  as  the  natives 
uted  and  maddened  by  the  sight,  many  among 
kneeled  to  the  earth,  and  drank  freely,  uxuIUngly, 
ot  the  crimson  tide. 

trained  bodies  of  the  troops  threw  themselves 
quickly  tato  solid  masses,  endeavouring  to  awe  their  assail- 
ants by  the  imposing  appearance  of  a  military  front.  The 
experiment  in  some  measure  succeeded,  though  far  too 
many  suHered  their  unloaded  muskets  to  be  torn  from  their 
hands,  in  the  vato  hope  of  appeasing  the  savages. 

In  such  a  scene,  none  had  leisure  to  note  the  fleeting 
moments.  It  might  have  been  ten  minutes  (it  seemed  an 
age)  that  the  sisters  had  stood  riveted  to  one  spot,  horror- 
stricken,  and  nearly  helpless.  When  the  first  blow  was 
struck,  thehr  screaming  companions  had  pressed  upon  them 
in  a  body,  rendering  flight  hnpossible ;  and  now  that  fear 
or  death  had  scattered  most,  if  not  all,  from  around  them. 
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they  Mw  no  avenue  open,  but  such  as  conducted  to  the 
tomahawks  of  their  foes.  On  every  side  arose  shrieks, 
groans,  exhortations,  and  curses.  At  this  moment,  Alice 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  vast  form  of  her  father,  moving 
rapidly  across  the  plain.  In  the  direction  of  the  French 
army.  He  was  in  truth  proceeding  to  Montcalm,  fearless 
of  every  danger,  to  claim  the  tardy  escort,  for  which  he 
had  before  conditioned.  Fifty  glittering  axes  and  barbed 
spears  were  offered  unheeded  at  his  life,  but  the  savages 
respected  his  rank  and  calmness,  even  In  their  greatest  fury. 
The  dangerous  weapons  were  brushed  aside  by  the  still 
nervous  arm  of  the  veteran,  or  fell  of  themselves,  after 
menacing  an  act  that  it  would  seem  no  one  had  courage  to 
perform.  Fortunately  the  vindictive  Magua  was  search- 
ing his  vlctbn  in  the  very  band  the  veteran  had  Just  quitted. 

"  Father— father^we  are  here  I  "  shrieked  Alice,  as  he 
passed  at  '^o  great  distance,  without  appearing  to  heed 
them.    "  Come  to  us,  father,  or  we  die  I  " 

The  cry  was  repeated,  and  In  terms  and  tones  that 
might  have  melted  a  heart  of  stone,  but  U  was  unanswered. 
Once,  Indeed,  the  old  man  appeared  to  catch  the  sounds, 
for  he  paused  and  listened ;  but  Alice  had  dropped  sense- 
less on  the  earth,  and  Cora  had  sunk  at  her  side,  hovering, 
In  untiring  tenderness,  over  her  lifeless  form.  Munro  shook 
his  head  in  disappointment,  and  proceeded,  bent  on  the 
high  duty  of  his  responsible  station. 

"  Lady,"  said  Gamut,  who,  helpless  and  useler  as  he 
was,  had  not  yet  dreamed  of  deserting  his  trust,  "  it .»  the 
Jubilee  of  the  devils,  and  this  not  a  meet  place  for  Christians 
to  tarry  in.    Let  us  up  and  fly  I  " 

"  Go,"  said  Cora,  still  gazing  at  her  unconscious  sister ; 
"  save  thyself.    To  me  thou  canst  not  be  of  further  use." 

David  comprehended  the  unyielding  character  of  her 
resolution,  by  the  simple  but  expressive  gesture  that  ac- 
companied her  words.  He  gazed  for  a  moment  at  the  dusky 
forms  that  were  acting  their  hellish  rites  on  every  side  of 
him,  and  his  tall  person  grew  mere  erect,  while  his  chest 
heaved,  and  every  feature  swelled,  and  seemed  to  speak 
with  the  power  of  the  feeUngs  by  which  he  was  governed. 

"  If  the  Jewish  boy  might  tame  the  evil  spirit  of  Saul 
by  the  sound  of  his  harp,  and  the  words  of  sacred  song,  it 
may  not  be  amiss,"  he  said,  *'  to  try  the  potency  of  music 
here." 
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Then  raising  his  voice  to  lU  highest  tones,  he  poured 
out  a  strain  so  powerful  m  to  be  heard,  even  amid  the  din 
of  that  bloody  field.  More  than  one  savage  rushed  towards 
them,  thinking  to  rifle  the  unprotected  sisters  of  their  atllw, 
and  bear  away  their  scalps ;  but  when  they  found  thto 
strange  and  unmoved  flg'»re  riveted  to  his  post,  they  paused 
to  listen.  Astonlshmenl  soon  changed  to  admh^Uon,  and 
they  passed  on  to  other  and  less  courageous  victims,  openly 
expresstaig  their  sattefacUon  at  the  firmness  with  which  the 
white  warrior  sung  his  death  song.  Encouraged  and  deluded 
by  hU  success,  David  exerted  all  his  powers  to  extend  what 
he  believed  so  holy  an  Influence.  The  unwonted  sounds 
caught  the  ears  of  a  distant  savage,  who  flew,  ragtaig,  from 
group  to  group,  like  one  who,  scorntaig  to  touch  the  vulgar 
herd,  hunted  for  some  victim  mow  worthy  of  his  renown. 

It  was  Magua,  who  uttered  a  yell  of  pleasure  when  h« 
beheld  his  ancient  prisoners  again  at  his  mercy. 

"  Come,"  he  said,  laying  hU  soiled  hand  on  the  dress 
of  Cora,  ••  the  wigwam  of  the  Huron  Is  open.  Is  It  not 
better  than  this  place  ?  " 

"  Away  1 "  cried  Cora,  veiling  her  eyes  from  his  revolt- 
ing aspect 

The  Indian  laughed  tauntingly,  as  he  held  up  his  reek- 
ing hand,  and  aniwered :  "  It  is  red,  but  it  comes  from 
white  veUis ! " 

"  Monster  '  there  is  blood,  oceans  of  blood,  upon  thy 
soul ;  thy  sf       has  moved  this  scene." 

"  Magua  u  great  chief  I  "  returned  the  exulttaig  savage 
—"  wffl  the  dark  hair  go  to  his  tribe  ?  " 

"  Never  I  strike,  if  thou  wUt,  and  complete  thy  heUlsh 
revenge." 

He  hesitated  a  moment ;  and  then  catchfaig  the  Mght 
and  senseless  form  of  Alice  In  his  arms,  the  subtle  Im-lan 
moved  swifUy  across  the  plain  towards  the  woods. 

"  Hold  !  "  shrieked  Cora,  following  wildly  on  his  foot- 
steps, "  release  the  chfld  I  wretch  I  what  Is't  you  do  ?  " 

But  Magua  was  d«^af  to  her  voice ;  or  rather  he  knew 
his  power,  and  was  «l  aermiued  to  maintain  it 

"  Stey— lady— stay,"  cafied  Gamut,  after  the  uncon- 
scious Cora.  "  The  holy  cht-.m  Is  beginning  to  be  felt,  and 
soon  Shalt  thou  see  this  horrid  tumult  stilled." 

Perceiving  that  in  his  turn,  he  was  unheeded,  the 
faithful  David  followed  the  distracted  sister,  ralstog  his  voica 
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again  In  tacnd  long,  and  sweeping  the  air  to  the  meaiure 
iHth  hit  long  aim  In  diligent  accompaniment.  In  this 
manner  they  traversed  a.  pUtai,  through  the  (lying,  viie 
wounded,  and  the  dead.  The  fierce  Huron  was  at  any  ttane 
sufficient  for  himself,  and  the  victim  that  he  bore,  though 
Cora  would  have  fallen  more  than  once  under  the  blows  of 
her  savage  enemies,  but  for  the  extraordinary  being  who 
stalked  In  her  rear,  and  who  now  appeared  to  the  astonished 
natives  gifted  with  the  protecting  spirit  of  madness. 

Mague.  who  knew  how  to  avoid  the  more  pressing 
dangers,  and  also  to  elude  pursuit,  entered  the  woods 
through  a  low  ravine,  where  he  quickly  found  the  Narra- 
gansets,  which  the  travellers  had  abandoned  so  shortly  be- 
fore, awaiting  his  appearance.  In  custody  of  a  savage  as 
fierce  and  as  malign  in  his  expression  as  himself.  Laying 
Alice  on  one  of  the  horses,  he  made  a  sign  for  Cora  to 
mount  the  other. 

Notwithstanding  the  horror  excited  by  the  presence  of 
her  captor,  there  was  a  present  relief  in  escaping  from  the 
bloody  scene  enacting  on  the  plain,  to  which  the  maiden 
could  not  be  altogether  insensible.  She  took  her  seat,  and 
held  forth  her  arms  for  her  sister,  with  an  air  of  entreaty 
and  love  that  even  the  Huron  could  not  deny.  Placing 
Alice,  then,  on  the  same  animal  with  Cora,  he  seized  the 
bridle,  and  commenced  his  route  by  plungtaig  deeper  into 
the  forest.  David,  perceiving  that  he  was  left  alone  utterly 
disregarded,  as  a  subject  too  worthless  even  to  destroy, 
tlirew  his  long  Ihnb  across  the  saddle  of  the  beast  they  had 
deserted,  and  made  such  progrcfss  in  the  pursuit  as  the 
difficulties  of  the  path  permitted. 

They  soon  began  to  ascend  ;  but,  as  the  motion  had  a 
tendency  to  revive  the  dormant  faculties  of  her  sister,  tlic 
altention  of  Cora  was  too  much  divided  between  the  ten- 
dcrest  solicitude  ii**  her  behalf  and  In  listening  t  the  cries 
which  were  stl"  >  audible  on  the  plain  to  note  the  direc- 
tion in  which  they  journeyed.  When,  however,  they  gained 
tlie  flattened  surface  of  the  mountain  top,  and  approached 
the  eastern  precipice,  she  recognised  the  spot  to  which  she 
had  once  before  been  led,  under  the  more  friendly  auspices 
of  the  scout  Here  Magua  suilered  them  to  dismount,  and, 
notwithstanding  their  own  captivity,  the  curiosity  which 
seemed  inseparable  from  horror,  induced  them  to  |{aze  at 
the  sickening  sight  below. 
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The  CTud  work  wu  still  unchecked.    On  every  side  tha 

In  «  S!.!f"*l.*?"J""*  *'  "»•  Christian  klng^tood  fS 
fesTelt^slSm^^M^:;  ^•^•'.^•«  •^P>««n«<J.  •"«!  wh"ch 
of  thS^dT   »f  *•  "*'.^"  "•"  otherwise  fair  escutcheon 

cupiaity    got    the  mastery  of  revenee.     Th«n    imi«*/i 

2:;'u« 'f^'*  wounded7.nd  the  yeSfof  th^  l/d^; 

STti  S^'"''  ""*"  ""-"y'  "»•  '^^  o'  horror^; 
lostto  their  ear,  or  were  drowned  In  the  loud.  long.  aLa 
plerdng  whoops  of  the  triumphant  savages; 
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CHAPTER  XVni 

An  hononrable  morderer,  if  you  will  •  * ' 
For  nought  did  I  in  h«to,  but  all  In  hoMur. 


OlAOo. 


f-  J""  *;i«o<^y  and  Inhuman  scene  which  wu  have  rather 

S^edlif^H^r^r^  "'''"  described.  In  U.e  do«"f  SI 
preceding  chapter.  Is  conspicuous  In  tho  pages  of  f      niil 

Henry.  It  so  far  deepened  the  stain  which  a  p^e^'!ous  and 
very  simflar  event  had  left  upon  the  reputation  ?( the  pJeSJh 
commander  that  It  was  not  entirely  -Led  by  '  I  eLw  Md 
^oriousdeath.    It  Is  now  becoming  ob.  cured  by  ttae-    m2 

SfaTc?7H'°^°V^**  ^°"'^"'^'  ^^^  like  'hSo  intte 
SlflM   ^'/J"?a»  »»ave  yet  to  learn  how  much  he  was 

be  tSfiv  i?  V^**  "°^  ^"'^g*  without  which  no  man  Tan 
m„SS^  ^***-    ^*«**  "»*8ht  be  written  to  prove,  from  this 

Sowhow.n?!*',"''  ^'''^*»  °'  human  wceiieVc?-  to 
nnH  i.    .^"^  **  *"  '**'  generous  sentiments,  high  courtesy^ 

chilling  ascendency  of  mistaken  selfishness,  and  to  exhIbU 
of  character,  but  who  was  found  wanting,  when  It  bwamo 

Sut  tK^l^"*^?.^"^  '""'^^  P^"^'P^«  Is  .upe^r  to  po^! 
2.  I^?«r^^u7"***  r'**^  *»"'  '^"'^""^  prerogaUvesI  a^ 
M  history,  like  love.  U  so  apt  to  surround  her  heroes  ^th  i^ 
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atmosphere  of  Imaginaiy  brightness,  it  Is  probable  that 
LouU  de  Saint  Viran  wiU  be  viewed  by  posterity  only  as  the 
gaUant  defender  of  his  country,  whUe  his  cruel  apathy  on  the 
shores  of  the  Oswego  and  of  the  Horican  will  be  forgotten. 
Deeply  regretUng  this  weakness  on  the  part  of  our  sister 
muse,  we  shall  at  once  retire  from  her  sacred  precincts, 
within  the  proper  llmiU  of  our  own  humbler  vocation. 

The  thh-d  day  from  the  capture  of  the  fort  was  drawing 
to  a  dose,  but  the  business  of  the  narraUve  must  still  detain 
the  reader  on  the  shores  of  the  "  holy  lake."  When  last 
seen,  the  environs  of  the  works  were  filled  with  violence  and 
uproar.  They  were  now  emphatically  possessed  by  stillness 
and  death.  The  blood-stained  conquerors  had  departed ; 
and  theh  camp,  which  had  so  lately  rung  with  the  merry 
rejoicings  of  a  victorious  army,  lay  a  sUent  and  deserted  city 
of  huts.  The  fortress  was  a  smouldering  ruin ;  charred 
rafters,  fragments  of  exploded  artiUery,  and  rent  mason 
work,  covering  its  earthen  mounds  in  confused  and  negli- 
gent disorder. 

A  frightful  change  had  also  occurred  in  the  season.  The 
sun  had  hid  its  warmth  behind  an  Impenetrable  mass  of 
vapour,  and  hundreds  of  human  forms,  which  had  blackened 
beneath  the  fierce  heats  of  August,  were  sUflenfaig  in  their 
deformity,  before  the  blasU  of  a  premature  November. 
The  curUng  and  spoUess  mists,  which  had  been  seen  saiUng 
above  the  hills  towards  the  north,  were  now  returning  In  an 
Intermtaable  dusky  sheet,  that  was  urged  along  by  the  fury 
of  a  tempest.  The  crowded  mirror  of  the  Horican  was  gone ; 
and  in  its  place  the  green  and  angry  waters  lashed  the  shores, 
as  if  indignanUy  casting  back  its  Impurities  to  the  poUuted 
strand.  Still  the  dear  fountain  retained  a  portion  of  its 
charmed  tafiuence ;  but  it  reflected  only  the  sombre  gloom 
that  feU  from  the  fanpending  heavens.  That  humid  and  con- 
genial atmosphere  which  was  wont  about  the  view,  veUtag 
Its  harshness  and  softening  its  asperities,  had  disappeared, 
and  the  northern  air  poured  across  the  waste  of  water  so 
harsh  and  unmingled  that  nothing  was  left  to  be  conjec- 
tured by  the  eye  or  fashioned  by  the  fancy.  • 

The  fiercer  dement  had  cropped  the  verdure  of  the  plain, 
which  looked  as  though  It  were  scathed  by  the  consuming 
lightnbig.  But  here  and  there  a  dark  green  tuft  rose  in  the 
midst  of  the  desolation ;  the  earliest  fruits  of  a  soU  that 
had  been  fattened  with  human  blood.   The  whole  landscape. 
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which,  seen  by  a  favouring  light,  and  In  a  genial  tempera- 
ture, had  been  found  so  lovely,  appeared  now  like  some  pic- 
tured allegory  of  life.  In  which  the  objects  were  arrayed  in 
their  harshest  but  truest  colours,  and  without  the  relief  of 
any  shadowtaig. 

The  solitary  and  arid  blades  of  grass  arose  from  the  pass- 
ing gusts  fearfully  pereeptible ;  the  bold  and  rocky  moun- 
tains were  too  distinct  in  thefa-  barrenness,  and  the  eye  even 
sought  reUef  In  vain  by  attempUng  to  pierce  the  illimitable 
void  of  heaven,  which  was  shut  to  Its  gaze  by  the  dusky 
sheet  of  ragged  and  driving  vapour. 

The  wind  blew  unequaUy,  sometimes  sweeping  heavfly 
along  the  ground,  seeming  to  whisper  its  moanings  In  the 
cold  ears  of  the  dead,  then,  ristag  In  a  shriU  and  mournful 
vJistUng,  It  entered  the  forest  with  a  rush  that  flUed  the  air 
with  the  leaves  and  branches  It  scattered  in  Its  path.  Amid 
the  unnatural  shower,  a  few  hungry  ravens  struggled  with 
the  gale ;  but  no  sooner  was  the  green  ocean  of  woods  which 
stretched  beneath  them  passed  than  they  gladly  stooped  at 
random  to  that  hideous  haven  where  their  revoltina  food 
so  freely  abounded.  " 

In  short,  it  was  a  scene  of  wfldness  and  desolaOon,  and  It 
appeared  as  If  all  who  had  profanely  entered  It  had  been 
striken  at  a  blow  by  the  powerful  and  relentless  arm  of 
death.  But  the  prohibition  had  ceased ;  and  for  the  first 
ume  staice  the  perpetrators  of  those  foul  deeds  which  had 
assisted  to  disfigure  the  scene  were  gone,  living  human 
Aeings  had  now  presumed  to  approach  the  dreary  place 

About  an  hour  before  the  setting  of  the  sun,  on  the  day 
already  menUoned,  the  forms  of  five  men  might  have  been 
seen  Issuing  from  the  narrow  vista  of  trees,  where  the  path  to 
the  Hudson  entered  the  forest,  and  advancing  to  the  direc- 
Uon  of  the  ruined  works.    At  first  theh-  progress  was  slow 
and  guarded,  as  though  they  entered  with  reluctance  amid 
the  horrors  of  the  spot,  or  dreaded  the  renewal  of  some  of 
Its  frightful  Incidents.   A  light  figure  preceded  the  rest  of  the 
party  with  all  the  cauUon  and  acUvity  of  a  naUve,  ascending 
every  hfilock  to  reconnoitre,  and  IndicaUng  by  gestures  to 
Ills  companions  the  route  he  deemed  it  most  prudent  ♦hey 
should  pursue.    Nor  were  those  in  the  rear  wanting  in  every 
cauUon  and  foresight  known  to  forest  warfare.    One  among 
them,  and  he  also  was  an  Indian,  moved  a  little  on  on» 
uank,  and  watched  the  neighbouring  margta  of  the  wooda 
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with  eyes  long  aceastomed  to  read  the  smaUest  sign  of  ap- 
proaching danger.  The  remaining  three  were  wtiite,  though 
clad  In  vestments  strikingly  adapted,  both  in  quality  and 
colour,  to  their  present  hazardous  pursuit,  that  of  hanging 
on  the  skirts  of  a  retiring  army  in  the  wilderness^ 

The  effects  produced  by  the  appalling  sights  that  con- 
stantly arose  in  their  path  to  the  lake  shore  were  as  different 
as  the  characters  of  the  respective  individuals  who  com- 
posed the  party.  The  youth  in  front  threw  serious  but  fur- 
tive glances  at  the  mangled  victims,  as  he  stepped  lightly 
across  the  plain,  afraid  to  exhibit  the  natural  emotions  he 
endured,  and  yet  too  inexperienced  to  quell  entirely  their 
sudden  and  powerful  influence.  His  red  associate,  however, 
was  superior  to  such  a  weakness.  He  passed  the  groups  of 
dead  with  a  steadiness  of  purpose,  and  an  eye  so  calm,  that 
nothing  but  long  and  inveterate  practice  could  enable  him 
f  o  maintain.  The  sensations  produced  in  the  minds  of  even 
the  white  men  were  different,  though  uniformly  sorrowful. 
One  whose  grey  locks  and  furrowed  lineaments,  blending 
with  a  martial  air  and  tread,  betrayed,  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
guise of  a  woodman's  rough  dress,  a  man  long  experienced 
in  scenes  of  war,  was  not  ashamed  to  groan  aloud  whenever 
a  spectacle  of  more  than  usual  ho^Tor  came  under  his  view. 
The  young  man  at  his  elbow  shuddered,  but  seemed  to  sup- 
press his  feelings  in  tenderness  to  his  companion.  Of  them 
all,  the  straggler  who  brought  up  the  rear  appeared  alone  to 
indulge,  without  fear  of  observation  or  dread  of  conse- 
quences, in  the  feelings  he  experienced.  But  with  him  the 
offence  seemed  rather  given  to  the  intellectual  than  the 
physical  man.  He  gazed  at  the  most  appalling  sight  with 
eyes  and  muscles  that  knew  not  how  to  waver,  but  with 
execrations  so  bitter  and  deep,  as  to  denote  how  much  he 
denounced  the  moral  enormity  of  such  a  butchery. 

The  reader  will  perceive  at  once  in  these  respective 
characters,  the  Mohicans,  and  their  white  friend  the  scout, 
together  with  Munro  and  Heyward.  It  was  in  truth  the 
father  in  quest  of  his  children,  attended  by  the  youth  who 
felt  so  deep  a  stake  in  their  happiness,  and  those  brave 
and  trusty  foresters  who  had  already  proved  their  skill  and 
fidelity  through  the  trying  scenes  related. 

When  Uncas,  who  moved  in  front,  had  reached  the  centre 
of  the  plain,  he  raised  a  cry  that  drew  his  companions  in 
a  body  to  the  spot    The  young  warrior  had  halted  over  a 
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group  of  females,  who  lay  In  a  cluster,  a  confused  mass  of 
dead.    Notwithstanding  the  revolting  horrors  of  the  exhibi- 
Uon,  Munro  and  Heyward  flew  towards  the  festering  heap 
endeavouring,  with  a  love  that  no  unseemliness  could  ex- 
tinguish, to  discover  whether  any  vestiges  of  those  they 
sought  were  to  be  seen  among  the  tattered  and  manv 
coloured  garments.    The  father  and  the  lover  found  instant 
reUef  in  the  search ;  though  each  was  condemned  agahi  to 
experience  the  misery  of  an  uncertainty  that  was  hardly  less 
Insupportable  than  the  most  revolting  truth.    They  were 
standing  silent  and  thoughtful  around  the  melancholy  pile 
when  the  scout  approached.    Eyeing  the  sad  spectacle  with 
an  angry  and  flushed  countenance,  the  sturdy  woodsman 
for  the  first  thne  since  entering  the  plain,  spoke  inteUicibly 
and  aloud^  ' 

"I  have  been  on  many  a  shocking  field,  and  have  fol- 
lowed a  trail  of  blood  for  weary  miles,"  he  said,  "  but  never 
have  I  found  the  hand  of  the  devU  so  plain  as  it  is  here  to 
be  seen  I  Revenge  is  an  Indian  feeling,  and  aU  who  know 
me  know  that  there  is  no  cross  in  my  veins  ;  but  this  much 
*J  say— here.  In  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  with  the  power 
*?  ^l  II  '^  manifest  in  this  howling  wilderness,  that, 
should  these  Frenchers  ever  trust  themselves  again  within 
the  range  of  a  ragged  bullet,  there  is  one  rifle  shaU  nlav  its 
part,  so  long  as  flint  wfll  fire  or  powder  burn  .-I  ieave  the 
tomahawk  and  knife  to  such  as  have  a  natural  gift  to  use 
them.    What  say  you,  Chingachgook,"  he  added  in  Dela- 

T^  \u  'i^  ^^^  ""^^  ""'°"'^  ^°««*  o'  tWs  to  their  women 
when  the  deep  snows  come  ?  "  ww«ic» 

A  gleam  of  resentment  flashed  across  the  dark  linea- 
ments of  the  Mohican  chief ;  he  loosened  his  knife  In  his 
sheath,  and  then,  turning  cahnly  from  the  sight,  his  coun- 
tenance setUed  tato  a  repose  as  deep  as  if  he  never  knew  the 
Influence  or  InsUgations  of  passion. 

"  Montcahn  I  Montcalm  I  "  continued  the  deeply  resent- 
ful and  less  self-restrained  scout ;  "  they  say  a  time  must 
come  when  aU  the  deeds  done  In  the  flesh  wm  be  s^enTa 
single  00k;  and  that  by  eyes  cleared  from  their  mort.^ 
nflrmities.  Woe  betide  the  wretch  who  Is  bom  to  Kid 
this  Plata  with  the  judgment  hanging  above  his  soul  I   Ha-- 

?•  ♦t^^u  I"^  °'  ^^"®  "°°'*'  yo^'ler  "es  a  red-skin  with- 
out the  hah-  of  his  head  where  nature  rooted  it  I  Look  to 
Jum,  Delaware;  it  may  be  one  of  your  missing  people  j  and 
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he  should  have  burial  like  a  stout  warrior.  I  see  it  in  your 
eye.  Sagamore ;  a  Huron  pays  for  this  afore  the  fall  winds 
have  blown  away  the  scent  of  the  blood  I  " 

Oiingachgook  approached  the  mutilated  form,  and  turn- 
tog  it  over,  he  found  the  distinguishing  marks  of  one  of  f  hose 
six  allied  tribes  or  nations,  as  they  were  called,  who,  while 
they  fought  in  the  English  ranks,  were  so  deadly  hostile  to 
Us  own  people.  Spuming  the  loathsome  object  with  his 
foot,  he  turned  from  it  with  the  same  indiflerence  he  would 
have  quitted  a  brute  carcass.  The  scout  comprehended  the 
action,  and  very  deliberately  pursued  his  own  way,  con- 
tinuing, however,  his  denunciations  against  tiie  French 
commander  in  the  same  resentful  strain. 

"  Nothing  but  vast  wisdom  and  unlimited  power  should 
dare  to  sweep  off  men  in  multitudes,"  he  added ;  "  i-tr  it  is 
only  the  one  that  can  know  the  necessity  of  the  jv  dgment ; 
•and  what  is  there  short  of  the  other  that  can  reilace  the 
creatures  of  the  Lord  ?  I  hold  it  a  sin  to  kill  th  *,  second 
buck  afore  the  first  is  eaten,  unless  a  march  in  the  front  of 
an  ambushment  be  contemplated.  It  is  a  different  matter 
with  a  few  warriors  in  open  and  rugged  fight,  for  'tis  their 
gift  to  die  with  the  rifle  or  the  tomahawk  in  hand,  according 
as  their  natures  may  happen  to  be  white  or  red.  Uucfn, 
come  this  way,  lad,  and  let  the  raven  settle  upon  the  Mingo. 
I  know,  from  often  seeing  it,  that  they  have  a  craving  for 
the  flesh  of  an  Oneida ;  and  it  is  as  well  to  let  the  bird 
follow  the  gift  of  its  natural  appetite." 

"  Hugh  I  "  exclaimed  the  young  Mohican,  rising  on  the 
extremities  of  his  feet,  and  gazing  intently  in  his  front, 
frightening  away  the  raven  to  some  other  prey  by  the  sound 
and  the  action. 

"  What  is  it,  boy  ?  "  whispered  the  scout,  lowering  his 
tall  form  into  a  crouching  attitude,  like  a  panther  about  to 
take  his  leap  ;  "  God  send  it  be  a  tardy  Frencher  skulking 
for  plunder.  I  do  believe '  kill  deer '  would  take  an  uncom- 
mon range  to-day." 

Uncas,  without  making  any  reply,  bounded  away  from 
the  spot,  and  in  the  next  instant  was  seen  tearing  from  a 
Jjush  and  waving  in  triumph  a  fragment  of  the  green 
riding  veil  of  Cora.  The  movement,  the  exhibition,  and 
the  cry,  which  again  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  young 
Mohican,  instantly  drew  the  whole  party  once  more  about 
liim. 
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"  My  child  T  "  said  Munro,  speaking  quick  and  wfldly  t 
••  give  me  my  chfld  I"  ^* 

"  Uncas  wlU  try,"  was  the  short  and  touching  answer. 

The  shnple  but  meaning  assurance  was  lost  on  the  agi- 
tated father,  who  seized  the  piece  of  the  vcU,  and  crushed 
It  In  his  hand,  whUe  his  eyes  roamed  fearfully  among  th» 
adjacent  bushes,  as  If  he  equaUy  dreaded  and  hoped  for  the 
secrets  they  might  reveal. 

"  Here  are  no  dead  I  "  said  Hcyward,  In  a  voice  that  was 
hoUow  and  nearly  stifled  by  apprehension;  "the  storm 
seems  not  to  have  passed  this  way." 

"That's  manifest,  and  clearer  than  the  heavens  above 
our  heads,"  returned  the  cool  and  undisturbed  scout  •  "  but 
either  she  or  they  that  have  robbed  her  have  passed  the 
n  J.i  ,  "■  ^  ^«™ember  the  rag  she  wore  to  hide  a  face  that 
aU  did  love  to  look  upon.  Uncas,  you  are  right ;  the  dark 
hair  has  been  here,  and  she  has  fled,  like  a  frighted  fawn 
to  the  wood ;  none  who  could  fly  would  remain  to  be  mur- 
dered 1  Let  us  have  a  search  for  the  marks  she  left ;  for  to 
Indian  eyes  I  sometimes  think  even  a  humming-bird  leaves 
his  trafl  In  the  ah  1 "  ««ve» 

The  young  Mohican  darted  away  at  the  suggestion,  and 
the  scout  had  hardly  done  speaking  before  the  former  rklsed 
a  cry  of  sucr  oss  from  the  margin  of  the  forest.  On  reachtoB 
the  spot,  the  anxious  party  perceived  another  portion  of  the 
veil  fluttertag  on  the  lower  branch  of  a  beech 

-  'Lll^^?li°'^^'"  ^^^  '^*  '^°"*'  ''^tending  his  long  rifle 
m  iront  of  the  eager  Hey  ward ;  "  we  now  know  our  work 
but  the  beauty  of  the  trail  must  not  be  deformed.    A  steo 
too  soon  may  give  us  hours  of  trouble.    We  have  them 
though  ;   that  much  Is  beyond  denial."  * 

'  Bless  ye  I   bless  ye  I    worthy  man  I  "  exclaimed  thA 

T^;V£V" "  "'^^'^'  "^^"  ^'^^  ^^'  flSfSs^whS: 

-,  »h  ^'If  ^""^^  '^°y,  ^""'^  *^^*^"  ^^P«°<^s  on  many  chances. 

ot  us  .  huti;  f^'if''  '^'^  "^^y  ^'  ""''^^  «  dozen  of  muS 
ri.H  k'  f  "  ^^fli^ons,  or  any  of  the  French  Indians  have 
laid  hands  on  them,  'tis  probable  they  are  now  near  the 

ti°nue?th'.'^,!K''T''^-  ^"*  ^'^^^  nfatters  that T'^in! 
tinued  the  deliberate  scout,  observtog  the  powerful  anxietv 

and  disappointment  the  listeners  exhibited ;  "  herel^e  tJe 

Mohicans  and  I  on  one  end  of  the  trail,  and  we'U  fl^d  thJ 
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other,  thon^  they  should  be  a  hundred  leagues  asunder  t 
Gently,  gently,  Uncas,  you  are  as  impatient  as  a  man  in  the 
settlements;  you  forget  that  light  feet  leave  but  faint 
marks  I " 

"  Hugh  I "  exclaimed  Chingadigook,  who  had  been  occu- 
pied in  examining  an  opening  that  had  been  evidently  made 
through  the  low  underbush  which  skirted  the  forest ;  and 
who  now  stood  erect,  as  he  pointed  downwards,  in  the  atti- 
tude and  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  beheld  a  disgusting 
serpent. 

"  Here  is  the  palpable  Impression  of  the  footsteps  of  a 
man  ! "  cried  Heyward,  bending  over  the  indicated  spot ; 
"  he  has  trod  in  the  margin  of  this  pool,  and  the  mark  cannot 
be  mistaken.    They  are  captives  I  " 

"  Better  so  than  left  to  starve  in  the  wilderness,"  re- 
turned the  scout ;  "  and  they  will  leave  a  wider  trail.  I 
would  wager  fifty  beaver  skins  to  as  many  flints  that  the 
Mohicans  and  I  enter  their  wigwams  within  the  month  I 
Stoop  to  it,  Uncas,  and  try  what  you  can  make  of  that 
moccasin :  for  moccasin  it  plainly  <s,  and  no  shoe." 

The  young  Mohican  bent  over  the  track,  and,  removing 
the  scattered  leaves  from  around  the  place,  he  examined 
it  with  much  of  that  sort  of  scrutiny  that  a  money-dealer  in 
these  days  of  pecuniary  debts  would  bestow  on  a  suspected 
due-bill.  At  length,  he  arose  from  his  knees,  as  if  satisHed 
with  the  result  of  the  examination. 

"  Well,  boy,"  demanded  the  attentive  scout, "  what  does 
it  say  ?    can  you  make  anything  of  the  tell-tale  ?  " 

"  Le  Renard  SubtU." 

"  Ha  1  that  rampaging  devil  again  I  there  never  will  be 
an  end  of  his  loping  till  '  kill-deer '  has  said  a  friendly 
word  to  him." 

Heyward  reluctantly  admitted  the  truth  of  this  intelli- 
gence, and  now  rather  expressed  his  hopes  than  his  doubts 
by  saying — 

"  One  moccasin  is  so  much  like  another,  it  is  probable 
there  Is  some  mistake." 

"  One  moccasin  like  another  I  you  may  as  well  say  that 
one  foot  is  like  another,  though  we  all  know  that  some  are 
long  and  others  short,  some  broad  and  others  narrow,  some 
with  high  and  some  with  low  insteps,  some  in-toed  and  some 
out  I  One  moccasin  is  no  more  like  another  than  one  book 
is  Uke  another ;  though  they  who  can  read  in  one  are  sddom 
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able  to  ten  the  marks  ol  the  other :  which  is  aU  ordered  for 
the  best,  giving  to  every  man  his  natural  advantages.  Let 
me  get  down  to  it,  Uncas ;  neither  book  nor  moccasin  is  the 
worse  for  having  two  opinions  instead  of  one."  The  scout 
stooped  to  the  task,  and  instantly  added,  "  You  are  right, 
boy ;  here  is  the  patch  we  saw  so  often  on  the  other  chase. 
And  the  feUow  will  drink  when  he  can  get  an  opportunity  • 
your  drinking  Indian  always  learns  to  walk  with  a  wider  toe 
than  the  natural  savag'  it  being  the  gift  cf  a  drunkard 
whether  of  a  white  or  red  skin.  'Tis  just  the  length  and 
breadth,  too.  Look  at  It,  Sagamore ;  you  measured  the 
prints  more  than  once,  when  we  hunted  the  varments  from 
Glenn's  tc  the  health  springs." 

Chtogachgook  compUed,  and,  after  finishing  his  short 
examhiaUon,  he  arose,  and  with  a  quiet  and  grave  de- 
meanour, he  merely  pronounced,  though  with  a  foreign 
accent,  the  word—  " 

"  Magua." 

"  Ay,  'tis  a  settled  thing ;  here  then  have  passed  the 
dark  hair  and  Magua." 

"  And  not  Alice  ?  "  demanded  the  starUed  Heyward 

"  Of  her  we  have  not  yet  seen  the  signs,"  returned  the 
scout,  looking  closely  around  at  the  trees,  the  bushes,  and 
the  ground.  "  What  have  we  there  ?  Uncas,  bring  hither 
the  thing  you  see  dangling  from  yonder  thorn-bush." 

When  the  youthful  Indian  warrior  had  complied,  the 
scout  received  the  prize,  and,  holding  it  on  high,  he  laughed 
in  his  silent  but  heartfelt  manner,  before  he  said— 

"  'Tis  the  tooting  we'pon  of  the  singer  I   now  we  shaU 
have  a  traU  a  priest  might  travel.    Uncas,  look  for  the  marks 
of  a  shoe  that  is  long  enough  to  uphold  six  feet  two  of  totter- 
ing human  flesh.    I  begin  to  have  some  hopes  of  the  fellow 
better  toade*"^^*°  "^  squalling,  to  foUow,  perhaps,  some 

"  At  least,  he  has  been  faithful  to  his  trust,"  said  Hey- 
"""Hi  "  ,*P*  ^°^*  ^^  ^c«  ^«  not  without  a  friend." 
«„  u  Z^il  ■**?  Hawk-eye,  dropping  his  rifle,  and  leaning 
on  it  Mth  an  air  of  visible  contempt,  "  he  wIU  do  their  sing- 
ing 1  Can  he  si  a  buck  for  their  dinner ;  journey  by  the 
moss  on  the  beeches,  or  cut  the  throat  of  a  Huron  ?  If  not 
toe  first  cat-bh-d  he  meeU  is  the  cleverest  feUow  of  the  two.' 
WeU,  boy,  any  signs  of  such  a  foundation  7  " 

"Here  Is  something  like  the  footetep  of  one  who  has 
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worn  a  iho^/'  laid  Heyward,  gladly  dianglng  the  discourse 
from  the  abuse  of  David,  to  whom  he  now  felt  the  strongest 
tie  of  gratitude ;  "  can  It  be  that  of  our  friend  ?  " 

"  Touch  the  leaves  lightly,  or  you  will  disconcert  the 
formation.  That  1  that  is  the  print  of  a  foot,  but  'tis  the 
daric  hahr's ;  and  small  it  is,  too,  for  one  of  such  a  noble 
height  and  grand  appearance  1  The  singer  would  cover  it 
with  his  heel  I  " 

"  Where  ?  let  me  look  on  the  footsteps  of  my  child  t " 
said  Munro,  eagerly  shoving  the  bushes  aside,  and  bending 
fondly  over  the  nearly  obliterated  impression.  Though  the 
tread,  which  had  left  the  mark,  had  been  light  and  rapid, 
it  was  still  very  plainly  visible.  The  aged  soldier  examined 
it  with  eyes  that  grew  dim  as  he  gazed ;  nor  did  he  rise 
from  his  stooping  posture  until  Heyward  saw  that  he  had 
watered  the  graceful  trace  of  his  daughter's  pa  sage  with  a 
scalding  and  heavy  tear.  Wiling  to  divert  a  distress  which 
threatened  each  moment  to  breaK  through  the  restraint  oL 
appearance  by  giving  the  veteran  something  to  do,  the 
young  man  said  to  the  scout — 

"  As  we  now  possess  these  infallible  signs,  let  us  com- 
mence our  march.  A  moment,  at  such  a  time,  will  appear 
an  age  to  the  captives." 

"  It  is  not  the  swiftest  leaping  deer  that  gives  the 
longest  chase,"  returned  Hawk-eye,  without  moving  his 
eyes  from  considering  the  different  marks  that  had  come 
under  his  view.  "  We  know  that  the  rampaging  Huron  Las 
passed — and  the  dark  hair — and  the  singer ;  but  where  is 
she  of  the  yellow  locks  and  blue  eyes  ?  Though  little,  and 
far  from  being  as  bold  as  her  sister,  she  is  fair  to  the  view, 
and  pleasant  in  discourse.  Has  she  no  friend  that  none  care 
for  her  ?  " 

"  God  forbid  she  should  ever  want  hundreds  !  Are  we 
not  now  in  her  pursuit  ?  For  one,  I  will  never  cease  the 
search  till  she  be  found." 

"  In  that  case  we  may  have  to  Journey  by  different 
paths ;  for  here  she  ^las  not  passed,  light  and  little  as  her 
footsteps  would  be." 

Heyward  drew  back,  all  his  ardour  to  proceed  seeming 
to  vanish  on  the  instant.  Without  attending  to  this  sudden 
change  in  the  other's  humour,  the  scout,  after  musing  i 
moment,  continued — 

"  There  is  no  woman  in  this  wilderness  could  leave  such 
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■  print  M  that  but  the  daric  hair  cr  her  sitter  I  We  know 
that  the  first  has  been  here,  but  wliere  are  the  signs  of  the 
other?  Let  us  push  deeper  on  the  trail,  and  if  notlUngoflws, 
we  must  go  back  to  the  plain,  and  strike  another  scent. 
Move  on,  Uncas,  and  keep  your  eyes  on  the  dried  leaves. 
I  will  watch  the  bushes,  while  your  father  shall  run  with  a 
low  nose  to  the  ground.  Move  on,  friends;  the  sun  is 
getting  behind  the  hills." 

"  Is  there  nothing  that  I  can  do  7  "  demanded  the 
anxious  Heyward. 

"  You  I "  repeated  the  scout,  who,  with  his  red  friends, 
was  already  advancing  in  the  order  he  had  prescribed; 
"  yc>>  you  can  keep  in  our  rear,  and  be  careful  not  to  cross 
the  traU." 

Before  they  had  proceeded  many  rods,  the  Indians 
stopped,  and  appeared  to  gaze  at  some  signs  on  the  earth 
with  more  than  their  usual  keenness  Both  father  and  son 
spoke  quick  and  loud,  now  looking  at  the  object  of  their 
mutual  admiration,  and  now  regarding  each  other  with  the 
most  unequivocal  pleasure. 

"  They  have  found  the  little  foot  1 "  exclaimed  the  scout, 
moving  forward,  without  attending  further  to  his  own  por- 
tion of  the  duty.  "  What  have  we  here  I  An  ambushment 
has  been  planted  in  this  spot  I  No,  by  the  truest  rifle  on 
the  frontiers,  here  have  been  them  one-sided  horses  again  I 
Now  Vxt  whole  secret  is  out,  and  all  is  plain  as  the  north  star 
at  midnight.  Yes,  here  they  have  mounted.  There  the 
beasts  have  been  bound  to  a  sapling,  in  waiting;  and 
yonder  runs  the  broad  path  away  to  the  north,  in  full  sweep 
for  the  Canadas." 

"  But  still  there  are  no  signs  of  Alice— of  the  younger 
Miss  Munro,"  said  Duncan. 

"  Unless  the  shining  bauble  Uncas  has  Just  lifted  from 
the  ground  should  prove  one.  Pass  it  this  way,  lad,  that 
we  may  look  at  it." 

Heyward  instantly  knew  it  for  a  trinket  that  Alice  was 
fond  of  wearing,  and  which  he  recollected,  with  the  tenacious 
memory  of  a  lover,  to  have  seen  on  the  fatal  morning  of  the 
massacre,  dangling  from  the  fair  neck  of  his  mistress.  He 
seized  the  highly  prized  Jewel,  and,  as  he  proclaimed  the 
fact,  it  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  the  wondering  scout,  who 
in  vain  looked  for  it  on  the  grotmd,  long  after  it  warmly 
pressed  against  the  beating  heart  of  Duncan. 
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"  Pshaw  I "  Mdd  tht  dlt appointed  Hawk-«ye,  eeailng  to 
rako  the  leaves  with  the  breech  of  his  rifle ;  "'tis  a  certain 
sign  of  age  when  the  sight  begins  to  wealcen.  SuehagUtUr- 
Ing  gewgaw,  and  not  to  be  seen  I  WeU,  well,  I  can  squint 
along  a  clouded  barrd  yet,  and  that  Li  enou^  to  settle  all 
disputes  between  me  and  the  Mingoes.  I  should  like  to  find 
the  thing,  too,  if  it  were  only  to  carry  it  to  the  right  owner, 
and  that  would  be  bringing  the  two  ends  of  what  I  caU  a 
long  trafl  together-^or  by  this  time  the  broad  St  Lawrence 
or,  perhaps,  even  the  Great  Lakes,  are  atwixt  us." 

"  So  mudi  the  more  reason  why  we  should  not  delay  our 
march,"  returned  Heyward ;  "  let  us  proceed." 

"  Young  blood  and  hot  blood,  they  say,  are  much  the 
same  thing.  We  are  not  about  to  start  on  a  squirrel  hunt, 
or  to  drive  a  deer  into  the  Horican,  but  to  outlie  for  days 
and  nights,  and  to  stretch  across  a  wOdemess  where  the  feet 
of  men  seldom  go,  and  where  no  bookish  knowledge  would 
carry  you  through  harmless.  An  Indian  never  starts  on 
such  an  expedition  without  smoking  over  his  council  fire ; 
and  though  a  man  of  white  blood,  I  honour  their  customs 
in  this  particular,  seeing  that  they  are  deliberate  and  wise. 
We  will  therefore  go  back,  and  light  our  fire  to-night  in  the 
ruins  of  the  old  fort,  and  in  the  morning  we  shall  be  fresh, 
and  ready  to  undertake  our  work  like  men,  and  not  like 
babbling  women  or  eager  boys." 

Heyward  instantly  saw,  by  the  manner  of  the  scout,  that 
Altercation  would  be  useless.  Munro  had  again  sunk  into 
that  sort  of  apathy  which  had  beset  him  since  his  late  over- 
whelming misfortunes,  and  from  which  he  was,  apparently, 
to  be  roused  only  by  some  new  and  powerful  excitement. 
Making  a  merit  of  necessity,  the  young  man  took  the  veteran 
by  the  arm,  and  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Indians  and 
the  scout,  who  had  already  begun  to  retrace  the  path  which 
conducted  them  to  the  plain. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 

tJmim :  WI17,  I  »m  mm,  if  h*  forltit,  tlioa  wOl  nel 
taka  hta  flash  t   what'a  that  good  for  T 

a^Uek:  To  halt  flsh  vithal  t  if  it  wffl  bod  nothinf  aU^ 
il  will  laad  my  taraaga. 

MmhmlotVmita.    " 

Thb  shades  of  evening  had  come  to  Increase  the  dreari- 
ness of  the  place,  when  the  party  entered  the  ruins  of 
Winiam  Henry.  The  scout  and  his  companions  Immedi- 
ately made  their  preparations  to  pass  the  night  there ;  but 
with  an  earnestness  and  sobriety  of  demeanour  that  be- 
trayed how  much  the  unusual  horrors  they  had  Just  wit- 
nessed worked  on  even  their  practised  feelings.  A  few 
fragments  of  rafters  were  reared  against  a  blackened  wall ; 
and  when  Uncas  had  covered  them  slightly  with  brush, 
the  temporary  accommodations  were  deemed  sufRcIent  Tie 
young  Indian  pointed  Impressively  toward  his  rude  hut, 
wken  his  labour  was  ended ;  and  Heyward,  who  under- 
staod  the  meaning  of  the  sUent  gesture,  gently  urged  Munro 
to  enter.  Leaving  the  bereaved  old  man  alone  with  hit 
sorrows,  Duncan  Immediately  returned  Into  the  open  air, 
too  much  excited  himself  to  seek  the  repose  he  had  recom- 
mended to  his  veteran  friend. 

While  Hawk-eye  and  the  Indians  lighted  their  fire,  and 
took  their  evening's  repast,  a  frugal  meal  of  dried  bear's 
meat,  the  young  man  paid  a  visit  to  that  curtain  of  the 
dUapIdated  fort  which  looked  out  on  the  sheet  of  the  Horl- 
can.  The  wind  had  fallen,  and  the  waves  were  already 
rolling  on  the  sandy  beach  beneath  him,  In  a  more  regular 
and  tempered  succession.  The  clouds,  as  If  tired  of  their 
furious  chase,  were  breaking  asunder ;  the  heavier  volumes, 
gath^ng  in  black  masses  about  the  horizon,  while  the 
lighter  scud  still  hurried  above  the  water,  or  eddied  among 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  like  broken  flights  of  birds  hover- 
ing around  their  roosts.  Here  and  there  a  red  and  fiery 
star  strug^ed  through  the  drifting  vapour,  furnishing  m 
lurid  glim  of  brightness  to  the  dull  aspect  of  the  heavens. 
Within  the  bosom  of  the  encircling  bin-  an  impenetrable 
darkness  had  already  settled,  and  th    .      ~  ^ay  like  a  vast 
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and  deterted  chamel-houM,  without  omtn  or  wblsptr,  to 
disturb  the  ilumbcn  of  iU  numerou*  and  hapten  tenants. 

Of  this  scene,  so  chillingly  In  accordance  with  the  past, 
Duncan  stood  for  many  minutes  a  rapt  observer.  His  eyes 
wandered  from  the  bosom  of  the  mound,  where  the  foresters 
were  seated  around  their  gltanmerlng  Are,  to  the  fahiter 
light,  which  stlU  lingered  In  the  skies,  md  then  rested  long 
and  anxiously  on  the  embodied  gloom,  which  lay  like  a 
dreary  void  on  that  side  of  hhn  where  reposed  the  dead. 
He  soon  fancied  that  Inexplicable  sounds  aroie  from  the 
place,  though  so  IndlsUnct  and  stolen,  as  to  render  not  only 
their  nature,  but  even  their  existence,  uncertain.  Ashamed 
of  his  apprehensions,  the  young  man  turned  towards  the 
water,  and  strove  to  divert  his  attenUon  to  the  mimic  stars 
that  dimly  simmered  along  lU  moving  surface.  StiU  his  too 
conscious  ears  performed  their  ungrateful  duty,  as  If  to 
warn  him  of  some  lurking  danger.  At  length  a  swift  tramp- 
ling seemed,  quite  audibly,  to  rush  athwart  the  rtjukness. 
Unable  any  longer  to  quiet  his  uneasiness.  Duncan  spoke 
in  a  low  voice  to  the  scout,  requesting  him  to  ascend  the 
mound,  to  the  place  where  he  stood.  Hawk-eye  threw  bis 
rifle  across  an  arm,  and  complied,  but  with  an  air  so  u»- 
moved  and  oalm  as  to  prove  how  much  he  accounted  «n 
the  security  of  their  position. 

"  Listen,"  said  Duncan,  when  the  other  had  placed  him- 
self deliberately  at  his  elbow;  "there  are  suppressed 
noises  on  the  plain,  which  may  show  that  Montcalm  has 
not  yet  entirely  deserted  his  conquest." 

"  Then  ears  are  better  than  eyes,"  said  the  undisturbed 
scout,  who  having  just  deposited  a  porUoii  of  a  bear  be- 
tween hU  grinders,  spoke  thick  and  slow,  like  one  whose 
mouth  was  doubly  occupied ;  "  I  myself  saw  him  caged  in 
Ty  with  all  his  host ;  for  your  Frenchers,  when  they  have 
done  a  clever  thing,  like  to  get  back,  and  have  a  dance,  or 
a  merry-making,  over  the  success." 

♦•  I  know  not.  An  Indian  seldom  sleeps  In  war,  and 
plunder  may  keep  a  Huron  here  after  his  tribe  has  departed. 
It  would  be  weU  to  extinguish  the  Are,  and  have  a  watch- 
Listen  1  you  hear  the  noise  I  mean."  . 

"  An  Indian  more  rarely  lurks  about  the  graves.  Though 
ready  to  slay,  and  not  over  regardful  of  the  means,  he  is 
commonly  content  with  the  scalp,  unless  when  blood  is  hot 
and  tempCT  up ;  but  after  the  sphit  Is  once  fairly  gone,  he 
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fforgett  his  ounlty,  and  Is  wffling  to  la  the  dead  find  tt>«lr 
natunl  rest  Speaking  of  ipiriU,  Major,  are  you  of  oplnk^o 
that  the  heaven  of  a  red  skin,  and  of  us  whites,  will  be  one 
and  the  same  7  " 

"  No  doubt— no  doubt  I  thought  I  heard  It  agafai  t  ot 
was  It  the  rusUIng  of  the  leaves  In  the  top  of  the  beech  T  " 

"  For  my  rwn  part,"  continued  Hawk-eye,  turning  his 
face  for  a  moment  In  the  direction  Indicated  by  Heyward, 
but  with  a  vaeAnt  and  careless  manner,  "  I  believe  that 
pnradlse  Is  ordahied  for  happiness ;  and  that  men  will  bt 
indulr«d  In  It  according  to  their  dispositions  and  gifu.  1 
thrreiore  Judge  that  q  red  skin  Is  not  far  from  the  truth, 
when  he  believes  he  is  to  And  them  glorious  hunting-grounds 
of  which  his  traditio.is  tell ;  nor,  for  that  matter,  do  I 
thhik  it  would  be  any  disparagement  to  a  man  without  • 
cross,  to  pass  his  tbne  "— 

"  You  hear  it  again  1 ".  Interrupted  Duncan. 

"  Ay,  ay ;  when  food  is  scarce,  and  when  food  is  plenty, 
a  wolf  grows  bold,"  said  the  unmoved  fiout  "There 
would  be  picking,  too,  among  the  skins  of  the  devils.  If 
there  was  light  and  time  for  the  sport  I  But  concerning 
the  life  that  is  to  come,  Major.  I  have  heard  preachers  say, 
in  the  settlements,  that  heaven  was  a  place  of  rest  Now 
men's  minds  differ  as  to  their  ideas  of  enjoyment  For 
myself,  and  I  say  It  with  reverence  to  the  ordering  of  Pro- 
vidence, it  would  be  no  great  Indulgence  to  be  '  "jpt  shut 
up  in  those  mansions  of  which  they  preach,  having  a  natural 
longing  for  motion  and  the  chase." 

Duncan,  who  was  now  made  to  understand  the  nature 
of  the  noises  he  had  heard,  answered  with  more  attention 
to  the  subject  which  the  humour  of  the  scout  had  chosen 
for  discussion,  by  saying — 

"  It  is  dimcult  to  account  for  the  feelings  that  may 
atten''  the  last  great  change." 

"  It  would  be  a  change,  indeed,  for  a  man  who  has 
passed  his  days  In  the  open  air,"  returned  the  single-minded 
scout ;  "  and  who  has  so  often  broken  his  fast  on  the  head 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  to  sleep  within  sound  of  the  roaring 
Mohawk  I  But  it  is  a  comfort  to  know  we  serve  a  merciful 
Master,  though  we  do  It  each  after  his  fashion,  and  with 
great  tracts  of  wOdemess  atwcen  us — What  goes  there  ?  " 

"  It  is  not  the  rushing  of  the  wolves,  as  you  have  men- 
tioned I " 
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Hawk-eye  dowly  shook  his  head,  and  beckoned  for 
Duncan  to  follow  him  to  a  spot,  whither  the  glare  from  the 
flre  did  not  extend.  Wlien  he  had  taken  this  precaution, 
the  scout  placed  hhnself  in  an  attitude  of  intense  attention, 
and  listened  long  and  keenly,  for  a  repetition  of  the  low 
«ound  that  had  so  unexpectedly  startled  htai.  His  vigUance, 
bowever,  seemed  exercised  in  vain ;  for,  after  a  fruitless 
pause,  he  whispered  to  Duncan— 

"  We  must  give  a  call  to  Uncas.  The  boy  has  Indian 
senses,  and  may  hear  what  is  hid  from  us ;  for,  behig  a 
white  skhi,  I  will  not  deny  my  nature." 

The  young  Mohican,  who  was  conversing  In  a  low  voice 
with  his  father,  started  as  he  heard  the  moaning  of  an  owl ; 
and,  springing  to  his  feet,  he  looked  toward  the  black 
mounds,  as  if  seeking  the  place  whence  the  sounds  pro- 
ceeded. The  scout  repeated  the  call,  and  In  a  few  moments 
Duncan  saw  the  figure  of  Uncas  stealing  cautiously  along 
the  rampart  to  the  spot  where  they  stood. 

Hawk-eye  explahied  his  wishes  in  a  very  few  words, 
which  were  spoken  in  the  Delaware  tongue.  So  soon  as 
Uncas  was  in  possession  of  the  reason  why  he  was  sum- 
moned, he  threw  himself  flat  on  the  turf ;  where,  to  the 
eyes  of  Duncan,  he  appeared  to  lie  flat  and  moUonless. 
Surprised  at  the  immovable  attitude  of  the  young  warrior, 
and  curious  to  observe  the  manner  in  which  he  employed  his 
faculties  to  obtain  the  desired  information,  Heyward  ad- 
vanced a  few  steps,  and  bent  over  the  dark  object,  on 
which  he  had  kept  his  eyes  intently  riveted.  Then  it  was 
be  discovered  that  the  form  of  Uncas  had  vanished,  and 
that  he  beheld  only  the  dark  outline  of  an  inequality  In 
the  embankment. 

"  "What  has  become  of  the  Mohican  7  "  he  demanded  of 
the  scout,  stepping  back  in  amazement ;  "  it  was  here  that 
I  saw  him  fall,  and  I  could  have  sworn  that  here  he  yet 
remained  I " 

"  Hist  I  speak  lower ;  for  we  know  not  what  ears  are 
open,  and  the  Mingoes  are  a  quick-witted  breed.  As  for 
Uncas,  he  is  out  on  the  plain,  and  the  Maquas,  if  any  such 
«re  about  us,  will  find  their  equal." 

"  You  then  think  that  Montcalm  has  not  called  off  all 
bis  Indians?  Let  us  give  the  alarm  to  our  companions, 
that  we  may  stand  by  our  arms.  Here  are  five  of  us,  who 
•re  not  unused  to  meet  an  enemy." 
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•*  Not  a  word  to  either,  as  you  value  life  I  Look  at  the 
Sagamore,  how  like  a  grand  Indian  chief  he  sits  by  the  fire  t 
If  there  are  any  skulkers  out  in  the  darkness,  they  will 
never  discover  by  his  countenance  that  we  suspect  dancer 
to  be  at  hand." 

"But  they  may  discover  hhn,  and  It  will  prove  his 
death.  His  person  can  be  too  plainly  seen  by  the  light  of 
that  Are,  and  he  will  become  the  first  and  most  certain  victim." 

"  It  is  undeniable  that  now  you  speak  the  truth,"  re- 
turned the  scout,  betraying  more  of  anxiety  in  his  manner 
than  was  usual,  "  yet  what  can  be  done  7  A  single  sus- 
picious look  might  bring  on  an  attack  before  we  are  ready 
to  receive  it.  He  knows  by  the  call  I  gave  to  Uncas,  that 
we  have  struck  a  scent  I  I  wUI  tell  hhn  that  we  are  on  the 
trail  of  the  Mhigoes ;  his  Indian  nature  will  teach  hhn  how 
to  act" 

The  scout  then  applied  his  fingers  to  his  mouth,  and 
raised  a  low  hissing  sound,  that  caused  Duncan  at  first  to 
start  aside,  believing  that  he  heard  a  serpent  The  head 
of  Chingachgook  was  resting  on  his  hand,  as  he  sat  musing 
by  hfanself ;  but  the  moment  he  heard  the  warning  of  the 
antanal  whose  name  he  bore,  It  arose  to  an  upright  position, 
and  his  dark  eyes  glanced  swiftly  and  keenly  on  every  side 
of  hhn.  With  this  sudden,  and  perhaps  involuntary,  move- 
ment every  appearance  of  surprise  or  alarm  was  ended. 
His  rifle  lay  untouched,  and  apparently  unnoticed,  within 
reach  of  his  hand.  The  tomahawk  that  he  had  loosened  to 
his  belt,  for  the  sake  of  ease,  was  even  suffered  to  fall  from 
its  usual  situation  to  the  ground,  and  his  form  seemed  to 
sink,  like  that  of  a  man,  whose  nerves  and  sinews  were 
suffered  to  relax  for  the  purpose  of  rest  Cunningly  resum- 
ing his  former  position,  though  with  a  change  of  hands,  as 
if  the  movement  had  been  made  merely  to  relieve  the  Ihnb, 
the  native  awaited  the  result  with  a  calmness  and  fortitude 
that  none  but  an  Indian  warrior  would  have  known  how 
to  exercise. 

But  Heyward  saw  that,  while  to  a  less  instructed  eye 
the  Mohican  chief  appeared  to  slumber,  his  nostrils  were 
expanded,  his  head  was  turned  a  Uttle  to  one  side,  as  if 
to  assist  the  organs  of  hearing,  and  that  his  quick  and  rapid 
glances  ran  incessantly  over  every  object  witUn  the  power 
of  his  vision. 

"  See  the  noble  fellow  I "  whispered  Hawk-eye,  presshig 
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the  arm  of  Heyward ;  "  he  knows  that  a  look  or  a  motion 
might  disconsart  our  wisdom,  and  put  us  at  the  mercy  of 
tiiem  imps" — 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  flash  and  report  of  a  rifle. 
The  air  was  filled  with  sparks  of  fire  around  that  spot  where 
the  eyes  of  Heyward  were  still  fastened  with  admiration 
and  wonder.  A  second  look  told  him  that  Chingachgook 
had  disappeared  in  the  confusion.  In  the  meantime  the 
scout  had  thrown  forward  his  rifle,  like  one  prepared  for 
instant  service,  and  awaited  impatiently  the  moment  when 
an  enemy  might  rise  to  view.  But  with  the  solitary  and 
fruitless  attempt  made  on  the  life  of  Chingachgook,  the  at- 
tack appeared  to  have  terminated.  Once  or  twice  the  listeners 
thought  they  could  distinguish  the  distant  rustling  of  bushes, 
as  bodies  of  sonic  unknown  description  rushed  through 
them ;  nor  was  it  long  before  Hawk-eye  pointed  out  the 
"  scampering  of  the  wolves,"  as  if  they  fled  precipitately 
before  the  passage  of  some  intruders  on  their  proper  do- 
mains. After  an  impatient  and  breathless  pause  of  several 
minutes,  a  plunge  was  heard  into  the  water,  and  was  imme- 
diately succeeded  by  the  report  of  another  rifle. 

"  There  goes  Uncas  1 "  said  the  scout ;  "  the  boy  bears 
a  smart  piece  I  I  know  its  crack,  as  well  as  a  father  knows 
the  language  of  his  child,  for  I  carried  the  gun  myself  until 
a  better  offered." 

"  What  can  this  mean  ?  "  demanded  Duncan ;  "  we  are 
watched,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  marked  for  destruction." 

"  Yonder  scattered  brand  can  witness  that  no  good  was 
intended,  and  this  Indian  will  testify  that  no  harm  has  been 
done,"  returned  the  scout,  dropping  his  rifle  coolly  across 
his  arm  again,  and  following  Chingachgook,  who  Just  then 
reappeared  within  the  circle  of  light,  into  the  bosom  of  the 
works.  "  How  is  it,  Sagamore  ?  Are  the  Mingoes  upon  us 
in  earnest,  or  is  it  only  one  of  those  reptiles  who  hang  upon 
the  skirts  of  a  war  party,  to  scalp  the  dead,  go  in,  and  make 
their  boast  among  the  squaws  of  the  'oliant  deeds  done 
on  the  pale-faces  t  " 

Chingachgook  very  quietly  resumed  his  seat,  nor  did  he 
make  any  reply,  until  after  he  had  examined  the  fire  brand 
which  had  been  struck  by  the  bullet,  that  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  himself.  After  which,  he  was  content  to  reply,  holding 
a  single  finger  up  to  view,  with  the  English  mono-syllable — 

"  One." 
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"  I  thought  as  much,"  returned  Hawk-eye,  seating  him- 
self ;  "  and  as  he  had  got  the  cover  of  the  lake  afore  Uncas 
pulled  upon  him.  It  Is  more  than  probable  the  knave  wlU 
sing  his  lies  about  some  great  ambushment.  In  which  he 
was  outlying  on  the  trail  of  two  Mohicans  and  a  white 
hunter — for  the  officers  can  be  considered  as  little  better 
than  Idlers  in  such  a  skrimmage.  Well,  let  him — ^let  him. 
There  are  always  some  honest  men  in  every  nation,  though 
Heaven  knows,  too,  that  they  are  scarce  among  the  Maquas, 
to  look  down  an  upstart  when  he  brags  ag'in  the  face  of 
all  reason  I  The  varlet  sent  his  lead  within  the  whistle  of 
your  ears.  Sagamore." 

Chingachgook  turned  a  calm  and  incurious  eye  towards 
the  place  where  the  ball  had  struck,  and  then  resumed  his 
fo  mer  attitude,  with  a  composure  that  could  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  so  trifling  an  incident.  Just  then  Uncas  glided 
into  the  circle,  and  seated  himself  at  the  fire,  with  the  same 
appearance  of  indifference  as  was  maintained  by  his  father. 

Of  these  several  movements,  Heyward  was  a  deeply  in- 
terested and  wondering  observer.  It  appeared  to  him  as 
though  the  foresters  had  some  secret  means  of  intelligence, 
which  had  escaped  the  vigilance  of  his  own  faculties.  In 
place  of  that  eager  and  garrulous  narration,  with  which  a 
white  youth  would  have  endeavoured  to  communicate,  and 
perhaps  exaggerate,  that  which  had  passed  out  In  the  dark- 
ness of  the  plain,  the  young  warrior  was  seemingly  content 
to  let  his  deeds  speak  for  themselves.  It  was,  in  fact, 
neither  the  moment  nor  the  occasion  for  an  Iidian  to  boast 
of  his  exploits ;  and  it  is  probable  that,  had  Heyward  neg- 
lect ic!  to  inquire,  not  another  syllable  would,  just  then,  have 
been  uttered  on  the  subject. 

"  What  has  become  of  our  enemy,  Uncas  ?  "  demanded 
Duncan ;  "  we  heard  your  rifle,  and  hoped  you  had  not 
fired  in  vain." 

The  young  chief  removed  a  fold  of  his  hunting-shirt, 
and  quietly  exposed  the  fatal  tuft  of  hair,  which  he  bore  as 
the  symbol  of  his  victory.  Chingachgook  laid  his  hand  on 
the  scalp,  and  considered  it  for  a  moment  with  deep  atten- 
tion. Then  dropping  it,  with  powerful  disgust  depicted  in 
his  strong  and  expressive  features,  he  exclaimed— 

"Hugh  I   Oneida  I" 

"  Oneida  I "  repeated  the  scout,  who  was  fast  losing  his 
interest  in  the  scene,  in  an  apathy  nearly  assimilated  to 
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that  of  hi*  other  associates,  but  who  now  advanced  with 
uncommon  earnestness  to  regard  the  bloody  badge.  "  By 
the  Lord,  if  the  Oneidas  are  outlying  upon  our  trail,  we 
shall  be  flanked  by  devils  on  every  side  of  us  I  Now,  to 
white  eyes  there  is  no  difference  between  this  bit  of  skin 
and  that  of  any  other  Indian,  and  yet  the  Sagamore  declares 
It  came  from  the  poll  of  a  Mingo ;  nay,  he  even  names  the 
tribe  of  the  poor  devil,  with  as  much  ease  as  If  the  scalp 
was  the  leaf  of  a  book,  and  each  hahr  a  letter.  What  right 
have  Christian  whites  to  boast  of  their  learning,  when  a 
savage  can  read  a  language  that  would  prove  too  much  for 
the  wisest  of  them  all  1  What  say  you,  lad ;  of  what  people 
was  the  knave  ?  " 

Uncas  raised  his  eyes  to  the  face  of  the  scout,  and 
answered,  In  his  soft,  musical  voice — 

"  Oneida." 

"  Oneida  again  I  when  one  Indian  makes  a  declarat^  :<  i 
it  is  commonly  true;  but  when  he  is  supported  by  his 
people,  set  It  down  as  gospel  I  " 

"  The  poor  feUow  has  mistaken  us  for  French,"  said 
Heyward,  "  or  he  would  not  have  attempted  the  life  of  a 
friend." 

"  He  mistakes  a  Mohican,  In  his  patot,  for  a  Huron  I 
You  would  be  as  likely  to  mistake  them  white-ooated 
grenadiers  of  Montcalm  for  the  scarlet  jackets  of  the '  Royal 
Americans,'  "  returned  the  scout.  "  No,  no,  the  sarpent 
knew  his  errand ;  nor  was  there  any  great  mistake  in  the 
matter,  for  there  Is  but  little  love  atween  a  Delaware  and  a 
Mingo,  let  their  tribes  go  out  to  flght  for  whom  they  may 
in  a  white  quarrel.  For  that  matter,  though  the  Oneidas 
do  serve  his  sacred  majesty,  who  is  my  or^a  sovereign  lord 
and  master,  I  should  not  have  dellbc7av.ei  long  about  let- 
ting off  '  kill  deer '  at  the  imp  myself,  bad  luck  thrown 
him  In  my  way." 

"  That  would  have  been  an  abuse  of  our  treaties,  and 
unworthy  of  your  character." 

*•  When  a  man  consorts  much  with  a  people,"  continued 
Hawk-eye,  "  if  they  are  honest,  and  he  no  knave,  love  will 
grow  up  atwixt  them.  It  is  true  that  white  cunning  has 
managed  to  thfow  the  tribes  into  great  confusion,  as  re- 
spects friends  and  enemies ;  so  that  the  Hurons  and  the 
Oneidas,  who  speak  the  same  tongue,  or  what  may  be  called 
the  same,  take  each  othei  s  scalps,  and  the  Delawares  are 
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divided  among  themselves ;  a  few  hanging  about  their  great 
council  fire,  on  their  ovm  river,  and  fighting  on  the  same 
side  with  the  Mingoes,  while  the  greater  part  are  in  the 
Canadas,  out  of  uatural  enmity  to  the  Maquas — thus  tlirow- 
ing  everything  into  disorder,  and  destroying  all  the  harmony 
of  warfare.  Yet  a  red  natur  is  not  lilcely  to  alter  with  every 
shift  of  policy  I  so  that  the  love  atwixt  a  Mohican  and  a 
Mingo  is  much  like  the  regard  between  a  white  man  and  a 
sarpent." 

"  I  regret  to  hear  it ;  for  I  had  believed  those  natives 
who  dwelt  within  our  boundaries  had  found  us  too  just  and 
liberal,  not  to  identify  themselves,  fully,  with  our  quarrels." 

"  Why,"  said  the  scout,  "  I  believe  it  is  natur  to  give  a 
preference  to  one's  own  quarrels  before  those  of  strangers. 
Now,  for  myself,  I  do  love  justice ;  and  therefore — I  will 
not  say  I  hate  a  Mingo,  for  that  may  be  unsuitable  to  my 
colour  and  religion — though  I  will  just  repeat,  it  may  have 
been  owing  to  the  night  that  '  kill  deer '  had  no  hand  in 
the  death  of  this  skulking  Oneida." 

Then,  as  if  satisfied  with  Jie  force  of  his  own  reasons, 
whatever  might  be  their  effect  on  the  opinions  of  the  other 
disputant,  the  honest  but  implacable  woodsman  turned 
from  the  (Ire,  content  to  let  the  controversy  sliunber.  Hey- 
ward  withdrew  to  the  rampart,  too  uneasy  and  too  little 
accustomed  to  the  warfare  of  the  woods,  to  remain  at  ease 
under  the  possibility  of  such  insidious  attacks.  Not  so,  how- 
ever, with  the  scout  and  the  Mohicans.  Those  acute  and 
long  practised  senses,  whose  powers  so  often  exceed  the 
limits  of  all  ordinary  credulity,  after  having  detected  the 
danger,  had  enabled  them  to  ascert-  'ts  magnitude  and 
duration.  Not  one  of  the  thr?e  at  ed  in  the  least  to 
doubt,  now,  of  their  perfect  security,  as  was  indicated  by 
the  preparations  that  were  soon  made,  to  sit  in  council 
over  their  future  proceedings. 

The  confusion  of  nations,  and  even  of  tribes,  to  which 
Hawk-eye  alluded,  existed  at  that  period  in  the  fullest  force. 
The  great  tie  of  language,  and,  of  course,  of  a  common  origin, 
was  served  in  many  places ;  and  it  v:as-  one  of  its  conse- 
quences that  the  Delawaro  and  the  Mingo  (as  the  people 
of  the  Six  Nations  were  called)  were  found  fighting  in  the 
same  ranks,  while  the  latter  sought  the  scalp  of  the  Huron, 
though  ^ved  to  be  the  root  of  h'S  own  stock.  The  Dela- 
wares  r/en  divide''i  among  themselves.    Though  lov« 
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for  the  wO  which  had  belonged  to  his  ancestors  kept  the 
Sagamore  of  the  Mohicans,  with  a  small  band  of  followers  who 
were  serving  at  Edward,  under  the  banners  of  the  En^sh 
king,  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  his  nation  were  known 
to  be  hi  the  field  as  allies  of  Montcalm.  The  reader  pro- 
bably knows.  If  enough  has  not  already  been  gleaned  from 
this  narraUve,  that  the  Delaware,  or  Lenape,  dahned  to  be 
the  progenitors  of  that  numerous  people  who  were  once 
masters  of  most  of  the  Eastern  a:.d  Northern  states  of 
America,  of  whom  the  community  of  the  Mohicans  was  an 
ancient  and  highly  honoured  member. 

It  was,  of  course,  with  a  perfect  und^rsUndlng  of  the 
mhiute  and  hitricate  taterests  which  had  armed  friend 
agahist  friend,  and  brought  natural  enemies  to  combat  by 
each  other's  side,  that  the  scout  and  his  companions  now 
disposed  themselves  to  deliberate  on  the  measures  that  were 
to  govern  thehr  future  movements,  amid  so  many  Jarring 
and  savage  races  of  men.    Duncan  knew  enough  of  Indian 
customs  to  understand  the  reason  that  the  flre  was  replen- 
ished, and  why  the  warriors,  not  excepting  Hawk-eye,  took 
theh-  seats  withta  the  curl  of  its  smoke,  with  so  much  gravity 
and  decorum.    Placing  himself  at  an  angle  of  the  works, 
where  he  might  be  a  spectotor  of  the  scene  within,  whUe 
he  kept  a  watchful  eye  against  any  danger  from  without, 
,  he  awaited  the  result,  with  as  much  paUence  as  he  could 
siunmon  for  the  occasion. 

After  a  short  and  impressive  pause,  Chingachgook  Ughted 
a  pipe,  whose  bowl  was  curiously  carved  in  one  of  the  soft 
stones  of  the  country,  and  whose  stem  was  a  tube  of  wood, 
and  commenced  smoking.    When  he  had  inhaled  enough 
Of  the  fragrance  of  the  soothing  weed,  he  passed  the  histru- 
ment  toto  the  hands  of  the  scout    In  this  manner  the  pipe 
had  made  its  rounds  three  several  Umes,  amid  the  most 
profound  sUence,  before  either  of  the  party  open2d  his  lips 
to  speak.    Then  the  Sagamore,  as  the  oldest  and  highest 
in  rank,  to  a  few  calm  and  dignified  words,  proposed  the 
subject  for  deliberation.    He  was  answered  by  the  scout  • 
and  Chingachgook  rejoined,  when  the  other  objected  to  his 
opinions.    But  the  youthful  Uncas  continued  a  silent  and 
respectful  listener,  untU  Hawk-eye,  to  complaisance,  de- 
manded his  opinion.    Heyward  gathered  from  the  manners 
of  the  different  speakers  that  the  father  and  son  espoused 
one  side  of  the  disputed  question,  while  the  white  man 
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maintained  the  other.  The  contest  graduaUy  grew  warmer, 
unto  it  was  quite  evident  the  feelings  of  the  speaksrs  began 
to  be  somewhat  enlisted  in  the  debate. 

Notwithstanding  the  increasing  warmth  of  the  amilcable 
contest,  the  most  decorous  Christian  assembly,  not  even 
excepting  those  in  which  its  reverend  ministers  are  collected, 
might  have  learned  a  wholesome  lesson  of  moderation  from 
the  forbearance  and  courtesy  of  the  disputants.  The  words 
of  Uncas  were  received  with  the  same  deep  attention  as 
those  which  fell  from  the  maturer  wisdom  of  his  father ; 
and  so  far  from  manifesting  any  impatience,  none  spoke 
in  reply,  until  a  few  moments  of  silent  meditation  were 
seemingly  bestowed  in  deliberating  on  what  had  already 
been  said. 

The  language  of  the  Mohicans  was  accompanied  by  ges- 
tures so  direct  and  natural  that  Heyward  had  but  little 
difficulty  in  following  the  thread  of  their  argument.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  scout  was  obscure ;  because,  from  the 
lingering  pride  of  colour,  he  rather  affected  «the  cold  and  in- 
artificial manner  which  characterises  all  classes  of  Anglo- 
I  Americans  when  unexcited.  By  the  frequency  with  which 
the  Indians  described  the  marks  of  a  forest  trail,  it  was 
evident  they  urged  a  pursuit  by  land,  while  the  repeated 
sweep  of  Hawk-eye's  arm  towards  the  Horican  denoted 
that  he  advocated  a  passage  across  its  waters. 

The  latter  was,  to  every  appearance,  fast  losing  ground, 
and  the  point  was  about  to  be  decided  against  him,  when 
he  arose  to  his  feet,  and  shaking  off  his  apathy,  he  suddenly 
assumed  the  manner  of  an  Indian,  and  adopted  all  the  arts 
of  native  eloquence.  Elevating  an  arm,  he  pointed  out  the 
track  of  the  sun,  repeating  the  gesture  for  every  day  that 
was  necessary  to  accomplish  their  object.  Then  he  de- 
lineated a  long  and  painful  path,  amid  rocks  and  water- 
courses. The  age  and  weakness  of  the  slumbering  and  un- 
conscious Munro  were  indicated  by  signs  too  palpable  to 
be  mistaken.  Duncan  perceived  that  even  his  own  powers 
were  spoken  lightly  of,  as  the  scout  extended  his  palm,  and 
mentioned  him  by  the  appellation  of  the  "  open  hand  " ; 
a  name  his  liberality  had  purchased  of  all  the  friendly  tribes. 
Then  came  the  representation  of  the  light  and  graceful  move- 
ments of  a  canoe,  set  in  forcible  contrast  to  the  tottering 
steps  of  one  enfeebled  and  tired.  He  concluded  by  pointing 
to  the  scalp  of  the  Oneida,  and  apparently  urging  the 


218  THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 

♦K-T^n**^**?**^  "'^"**  ^^^^'^y-  ""<*  '^W*  countenances 
that  reflected  the  sentlmenU  of  the  speaker.    ConvSn 

gaduaUy  wrought  If  influence,  and  tSwardi  the  dose  of 
tiawit-eye  a  speech,  his  sentences  vere  accompanied  by  the 
^^H  T*7  •^'^r *"o«  o'  coniraendailon.  In  short,  Unws 
and  his  fathCT  became  converts  to  his  Wh-  of  tiUnidnc 

Shi^m':^*  i*""''  T"  PI*^»°"»>y  «Pr«sed  optolons,  with  a 
Uberality  and  candour  that,  had  they  been  the  representa- 

wn2.?f"HT  *^M  ^''"'f*^  P'^^P'*'  ^°"^<»  have  InfaUibfy 
worked  their  poIiUcal  ruin,  by  destroying,  for  ever,  the  J 
repuUUon  for  consistency.  * 

H-hli*  *^'*"*  the  matter  in  discussion  was  decided,  the 
debate,  and  everything  connected  with  it,  except  the  result 

streSL  h..^ 7,^**  In  applaudhig  eyes,  very  composedly 
stretched  his  tall  frame  before  the  dyhig  embers,  and  closed 
his  own  organs  in  sleep.  b  ""«»«,  ana  closed 

Left  now  In  a  measure  to  themselves,,  the  Mohicans 

^h?«  "T^J'fK  ^"^  ~  "^"*=»»  *»«^°^««*  to'the  totew  JTof 
^iv!^'  ?    «  "»« »no»nent  to  devote  some  attention  to  them- 
selv«i.   Casting  oil  at  once  the  grave  and  austere  demeano" 
hL?nn^,^^  ^^t'  CWngachgook  commenced  speaktag  S 
his  son  in  the  soft  and  playful  tones  of  affection.    Uncas 

breathing  of  the  scout  announced  that  he  slept,  a  comnlete 
change  was  effected  in  the  manner  of  his  twJassS 

It  is  hnpossible  to  describe  the  music  of  thefa-  lanimase 
Twl  ;  •ngaged  in  laughter  and  endearments,  iTsuch 
a  way  as  to  render  it  intelligible  to  those  whose  Lrs  have 
never  listened  to  its  melody.  u»c  ears  nave 

TTie  compass  of  theh-  voices,  particularly  that  of  the 
to?on;,T«r^'''''"*V  extending  from  the^eepesrhSj 
I VhTf  V  Z^?u  *""?  '*''"^°«  ^  ''^'t"^"-  The  eyes  of  the 
father  foUowed  the  plasUc  and  tagenlous  movements  of  the 

tTt^i^r^  '*'^*?''  '^^  ^«  °«^«^  '^«d  to  smile  to  reply 
fh«  ?nfl  **  '  contagious  but  low  laughter.  While  under 
the  tofluence  of  these  genUe  and  natural  feeltogs,  no  txace 
of  ferocity  was  to  be  seen  to  the  softened  featu;es  of  toe 
Sagamore.  His  figured  panoply  of  death  looked  more  like 
«  disguise  assumed  to  mockery  than  a  fierce  annunciation  of  a 
desire  to  carry  destrucUon  and  desolaUon  in  his  footsteps 
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After  tn  hour  passed  In  the  taidulgence  of  their  better 
feelings,  Oilngachgook  abruptly  announced  hU  desire  to 
sleep,  by  wrapping  his  head  In  his  blanket,  and  stretching 
his  form  on  the  naked  earth.  The  merriment  of  Uncas  In- 
stantly ceased,  and  carefully  raking  the  coals  In  such  a 
manner  that  they  should  Impart  their  warmth  to  his  father's 
feet,  the  youth  sought  his  own  pillow  among  the  ruins  of 
the  place. 

Imbibing  renewed  confidence  from  the  security  of  these 
experienced  foresters,  Hejrward  soon  imitated  theU*  example, 
and  long  before  the  night  had  turned,  they  who  lay  in  the 
bosom  of  the  ruined  work,  seemed  to  slumber  as  heavily 
as  the  unconscious  multitude  whose  bones  were  already  be- 
ginning to  bleach  on  the  surrounding  plain. 
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CHAPTER  XX 

**  Land  of  Albania ;   let  m«  bend  mine  eyes 
On  thee,  thoa  ragged  nurse  of  savage  men  I  ** 

Child*  Harold. 

The  heavens  were  still  studded  with  stars  when  Hawk- 
eye  came  to  arouse  the  sleepers.  Casting  aside  their  cloaks, 
Munro  and  Heyward  were  on  their  feet,  while  the  woods- 
man was  still  making  his  low  calls  at  the  entrance  of  the 
rude  shelter  where  they  had  passed  the  night.  When  they 
issued  from  beneath  its  concealment,  they  found  the  scout 
awaiting  their  appearance  nigh  by,  and  the  only  salutation 
between  them  was  the  significant  gesture  for  silence  made 
by  their  sagacious  leader. 

"  Thtak  over  your  prayers,"  he  whispered,  as  they  ap- 
proached him ;  "  for  He,  to  whom  you  make  them,  knows 
all  tongues ;  that  of  the  heart  as  well  as  those  of  the  mouth. 
But  speak  not  a  syllable ;  It  is  rare  for  a  white  voice  to 
pitch  itself  properly  in  the  woods,  as  we  have  seen  by  the 
example  of  that  miserable  devU,  the  singer.  Come,"  he  con- 
tinued, turning  towards  a  curtatai  of  the  works ;  "  let  us 
get  into  the  ditch  on  this  side,  and  be  regardful  to  step  on 
the  stones  and  fragments  of  wood  as  you  go." 

His  companions  complied,  though  to  one  of  them  the 
reasons  of  all  this  extraordinary  precaution  were  yet  a 


i 


220 


THE  LAST  OP  TKB  MOHICANS 


mystery.  When  they  were  In  the  low  cavity  that  imronnded 
the  earthen  fort  on  three  of  its  sides,  they  found  the  passage 
neariy  choked  by  the  ruins.  With  care  and  paUence,  how- 
ever, they  succeeded  in  dambering  after  the  scout,  until  they 
reached  the  sandy  shore  of  the  Horican. 

"  That's  a  trail  that  nothing  but  a  nose  can  follow," 
said  the  satisfied  scout,  looking  back  along  thehr  difficult 
way ;  "  grass  is  a  treacherous  carpet  for  a  flying  party  to 
tread  on,  but  wood  and  stone  take  no  print  from  a  moccasin. 
Had  you  worn  your  armed  booU,  there  might,  indeed,  have 
been  somethtaig  to  fear  I  but  with  the  deer-skin  suitably 
prepared,  a  man  may  trust  htansclf  generally  on  rocks  with 
safety.  Shove  in  the  canoe  nlgher  to  tlie  land,  Uncas; 
this  sand  will  take  a  stamp  as  easfly  as  the  butter  of  the 
Dutchers  on  the  Mohawk.  SofUy,  lad,  sofUy ;  it  must  not 
touch  the  beach,  or  the  knaves  will  know  by  what  road  we 
have  left  the  place." 

The  young  man  observed  the  precaution ;  and  the  scout, 
laying  a  board  from  the  ruins  to  the  canoe,  made  a  sign 
for  the  two  officers  to  enter.  When  this  was  done,  every- 
thing was  studiously  restored  to  its  former  disorder ;  and 
then  Hawk-eye  succeeded  in  reaching  his  little  birchen 
vessel,  without  leaving  behind  him  any  of  those  marks 
which  he  appeared  so  much  to  dread.  Heyward  was  .,Oert 
unUl  the  Indians  had  cautiously  paddled  the  canoe  some 
distance  from  the  fort,  and  within  the  broad  and  dark 
shadow  that  fell  from  the  eastern  mountains  on  the  glossy 
surface  of  the  lake ;  then  he  demanded — 

"  What  need  have  we  for  this  stolen  and  hurried  de- 
parture ?  " 

"  If  the  blood  of  an  Oneida  could  stain  such  a  sheet  of 
pure  water  as  this  we  float  on,"  returned  the  scout,  "  your 
two  eyes  would  answer  your  own  question.  Have  you  for- 
gotten the  skulking  reptile  that  Uncas  slew  ?  " 

"  By  no  means.  But  he  was  said  to  be  alone,  and  dead 
men  give  no  cause  for  fear  I " 

"  Ay,  he  was  alone  in  his  deviltry  I  but  an  Indian, 
whose  tribe  counts  so  many  warriors,  need  seldom  fear  his 
blood  wUl  run  without  the  death-shridc  coming  speedily 
from  some  of  his  enemies." 

*'  But  our  presence— the  authority  of  Ck)lonel  Munro, 
would  prove  a  sufficient  protection  against  the  anger  of  our 
allies,  espedaUy  in  a  case  where  the  wretch  so  well  merited 
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Us  fate.  I  troft  In  Heaven  you  have  not  deviated  a  iln^e 
foot  from  the  direct  line  of  our  course  with  so  slight  a 
reason." 

"  Do  yon  think  the  bullet  of  that  varlet's  rifle  %nrald 
have  turned  aside,  thou^  his  sacred  majesty  the  king  had 
stood  in  its  path  7  "  returned  the  stubborn  scout  "  Why 
did  not  the  grand  Frencher,  he  who  Is  captain  general  of 
the  Conadas,  bury  the  tomahawks  of  the  Hurons,  if  a  word 
from  a  white  can  work  so  strongly  on  the  natur  of  an 
Indian  T  " 

The  reply  of  Heyward  was  interrupted  by  a  deep  and 
heavy  groan  from  Munro ;  but  after  he  had  paused  a 
rroment,  in  deference  to  the  sorrow  of  his  aged  friend,  he 
resumed  the  subject. 

"  The  Marquis  of  Montcalm  can  only  settle  that  error 
with  his  God,"  said  the  young  man,  solemnly. 

"  Ay,  ay,  now  there  is  reason  in  your  words,  for  they 
are  bottomed  on  religion  and  honesty.  There  is  a  vast 
difference  between  throwing  a  regiment  of  white  coats 
atwixt  the  tribes  and  the  prisoners,  and  coaxing  an  angry 
savage  to  forget  he  carries  a  knife  and  a  rifle,  with  words 
that  must  begin  with  calling  him  '  your  son.'  No,  no/' 
continued  the  scout,  looking  back  at  the  dim  shore  of 
William  Henry,  which  now  appeared  to  be  fast  receding, 
and  laughing  in  his  own  silent  but  heartfelt  manner ;  "  I 
have  but  a  traU  of  water  atween  us ;  and  unless  the  imps 
can  make  friends  wilh  the  flshes,  and  hear  who  has  paddled 
across  their  basin  this  fine  morning,  we  shall  throw  the 
length  of  the  Horican  behind  us,  before  they  have  made 
up  their  minds  which  path  to  take." 

"  With  foes  in  front,  and  foes  in  our  rear,  our  Journey 
is  like  to  be  one  of  danger  1 " 

"  Danger  !  "  repeated  Hawk-eye,  calmly  ;  "  no,  not 
absolutely  of  danger;  for,  with  vigilant  ears  and  quick 
eyes,  we  can  manage  to  keep  a  few  hours  ahead  of  the 
knaves ;  or,  if  we  must  try  the  rifle,  there  are  three  of  us 
who  understand  its  gifts  as  well  as  any  you  can  name  on 
the  borders.  No,  not  of  danger,  but  that  we  shall  have 
what  you  may  call  a  brisk  push  of  it  is  probable ;  and  it 
may  happen  a  brush,  a  skrimmage,  or  some  such  diver- 
sion, but  always  where  covers  are  good  and  ammunition 
abundant." 

It   is   possible  that  Heyward's  estimate   of  danger, 
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that  of  th«  icout ;  tor  Instead  of  nplyino.  he  now  mi  in 
•Uence.  while  the  c«,oe  glided  over  wve^dmS^  oT  wotel 
Jurt  at  the  day  dawned  they  entered  the  nmil  Jl  thil 

c"u  IlS'  £:ndr*'l?w"\"'Jl!f  "-^^  «nong"t'Kr;„mb^! 
iSrln  iS  J.  ••  "  ^"  ?y  "»*■  ~"^  '»»at  Montcalm  hod 
5^Ji  uJ?  ^**  "71'.  "**  "»•  «»ventnrert  knew  not  but 
^i^?M '^,  '^'"'  "'.*"•  '"***^  *»  ""bush  to  protect  ihe 
I^J^f .h'i'ir'  ■"**  *°"''^  *»»•  ttraggler..   They  thwiforl 

Chingachgook  laid  aside  his  paddle,  whOe  Uncas  and 
SLtrS.^  '*1?  "«***  vessel  throui  cr^ked  a"d  te^ 
^^A^J^^l*l^^r  ^^^  '°°*  *»»•'  "»«y  advanced  S- 
«™  •^u**  ^*  **■"«»  »'  «>">•  ««dden  rising  on  th^ 
iTf,?; ,  ?**•  7"*  **'  *•  S'S-^o"  "oved  wis;  from 
l^nih."'**,'"**  ~uP''  **  ~P»«'  ••  "»e  canoe  pro,^d7d" 

tw  bent  InTSf/h'^i'*'  ^if"'  P'™*"«^' »»«-  ^-»  vision 
was  bent  along  the  bald  rocks  and  Impending  foresU  that 
frowned  upon  the  narrow  strait 

Heyward,  who  was  a  doubly  Interested  SDeetetar   .. 

r^iX'Sf  '?nr  °'  '"•  p^««  -  '^  «?e  S^'hS^iio" 

«iu?.K  ^^  »"»«"«".  ''^w  JMt  beUevIng  that  he  had  wr- 
mitted  the  latter  to  be  excited  without  -uTIctentfea^n 

t^X'^^^or^'  "*°^^«'  *-  *>•>•<"--  ^  -i^^' 

the'llSit*?«i'hfwl"*  u"."^'  "*"^y  •'  *»»«  «om«nt  that 
«««flfH  fi^^  '!  !u''**''  ^""^  "«^«  on  the  side  ol  the  canoe 
notified  them  of  the  vicinity  of  danger 

as  tt  SJUlnHTl7'''''**^V«'"''  "the  lake  Is  as  smooth 

1  ionV?i«».  '^u^®"  *'  "°'  «»  "»"<*  «  the  black  head  of 
«  loon  dotting  the  water  I  " 

the^SLSon^^hS  m"^^  '*^***  **'*  P^***^J«'  «»<»  pointed  In 
tne  direction  that  his  own  steady  look  was  riveted     nun 

can's  eyes  followed  the  moUon.  A  few  rJi,  rt^ir  SoJt 
lay  another  of  the  low  wooded  islets,  but  it  appeared  L 
Tu^:^Tl^  "  *^  ""'"^^  ^"^  --  beeTdLrbe^ 

a  lovdy'^certt';^  '^'^  "*'"*  '^'  ""^  -«*-'  "<» 
I.  .il"^''  '  "  ^"terrupted  the  scout  "  Ay,  Sagamore  there 
U  always  a  reason  for  what  you  do  I    'Tb  but^JThSe,  aS5 
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yet  It  It  not  naturaL  Yon  sm  the  mist.  Major,  that  la 
riling  above  the  island ;  you  can't  call  it  a  fog,  for  It  la 
more  like  a  streak  of  thin  cloud  "— 

**  It  Is  vapour  from  the  water." 

"That  a  child  could  tell.  But  what  is  the  edging  of 
blacker  smoke  that  hangs  along  its  lower  side,  and  which 
you  may  trace  down  into  the  thicket  of  hazel  T  Tis  from 
a  fire,  but  one  that,  in  my  Judgment,  has  been  suffered  to 
bum  low." 

"  Let  us  then  push  for  the  place  and  relieve  our  doubts," 
said  the  impatient  Duncan ;  "  the  party  must  be  small  thai 
can  lie  on  such  a  bit  of  land." 

"  If  yon  Judge  of  Indian  cunning  by  the  rules  you  find 
hi  books,  or  by  white  sagacity,  they  will  lead  you  astray, 
if  not  to  your  death,"  returned  Hawk>eye,  examining  tlie 
signs  of  the  place  with  that  acuteness  which  disllnguished 
him.  "  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak  in  this  matter,  it 
will  be  to  say  that  we  have  but  two  things  to  choose 
between ;  the  one  is  to  return,  and  give  up  all  thoughts 
of  following  the  Hurons  " — 

"  Never  I  "  exclaimed  Heyward,  in  a  voice  far  too  loud 
for  their  circumstances. 

"  Wdl,  well,"  continued  Hawk-eye,  making  a  hasty  sign 
to  suppress  his  ardour,  "  I  am  much  of  your  mind  myself, 
though  I  thought  it  becoming  my  experience  to  tdl  the 
whole.  We  must  then  make  a  push,  and  if  the  Indians  or 
Frenchers  are  in  the  narrows,  run  the  gauntlet  through 
these  topling  mountains.  Is  there  reason  in  my  words. 
Sagamore  7  " 

The  Indian  made  no  other  answer  than  by  dropping  his 
paddle  into  the  water  and  urging  forward  the  canoe.  A» 
he  held  the  office  of  directing  its  course,  his  resolution  was 
sufRcientiy  indicated  by  the  movement.  The  whole  party 
now  plied  their  paddles  vigorously,  and  in  a  very  few 
moments  they  had  reached  a  point  whence  they  might  com- 
mand an  entire  view  of  the  northern  shore  of  the  island,  the 
side  that  had  hitherto  been  concealed. 

"  There  they  are,  by  all  the  truth  of  signs  1 "  whispered 
the  scout ;  "  two  canoes  and  a  smoke  1  The  knaves  hav'n't 
yet  got  their  eyes  out  of  the  mist,  or  we  should  hear  the 
accursed  whoop.  Together,  friends — we  are  leaving  them» 
and  are  already  nearly  out  of  whistle  of  a  bullet." 

The  well-known  crack  of  a  rifle,  whose  ball  came  skipping 
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along  the  placid  surface  of  the  strait,  and  a  shrill  yell 
from  the  island,  interrupted  his  speech,  and  announced  that 
their  passage  was  discovered.  In  another  instant  several 
savages  were  seen  rushhig  into  the  canoes,  which  were  soon 
dancing  over  the  water  in  swift  pursuit.  These  fearful  pre- 
cursors of  a  coming  struggle  produced  no  change  in  the  coun- 
tenances and  movements  of  his  three  guides,  so  far  as  Dun- 
can could  discover,  except  that  the  strokes  of  their  paddles 
were  longer  and  more  in  unison,  and  caused  the  little  bark 
to  spring  forward  like  a  creature  possessing  life  and  volition. 
"  Hold  them  there,  Sagamore,"  said  Hawk-eye,  looking 
coolly  backward  over  his  left  shoulder,  while  he  still  plied 
his  paddle ;  "  keep  them  just  there.  Them  Hurons  have 
never  a  piece  in  their  nation  that  will  execute  at  this  dis- 
tance ;  but '  kill-deer '  has  a  barrel  on  which  a  man  may 
safely  calculate." 

The  scout  having  ascertained  that  the  Mohicans  were 
sufficient  of  themselves  to  maintafai  the  requisite  distance, 
deliberately  laid  aside  his  paddle  and  raised  the  fatal  rifle. 
Three  several  times  he  brought  the  piece  to  his  shoulder, 
and  when  his  companions  were  expecting  the  report,  he  as 
often  lowered  it  to  request  the  Indians  would  permit  their 
enemies  to  approach  a  little  nigher.  At  length  his  accurate 
and  fastidious  eye  seemed  satisfied,  and,  throwhig  out  his 
left  arm  on  the  barrel,  he  was  slowly  elevating  the  muzzle, 
when  an  exclamation  from  Uncas,  who  sat  in  the  bow,  once 
more  caused  him  to  suspend  the  shot. 

"  What  now,  lad  ?  "  demanded  Hawk-eye ;  "  you  saved 
a  Huron  from  the  death-shriek  by  that  word ;  have  you 
reason  for  what  you  do  ?  " 

Uncas  pointed  towards  the  rocky  shore,  a  little  in  their 
front,  whence  another  war  canoe  was  darting  directly  across 
their  course.  It  was  too  obvious  now  that  their  situation 
was  imminently  perilous  to  need  the  aid  of  language  to 
confirm  it.  The  scout  laid  aside  his  rifle,  a.id  resumed  the 
paddle,  while  Chingachgook  inclined  the  bows  of  the  canoe 
a  little  towards  the  western  shore,  in  order  to  increase  the 
distance  between  them  and  this  new  enemy.  In  the  mean- 
time they  were  reminded  of  the  presence  of  those  who 
pressed  upon  thehr  rear  by  wild  and  exulting  shouts.  The 
stirring  scene  awakened  even  Munro  from  the  dull  apathy 
Into  which  he  was  plunged  by  the  weight  of  his  misfortunes. 
*'  Let  us  make  for  the  rocks  on  the  main,"  be  said,  with 
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the  Ann  mien  of  a  tried  soldier,  "  and  give  batUe  to  the 
savages.  God  forbid  that  I,  or  those  attached  to  me  and 
mine,  should  ever  trust  again  to  the  faith  of  any  servant 
of  the  Louises  I  " 

"He  who  wishe  to  prosper  u;  Indian  warfare,"  returned 
the  busy  scout.  "  i  mst  not  be  ton  proud  to  learn  from  the 
Wit  of  a  native.  Lay  her  moi«  nlong  the  land.  Sagamore ; 
we  are  doubling  on  "ic  varSels,  and  perhaps  they  may  try 
to  strike  our  traU  on  the  long  calculaUon." 

Hawk-eye  was  not  mistaken,  for  when  the  Hurons  found 
their  course  was  likely  to  throw  them  behind  their  chase, 
they  rendered  it  less  direct,  until  by  gradually  bearing  more 
and  more  obUquely,  the  two  canoes  were  ere  long  gliding 
on  paraUel  lines,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  each  other 
It  now  became  enthndy  a  trial  of  speed.    So  rapid  was  the 
progress  of  the  light  vessels,  that  the  lake  curled  ia  their 
front  in  mhiiature  waves,  and  their  moUon  became  undu- 
lating by  lU  own  velocity.    It  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  this 
circumstance,  in  addiUon  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  every 
hand  employed  at  the  paddles,  that  the  Hurons  had  not 
hnmcdiate  recourse  to  their  fire-arms.     The  exertions  of 
the  fugitives  were  too  severe  to  continue  long,  and  the  pur- 
suers had  the  advantage  of  numbers.    Duncan  observed 
with  uneasiness  that  the  scout  began  to  look  anxiously 
about  hhn,  as  if  searching  for  some  further  means  of  assist- 
ing their  flight 

"  Edge  her  a  little  more  from  the  sun.  Sagamore,"  said 
the  stubborn  woodsman  ;  "  I  see  the  knaves  are  sparing  a 
man  to  the  rifle.  A  single  broken  bone  might  lose  us  our 
scalps.  Edge  more  from  the  sun,  and  we  wUl  put  the  island 
between  us." 

The  expedient  was  not  without  its  use.  A  long,  low 
island  lay  at  a  litUe  distance  before  them,  and  as  they 
closed  with  It,  the  chasing  canoe  was  compeUed  to  take  a 
side  opposite  to  that  on  which  the  pursued  passed.  The 
scout  and  his  companions  did  not  neglect  this  advantage, 
but  the  histant  they  were  hid  from  observation  by  the 
bushes,  they  redoubled  efforts  that  before  had  seemed  pro- 
digious. The  two  canoes  came  round  the  last  low  point  like 
two  coursers  at  the  top  of  their  speed,  the  fugitives  taking 
the  lead.  This  change  had  brought  them  nigher  to  each 
othCT,  however,  while  it  altered  theU:  relative  positions. 

"  You  showed  knowledge  in  the  shaping  of  birchen  bark, 
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Uncas,  when  you  chose  this  from  among  the  Huron  canoes," 
said  the  scout,  smiling,  apparently  more  In  satisfaction  at 
their  superiority  in  the  race  than  from  that  prospect  of 
final  escape,  which  now  began  to  open  a  little  upon  them. 
"  The  imps  have  put  ^  theh*  strength  again  at  the  peddles, 
and  we  are  to  struggle  for  our  scalps  with  bits  of  flattened 
wood,  instead  of  clouded  barrels  and  true  eyes  1  A  long 
stroke,  and  together,  friends." 

"  They  are  preparing  for  a  shot,"  said  Hcyward ;  "  and 
as  we  are  in  a  line  with  them,  it  can  scarcely  fail." 

"  Get  you  then  into  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,"  returned 
the  scout ;  "  you  and  the  Colonel ;  it  will  be  so  much  taken 
from  the  size  of  the  mark." 

Heyward  smiled,  as  he  answered — 

"  It  would  be  but  an  ill  example  for  the  highest  in  rank 
to  dodge  while  the  warriors  were  under  fire  I " 

"  Lord  1^  Lord  1  that  is  now  a  white  man's  courage  I " 
exclaimed  tiie  scout ;  '-  and  like  too  many  of  his  notions, 
not  to  be  maintained  by  reason.  Do  you  think  the  Saga- 
more, or  Uncas,  or  even  I,  who  am  a  man  without  a  cross, 
would  deliberate  without  flnding  a  cover  in  a  skrimmage 
when  an  open  body  would  do  no  good  ?  For  what  have 
the  Frenchers  re,  red  up  their  Quebec,  if  fighting  is  always 
to  be  done  in  the  clearings  7  " 

"  All  that  you  say  is  very  true,  my  friend,"  replied  Hey- 
ward ;  "  still,  our  customs  must  prevent  us  from  doing  as 
you  wish." 

A  volley  from  the  Hurons  interrupted  the  discourse,  and, 
as  the  bullets  whistled  about  them,  Duncan  saw  the  head 
of  Uncas  turned,  lookhig  back  at  hhnself  and  Munro.  Not- 
withstanding the  nearness  of  the  enemy,  and  his  own  great 
personal  danger,  the  countenance  of  the  young  warrior  ex- 
pressed no  other  emotion,  as  the  former  was  compelled  to 
think,  than  amazement  at  finding  men  willing  to  encounter 
so  useless  an  exposure.  Chingachgook  was  probably  better 
acquainted  with  the  notions  of  white  men,  for  he  did  not 
even  cast  a  glance  aside  from  the  riveted  look  his  eye  main- 
tained on  the  object  by  which  he  governed  theh*  course.  , 
A  ball  soon  struck  the  light  and  polished  paddle  from  the  i 
hands  of  the  chief,  and  drove  it  through  the  air  far  in  the 
advance.  A  shout  arose  from  the  Hurons,  who  seized  the 
opportunity  to  fire  another  volley.  Uncas  described  an  arc 
In  the  water  with  his  own  blade,  and  as  the  canoe  passed 
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swiftly  on,  C  lingachgook  recovered  his  paddle,  and  flourish- 

ng  It  on  high,  he  gave  the  war-whoop  of  the  Mohicans,  and 

then  lent  his  own  strength  and  skill  again  to  the  Important 

The  damorons  sounds  of  "  le  Gros  Serpent,"  "  la  Lonmie 
H^i^i""'.   *'  ^'^  ^eile,"  burst  at  once  fr^m  the  Zf^ 
Denind,  and  seemed  to  give  new  zeal  to  the  pursuers.    The 
scout  seized  "  kiU-deer  "  in  his  left  hand,  and  elevating  it 
above  his  head,  he  shook  It  in  triumph  at  his  enemies. 
The  savages  answered  the  Insult  with  a  yeU,  and  immedi- 
ately another  voUey  succeeded.    The  bullets  pattered  along 
the  lake,  and  one  even  pierced  the  bark  of  their  litUe  vessel 
No  perceptible  emotion  could  be  discovered  ta  the  Mohicans 
during  thU  critical  moment,  their  rigid  features  expressing 
neither  hope  nor  alarm ;   but  the  scout  agafai  turned  his 
head,  and  laughtog  to  his  own  silent  manner,  he  s«id  to 
Heyward — 

K  »"* J^®  knaves  love  to  hear  the  sounds  of  their  pieces  ; 
but  the  eye  is  not  to  be  found  among  the  Mingoes  that  can 
calculate  a  true  range  to  a  dancing  canoe  I  You  see  the 
dumb  devils  have  taken  ofl  a  man  to  charge,  and  by  the 
smallest  measurement  that  can  be  allowed,  we  move  three 
feet  to  their  two  I  " 

Duncan,  who  ot  altogether  as  easy  under  this  nice 

cstunate  of  distai  his  companions,  was  glad  to  find, 

however,  that  owl,  ^  wO  their  superior  dexterity,  and  the 
diversion  among  then-  enemies,  they  were  very  sensibly  ob- 
tammg  the  advantage.  The  Hurons  soon  fired  again,  and 
a  bullet  struck  the  blade  of  Hawk-eye's  paddle  without 
mjury. 

"That  wiU  do,"  said  the  scout,  examining  the  slight 

ndentation  with  a  curious  eye ;   "  it  would  not  have  cut 

the  skta  of  an  Uifant,  much  less  of  men,  who,  like  us,  have 

been  blown  upon  by  the  heavens  in  theh-  anger.     Now. 

J.,?^w'  H  r"  "^^  ^  *°  "^«  ^^^  P^«c«  o'  flattened  wood, 
I U  let    kill-deer '  take  a  part  ta  the  co:.versation." 

Hey^v  • '  seized  the  paddle,  and  applied  hunself  to  the 
work  with  an  eagerness  that  supplied  the  place  of  skiU, 
whDe  Hawk-eye  was  engaged  in  suspecttag  the  primtag  of 
his  nfle.  The  latter  then  took  a  swift  atai,  and  fired.  The 
Huron  hi  the  bows  of  the  leadtag  canoe  had  risen  with  a 
similar  object,  and  he  now  fell  backward,  suffering  his  gun 
to  escape  from  hU  hands  Into  the  water.    In  an  tastant. 
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however,  he  recovered  his  feet,  though  his  gestures  were  wild 
and  bewildered.  At  the  same  moment,  his  companions  sus- 
pended their  efforts,  and  the  chasing  canoes  clustered  to- 
gether, and  became  stationary.  Chingachgook  and  Uncas 
profited  by  the  interval  to  regidn  their  wind,  though  Duncan 
continued  to  work  with  the  most  persevering  industry. 
The  father  and  son  now  cast  calm  but  inquiring  Ranees  at 
each  other,  to  learn  if  either  had  sustained  any  injury  by 
the  fire ;  for  both  well  knew  that  no  cry  or  exclamation 
would,  in  such  a  moment  of  necessity,  have  been  permitted 
to  betray  the  accident.  A  few  large  drops  of  blood  were 
trickling  down  the  shoulder  of  Sagamore,  who,  when  he 
perceived  that  the  eyes  of  Uncas  dwelt  too  long  on  the 
sight,  raised  some  water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and 
washing  off  the  stain,  was  content  to  manifest,  in  this  simple 
manner,  the  slightness  of  the  injury. 

"Softly,  softly,  Major,"  said  the  scout,  who  by  this 
time  had  reloaded  his  rifle ;  "  we  are  a  little  too  far  already 
for  a  rifle  to  put  forth  its  beauties,  and  you  see  yonder  imps 
are  holding  a  councU.  Let  them  come  up  within  striking 
distance — ^my  eye  may  well  be  trusted  in  such  a  matter — 
and  I  wiU  trail  the  varlets  the  length  of  the  Horican,  guar- 
anteeing that  not  a  shot  of  theirs  shall,  at  the  worst,  mors 
than  break  the  skin,  while  '  kill-deer '  shall  touch  the  life 
twice  in  three  times." 

"  We  forget  our  errand,"  returned  the  dUigent  Duncan. 
"  For  God's  sake  let  us  profit  by  this  advantage,  and  in- 
crease our  distance  from  the  enemy." 

"  Give  me  my  chfldren,"  said  Munro,  hoarsely ;  "  trifle 
no  longer  with  a  father's  agony,  but  restore  me  my  babes .' " 

Long  and  habitual  deference  to  the  mandates  of  his 
superiors  had  taught  the  scout  the  virtue  of  obedience. 
Throwing  a  last  and  lingering  glance  at  the  distant  canoes, 
he  laid  aside  his  rifle,  and  relieving  the  wearied  Duncan, 
resimied  the  paddle,  which  he  wielded  with  sinews  that 
never  tirevl.  His  efforts  were  seconded  by  those  of  the 
Mohicans,  and  a  very  few  minutes  served  to  place  such  a 
sheet  of  water  between  them  and  their  enemies,  that  Hey- 
ward  once  more  breathed  freely. 

The  lake  now  began  to  expand,  and  their  route  lay  along 
•  wide  reach,  that  was  lined,  as  before,  by  high  and  ragged 
mountains.  But  the  islands  were  few,  and  easily  avoided. 
The  strokes  of  the  paddles  grew  more  measured  and  regular, 
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whfle  they  who  plied  them  continued  their  labour,  after  the 
dose  and  deadly  chase  from  which  they  had  Just  rdieved 
themselves,  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  their  speed 
had  been  tried  in  sport,  rather  than  under  such  pressing, 
nay,  almost  desperate,  circumstances. 

Instead  of  following  the  western  shore,  vhither  their 
errand  led  them,  the  wary  Mohican  inclined  his  course 
more  towards  those  hills  behind  which  Montcalm  was  known 
to  have  led  his  army  into  the  formidable  fortress  of  Tin- 
conderoga.  As  the  Hurons,  to  every  appearance,  had  aban- 
doned the  pursuit,  there  was  no  apparent  reason  for  this 
excess  of  caution.  It  was,  however,  maintained  for  hours, 
until  they  had  reached  a  bay  nigh  the  northera  termination 
of  the  lake.  Here  the  canoe  was  driven  upon  the  beach, 
and  the  whole  party  landed.  Hawk-eye  and  Heyward 
ascended  an  adjacent  bluff,  where  the  former,  after  con- 
sidering the  expanse  of  water  beneath  hbn  attentively  for 
many  minutes,  pointed  out  to  the  latter  a  small  black 
object,  hovering  under  a  headland,  at  the  distance  of  several 
miles. 

"  Do  you  see  it  ?  "  demanded  the  scout  "  Now,  what 
would  you  account  that  spot,  were  you  left  alone  to  white 
experience  to  find  your  way  through  this  wilderness  ?  " 

"But  for  its  distance  and  its  magnitude,  I  should 
suppose  It  a  bird.    Can  it  be  a  living  object  ?  " 

"TLs  a  canoe  of  good  birchen  bark,  and  paddled  by 
fierce  and  crafty  Mingoes.  Though  Providence  has  lent  to 
those  who  inhabit  the  woods,  eyes  that  would  be  needless 
to  men  in  the  settlements  where  there  are  inventions  to 
assist  the  sight,  yet  no  human  organs  can  see  all  the  dangers 
which  at  this  moment  ch-cumvent  us.  These  varlets  pre- 
tend to  be  bent  chiefly  on  their  sun-down  meal,  but  the 
moment  it  is  dark,  they  will  be  on  our  trail,  as  true  as 
hounds  on  the  scent.  "We  must  throw  them  off,  or  our 
pursuit  of  le  Renard  Subtil  may  be  given  up.  These  lakes 
are  useful  at  Umes,  especially  whan  the  game  takes  the 
water,"  continued  the  scout,  gazing  about  htai  with  a  coun- 
tenance of  concern,  "  but  they  give  no  cover,  except  it  be 
to  tne  fishes.  God  knows  what  the  country  would  be  if 
the  scv  Jements  should  ever  spread  far  from  the  two  rivers. 
Both  huntbig  and  war  would  lose  theh*  beauty." 

"  Let  us  not  delay  a  moment,  without  some  good  and 
obvious  reason." 
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"  1  lUtle  like  that  smoke,  which  yon  may  see  wonning 
up  riong  the  rock  above  the  canoe,"  interrupted  the  ab- 
stracted scout.  "  My  life  on  it,  other  eyes  than  ours  see 
it  and  know  its  meaning.  Well,  words  will  not  mend  the 
matter,  and  it  is  time  that  we  were  doing." 

Hawk-eye  moved  away  from  the  look-out,  and  de- 
scended, musing  profoundly,  to  the  shore.  He  communi- 
cated the  result  of  his  observations  to  his  companions  in 
Delaware,  and  a  »hort  and  earnest  consultation  succeeded. 
When  it  terminated,  the  three  instantly  set  about  executing 
their  new  resolutions. 

The  canoe  was  lifted  from  the  water,  and  borne  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  party.  They  proceeded  into  the  wood, 
making  as  broad  and  obvious  a  trail  as  possible.  They  soon 
reached  a  water-course,  which  they  crossed,  and  continued 
onward,  until  they  came  to  an  extensive  and  naked  rock. 
At  this  point,  where  their  footsteps  might  be  expected  to 
be  no  longer  visible,  they  retraced  their  route  to  the  brook, 
walking  backwards  with  the  utmost  care.  They  now  fol- 
lowed the  bed  of  the  little  stream  to  the  lake,  into  which 
they  bnmediately  launched  their  canoe  again.  A  low  point 
concealed  them  from  the  headland,  and  the  margin  of  the 
lake  was  fringed  for  some  distance  with  dense  and  over- 
hanging bushes.  Under  the  cover  of  these  natural  advan- 
tages, they  toiled  their  way,  with  patient  industry,  until 
the  scout  pronounced  that  he  believed  it  would  be  safe 
once  more  to  land. 

The  halt  continued  untfl  evening  rendered  objects  to- 
distinct  and  uncertain  to  the  eye.  Then  they  resumed  their 
route,  and,  favoured  by  the  darkness,  pushed  silently  and 
vigorously  towards  the  western  shore.  Although  the  rugged 
outline  of  the  mountain  to  which  they  were  steering  pre- 
sented no  distinctive  marks  to  the  eyes  of  Duncan,  the 
Mohican  entered  the  little  haven  he  had  selected  with  the 
confidence  and  acciu'acy  of  an  experienced  pilot. 

The  boat  was  agato  lifted  and  borne  toto  the  woods, 
where  it  was  carefully  concealed  under  a  pile  of  brush.  The 
adventurers  assumed  their  arms  and  packs,  and  the  scout 
announced  to  Munro  and  Heyward  that  he  and  the  Indians 
were  at  last  in  readiness  to  proceed. 
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CHAPTER   XXI 

If  you  find  »  man  t  -xe,  he  thall  die  a  flea's  death. 

Merrif  Wivu  of  Windsor. 

The  party  had  landed  on  the  border  of  a  region  that  Is, 
eniren  to  this  day,  less  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  sUtes 
than  the  deserts  of  Arabia  or  the  steppes  of  Tartary  It 
was  the  sterile  and  rugged  district  which  separates  the 
tributaries  of  Champlain  from  those  of  the  Hudson,  the 
Mohawk,  and  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Sfaice  the  period  of  our 
tale,  the  acUve  spirit  of  the  country  has  surrounded  It  with 
a  belt  of  rich  and  thriving  setOements,  though  none  but  the 
hunter  or  the  savage  is  ever  known,  even  now,  to  penetrate 
its  rude  and  wild  recesses. 

As  Hawk-eye  and  the  Mohicans  had,  however,  often 
traversed  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  this  vast  wilderness, 
they  did  not  hesitate  to  plunge  into  its  depths  with  the  free- 
dom of  men  accustomed  to  its  privations  and  dimculUes. 
For  many  hours  the  traveUers  toiled  on  their  laborious  way 
guided  by  a  star,  or  foUowing  the  direction  of  some  water' 
course,  until  the  scout  called  a  halt,  and,  holding  a  short 
consultation  with  the  Indians,  they  lighted  their  lire,  and 
made  the  usual  preparations  to  pass  the  remainder  of  the 
night  where  they  then  were. 

Imitating  the  example,  and  emulating  the  confidence  of 
their  more  experienced  associates,  Munro  and  Duncan  slept 
without  fear,  if  not  without  uneasiness.  The  dews  were 
suffered  to  exhale,  and  the  sun  had  dispersed  the  mists 
and  was  shedding  a  strong  and  clear  light  in  the  forest, 
when  the  travellers  resumed  their  journey. 

^  After  proceeding  a  few  miles,  the  progress  of  Hawk-eye, 
who  led  the  advance,  became  more  deliberate  and  watchful 
He  often  stopped  to  examine  the  trees ;  nor  did  he  cross  a 
rivulet  without  attentively  considering  the  quantity,  the 
vdocity,  and  the  colour  of  Its  waters.  Distrusting  his  own 
Judgment,  his  appeals  to  the  opinion  of  Chingachgook  were 
frequent  and  earnest  During  one  of  these  conferences, 
Heyward  observed  that  Uncas  stood  a  patient  and  silent, 
though,  as  he  imagined,  an  interested,  listener.    He  was 
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strongly  tempted  to  address  the  young  chieftain,  and  de- 
mand  bis  opinion  of  the  progress ;  but  the  calm  and  dignified 
demeanour  of  the  native  induced  him  to  believe  that.  l>ke 
himself,  the  other  was  wholly  dependent  on  the  sagac  ly 
and  Intelligence  of  the  seniors  of  the  party.  At  last  the 
scout  spoke  in  English,  and  at  once  explained  the  embarrass- 
ment of  thefar  situation. 

"  When  I  found  that  the  home  path  of  the  Hurons  run 
north,"  he  said, "  it  did  not  need  the  Judgment  of  many  long 
years  to  tell  that  they  would  follow  the  valleys,  and  keep 
atween  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  and  the  Horican,  untQ  they 
might  str  ke  the  springs  of  the  Canada  streanu,  which  would 
lead  them  Into  the  heart  of  the  country  of  the  Frenchers. 
Yet  here  are  we  within  a  short  range  of  the  Scaroon,  and 
not  a  sign  of  a  trail  have  we  crossed  i  Human  nature  Is 
weak,  and  it  is  possible  we  may  not  have  taken  the  proner 
scent."  *^ 

"  Heaven  protect  us  from  such  an  error  I "  exclaimed 
Duncan.  "  Let  us  retrace  our  steps,  and  examine,  as  we  go, 
with  keener  eyes.  Has  Uncas  no  counsel  to  offer  in  such  a 
strait  ?  " 

The  young  Mohican  cast  a  quick  glance  at  his  father,  but 
instantly  recovering  his  quiet  and  reserved  mien,  he  con- 
tinued silent.  Chingachgook  had  caught  the  look,  and, 
motioning  with  his  hand,  he  bade  him  speak.  The  moment 
this  permission  was  accorded,  the  countenance  of  Uncas 
changed  from  its  grave  composure  to  a  gleam  of  intelligence 
and  joy.  Bounding  forward  like  a  deer,  he  sprang  up  the 
side  of  a  little  acclivity,  a  few  rods  in  advance,  and  stood 
exultingly  over  a  spot  of  fresh  earth,  that  looked  as  though 
it  had  been  recently  upturned  by  the  passage  of  some  heavy 
animal.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  party  followed  the  un- 
expected movement,  and  read  their  success  in  the  air  of 
triumph  that  the  youth  assumed. 

"  'Tis  the  trail  I  "  exclaimed  the  scout,  advancing  to  the 
spot ;  "  the  lad  is  quick  of  sight,  and  keen  of  wit  for  his 
jrears  I " 

"  'Tis  extraordinary  that  he  should  have  withheld  his 
knoviedge  so  long,"  muttered  Duncan,  at  his  elbow. 

"  It  j^ould  have  been  more  wonderful  had  he  spoken 
without  a  bidding  I  No,  no ;  your  young  white,  who 
gathers  his  le«ming  from  books,  and  can  measure  what  he 
knows  by  the  page,  may  conceit  that  his  knowledge,  like  his 
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legi,  outrun,  that  of  his  father ;  but  where  experience  is  the 
master,  the  scholar  Is  made  to  know  the  value  of  years,  and 
respects  them  accordingly."  ' 

^a'J ^f*  ' ".*■*?  P"*"'  Po^nMnS  north  and  south,  at  the 
evidentmarksof  the  broad  traU  on  either  side  of  him ;  "  the 
dark  hair  has  gone  towards  the  frost." 

"  "o»nf  neyw  ran  on  a  more  beautiful  scent,"  responded 
the  scout,  dashing  forward  at  once  on  the  Indicated  route  • 
we  are  favoured,  greaUy  favoured,  and  can  foUow  with 
high  noses.    Ay,  here  are  both  your  waddling  beasU :  this 
Huron  travels  like  a  white  general  I    The  feUow  is  stricken 
with  a  Judgment  and  is  mad  I   Look  sharp  for  wheels  Saga" 
more,     he  continued,  looking  back  and  laughing.  In  his 
newly  awakened  satisfaction  ;  "  we  shall  soon  havlthe  fool 
Journeying  in  a  coach,  and  that  with  three  of  the  best  pair 
of  eyes  on  the  borders  in  his  rear." 
fh-Ti*  »PWts  of  the  scout,  and  the  astonishing  success  of 
the  chase,  to  which  a  ch-cultous  distance  of  more  than  forty 
miles  had  been  passed,  did  not  fail  to  impart  a  portion  of 
hope  to  the  whole  party.    Their  advance  was  rapid,  and 
made  with  as  much  confidence  as  a  traveller  would  proceed 
J^iu  ^*'*®  J*8»»^ay-    «  a  rock,  or  a  rivulet,  or  a  bit  of 
earth  harder  than  common,  severed  the  links  of  the  clue  they 
foUowed,  the  true  eye  of  the  scout  recovered  them  at  a  dis- 
tance,  and  seldom  rendered  the  delay  of  a  single  moment 
necessary.    Their  progress  was  much  facUitated  by  the  cer- 
tainty that  Magua  had  found  It  necessary  to  journey  through 
the  yaUeys ;    a  circumstance  which  rendered  the  general 
du-ecUon  of  the  route  sure.    Nor  had  the  Huron  entirely 
neglected  the  arts  uniformly  practised  by  the  natives  when 
retiring  in  front  of  an  enemy.     False  traUs,  and  sudden 
turnings,  were  frequent,  wherever  a  brook,  or  the  formation 
Of  the  ground,  rendered  them  feasible ;  but  his  pursuers  were 
rarely  deceived,  and  never  failed  to  detect  their  error  before 
they  had  lost  either  time  or  distance  on  the  deceptive  track 
By  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  they  had  passed  the 
Scaroon,  and  were  following  the  route  of  the  declining  sun. 
After  descending  an  eminence  to  a  low  bottom,  through 
which  a  swift  stream  glided,  they  suddenly  came  to  a  place 

1.^}J^  PY*y  **'  **  ^®""d  ^^^  made  a  halt.  Extin- 
gulshed  brands  were  lying  around  a  spring,  the  offals  of  a 
deer  were  scattered  about  the  place,  and  the  trees  bore  evi- 
aent  marks  of  having  been  browsed  long  and  closely  by  the 
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honet.  At  a  little  distance  Heyward  discovered,  and  con- 
templated with  tender  emotion,  the  email  bower  under 
wbi<  'i  he  was  fain  to  believe  that  Cora  and  Alice  had  re- 
posed. Bat  whUe  the  earth  was  trodden,  and  the  footsteps 
of  both  men  and  beasts  were  so  plainly  visible  around  the 
place,  the  trril  appeared  to  have  suddenly  ended. 

It  was  easy  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the  Narangansetts,  but 
they  seemed  only  to  have  wandered  without  guides,  or  any 
other  object  than  the  pursuit  of  food.  At  length  Uncas, 
who,  with  his  father,  had  endeavoured  to  trace  the  route  of 
the  horses,  came  upon  a  sign  of  their  presence  that  was  quite 
recent  Before  following  the  due,  he  communicated  his 
success  to  his  companions,  and  while  the  latter  were  con- 
eulting  on  the  circumstance,  the  youth  reappeared,  leading 
the  two  fillies,  with  their  saddles  broken  and  the  housings 
sofled,  as  though  they  had  been  permitted  to  run  at  wUl  for 
several  days. 

"  What  should  this  prove  ?  "  said  Duncan,  turning  pale, 
ttrA  glancing  his  eyes  around  him,  as  if  he  feared  the  brush 
aivJi  :eaves  were  about  to  give  up  some  horrid  secret. 

'-  That  our  march  is  come  to  a  quick  end,  and  that  we  are 
In  an  enemy's  country,"  returned  the  scout  "  Had  the 
knave  been  pressed,  and  the  gentle  ones  wanted  horses  to 
keep  up  with  the  party,  he  might  have  taken  theh*  scalps ; 
but  without  an  enemy  at  his  heels,  and  with  such  rugged 
beasts  as  these,  he  would  not  hurt  a  hair  of  their  heads.  I 
know  your  thoughts,  and  shame  be  it  to  your  colour  that 
you  have  reason  for  them ;  but  he  who  thinks  that  even  a 
Mingo  would  ill-treat  a  woman,  unless  it  be  to  tomahawk  her, 
knows  nothing  of  Indian  natur  or  the  laws  of  the  woods. 
No,  no ;  I  have  heard  that  the  French  Indians  had  come 
into  these  hills  to  hunt  the  moose,  and  we  are  getting  within 
scent  of  their  camp.  Why  should  they  not  ?  the  morning 
and  evening  guns  of  Ty  may  be  heard  any  day  among  these 
mountains,  for  the  Frenchers  are  running  a  new  line  atween 
the  provinces  of  the  king  and  the  Canadas.  It  is  true  that 
the  horses  are  here,  but  the  Hurons  are  gone ;  let  us  then 
hunt  for  the  path  by  which  they  are  departed." 

Hawk-eye  and  the  Mohicans  now  applied  themselves  to 
the  task  in  good  earnest  A  circle  of  a  few  hundred  feet  in 
circumference  was  drawn,  and  each  of  the  party  took  a  seg- 
ment for  his  portion.  The  examination,  however,  resulted  in 
no  discovery.   The  impressions  of  footsteps  were  numerous, 


THB  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


235 


but  they  aU  appeared  like  those  of  men  who  had 
wandered  about  the  spot  without  any  design  to  quit  It. 
Again  the  scout  and  his  companions  made  the  circuit  of  the 
halthig-pUce,  each  slowly  foUowlng  the  other,  until  they 
assembled  In  the  centre  once  more,  no  wiser  than  thev 
starUd.  ' 

"  Such  cumUng  b  not  without  its  devUtry  I "  exdahned 
Hawk-eye,  when  he  met  the  disappointed  looks  of  his  assist- 
ants. "  We  must  get  down  to  It,  Sagamore,  beginning  at 
the  spring,  and  going  over  the  ground  by  hiches.  The 
Huron  shall  never  brag  in  his  tribe  that  he  has  a  foot  which 
leaves  no  piint  I  " 

Setting  the  example  himself,  the  scout  engaged  in  the 
scrutiny  with  renewed  zeal.  Not  a  leaf  was  left  unturned. 
The  sUcks  were  removed  and  the  stones  lifted— for  Indian 
cunning  was  known  frequently  to  adopt  those  objecU  as 
covers,  labouring  with  the  utmost  patience  and  industry  to 
conceal  each  footstep  as  they  proceeded.  Still  no  discovery 
was  made.  At  length  Uncas,  whose  activity  liad  enabled 
him  to  achieve  his  portion  of  the  task  the  soonest,  raked  the 
earth  across  the  turbid  UtUe  rill  which  ran  from  the  spring 
and  diverted  iU  course  into  another  channel.  So  soon  as  its 
narrow  bed  below  the  dam  was  dry,  he  stooped  over  it  with 
keen  and  cunous  eyes.  A  cry  of  exultaUon  immediately 
announced  the  success  of  the  young  warrior.  The  whole 
party  crowded  to  the  spot,  where  Uncas  pointed  out  the 
hnpression  of  a  moccasin  in  the  rich  and  moist  alluvion. 

"  The  lad  will  be  an  honour  to  his  people  1  "  said  Hawk- 
eye,  regarding  the  traU  with  as  much  admiration  as  a 
naturalist  would  expend  on  the  tusk  of  a  mammoth  or  the 
rib  of  a  mastodon ;  "  ay,  and  a  thorn  in  the  sides  of  the 
Hurons.  Yet  that  is  not  the  footstep  of  an  Indian  I  the 
weight  is  too  much  on  the  heel,  and  the  toes  are  squared,  as 
though  one  of  the  French  dancers  had  been  in  pigeon- 
winging  his  tribe  I  Rim  back,  Uncas,  and  bring  me  the  size 
of  the  singer's  foot.  You  will  find  a  beautiful  print  of  it  Just 
opposite  yon  rock,  ag'in  che  hillside." 

While  the  youth  was  engaged  in  this  commission,  the 
scout  and  Chingachgook  were  attentively  considering  the 
bnpressions.  The  measurements  agreed,  and  the  former  un- 
hesitotin^y  pronounced  that  the  footstep  was  that  of 
David,  who  had  once  more  been  made  to  exchange  his  shoes 
for  moccasins. 
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"  I  can  now  read  the  whole  of  It  ai  plainly  as  if  I  had  seen 
the  arU  of  le  Subtfl."  b  added;  "  the  singer  being  a  man 
whose  gif U  lay  chleHy  in  his  throat  and  feet,  was  made  to  go 
first,  and  the  others  have  trod  in  his  steps,  imitating  their 
formation." 

"  But,"  cried  Duncan,  "  I  see  no  signs  of  "  — 
"  The  gentle  ones,"  interrupted  the  scout ;  "  the  varlet 
has  found  a  way  to  carry  them,  untU  he  supposed  ne  had 
thrown  any  followers  off  the  scent.    My  life  on  it,  we  see 
their  pretty  little  feet  again  before  many  rods  go  by." 

The  whole  party  now  proceeded,  foUowing  the  course  of 
the  rill,  keephig  anxious  eyes  on  the  regular  tonpressiono. 
The  water  soon  flowed  into  iU  bed  again,  but,  watching  the 
ground  on  either  side,  the  foresters  pursued  their  way,  con- 
lent  with  knowing  that  the  trail  lay  beneath.    More  than 
half  a  mile  was  passed  before  the  riU  rippled  close  around 
the  base  of  an  extensive  and  dry  rock.    Here  they  paused 
to  make  sure  that  the  Hurons  had  not  quitted  the  water. 
It  was  fortunate  they  did  so.    For  the  quick  and  active 
Uncas  soon  found  the  hnpression  of  a  foot  on  a  bunch  of 
moss,  where  it  would  seem  an  Indian  had  inadvertently 
trodden.    Pursuing  the  dIrecUon  given  by  this  discovery,  he 
entered  the  neighbouring  thicket,  and  struck  the  traU  as 
fresh  and  obvious  as  it  had  been  before  they  reached  the 
spring.    Another  shout  announced  the  good  fortune  of  the 
youth  to  his  companions,  and  at  once  terminated  the  search. 
"  Ay,  it  has  been  planned  with  Indian  judgment,"  said 
the  scout,  when  the  party  was  assembled  around  the  place  : 
and  would  have  blinded  white  eyes." 
II  Shall  we  proceed  ?  "  demanded  Heyward. 
"  SofUy,  sofUy ;  we  know  our  path,  but  it  is  good  to 
examine  the  formation  of  things.    This  is  my  schooling. 
Major,  and  if  one  neglects  the  book,  there  Is  no  better  chance 
of  learning  from  the  hand  of  Providence  than  yon  idle  boy 
has  with  an  old  gal.   AU  is  plate  but  one  thtag,  which  is  the 
manner  that  the  knave  contrived  to  get  genUe  ones  along 
the  blind  trail.    Even  a  Huron  would  be  too  proud  to  let 
their  tender  feet  touch  the  water." 

"  WiU  this  assist  in  explaining  the  difficulty  7  "  said 
Heyward,  pointing  towards  the  fragments  of  a  sort  of  hand- 
barrow,  that  had  been  rudely  constructed  of  boughs,  and 
bound  together  with  withes,  and  which  now  seemed  care- 
lessly cast  aside  as  useless. 
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"  Ti«  aU  explained  ! "  cried  the  delighted  Hawk-eye. 
"  If  them  variet*  have  passed  a  minute,  they  have  spent 
hours  in  striving  to  fabricate  a  lying  end  to  their  trail  t 
Well,  I've  known  them  waste  a  day  in  the  same  manner  to 
as  little  purpose.  Here  we  have  three  pair  of  moccasins,  and 
two  of  little  feet.  It  is  amazing  that  any  mortal  beings 
can  Journey  on  limbs  so  small ;  pass  me  the  thong  of  buck- 
skin, Uncas,  and  let  me  take  the  length  of  thU  foot.  By  the 
Lord,  it  is  no  longer  than  a  child's,  and  yet  the  maidens  are 
tall  and  comely.  That  Providence  is  partial  in  its  gifts  for 
its  own  wise  reasons,  the  best  anc  most  contented  of  us 
must  allow  1 " 

"  The  tender  limbs  of  my  daughters  are  unequal  to  these 
hardships  I "  said  Munro,  looking  at  the  light  footsteps  of 
his  children  with  a  parent's  love ;  "  we  shall  find  their  faint- 
ing forms  in  this  desert." 

"  Of  that  there  is  little  cause  to  fear,"  returned  the 
attentive  scout,  slowly  shaking  his  head ;  "  this  is  a  Arm 
and  straight,  though  a  light,  step,  and  not  over  long.  See, 
the  heel  has  hardly  touched  the  ground  ;  and  there  the  dark 
hair  has  made  a  little  Jump  from  root  to  root.  No,  no ; 
my  knowledge  for  it  neither  of  them  was  nigh  fainting 
hereaway.  Now  the  singer  was  beginning  to  be  footsore 
and  leg-weary,  as  is  plain  by  his  trail.  There  you  see  he 
slipped;  here  he  has  travelled  wide,  and  tottered;  and 
there,  again,  it  looks  as  though  he  Journeyed  on  snow-shoes. 
Ay,  ay,  a  man  who  uses  his  throat  altogether  can  hardly 
give  his  legs  a  proper  training  !  " 

From  such  undeniable  testimony  did  the  practised 
woodsman  arrive  at  the  truth,  with  nearly  as  much  cer- 
tainly and  precision  as  If  he  had  been  a  witness  of  all  those 
events  which  his  ingenuity  so  easily  elucidated.  Cheered  by 
these  assurances,  and  satisfied  by  a  reasoning  that  was  so 
obvious,  while  It  was  so  simple,  the  party  resumed  Its  course 
alter  making  a  short  halt,  to  take  a  hurried  and  slight  repast. 

When  the  meal  was  ended,  the  scout  cast  a  glance  up- 
ward at  the  setting  sun,  and  pushed  forward  with  rapidity, 
to  equal  which  compelled  Heyward  and  the  still  vigorous 
Munro  to  exert  all  their  muscles.  Their  route  now  lay  along 
the  bottom  which  has  already  been  mentioned.  As  the 
Hurons  had  made  no  further  efforts  to  conceal  their  foot- 
steps, the  progress  of  the  pursuers  was  no  longer  delayed  by 
uncertainty.    Before  an  hour  had  elapsed,  however,  the 
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•peed  of  Hawk-qre  sensibly  abated,  and  his  head,  instead  of 
maintaining  its  former  direct  and  forward  look,  began  to 
turn  suspiciously  from  side  to  side,  as  if  be  were  conscious 
of  approaching  danger.  He  soon  stopped  again,  and  awaited 
for  the  whole  party  to  oome  up. 

"  I  scent  the  Hurons,"  he  said,  speaking  to  the  Mohi- 
cans ;  "  yonder  is  open  sky  through  the  tree  tops,  and  we 
are  getting  too  nigh  their  encampment  Sagamore,  you  will 
take  the  hillside,  to  the  right ;  Uncas  will  bend  along  the 
brook  to  the  left,  whUe  I  wUl  try  the  trail.  If  anythtog 
should  happen,  the  call  will  be  three  croaks  of  a  crow.  I 
saw  one  of  the  birds  fanning  hhnself  hi  the  ah",  just  beyond 
the  dead  oak— another  sign  that  we  are  touching  an  en- 
campment." 

The  Indians  departed  their  several  ways,  without  deem- 
ing any  reply  necessary,  while  Hawk-eye  cautiously  pro- 
ceeded with  the  two  gentlemen.  Heyward  soon  pressed 
to  the  side  of  their  guide,  eager  to  catch  an  early  glimpse 
of  those  enemies  he  had  pursued  with  so  much  toil  and 
anxiety.  His  companion  told  htan  to  steal  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood,  which,  as  usual,  was  fringed  with  a  thicket,  and 
wait  his  coming,  for  he  wished  to  examine  certain  sus- 
picious signs  a  little  on  one  side.  Duncan  obeyed,  and  soon 
found  himself  in  a  situation  to  command  a  view  which  he 
found  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  novel. 

The  trees  of  many  acres  had  been  felled,  and  the  glow  of 
a  mild  summer's  evening  had  fallen  on  the  clearing,  in 
beautiful  contrast  to  the  gray  Ught  of  the  forest.    A  short 
distance  from  the  place  where  Duncan  stood,  the  stream  had 
seemtagly  expanded  into  a  litUe  lake,  covering  most  of  the 
low  land  from  mountain  to  mountain.   The  water  fell  out  of 
this  wide  basin  in  a  cataract  so  regular  and  gentle  that  it 
appeared  rather  to  be  the  work  of  human  hands  than 
fashioned  by  nature.   A  hundred  earthen  dwellings  stood  on 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  even  in  iU  waters,  as  though  the 
latter  had  flowed  its  usual  banks.    Their  rounded  roofs, 
admirably  moulded  for  defence  against  the  weather,  de- 
noted more  of  hidustry  and  foresight  than  the  natives  were 
wont  to  bestow  on  their  regular  habitations,  much  less  on 
those  they  occupied  for  the  temporary  purposes  of  hunting 
and  war.    In  short,  the  whole  village  or  town,  whichever 
It  might  be  termed,  possessed  more  of  method  and  neatness 
of  execution  than  the  white  men  bad  been  accustomed  to 
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bdleve  belonged  ordinarily  to  the  Indian  habits.  It  ap- 
peared, however,  to  be  deserted:  at  least,  so  thought 
Duncan  for  many  minutes ;  but  at  length  he  fancied  he  dis- 
covered several  human  forms  advancing  towards  him  on  all 
fours,  and  apparently  dragging  In  their  train  some 
heavy  and,  as  he  was  quicic  to  apprehend,  some  for- 
midable engine.  Just  then  a  few  dark  looking  heads 
gleamed  out  of  the  dwellings,  and  the  place  seemed  sud- 
denly alive  with  beings,  which,  however,  glided  from  cover 
to  cover  so  swiftly  as  to  allow  no  opportunity  of  examining 
their  humours  or  pursuits.  Alarmed  at  these  suspicious  and 
inexplicable  movements,  he  was  about  to  attempt  the  signal 
of  the  crows  when  the  rustling  of  the  leaves  at  hand  drew 
bis  eyes  to  another  direction. 

The  young  man  started  and  recoiled  a  few  paces  in- 
stinctively, when  he  found  himself  within  a  hundred  yards 
of  a  stranger  Indian.  Recovering  his  recollection  on  the 
instant,  instead  of  sounding  an  alarm,  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  himself,  he  remained  stationary,  an  attentive 
observer  of  the  other's  motions. 

An  instant  of  calm  observation  served  to  assure  Duncan 
that  he  was  undiscovered.  The  native,  like  himself,  seemed 
occupied  in  considering  the  low  dwellings  of  the  village  and 
the  stolen  movements  of  its  inhabitants.  It  was  impossible 
to  discover  the  expression  of  his  features  through  the 
grotesque  mask  of  paint  under  which  they  were  concealed  ; 
though  Duncan  fancied  it  was  rather  melancholy  than 
savage.  His  head  was  shaved  as  usual,  with  the  exception 
of  the  crown,  from  whose  tuft  three  or  four  faded  feathers 
from  a  hawk's  wing  were  loosely  dangling.  A  ragged  calico 
mantle  half  encircled  his  body,  while  his  nether  garment 
was  composed  of  an  ordinary  shirt,  the  sleeves  of  which 
were  made  to  perform  the  office  that  is  usuaUy  executed  by 
a  much  more  commodious  arrangement.  His  legs  were  bare 
and  sadly  cut  and  torn  by  briars.  The  feet  were,  however, 
covered  with  a  pair  of  good  bearskin  moccasins.  Altogether 
the  appearance  of  the  individual  was  forlorn  and  miserable. 
'  Duncan  was  still  curiously  observingthepersonofhisneigh' 
hour  when  the  scout  stole  silently  and  cautiously  tohls  side. 

"  You  see  we  have  reached  their  settlement  or  encamp- 
ment," whispered  the  young  man ;  "  and  here  Is  one  of  the 
savages  himself  in  a  very  ranbarrassing  position  for  our 
further  movements." 
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hv  S  fll^^'«;*ff*'*''  ■"**  ?"PP*^  ^  '*"•'  '*»»«»  directed 
bytho  finger  of  his  companion,  the  stranger  came  under  his 

J«!r:,7Jf°'.  *®^*^«  ^«  dangerous  muzde,  he  stretched 
forwMd  his  long  neck,  as  If  to  assist  a  scrutiny  that  was 
already  InteuMdy  keen.  ^ 

Canada  trIbM  I  and  yet  you  see  by  his  clothes  the  knave  has 

wrrd,^S^!^f  ■  !l[*'*'^  ^-y*  Montcahn  has  raked  the 
woods  for  his  hiroad,  and  a  whooping  murdering  set  of 

n,^  w.  Hn  ***  8^th««d  together  I  Can  you  see  where  he  hi 
put  his  rifle  or  his  bow  ?  " 

,  •  ."  ",*  «PPea"  to  have  no  arms ;  nor  does  he  seem  to  be 
viciously  Inclined.  Unless  he  communicate  the  alarm  to  his 
reuows,  who,  as  you  see,  are  dodgtag  about  the  water  we 
have  but  UtUe  to  fear  from  him."  '  ^* 

The  scout  turned  to  Heyward,  and  regarded  Urn  with 
unconcealed  amazement  Then,  opening  wide  his  mouth. 
r«  ♦?  ♦  .^'^**"  nnrestrained  and  heartfelt  laughter,  though 

S,Sf»  S'°*,*°*  P«?"«  ««««'  which  dang«  had  so  loSg 
taught  him  to  practise. 

fh. -''?*'''.^A"'^Y°T**''  "  '*"°^  ^^«  «"  do«Jgtag  about 
the  water  I "  he  added,  "  so  much  for  schooling  and  passinc 
a  boyhood  In  the  setUements  I  The  knave  has  long  legs 
though,  and  shall  not  be  trusted.  Do  you  keep  him  under 
your  rifle,  whUe  I  creep  hi  behind  through  the  bush,  and 
take  Wm  aUve.    Fire  on  no  account  1 " 

Heyward  had  already  permitted  his  companion  to  bury 
part  of  his  person  in  the  thicket,  when,  stretching  forth  his 
armj  he  arrested  him  In  order  to  ask—  *tu  u« 

"If  I  see  you  In  danger,  may  I  not  risk  a  shot  ? '» 

Hawk-eye  regarded  hhn  a  moment,  like  one  who  knew 
not  how  to  take  the  quesUon ;  then,  nodding  his  head,  he 
answered,  still  laughhig,  though  Inaudibly— 

"  Fire  a  whole  platoon.  Major." 

n,,n^»«^t?if  i  "°"'*"i*  ^*.  ""^  concealed  by  the  leaves. 
Duncan  waited  several  minutes  In  feverish  taipatience 
before  he  caught  another  glhnpse  of  the  scout.  Then  he 
reappeared,  creeping  along  the  earth,  from  which  his  dress 
was  hardly  distinguishable,  direcUy  In  the  rear  of  his  In- 
tended capUve.  Having  reached  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
latter,  he  rose  to  his  feet  silenUy  and  slowly.  At  that  tostant 
several  loud  blows  were  struck  on  the  water,  and  Duncan 
turned  hlf  eyes  just  in  Ume  to  perceive  that  a  hundred  dark 
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fonnf  were  plunging  In  a  body  into  the  troubled  little  sheet. 
Grasping  his  rifle,  liis  looks  were  again  bent  on  the  Indian 
near  him.  Instead  of  taking  the  alarm,  the  unconscious 
savage  stretched  forward  his  neck,  as  if  he  also  watched  the 
movements  about  the  gloomy  lake,  with  a  sort  of  silly 
cariosity.  In  the  meantime,  the  uplifted  hand  of  Hawk-eye 
was  above  him ;  but,  without  any  apparent  reason,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  its  owner  indulged  in  another  long,  though 
stOl  silent,  fit  of  moriment.  When  the  peculiar  and  hearty 
laughter  of  Hawk-eye  was  ended,  instead  of  grasping  his 
victim  by  the  throat,  he  tapped  him  lightly  on  the  shoulder, 
and  ezdaimed  aloud — 

"  How  now,  friend  I  have  you  a  mind  to  teach  the 
beavers  to  sing  ?  " 

"  Even  so,"  was  the  ready  answer.  "  It  would  seem  that 
the  Being  that  gave  them  power  to  improve  His  gifts  so 
well  would  not  deny  them  voices  to  proclahn  His  praise.'* 


CHAPTER  XXII 

Bottom !  Are  we  all  met  T 

Qtiinee:  Pat^pat;   uid  here'i  »  marvononi 

ooDvenient  ^aoe  for  our  rehearsaL 
Miiaummtr  Night't  Dream. 

Thb  reader  may  better  bnaglne,  than  we  describe,  the 
surprise  of  Heyward.  His  lurking  Indians  were  suddenly 
converted  into  four-footed  beasts ;  his  lake  into  a  beaver 
pond ;  his  cataract  into  a  dam,  constructed  by  those  in- 
dustrious and  ingenious  quadrupeds ;  and  a  suspected 
enemy  into  his  tried  friend,  David  Gamut,  the  master  of 
psalmody.  The  presence  of  the  latter  created  so  many  un- 
expected hopes  relative  to  the  sisters,  that,  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  the  young  man  broke  out  of  his  am- 
bush, and  sprang  forward  to  join  the  two  principal  actors 
in  the  scene. 

The  merriment  of  Hawk-eye  was  not  easily  appeased. 
Without  ceremony,  and  with  a  rough  hand,  he  twirled  the 
supple  Gamut  around  on  his  heel,  and  more  than  once 
afflnned  that  the  Hurons  had  done  themselves  great  credit 
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to  the  fashion  of  his  costume.  Then,  setting  the  hand  of 
the  other,  he  squeezed  it  with  a  grip  that  brought  the  tears 
tato  the  eyes  of  the  placid  David,  and  wished  Urn  loy  of 
tila  new  condition.  *  ' 

"You  were  about  openbig  your  throat-practysings 
among  the  beavers,  were  ye  ?  "  he  said.  "  The  cunninjr 
deiils  know  half  the  trade  already,  for  they  beat  the  Ume 
With  their  tails,  as  you  heard  Just  now ;  and  in  good  Ume 
it  was,  too,  or '  kiU-deer '  might  have  sounded  the  first  note 
among  them.  I  have  known  greater  fools,  who  could  read 
and  write,  than  an  experienced  old  beaver ;  but  as  for 
squalling,  the  animals  are  bom  dumb  I— What  think  vou 
of  such  a  song  as  this  ?  " 

David  shut  his  sensitive  ears,  and  even  Heyward,  ap- 
prised  as  he  was  of  the  nature  of  the  cry,  looked  upward 
to  quest  of  the  bird,  as  the  cawtag  of  a  crow  rang  in  the 
air  about  them. 

"Sec,"  continued  the  laughing  scout,  as  he  pointed  to- 
wards the  remainder  of  the  party,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
signal,  were  already  approaching ;  "  this  is  music  which 
has  iU  natural  virtues ;  it  brings  two  good  rifles  to  my 
elbow,  to  say  nothing  of  the  knives  and  tomahawks.  But 
we  see  that  you  are  safe ;  now  teU  us  what  has  become  of 
the  maidens." 

"  They  are  captives  to  the  heathen,"  said  David  ;  "  and 
though  greatly  troubled  in  spbrit,  enjoying  comfort  and 
safety  in  the  body." 

u  2°*  '  "  ^e»nandcd  the  breathless  Heyward. 

'  Even  so.  Though  our  wayfaring  has  been  sore,  and 
our  sustenance  scanty,  we  have  had  UtUe  other  cause  of 
c»mplaint,  except  the  violence  done  our  feeUngs  by  bebia 
thus  led  tato  captivity  tato  a  far  land." 

*  "»?/***,/•  '^^  *^®*®  ^*^  words  I"  exclaimed  the 
trembltag  Munro ;  "  I  shall  then  receive  my  babes  spoUess 
and  angel-like  as  I  lost  them  I  "  f       oa 

*u  V  w?^  ^^  *^**  ^^^^^  delivery  is  at  hand,"  returned 
the  doubting  David  ;  "  the  leader  of  these  savages  Is  pos- 
sessed of  an  evil  spirit,  that  no  power  short  of  Omnipotence 

Tlu        '    i  *'*^'  ^^^  ^^  «^««P*"'8  a^d  waktag.  but 
«  «r^""  '  "°'  language  seem  to  touch  his  soul." 
u  „   t"  if  V?"  ^"*^®  ^  "  '^^"nt^y  interrupted  tiie  scout. 
He  hunts  the  moose  to-day  with  his  young  men ;  and 

to-morrow,  as  I  hear,  they  pass  further  tato  these  forests, 
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•nd  nigher  to  the  borders  of  Canada.  The  elder  maiden  is 
conveyed  to  a  neighl>ouring  people,  whose  lodges  are  situate 
beyond  yonder  black  pinnacle  of  rock ;  while  the  younger 
is  detained  among  the  women  of  the  Hurons,  whose  dwell- 
ings are  but  two  short  miles  hence,  on  a  tableland,  where 
the  fire  has  done  the  office  of  the  axe,  and  prepared  the 
place  for  their  reception." 

"  Alice,  my  gentle  Alice  I "  murmured  Heyward ;  "  she 
has  lost  the  consolation  of  her  sister's  presence  I " 

"  Even  so.  But  as  far  as  praise  and  thanksgiving  In 
psalmody  can  temper  the  spirit  in  affliction,  she  has  not 
suffered." 

"  Has  she  then  a  heart  for  music  ?  " 

'*  Of  the  graver  and  more  solemn  character ;  though  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that,  in  spite  of  all  my  endeavours, 
the  maiden  weeps  oftener  than  she  smiles.  At  such  moments 
I  forbear  to  press  the  holy  songs  ;  but  there  are  many  sweet 
and  comfortable  periods  of  satisfactory  communication, 
when  the  ears  of  the  savages  are  astounded  with  the  up- 
liftings  of  our  voices  I  " 

"And  why  are  you  permitted  to  go  at  large,  unwatched?" 

David  composed  his  features  into  what  he  intended 
should  express  an  air  of  modest  humility  before  he  meekly 
replied — 

"  Little  be  the  praise  to  such  a  worm  as  I.  But  though 
the  power  of  psalmody  was  suspended  in  the  terrible  business 
of  that  field  of  blood  through  which  we  passed,  it  has  re- 
covered its  influence,  even  over  the  souls  of  the  heathen, 
and  I  am  suffered  to  go  and  come  at  will." 

The  scout  laughed,  and  tapping  his  own  forehead  sig- 
niflcantly,  he  perhaps  explained  the  single  indulgence  more 
satisfactorily,  when  he  said — 

"  The  Indians  never  harm  a  non-composser.  But  why, 
when  the  path  lay  open  before  your  eyes,  did  you  not 
strike  back  on  your  own  trail  (it  is  not  so  blind  as  that  which 
a  squirrel  would  make),  and  bring  hi  the  tidings  to  Edward?" 

Tne  scout,  remembering  only  his  own  sturdy  and  iron 
nature,  had  probably  exacted  a  task  that  David,  under  no 
circumstances,  could  have  performed.  But,  without  en- 
tirely losing  the  meekness  of  his  air,  the  latter  was  content 
to  answer — 

"  Though  my  soul  would  rejoice  to  visit  the  habitations 
of  Christendom  once  more,  my  feet  would  rather  follow 
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the  tender  spirits  Intrusted  to  my  keeping,  even  into  tlie 
idolatrous  province  of  the  Jesuits,  than  take  one  step  back- 
ward whUe  they  pined  in  captivity  and  sorrow." 

Though  the  flguraUve  language  of  David  was  not  very 
intelligible  to  aU  who  heard  Urn,  the  shicere  and  steady 
expression  of  his  eye,  and  the  glow  on  his  honest  counten- 
ance, were  not  easUy  mistaken.  Uncas  pressed  dose  to  his 
side,  and  regarded  the  speaker  with  a  look  of  grave  com- 
mendaUon,  while  his  father  expressed  his  satisfaction  by 
the  ordinary  pithy  exdamaUon  of  approbaUon.  The  scout 
shook  his  head,  as  he  rejotaied — 

"  The  Lord  never  intended  that  the  man  should  place 
all  his  endeavours  hi  his  throat,  to  the  neglect  of  other  and 
better  gifU  I  But  he  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  siUy 
woman,  when  he  should  have  been  gatherbig  his  education 
under  a  blue  sky  and  among  the  beauUes  of  the  forest 
Here,  friend,  I  did  intend  to  kindle  a  Are  with  this  tooting 
whistle  of  thine,  but  as  you  value  the  thing,  take  it.  and 
blow  your  best  on  it  1 " 

Gamut  received  his  pitch-pipe  with  as  strong  an  expres- 
sion of  pleasure  as  he  beUeved  it  compatible  with  the  grave 
luncUons  he  exercised  to  exhibit.  After  essaying  his  virtues, 
repeatedly,  hi  contrast  with  his  own  voice,  and  satisfying 
himself  that  none  of  its  melody  was  lost,  he  made  a  very 
serious  demonstration  towards  achieving  a  few  stanzas  of 
one  of  the  longest  effusions  hi  the  litUe  volume  so  often 
mentioned. 

Heyward,  however,  hastUy  Uiterrupted  his  pious  pur- 
pose, by  continuing  quesUons  concerning  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  his  fellow  captives,  and  hi  a  manner 
more  methodical  than  had  been  permitted  by  his  feelings 
in  the  opening  of  their  hiterview.  David,  though  he  re- 
garded his  treasure  with  longing  eyes,  was  constrahied  to 
answer,  especially  as  the  venerable  father  took  a  part  hi 
the  interrogatories,  with  an  hiterest  too  hnposbig  to  be 
denied.  Nor  did  the  scout  faU  to  throw  fai  a  pertinent  hi- 
quiry,  whenever  a  ntUng  occasion  presented.  In  this  man- 
ner, though  with  frequent  hiterruptions,  which  were  filled 
with  certain  threatening  sounds  from  the  recovered  histru- 
ment,  the  pursuers  were  put  hi  possession  of  such  leading 
ch-cumstances  as  were  likely  to  prove  useful  hi  accomplishing 
theh-  great  and  engrossing  object— the  recovery  of  the  sisters. 
The  narrative  of  David  was  shnple,  and  the  facts  but  few. 
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Magua  had  waited  on  the  mountain  untQ  a  safe  moment 
to  retire  pretented  itself,  when  he  had  descended  and  taken 
the  route  along  the  western  side  of  the  Horican,  In  the 
direction  of  the  Canadas.  As  the  subtle  Huron  was  familiar 
with  the  paths,  and  well  knew  there  was  no  immediate 
danger  of  pursuit,  thehr  progress  had  been  moderate,  and 
far  from  fatiguing.  It  appeared,  from  the  unembelUshed 
statement  of  David,  that  his  own  presence  had  been  rather 
endured  than  desired ;  though  even  Magua  had  not  been 
entirely  exempt  from  that  veneration  with  which  the  Indians 
regard  those  whom  the  Great  Spirit  has  visited  in  thehr 
intellects.  At  night,  the  utmost  care  had  been  taken  of 
the  captives,  both  to  prevent  injury  from  the  damps  of 
the  woods  and  to  guard  against  an  escape.  At  the  spring, 
the  horses  were  turned  loose,  as  has  been  seen ;  and  not- 
withstandhig  the  remoteness  and  length  of  thehr  trail,  the 
artifices  already  named  were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  cut  oil 
every  clue  to  their  place  of  retreat.  On  their  arrival  at 
the  encampment  of  his  people,  Magua,  in  obedience  to  a 
policy  seldom  departed  from,  separated  his  prisoners.  Cora 
had  been  sent  U  n  tribe  that  temporarily  occupied  an  adja- 
cent valley,  though  David  was  far  too  ignorant  of  the  cus- 
toms and  history  of  the  natives  to  be  able  to  declare  any- 
thing satisfactory  concerning  thehr  name  or  character.  He 
only  knew  that  they  had  not  engaged  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition against  William  Henry;  that,  like  the  Hurons 
themselves,  they  were  allies  of  Montcalm ;  and  that  they 
maintained  an  amicable,  though  a  watchful,  intercourse 
with  the  warlike  and  savage  people,  whom  chance  had  for 
a  time  brought  in  such  close  and  dlsan^eeable  contact  with 
themselves. 

The  Mohicans  and  the  scout  listened  to  his  interrupted 
and  imperfect  narrative  with  an  interest  that  obviously 
increased  as  he  proceeded,  and  it  was  while  attempting  to 
explain  the  pursuits  of  the  community  in  which  Cora  was 
detained,  that  the  latter  abruptly  demanded — 

"  Did  you  see  the  fashion  of  their  knives  ?  were  they 
of  English  or  French  formation  ?  " 

"  My  thoughts  were  bent  on  no  such  vanities,  but  rather 
mingled  in  consolation  with  those  of  the  maidens." 

"  The  time  may  come  when  you  will  not  consider  the 
knife  of  a  savage  such  a  despicable  vanity,"  returned  the 
scout,  with  a  strong  expression  of  contempt  for  the  other*! 
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duliMM.    •*  Had  they  held  their  cora-ieatU  or  can  you  sav 
anything  of  the  totems  of  their  tribe  ?  " 

"  01  com,  we  had  many  and  plentiful  feasts ;  for  the 
grata,  '.etag  in  the  miUc,  Is  both  sweet  to  the  mouth  and 
comfortable  to  the  stomach.  Of  totem,  I  know  not  the 
meantag ;  but  if  it  appertataeth  ta  anywUe  to  the  art 
of  Indian  music,  it  need  not  be  toquired  after  at  their 
hands.  They  never  Jota  their  voices  ta  praise  and  it 
would  seem  that  they  are  among  the  profanest  of  the 
idolatrous." 

"  Thereta  you  belie  the  nature  of  an  Indian.  Even  the 
Mtago  adores  but  the  true  and  livtag  God  1  'Tis  a  wicked 
fabrication  of  the  whites,  and  I  say  it  to  the  shame  of  my 
colour,  that  would  make  the  warrior  bow  down  before 
images  of  his  own  creaUon.  It  b  true,  they  endeavour  to 
make  truces  with  the  wicked  one— as  who  would  not  with 
an  enemy  he  cannot  conquer— but  they  look  up  for  favour 
and  assistance  to  the  Great  and  Good  Spirit  only." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  David ;  "  but  I  have  seen  strange 
and  fantasUc  images  drawn  ta  their  patat,  of  which  their 
admiration  and  care,  savoured  of  spiritual  pride ;  especiaUy 
one,  and  that,  too,  a  foul  and  loathsome  object." 

"  Was  it  a  sarpent  ?  "  quickly  demanded  the  scout. 
"  Much  the  same.    It  was  ta  the  likeness  of  an  abject 
and  creeptag  tortoise  t " 

"  Hugh  I  "  exclaimed  both  the  attentive  Mohicans  ta  a 
breath ;  while  the  scout  shook  his  head  with  the  air  of  one 
who  had  made  an  Important,  but  by  no  means  pleastag 
discovery.    Then  the  father  spoke,  ta  the  language  of  the 
Delawares,  and  with  a  cahnness  and  dignity  that  instanUy 
arrested  the  attenUon  even  of  those  to  whom  his  words 
were  untateUigible.    His  gestures  were  impressive,  and  at 
times  energetic.    Once  he  lifted  his  arm  on  high,  and  as  it 
descended,  the  action  threw  aside  the  folds  of  his  light 
mantie,  a  finger  resttag  on  his  breast,  as  if  he  would  enforce 
his  meantag  by  the  atUtude.    Duncan's  eyes  followed  the 
movement,  and  he  perceived  that  the  animal  just  men- 
tioned was  beautifully,  though  fataUy,  worked  ta  a  blue 
ttat,  on  the  swarthy  breast  of  the  chief.    AU  that  he  had 
ever  heard  of  the  violent  separation  of  the  vast  tribes  of 
the  Delawares  rushed  across  his  mtad,  and  he  awaited  the 
proper  moment  to  speak,  with  a  suspense  that  was  rendered 
nearly  totolerable  by  his  taterest  ta  the  stake.    His  wish. 
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howeirtf,  was  antldpftied  by  th«  scout,  who  tamed  from 
hit  red  friend,  sayinig— 

"  We  have  found  that  which  may  be  good  or  evil  to  ui, 
at  Heaven  dlipotes.  The  Sagamore  ii  of  the  high  blood  of 
the  Dclawares,  and  is  the  great  chief  of  their  Tortoises ! 
That  some  of  his  stodc  are  among  the  people  of  whom  the 
singer  tells  us  Is  plain  by  hb  words ;  and  had  he  but 
spent  half  the  breath  in  prudent  questions,  that  he  has 
blown  away  tai  making  a  trumpet  of  his  throat,  wo  might 
have  known  how  many  warriors  they  numbered.  It  is, 
altogether,  a  dangerous  path  we  move  in;  for  a  friend 
whose  face  is  turned  from  you  often  bears  a  bloodier  mind 
than  the  enemy  who  seeks  your  scalp  I " 

"  Explain,"  said  Duncan. 

*'  'TIS  a  long  and  melancholy  tradition,  and  one  I  little 
like  to  think  of ;  for  it  to  not  to  be  denied  that  the  evil 
has  been  mainly  done  by  men  with  white  skins.  But  it 
has  ended  in  turning  the  tomahawk  of  brother  against 
brother,  and  brought  the  Mingo  and  the  Delaware  to  travel 
in  the  same  path  I  " 

"  You  then  suspect  it  is  a  portion  of  that  people  among 
whom  Cora  resides  ?  " 

The  scout  nodded  his  head  in  assent,  thou^  he  seemed 
anxious  to  waive  the  further  discussion  of  a  subject  that 
appeared  painful.  The  impatient  Duncan  now  made  several 
hasty  and  desperate  propositions  to  attempt  the  release  of 
the  sisters.  Munro  seemed  to  shake  oil  his  dull  apathy, 
and  listened  to  the  wild  schemes  of  the  young  man  with 
a  deference  that  his  grey  hairs  and  reverend  years  t^ould 
have  denied.  But  the  scout,  after  suffering  the  tuJour  of 
the  lover  to  expend  itself  a  little,  found  means  to  convince 
htan  of  the  folly  of  precipitation  in  a  matter  that  would 
require  their  coolest  Judgment  and  utmost  fortitude. 

"  It  would  be  well,"  he  added,  "  to  let  this  man  go  in 
again,  as  usual,  and  for  him  to  Uury  in  the  lodges,  giving 
notice  to  the  gentle  ones  of  our  approach,  until  we  call  him 
out,  by  signal,  to  consult.  You  know  the  cry  of  a  crow, 
friend,  from  the  whistle  of  the  whip-poor-will  ?  " 

"  'Tis  a  pleasing  bird,"  returned  David,  "  and  has  a 
soft  and  melancholy  note  t  though  the  thne  is  rather  quick 
and  ill-measured/' 

"He  speaks  of  the  wlsh-ton-wlsh,"  said  the  scout; 
"  wdl,  since  you  like  his  whistle,  it  shall  be  your  signaL 
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Remember,  then,  when  you  hear  the  whip-poor-will's  eaO 
three  times  repeated,  you  are  to  come  Into  the  bushes 
where  the  bird  might  be  supposed  "-~  ' 

"  Stop,"  Interrupted  Heyward, "  I  wUI  accompany  hlm.'» 
"  You  I  "  exclaimed  the  astonbhed  Hawk-eye  :   "  are 
you  tired  of  seeing  the  sun  rise  and  set  1 " 

**  David  U  a  living  proof  that  the  Hurons  can  be 
merclfuL" 

"  Ay,  but  David  can  use  his  throat,  as  no  man  in  his 
senses  would  pervart  the  gift." 

"  I  too  can  play  the  madman,  the  fool,  the  hero— hi 
short,  any  or  everything— to  rescue  her  I  love  from  such 
captivity.   Name  your  obJecUons  no  longer ;  I  am  resolved." 
Hawk-eye  regarded  the  young  man  a  moment  in  speech- 
less amazement.    But  Duncan,  who,  in  deference  to  the 
other's  skill  and  services,  had  hitherto  submitted  somewhat 
implicitly  to  his  dictaUon,  now  assumed  the  superior,  with 
a  loftiness  of  manner  that  was  not  easUy  resisted.    He 
waved  his  hand,  in  sign  of  his  dislike  to  aU  remonstrance 
and  then,  in  more  tempered  language,  he  continued—      ' 
•    "  You  have  the  means  of  disguise ;  change  me ;  patat 
me,  too,  if  you  will ;  in  short,  alter  me  to  anything— a  fool " 
"  It  is  not  for  one  like  me  to  aay  that  he  who  is  already 
formed  by  so  powerful  a  hand  as  Providence  stands  in  need 
of  a  change,"  muttered  the  discontent  i  scout.    "When 
you  send  your  parties  abroad  hi  war,  y      3nd  it  prudent  at 
least  to  arrange  the  marks  and  places   i  encampment,  in 
order  that  they  who  fight  on  your  side  nay  know  when  and 
where  to  expect  a  friend  1 " 

"  Listen,"  tatemipted  Duncan  ;  "  you  have  heard  from 
this  faithful  foUower  of  the  captives  that  the  Indians  are 
of  two  tribes,  if  not  of  different  nations.  With  one  whom 
you  think  to  be  a  branch  of  the  Delawares  is  she  you  call 
the  '  daric-hair ' ;  the  other,  and  younger  of  the  ladles,  is 
undeniably  with  our  declared  enemies,  the  Hurons.  It  be- 
con  3  my  youth  and  rank  to  attempt  the  latter  adventure. 
WhiAC  you,  therefore,  are  negotiating  with  your  friends  for 
the  release  of  one  of  the  sisters,  I  will  effect  that  of  the 
other,  or  die." 

The  awakened  spirit  of  the  young  soldier  gleamed  in  his 
eyes,  and  his  form  dilated  and  became  Imposing  under  its  in- 
fiuence.  Hawk-eye,  though  too  much  accustomed  to  Indian 
artifices  not  to  foresee  all  the  danger  of  the  experiment 
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knew  not  well  how  to  oombat  thU  sudden  niolutlon. 
Perhaps  there  wm  something  In  the  proposal  that  salted 
his  own  hardy  nature,  and  that  secret  love  of  desperate 
adventure,  which  had  Increased  with  his  daily  experfenee, 
untU  haxard  and  dangn  had  become,  tai  some  measure, 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  existence.  Instead  of 
continuing  to  oppose  the  scheme  of  Duncan,  his  humour 
suddenly  altered,  and  he  lent  himself  to  lU  execution. 

"  Come,"  he  said,  with  a  good  humoured  smUe ;  *'  the 
buck  that  will  take  to  the  water  must  be  headed,  and  not 
followed ;  Chlngactigook  has  as  many  different  paints  as 
the  engtaieer  officer's  wife,  who  takes  down  nature  on  scraps 
of  paper,  making  the  mountains  look  like  cocks  of  rusty 
hay,  and  placing  the  blue  sky  In  reach  of  your  hand ;  the 
Sagamore  can  use  them,  too  I  Seat  yourself  on  the  log, 
and,  my  life  on  It,  he  can  soon  make  a  natural  fool  of  you, 
and  that  well  to  your  liking." 

Duncan  complied,  and  the  Mohican,  who  had  been  an 
attentive  listener  to  the  discourse,  readily  undertook  the 
office.  Long  practised  in  all  the  subtle  arts  of  his  race,  he 
drew,  with  great  dexterity  and  quickness,  the  fantastic 
shadow  that  the  natives  were  accustomed  to  consider  as 
the  evidence  of  a  friendly  and  Jocular  disposition.  Every 
line  that  could  possibly  be  interpreted  into  a  secret  inclina- 
tion for  war  was  carefully  avoided ;  whOe,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  studied  those  conceits  that  might  be  construed 
into  a  wish  for  amity.  In  short,  he  entirely  sacrificed  every 
q>pearance  of  the  warrior  to  the  masquerade  of  a  buffoon. 
Such  exhibitions  were  not  uncommon  among  the  Indians  ; 
and,  as  Duncan  was  already  sufficiently  disguised  in  his 
dress,  there  certainly  did  exist  some  reason  for  believing 
that,  with  his  knowledge  of  French,  he  might  pass  for  a 
Juggler  from  Ticonderoga,  straggling  among  the  allied  and 
friendly  tribes. 

When  he  was  thought  to  be  sufficiently  painted,  the 
scout  gave  him  much  friendly  advice ;  concerted  signals, 
and  appointed  the  place  where  they  should  meet,  in  the 
event  of  mutual  success.  The  parting  between  Munro  and 
hie  young  friend  was  more  melancholy  and  feeling ;  still, 
the  former  submitted  to  the  separation  with  an  indifference 
that  his  warm  and  honest  nature  would  never  have  per- 
mitted in  a  more  healthful  state  of  mind.  The  scout  led 
Heyward  aside,  and  acquainted  htan  with  his  intention  to 
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ll^^vc  tht  vetcTM  In  some  wh  cncarapment  in  charge  of 
Qiingachgook,  while  be  and  Uncas  pursued  their  inquiriee 
mmonf*  the  people  they  had  reaion  to  believe  were  Dela- 
warr  Then  renewing  hli  cauUons  and  advice,  he  con- 
c  dcd  uv  saying,  with  a  solemnity  and  warmth  of  feeling 
•n  •\'.  t^hi'h  Duncan  was  deeply  touched— 

\n  '  now  God  bless  you  I  You  have  shown  a  sphit 
^n-te;  for  it  is  the  gift  of  youth,  more  especially  one 
•  1,  ,lood  arid  a  stout  heart.  But  beUeve  the  wanUng 
rnui.  who  las  reason  to  know  aU  he  says  to  be  true. 
*.  '  h>.  .)-.  ,on  for  your  best  manhood,  and  for  a 
s  ar.er  u  .  lua  what  is  to  be  gathered  in  books,  afore 
yi  u  out  ..  .h.)  cunning,  or  get  the  better  of  the  courage,  of 
a  vangc  '  iod  bless  you  I  If  the  Hurons  master  your 
ST  »ip,  rely  (11  the  promise  of  one  who  has  two  stout  warriors 
to  back  him— Lhey  shaU  pay  for  their  victory,  with  a  life 
for  every  hair  it  holds  I  I  say,  young  genUeman,  may  Pro- 
vidence bless  our  undertaking,  which  is  altogether  for  good ; 
and  remember,  that  to  outwit  the  knaves,  it  is  lawful  to 
practise  things  that  may  not  be  naturally  the  idft  of  a 
white  skto."  '      «  »u^  »»  ■ 

Duncan  shook  his  worthy  and  reluctant  associate  warmly 
by  the  hand,  once  more  recommended  his  aged  friend  to 
his  care,  and  returning  his  good  wishes,  he  moUoned  to 
David  to  proceed.  Hawk-eye  gazed  after  the  high-spirited 
and  adventurous  young  man  for  several  momcnU,  hi  open 
admh-aUon ;  then  shaUng  his  head,  doubtlngly,  be  turned 
and  led  his  own  division  of  the  party  into  the  conceahnent 
of  the  forest. 

The  route  taken  by  Duncan  and  David  lay  dh^Uy 
across  the  clearing  of  the  beavers,  and  along  the  margin 
of  their  pond.  When  the  former  found  himself  alone  with 
one  so  shnple,  and  so  litUe  qualified  to  render  any  assistance 
in  desperate  emergencies,  he  first  began  to  be  sensible  of 
the  dIfflculUes  of  the  task  he  had  undertaken.  The  faded 
light  increased  the  gloominess  of  the  bleak  and  savage  wil- 
derness, that  stretched  so  far  on  every  side  of  him,  and  there 
was  even  a  fearful  character  in  the  stillness  of  those  litUe 
huts  that  he  knew  were  so  abundantly  peopled.  It  strudc 
hfan,  as  he  gazed  at  the  admirable  structures,  and  the 
wonderful  precauUons  of  their  sagacious  inmates,  that  even 
the  brutes  of  these  vast  wflds  were  possessed  of  an  insUnct 
neaijy  commensurate  with  his  own  practised    eason ;  and 
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bt  eonld  not  reflect,  without  ■mlety,  on  the  nnequtl  eenteet 
that  he  had  lo  rashly  courted.  Then  came  the  glowing 
tanage  of  Alice ;  her  distress ;  her  actual  danger ;  and  all 
the  peril  of  his  situation  faded  before  her  loveliness.  Cheer- 
Ing  David  with  his  voice,  he  moved  more  swiftly  onward, 
with  the  light  and  vigorous  step  of  youth  and  enterprise. 

*  After  making  nearly  a  semicircle  around  the  pond,  they 
diverged  from  the  water-course  and  began  to  ascend  to  the 
level  of  a  slight  elevation  in  that  bottom  land,  over  which 
they  Journeyed.  Within  half  an  hour  they  gained  the  mar- 
gLa  of  another  opening,  that  bore  all  the  signs  of  having 
lieen  also  made  by  the  beavers,  end  which  those  sagadous 
animals  had  probably  l>een  Induced,  by  some  accident,  to 
abandon,  for  the  more  eligible  position  they  now  occupied. 
A  very  natural  sensation  caused  Duncan  to  hesitate  a 
moment,  unwilling  to  leave  the  coArer  of  their  bushy  path, 
as  a  man  pauses  to  collect  his  enwgies  before  he  essays  any 
hazardous  experiment,  in  which  he  is  secretly  conscious 
they  will  all  be  needed.  He  profited  by  the  halt,  to  gather 
such  information  as  might  be  obtained  from  his  short  and 
hasty  glances. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  dearing,  and  near  the  point 
where  the  brook  tumbled  over  some  rocks  from :?  still  higher 
level,  some  fifty  or  sixty  lodges,  rudely  fabricated  of  logs, 
brush,  and  earth,  intermingled,  were  to  be  discovered.  They 
were  arranged  without  any  order,  and  seemed  to  be  con- 
structed with  very  little  attention  to  heir  neatness  or 
beauty.  Indeed,  so  very  inferior  were  tliey,  in  the  two 
latter  particulars,  to  the  village  Duncan  had  ;  tst  »<  ^^n,  that 
he  began  to  expect  a  second  surprise,  no  less  astonishing 
than  the  former.  This  expectation  was  in  no  degree  dimin- 
ished, when,  by  the  doubtful  twilight,  he  beheld  twenty  or 
thirty  forms,  rising  altematdy,  from  '  te  cover  of  the  tall, 
coarse  grass  in  front  of  the  lodges  and  then  sinking  again 
from  the  sight,  as  It  were  to  burro  w  ,n  the  earth.  By  the 
sudden  and  hasty  glimpses  th^t  he  caught  of  these  figures, 
they  seemed  more  like  dark  glancing  sp^tres,  or  some  other 
unearthly  beings,  than  creatures  fas!  ioned  with  the  ordinary 
and  vulgar  materials  of  flesh  aud  Llood.  a  gaunt,  naked 
form  was  seen,  for  a  single  instant,  ossing  its  arms  wildly 
in  the  air,  and  then  the  spot  it  har  niied  was  vacant,  the 
figure  appearing,  suddenly,  in  soi  le  ^ther  and  distant  place, 
or    being    succeeded    by   another,   possessing    the    same 
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myiteriont  character.  David,  observing  that  his  companion 
lingered,  pursued  the  direction  of  his  gaze,  and  In  some 
measure  recaOed  the  recollection  of  Heyward,  by  speaking— 
"  There  is  much  fruitful  sofl  unculUvated  here,"  he  said  • 
"  and  I  may  add,  without  the  sinful  leaven  of  self^m- 
mendation,  that,  since  my  short  sojourn  in  these  heathenish 
abodes,  much  good  seed  has  been  scattered  by  the  wayside." 

"  The  tribes  are  fonder  of  the  chase  than  of  the  arts  of 
men  of  labour,"  returned  the  unconscious  Duncan,  still  gaz- 
ing at  the  objecU  of  his  wonder. 

"  It  is  rather  Joy  than  labour  to  the  spirit,  to  lift  up 
the  voice  in  praise ;  but  sadly  do  these  boys  abuse  their 
glfU  I  Rarely  have  I  found  any  of  their  age,  on  whom 
nature  has  so  freely  bestowed  the  elements  of  psahnody  ; 
«Bd  surely,  surely  there  are  none  who  ne^ect  them  more. 
Three  nights  have  I  now  tarried  here,  and  three  several 
Umes  have  I  assembled  the  urchins  to  Join  in  sacred  song, 
and  as  often  have  they  responded  to  my  efforts  with  whoop- 
Ings  and  bowlings  that  have  chiUed  my  inmost  souL" 

"  Of  whom  speak  you  ?  " 

"  Of  those  children  of  the  devfl,  who  waste  their  pre- 
cious moments  in  yonder  Idle  antics.  Ah  I  the  wholesome 
restndnt  of  discipUne  is  but  litUe  known  among  this  self- 
abandoned  people  I    In  a  country  of  birches,  a  rod  is  never 

fu**  iu"***  **  ®"8^*  "°*  *°  *PP«"  »  marvel,  in  my  eyes, 
that  the  choicest  blessings  of  Providence  are  wasted  hi  such 
cries  as  these." 

David  closed  his  ears  agahist  the  Juvenile  pack,  whose 
ye^  Just  then  rang  shrilly  through  the  forest ;  and  Duncan, 
suffering  '  ;  Up  to  curi  in  a  proud  smfle,  as  in  mockery  at 
his  own  momentary  superstiUon,  said,  firmly— 

"  We  will  proceed." 

Without  removing  the  safeguard  from  his  ears,  the 
master  of  song  complied,  and  together  they  pursued  their 
way,  boldly,  towards  what  David  was  sometimes  wont  to 
caU  "  the  tents  of  the  Philistines.'^ 
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CHAPTER  XXni 

— Bat  though  the  beatt  of  game 
Th»  privflege  of  ohMe  may  oUim ; 
Tho'  apaoe  mmI  law  the  atag  we  tend. 
Ere  hound  we  alip,  <x  bow  we  bend ; 
Whoever  recked,  where,  how,  or  when. 
The  jvowling  fox  was  trapped  or  tlain  T 

Laxfy  of  the  Laht. 

It  Is  tmnsnal  to  find  an  encampment  of  the  natives,  like 
those  of  the  more  instructed  whites,  guarded  by  the  presence 
of  armed  men.  Well  informed  of  the  approach  of  every 
danger,  while  it  is  yet  at  a  distance,  the  Indian  generally 
rests  secure  under  h!s  knowledge  of  the  signs  of  the  forest, 
and  the  long  and  difficult  paths  that  separate  hhn  from 
those  he  has  most  reason  to  dread.  But  the  enemy  who, 
by  any  unlucky  concurrence  of  accidents,  has  found  means 
to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  scouts,  will  seldom  meet  with 
sentinels  nearer  home  to  sound  the  alarm.  In  addition  to 
this  general  usage,  the  tribes  friendly  to  the  French  king 
knew  too  well  the  weight  of  the  blow  that  had  just  been 
struck,  to  apprehend  any  immediate  danger  from  the  hostile 
nations  that  were  tributary  to  the  crown  of  Britain. 

When  Duncan  and  David,  therefore,  found  themselves 
in  the  centre  of  the  busy  children,  who  played  the  antics 
already  menUoned,  it  was  without  the  least  previous  In- 
timation of  their  approach.  But  so  soon  as  they  were  ob- 
served, the  whole  of  the  Juvenile  pack  raiseu,  by  common 
consent,  a  single  shrill  and  warning  whoop ;  and  then  sunk, 
as  it  were  by  magic,  from  before  the  sight  of  their  visitors. 
The  naked,  tawny  bodies  of  the  crouching  urchins  blended 
80  nicely,  at  that  hour,  with  the  withered  herbage,  that  at 
first  it  seemed  as  if  the  earth  had,  in  truth,  swallowed  up 
their  forms ;  though,  when  surprise  had  permitted  Duncan 
to  bend  his  own  wondering  looks  more  curiously  about  the 
spot,  he  found  them  everywhere  met  by  dark,  quick,  and 
rolling  eyeballs. 
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Gathering  no  encouragement  from  this  startling  presage 
of  the  nature  of  the  scrutiny  he  was  likely  to  undergo  from 
the  more  mature  judgments  of  the  men,  there  was  an  instant 
when  the  young  soldier  would  gladly  have  retreated.  It 
was,  however,  too  late  to  appear  even  it  hesitate.  The 
cry  of  the  children  had  drawn  a  dozen  warriors  to  the  d'^or 
of  the  nearest  lodge,  where  they  stood,  clustered  in  a  durk 
and  savage  group,  gravely  awaiting  the  nearer  approach  of 
those  who  had  thus  unexpectedly  come  among  them. 

David,  in  some  measure  familiarised  to  th9  scene,  led 
the  way,  with  a  steadiness  that  no  slight  obstacle  was  likely 
to  disconcert,  into  this  very  buflding.  It  was  the  principal 
edifice  of  the  village,  though  roughly  constructed  of  the 
bark  and  branches  of  trees ;  being  the  lodge  in  which  the 
tribe  held  its  councils  and  public  meetings,  during  their 
temporary  residence  on  the  borders  of  the  En^ish  province. 
Duncan  found  it  difficult  to  assume  the  necessary  appear- 
ance of  unconcern,  as  he  brushed  the  dark  and  powerful 
firames  of  the  savages  who  thronged  its  threshold;  but, 
conscious  that  his  existence  depended  on  his  presence  of 
mind,  he  trusted  to  the  discretion  of  his  companion,  whose 
footsteps  he  closely  followed,  endeavouring,  as  he  proceeded, 
to  rally  his  thoughts  for  the  occasion.  His  blood  had  stag- 
nated for  a  moment,  when  he  found  himself  in  absolute 
coi  tact  with  such  fierce  and  implacable  enemies ;  but  he 
so  far  mastered  his  feelings  as  to  pursue  his  way  into  the 
centre  of  the  lodge  with  an  exterior  that  did  not  betray 
the  weakness.  Imitating  the  example  of  the  deliberate 
Gamut,  he  drew  a  bundle  of  fragrant  brush  from  beneath 
a  pile,  that  filled  a  corner  of  the  hut,  and  seated  himself 
in  silence. 

So  soon  as  their  visitor  had  passed,  the  observant  war- 
riors fell  back  from  the  entrance,  and  arranging  themselves 
about  him,  they  seemed  patiently  to  wait  the  moment 
when  it  might  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  stranger  to 
speak.  By  far  the  greater  number  stood  leaning,  in  lazy, 
lounging  attitudes,  against  the  upright  posts  that  supported 
the  crazy  building,  while  three  or  four  of  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished  of  the  chiefs  placed  themselves,  in  their  or- 
dinary manner,  on  the  earth,  a  little  more  in  advance. 

A  flaring  torch  was  burning  in  the  place,  and  sent  Its 
red  0are  from  face  to  face,  and  figure  to  figure,  as  it  wavered, 
inconstantly,  in  the  currents  of  air.    Duncan  profited  by  its 


THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 


light  to  read,  with  Jealous  looks,  the  probable  character  of 
his  reception  in  the  countenances  of  his  hosts.  But  his  in- 
genuity availed  him  little,  against  the  cold  artifices  of  the 
people  he  had  encountered.  The  chiefs  in  front  scarce  cast 
a  glance  at  his  person,  keeping  their  eyes  fastened  on  the 
ground,  with  an  air  that  might  have  been  intended  for 
respect,  but  which  it  was  quite  easy  to  construe  into  dis- 
trust. The  men  in  shadow  were  less  reserved.  Duncan 
soon  detected  their  searching,  but  stolen,  looks,  which,  in 
truth,  scanned  his  person  and  attire  inch  by  inch,  leaving 
no  emotion  of  the  countenance,  no  gesture,  no  line  of  the 
paint,  nor  even  the  fashion  of  a  garment,  imheeded,  and 
without  its  secret  comment. 

At  length,  one  whose  hair  was  beginning  to  be  sprinkled 
with  grey,  but  whose  sinewy  limbs  and  firm  tread  announced 
that  he  was  still  equal  to  the  arduous  duties  of  manhood, 
advanced  from  out  the  gloom  of  a  comer,  whither  he  had 
probably  posted  himself  to  make  his  observations  unseen, 
and  spoke.  He  used  the  language  of  the  Wyandots  or 
Hurons;  his  words  were,  consequently,  unintelligible  to 
Heyward,  though  they  seemed,  by  the  gestures  that  accom- 
panied theni,  to  be  uttered  more  in  courtesy  than  anger. 
The  latter  shook  his  head,  and  made  a  gesture  indicative 
of  his  inabi"ty  to  reply. 

"  Do  ■)  M  of  my  brothers  speak  the  French  or  the 
English  i  "  he  said,  in  the  former  language,  looking  about 
him,  from  countenance  to  countenance,  in  hopes  of  finding 
a  nod  of  assent. 

Though  more  than  one  head  tmned,  as  if  to  catch  the 
meaning  of  his  words,  they  remained  unanswered. 

"  I  should  be  grieved  to  think,"  continued  Duncan, 
speaking  slowly,  and  using  the  simplest  French  ef  which  he 
was  the  master,  "to  believe  that  none  of  this  wise  and 
brave  nation  understand  the  language  that  the  '  Grand 
Monarque '  uses  when  he  talks  to  his  children.  His  heart 
would  be  heavy,  did  he  believe  his  red  warriors  paid  him 
so  little  respect  I  " 

A  long  and  grave  pause  succeeded,  during  which  no 
movement  of  a  limb,  nor  any  expression  of  an  eye,  betrayed 
the  impression  produced  by  his  remark.  Duncan,  who  knew 
that  silence  was  a  virtue  amongst  his  hosts,  gladly  had 
recourse  to  the  custom,  in  order  to  arrange  his  ideas.  At 
length,  the  same  warrior,  who  had  before  addressed  hint. 
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replied,  by  drily  demanding,  in  the  slight  patois  oi  the 
oinadas — 

"  When  our  Great  Father  speaks  to  his  people,  is  it 
with  the  tongue  of  a  Huron  ?  " 

"  He  knows  no  diflerenoe  In  his  children,  whether  the 
colour  of  the  skin  be  red,  or  black,  or  white,"  returned 
Duncan,  evasively ;  "  though  chiefly  b  he  satisfied  with 
the  brave  Hurons." 

"  In  what  manner  will  he  speak,"  demanded  the  wary 
chief,  "  when  the  runners  count  to  him  the  scalps  which 
Ave  nights  ago  grew  on  the  heads  of  the  Yengeese  ?  " 

"  They  were  his  enemies,"  said  Duncan,  shuddering  In- 
voluntarily ;  "  and,  doubtless,  he  will  say  it  is  good— my 
Hurons  are  very  valiant" 

"  Our  Canada  father  does  not  think  iL  Instead  of  look- 
ing forward  to  reward  his  Indians,  his  eyes  are  turned  back- 
ward. He  sees  the  dead  Yengeese,  but  no  Huron.  What 
can  this  mean  ?  " 

"A  great  chief,  like  him,  has  more  thoughts  than 
tongues.   He  looks  to  see  that  no  enemies  are  on  his  trail." 

"  The  canoe  of  a  dead  warrior  will  not  float  on  the 
Horican,"  returned  the  savage  gloomUy.  "His  ears  art 
open  to  the  Delawarcs,  who  are  not  our  friends,  and  they 
flU  them  with  Ues." 

"  It  cannot  be.  See ;  he  has  bid  me,  who  am  a  man 
that  knows  the  art  of  healing,  to  go  to  his  children,  the 
red  Hurons  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  ask  if  any  are  sick  I  " 

Another  long  and  deep  silence  succeeded  this  annuncia- 
tion of  the  character  Duncan  had  assumed.  Every  eye  was 
simultaneously  bent  on  his  person,  as  if  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  declaration,  with  an  intelligence 
and  keenness  that  caused  the  subject  of  their  scruUny  to 
tremble  for  the  result.  He  was,  however,  relieved  agahi  by 
the  former  speaker. 

"  Do  the  cunning  men  of  the  Canadas  paint  their  skins?  " 
the  Huron  coldly  continued ;  "  we  have  heard  them  boast 
that  their  faces  were  pale." 

"  When  an  Indian  chief  comes  among  his  white  fathers," 
returned  Duncan,  with  great  steadiness,  "  he  lays  aside  his 
buffalo  robe,  to  carry  the  shirt  that  is  offered  him.  My 
brothers  have  ^ven  me  paint,  and  I  wear  it." 

A  low  murmur  of  applause  announced  that  the  compli- 
ment to  the  tribe  was  favourably  received.    The  elderly 
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chief  made  a  gesture  of  commendation,  wbidi  was  answered 
by  most  of  his  companions,  who  each  threw  forth  a  hand, 
and  uttered  the  usual  brief  exdamation  of  pleasure.  Dun- 
can began  to  breathe  more  freely,  believing  that  the  weight 
of  his  examination  was  past ;  and  as  he  had  already  pre- 
pared a  simple  and  probable  tale  to  support  his  pretended 
occupation,  his  hopes  of  ulUmate  success  grew  brighter. 

After  a  silence  of  a  few  moments,  as  if  adjusting  his 
thoughts,  in  order  to  make  a  suitable  answer  to  the  declara- 
tion their  guest  had  Just  given,  another  warrior  arose,  and 
placed  htanself  in  an  attitude  to  speak.    While  his  lips  were 
yet  in  the  act  of  parting,  a  low  but  fearful  sound  arose 
from  the  forest,  and  was  immediately  succeeded  by  a  high, 
shrill  ydl,  that  was  drawn  out  until  it  equalled  the  longest 
and  most  plaintive  howl  of  the  wolf.    The  sudden  and  ter- 
rible interruption  caused  Duncan  to  start  from  his  seat,  un- 
conscious of  everything  but  the  effect  produced  by  so 
frightful  a  cry.    At  the  same  moment,  the  warriors  glided 
in  a  body  from  the  lodge,  and  the  outer  air  was  filled  with 
loud  shouts,  that  nearly  drowned  those  awful  sounds  which 
the  organs  of  Duncan  occasionally  announced  were  still 
ringing  beneath  the  arches  of  the  woods.    Unable  to  com- 
mand himself  any  longer,  the  youth  broke  from  the  place, 
and  presently  stood  in  the  centre  of  a  disorderly  throng, 
that  included  nearly  everything  having  life,  within  the 
limits  of  the  encampment.    Men,  women,  and  children ;  the 
aged,  the  infirm,  the  active,  and  the  strong,  were  alike 
abroad ;  some  exclaiming  aloud,  others  clapping  their  hands 
with  a  Joy  that  seemed  frantic,  and  all  expressing  their 
savage  pleasure  in  some  unexpected  event.    Though  aston- 
ished at  first,  by  the  uproar,  Heyward  was  soon  enabled  to 
find  its  solution  by  the  scene  that  followed. 

There  yet  lingered  sufficient  light  in  the  heavens  to 
exhibit  those  bri^t  openings  among  the  tree-tops,  where 
different  paths  left  the  clearing  to  enter  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness.  Beneath  one  of  them,  a  line  of  warriors  issued 
from  the  woods,  and  advancer^  slowly  towards  the  dwdl- 
ings.  One  in  front  bore  a  short  pole,  on  which,  as  it  after- 
wards appeared,  were  suspended  several  human  scalps.  The 
startling  sounds  that  Duncan  had  heard  were  what  the 
whites  have,  not  inappropriately,  called  the  "death  halloo" ; 
and  each  repetition  of  the  cry  was  intended  to  announce 
to  the  tribe  the  fate  of  an  enemy.   Thus  far  the  knowledge 
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of  Hejrward  assisted  Um  In  the  explanation,  and  as  ha  now 
knew  that  tlie  Intcrraption  was  eansed  by  the  nidooked-for 
return  of  a  socoessfnl  war  party,  every  disagreeable  smsa- 
tlon  was  quieted  In  Inward  congratulations  for  the  ojf^pot- 
tune  relief  and  Insignificance  it  conferred  on  himself. 

"When  at  the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the 
lodges,  the  newly  arrived  warriors  halted.  Their  plaintive 
and  terrific  cry,  which  was  intended  to  represent  equally 
the  waflings  of  the  dead  and  the  triumph  of  the  victors, 
had  entirely  ceased.  One  of  their  number  now  called  aloud, 
in  words  that  were  far  from  appalling,  though  not  more  in- 
tdllgible  to  those  for  whose  ears  they  were  intended, 
than  their  expressive  yells.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
convey  a  sultaMe  idea  of  the  savage  ecstasy  with  which 
the  news  thus  Imparted  was  received.  The  whole  encamp- 
ment, in  a  moment,  became  a  scene  of  the  most  violent 
bustle  and  commotion.  The  warriors  drew  their  knives,  and 
flourishing  them  on  hi^,  they  arranged  themselves  in 
two  lines,  forming  a  lane  that  extended  from  the  war  party 
to  the  lodges.  Hie  squaws  seized  dubs,  axes,  or  whatever 
weapon  of  offence  first  offered  Itself  to  their  hands,  and 
rushed  eageriy  to  act  their  part  in  the  cruel  game  that  was 
at  hand.  Even  the  children  would  not  be  exd.'ded ;  but 
boys,  little  able  to  widd  the  instruments,  tore  the  toma- 
hawks from  the  bdts  of  their  fathers,  and  stole  into  the 
ranks,  apt  Imitators  of  the  savage  traits  exhibited  by  their 
parents. 

Large  piles  of  brush  lay  scattered  about  the  dearing, 
and  a  wary  and  aged  squaw  was  occupied  in  firing  as  many 
as  might  serve  to  light  the  coming  exhibition.  As  the  flame 
arose,  its  power  exceeded  that  of  the  parting  day,  and 
assisted  to  render  objects  at  the  same  time  more  distinct 
and  more  hideous.  The  whole  scene  formed  a  striking 
picture,  whose  frame  was  composed  by  the  daric  and  tall 
border  of  pines.  The  warriors  Just  arrived  were  the  most 
distant  figures.  A  little  in  advance  stood  two  men,  who 
were  apparently  selected  from  the  rest,  as  the  prindpal 
actors  in  what  was  to  follow.  The  light  was  not  strong 
enough  to  render  their  features  distinct,  though  it  was  quite 
evident  that  they  were  govo-ned  by  very  different  emotions. 

Whfle  one  stood  erect  and  firm,  prepared  to  meet  his 
fate  like  a  hero,  the  other  bowed  his  head  as  if  palsied  by 
terror,  or  stridcen  with  shame.     The  high-spirited  Duncan 
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Jjlirr^u^P'^  •'  •dmlmUon  and  pity  towardt  the 
romer,  though  no  opportunity  could  offer  to  exhibit  hb 

5!^^  !2?i,"°"^    "•  ^■**^*'***  ***•  slightest  movement, 

i<rr!JS'  ^    .•'S?  "y* '  •"*  •»  *»•  traced  the  Ane  out- 
Mne  of  his  admirably  proportioned  and  active  frame,  he  en- 

TlfU**  P«""»<»e  Wn»»eW  that  if  the  powers  of  man. 
secon^  by  such  noble  resolution,  could  bear  one  harmless 
through  so  severe  a  trial,  the  youthful  captive  befora  htan 
might  hope  for  success  in  the  hazardous  race  he  was  about 
to  run.     Insensibly  the  young  man  drew  nigher  to  the 
swarthy  lines  of  the  Hurons,  and  scarcely  breathed,  so  In- 
tense became  his  interest  in  the  spectacle.    Just  then  the 
signal  ydl  was  given,  and  the  momentary  quiet  which  had 
preceded  It  was  broken  by  a  burst  of  cries,  that  far  exceeded 
any  before  heard.   The  most  abject  of  the  two  victims  con- 
ttaued  motionless ;  but  the  other  bounded  from  the  place, 
at  the  CTy,  ydth  the  activity  and  swiftness  of  a  deer.  Instead 
of  rushing  through  the  hostUe  Unes,  as  had  been  expected, 
he  Just  entered  the  dangerous  defile,  and  before  tfane  was 
given  for  a  single  blow,  turned  short,  and  leaping  the  heads 
«#'  '^r  o«  cWldren,  he  gained  at  once  the  exterior  and 
safer  side  of  the  formidable  array.    The  artifice  was  an- 
swered by  a  hundred  voices  raised  in  hnprecaUons,  and  the 
whole  of  the  ex-ited  multitude  broke  from  their  order,  and 
spread  themselves  about  the  place  in  wild  confusion 

A  dozen  blazing  pUes  now  shed  theii  lurid  brightnesi 
on  the  place,  which  resembled  some  unhaUowed  and  sup«u 
tn  r/t  th?"?;  »»,^Wch  malicious  demons  had  assemSed 
to  act  their  bloody  and  lawless  rites.  Those  forms  In  the 
background  looked  like  unearthly  beings,  gliding  before  the 
eye,  and  deaving  the  air  with  franUc  and  um^tBv^^ 
tures;  while  the  savage  passions  of  such  as  passed  the 
flames  were  rendered  fearfuUy  disttect  by  the  gleams  that 
shot  athwart  thefr  dusky  but  inflamed  visages 
«#  ?  I?l.**'"y  ***  understood  that  amid  such  a  concourse 
*l  '^1?^'''  'i^***'  "**  breathing  thne  was  permtttedto 

wl  iT^r  ^^^  themselves  before  him,  and  drove  hS 

^L  l^^'^J^'  *»*  *°*  ^*  the  swiftness  of  animwr 
through  a  pOlar  of  forked  flame,  and  passlna  the  ^h^ 
mulUtude  harmless,  he  appeared' on  th?^pp^iS*.i^^ 
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Um  dMurlng.  Hen,  too,  ho  was  met  and  tnrnod  by  a  few 
of  the  older  and  more  subtle  of  the  Hurons.  Once  more 
he  tried  the  throng,  as  if  seeking  safety  in  its  Iriindness, 
and  then  several  moments  succeeded,  during  which  Duncan 
belieyed  the  active  and  courageous  young  stranger  was  irre- 
trievably lost. 

Nothing  could  be  disUngulshed  but  a  dark  man  of 
human  forms,  tossed  and  involved  in  inexplicable  confusion. 
Amu,  gleaming  knives,  and  formidable  clubs  appeared 
above  them,  but  the  blows  were  evidently  given  at  random. 
The  awful  effect  was  heightened  by  the  piercing  shrieks  of 
the  women  and  the  fierce  yells  of  the  warriors.  Now  and 
then  Duncan  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  light  form,  cleaving 
the  air  in  some  desperate  bound,  and  he  rather  hoped  than 
bdieved  that  the  captive  yet  retained  the  command  of  his 
astonishing  powers  of  activity.  Suddenly,  the  multitude 
rolled  backward,  and  approached  the  spot  where  he  himself 
stood.  The  heavy  body  in  the  rear  pressed  upon  the  women 
and  children  in  the  front,  and  bore  them  to  the  earth.  The 
stranger  reappeared  in  the  confusion.  Human  power  could 
not,  however,  much  longer  endure  so  severe  a  trial.  Of  this 
the  captive  seemed  conscious.  Profiting  by  the  momentary 
opeiiing,  he  darted  firom  among  the  warriors,  and  made  a 
desperate  and,  what  seemed  to  Duncan,  a  final  effort  to 
gain  the  wood.  As  if  aware  that  no  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  young  soldier,  the  fugitive  nearly  brushed 
his  person  in  his  flight.  A  tall  and  powerful  Huron,  who 
had  husbanded  his  forces,  pressed  dose  upon  bis  heels,  and 
with  an  uplifted  arm,  menaced  a  fatal  blow.  Duncan 
thrust  forward  his  foot,  and  the  shock  precipitated  the  eager 
savage  headlong,  many  feet  in  advance  of  his  intended 
victim.  Thought  itself  is  not  quicker  than  was  the  motion 
with  which  the  latter  profited  by  the  advantage ;  he  turned, 
gleamed  a  meteor  again  before  the  eyes  of  Duncan,  and 
at  the  next  moment,  when  the  latter  recrT^ered  his  recol- 
lection, and  gazed  around  in  quest  of  the  ptive,  he  saw 
him  quietly  leaning  against  a  small  pain  J  post,  which 
stuod  before  the  door  of  the  principal  lodge. 

Apprehensive  that  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  escape 
might  prove  fatal  to  himself,  Duncan  left  the  pTace  without 
delay.  He  followed  the  crowd,  which  drew  nigh  the  lodges, 
gloomy  and  sullen,  like  any  other  multitude  that  had  been 
disappointed  in  an  execution.   Curiosity,  or  perhaps  a  better 
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feeUng,  Induced  hfan  to  approach  the  stranger.  He  found 
hhn,  standing  with  one  arm  cast  about  the  protecting  post, 
and  breathing  thiclc  and  hard,  after  his  hicredible  exerUons, 
but  stiU  disdaintaig  to  permit  a  staigle  sign  of  suffering  to 
escape.  His  person  was  now  protected  by  tanmemorial  and 
sacred  usage,  untfl  the  tribe  hi  council  had  deliberated  and 
determhied  on  his  fate.  It  was  not  difficult,  however,  to 
foretell  the  result,  if  any  presage  could  be  drawn  from  the 
feelhigs  of  those  who  crowded  the  place. 

Thwre  was  no  term  of  abuse  known  to  the  Huron  vocabo- 
lary  that  the  disappointed  women  did  not  lavishly  expend 
on  the  successful  strpnger.  They  flouted  at  hto  efforts,  and 
told  hfan  with  many  and  bitter  scoffs  that  his  feet  were 
better  than  his  hands,  and  that  he  merited  wtegs,  whOe  he 
knew  not  the  use  of  an  arrow  or  a  knife.  To  all  this  the 
^iapUve  made  no  reply,  but  was  content  to  preserve  an 
attitude  hi  which  dignity  was  stagulariy  blended  with  dis- 
dain. Exasperated  as  much  by  his  composure  as  by  his 
good  fortune,  their  words  became  unhiteUigible,  and  were 
succeeded  by  shriU,  piercing  yeUs.  Just  then  the  crafty 
squaw,  who  had  taken  the  necessary  precaution  to  Are  the 
piles,  made  her  way  through  the  throng,  and  cleared  a  place 
for  herself  in  front  of  the  captive.  The  squalid  and  withered 
person  of  this  hag  might  well  have  obtained  for  her  the 
character  of  possessing  more  than  human  cunning.  Throw- 
tag  back  her  light  vestment,  she  stretched  forth  her  long, 
sktany  arm  tai  derision,  and  ustag  the  language  of  the 
Lenape,  as  more  tatelllgible  to  the  subject  of  her  jibes,  she 
commenced  aloud — 

•'  Look  you,  Delaware  I  "  she  said,  snapping  her  fingers 
in  his  face ;  "  your  nation  is  a  race  of  women,  and  the  hoe 
is  better  fitted  to  your  hands  than  the  gun  I  Your  squaws 
are  the  mothers  of  deer ;  but  if  a  bear,  or  a  wUd  cat,  or  a 
serpent  were  bom  among  you,  ye  would  flee  I  The  Huron 
girls  shall  make  you  petUcoats,  and  we  wUl  find  you  a 
husband." 

A  loud  burst  of  savage  and  taunttag  laughter  succeeded 
this  attack,  during  which  the  soft  and  musical  merrfanent 
of  the  younger  females  strangely  chimed  with  the  cracked 
voice  of  their  older  and  more  malignant  companion.  But 
the  stranger  was  superior  to  all  thdr  efforts.  His  head 
was  fanmovable;  nor  did  he  betray  the  sUghtest  con- 
sciousness that  any  were  present,  except  when  his  haughty 
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•jre  roIM  prondly  towards  the  dntlcy  f omu  of  the  warrlon, 
who  stalked  la  the  background,  sflent  and  sullen  ^servers 
•f  the  scene. 

Infuriated  at  tho  sell-command  of  the  eapthre,  the 
woman  placed  her  arms  akimbo,  and  throwing  hendf  in 
the  posture  of  defiance,  she  broke  out  anew,  in  a  torrent 
•f  words  that  no  art  of  ours  could  commit  successfully  to 
paper.  Her  breath  was,  however,  expended  to  vato ;  for, 
although  disUnguished  to  her  nation  as  a  proficient  in  the 
art  of  abuse,  she  was  permitted  to  work  hersdf  into  such  a 
fnry,  as  actuaUy  to  foam  at  the  mouth,  without  causing  a 
muscle  to  vibrate  in  the  motionless  figure  of  the  stranger. 
The  effect  of  bis  todlfference  began  to  extend  itsdf  to  the 
other  q>eclators ;  and  a  youngster  who  was  Just  quitttog 
the  condition  of  a  boy,  to  enter  the  sUte  of  manhood, 
attempted  to  assist  the  termagant,  by  flourishing  his  toma- 
hawk before  their  victim,  and  adding  his  onpty  boasts  to 
the  taunts  of  the  woman.  Then,  indeed,  the  captive  turned 
bis  face  towards  the  light,  and  looked  down  on  the  stripling 
with  a  lofttoess  of  expression  that  was  even  superior  to 
contempt.  At  the  next  moment,  he  resumed  his  quiet  and 
redintog  attitude  against  tiie  post  But  the  action  and 
change  of  the  posture  had  permitted  Duncan  to  exchange 
fiances  with  the  firm  and  pierctog  eyes  of  Uncas. 

Breathless  with  amazement,  and  heavily  oppressed  with 
the  critical  situation  of  his  friend,  Heyward  recoiled  before 
the  look,  trembltog  lest  its  meaning  expression  might  in 
smne  unknown  manner  hasten  the  prisoner's  fate.  There 
was  not,  however,  any  instant  cause  for  such  an  apprehen- 
sion. Just  then  a  warrior  forced  his  way  toto  the  exas- 
perated crowd.  Motiontog  the  women  and  children  aside 
with  a  stem  gesture,  he  took  Uncas  by  the  arm,  and  led 
him  towards  the  door  of  the  councU  lodge.  Thither  all  the 
chiefs,  and  most  of  the  disttoguished  warriors,  followed, 
among  whom  the  anxious  Heyward  found  means  to  oiter, 
without  attracttog  any  dangerous  attention  to  hfanself. 

A  few  mtoutes  were  consumed  to  dlspostog  of  those 
present  to  a  manner  suitable  to  their  rank  and  influence  to 
the  tribe.  An  mda  vary  simflar  to  that  adopted  to  the 
preceding  toterview  was  observed ;  the  aged  and  superior 
chiefs  occupying  the  area  of  the  spacious  apartment,  withta 
the  powerful  Ught  of  a  glaring  torch,  whfle  their  Juniors 
and  inferiors  were  arranged  to  the  badcground,  presenttog 
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•  dMk  MUlBe  to  tin  pictnra  of  swartliy  and  stanily  mwked 
vlsagw.  In  tlM  Ywy  ontrt  of  the  lodge,  inmnMUatdy  iiiid« 
•n  opralag  that  admlttad  the  t^Rrinklliig  light  of  one  or  two 
stare,  etood  Uncas,  cafan,  elevated,  and  collected.  HU  high 
and  haughty  carriage  was  net  lost  on  hie  captors,  who  often 
bent  their  looks  on  his  person,  with  eyes  which,  whfle  they 
lost  none  of  their  inflexibility  of  purpose,  plainly  betn^ed 
their  admiratian  of  the  stranger's  daring. 

The  case  was  different  with  the  individual  whom  Dmwan 
had  obsenred  to  stand  forth  with  his  friend,  previous  to  the 
desperate  trial  of  speed ;  and  who,  instead  of  JofaUng  In 
the  chase,  had  remataied,  throughout  all  iU  turi)ulent  uinoar, 
like  a  cringing  stetue,  expressive  of  shame  and  disgrace. 
Thou^  net  a  hand  had  been  extended  to  greet  him,  nor 
yet  an  eye  had  condescended  to  watch  his  movemente,  he 
had  also  entered  the  lodge,  as  though  hnpelled  by  a  fate 
to  whose  decrees  be  submitted,  seemhigly,  without  a 
stmg^e.  Heyward  profited  by  the  first  importunity  to  gaze 
in  his  face,  secretly  apprehensive  he  might  find  the  features 
of  another  acquaintance,  but  they  proved  to  be  those  of  a 
stranger,  and,  what  was  stUl  more  inexplicable,  of  one  who 
bore  all  the  distinctive  mariu  of  a  Huron  warrior.  Instead 
of  mingling  with  his  tribe,  however,  he  sat  apart,  a  solitary 
being  in  a  multitude,  his  form  shrinking  into  a  croudiing 
and  abject  attitude,  as  if  anxious  to  fill  as  little  space  as 
possible.  When  each  taidividud  had  taken  his  proper 
sUtion,  and  a  breathing  sUence  reigned  hi  the  i^ace,  the 
grey-haired  chief,  already  introduced  to  the  reader,  spoke 
aloud,  in  the  language  of  the  Lenni  Lenape — 

"  Delaware,"  he  said, "  though  one  of  a  nation  of  women, 
you  have  proved  yourself  a  man.  I  would  give  you  food, 
but  he  who  eate  with  a  Huron  should  become  his  friend. 
Rest  in  peace  till  the  morning  sun,  when  our  words  shall 
be  spoken  to  you." 

"  Seven  nighU,  and  as  many  summer  dasrs,  have  I  fasted 
on  the  trail  of  the  Hurons,"  Uncas  coolly  replied ;  "  the 
children  of  the  Lenape  know  how  to  travel  the  path  of  the 
Just  without  lingering  to  eat." 

"  Two  of  my  young  men  are  in  pursuit  of  your  com- 
panion," resumed  the  other,  without  appearing  to  regard 
the  boast  of  his  captive ;  "  when  they  get  back,  then  will 
our  wise  men  say  to  you— live  or  die  I  " 

"  Has  a  Huron  no  ears  ?  "  scomfu^jr  exdalmed  Ukicai } 
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"  tuiee  liiiM  he  hai  been  yoar  priMiMr  hat  tbe  DdawuthMtfd 
•fOB  Uwt  be  knows  t  Your  youngmenwlUneveremnebeek." 

A  sbort  and  euUen  pause  succeeded  tbis  confident  assw* 
tton.  Duncan,  wbo  understood  the  Mohican  to  allude  to 
the  fatal  rifle  of  the  scout,  b«it  forward  hi  earnest  observa- 
tlon  of  the  eXTect  it  might  produce  on  the  conquennv ;  but 
the  chief  was  content  with  simply  retorting- 

"  If  the  Lenape  are  so  skilful,  ^y  is  one  of  their  bravest 
warriors  here  T  " 

"  He  followed  in  the  steps  of  a  flying  coward,  and  fell 
into  a  snare.    The  cunning  beaver  may  be  caught  I  " 

As  Uncas  thus  replied,  he  pointed  with  his  finger  to- 
wards the  solitary  Huron,  but  without  deigning  to  bestow 
any  other  notice  on  so  unworthy  an  object.  The  words  of 
the  answer,  and  the  air  of  the  speaker,  produced  a  powerful 
sensation  among  his  auditors.  Every  eye  rolled  sullenly 
toward  the  individual  indicated  by  a  simple  gesture  and  a 
low,  threatening  murmur  passed  through  the  crowd.  The 
ominous  sounds  reached  the  outer  door,  and  the  women 
and  children  |»essing  into  the  throng,  no  gap  had  been 
left,  between  shoulder  and  shoulder,  that  was  not  now  filled 
with  Uw  dark  lineaments  of  some  eager  and  curious  human 
countenance. 

In  the  meantime,  the  more  aged  chiefs,  in  the  centre, 
communed  with  each  other  in  short  and  broken  sentences. 
Not  a  word  was  uttered,  that  did  not  convey  the  meaning 
of  the  speaker,  in  the  simplest  and  most  enngetic  form. 
Again  a  long  and  deeply  solemn  pause  took  place.<,  It  was 
known  by  all  present  to  be  the  grave  precursor  of  a  weighty 
and  important  Judgment.  They  who  composed  the  outer 
circle  of  faces  were  on  tiptoe  to  gaze,  and  even  the  culprit, 
for  an  instant,  forgot  his  shame  in  a  deeper  emotion,  and 
exposed  bis  abject  features,  in  order  to  cast  an  anxious 
and  troubled  glance  at  the  dark  assemblage  of  chiefs.  The 
deep  and  impressive  sUence  was  finally  broken  by  the  aged 
warrior  so  often  named.  He  arose  from  the  earih,  and  mov- 
ing past  the  immovable  form  of  Uncas,  placed  himself  in 
a  dignified  and  erect  attitude  before  the  offender.  At  that 
moment,  the  withered  squaw  already  mentioned  moved 
into  the  circle,  in  a  slow,  sideling  sort  of  a  dance,  holding 
the  torch,  and  muttering  the  indistinrt  wwrds  of  what  might 
have  been  a  species  of  incantation.  Though  her  presence 
was  altogether  an  intrusion,  it  was  unheeded. 


A. 


THB  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 


265 


ApproaehlBg  Uncat .  the  Md  th«  biasing  brand  tai  rach 
a  mannar  as  to  cait  Kt  ted  glara  on  his  pcnon,  and  axpote 
the  sllghtMt  onotion  of  hU  countenance.  The  Mohican 
chief  midntained  hie  linn  and  haughty  attitude ;  and  Mi 
eye,  so  far  from  deigning  to  meet  her  inquisitive  looli,  dwelt 
steadily  on  the  distance,  as  though  it  penetrated  the  <^ 
sUdes  which  fanpeded  the  view,  and  loolced  deep  into 
futurity.  Satisfied  with  her  examinaUon,  she  left  him  with 
a  slight  expression  of  plensure,  and  proceeded  to  practise 
the  same  trying  experiment  on  her  delinquent  countrjrman. 

The  young  Huron  was  in  his  war  paint,  and  very  little 
of  a  finely-moulded  f  rra  was  concealed  by  his  attire.  The 
light  rendered  every  limb  and  joint  discernible,  and  Duncan 
turned  away  in  horror,  v.  hen  he  saw  they  were  writhing 
in  irrepressible  agony.  TIk-  woman  v  is  commencing  a  low 
and  plaintive  howl  at  the  sr^*  end  shameful  spectacle,  when 
the  chief  put  forth  his  hand  md  gently  pushed  her  aside. 

"  Reed-that-bends,"  he  said,  addressing  the  young  cul- 
prit by  name,  and  in  his  proper  language,  "  though  the 
Great  Spirit  has  made  you  pleasant  to  the  eye,  it  would 
have  been  better  that  you  had  not  been  bom.  Your  tongue 
is  loud  in  the  village,  but  in  batUe  it  is  stiU.  None  of  my 
young  men  strike  the  tomahawk  deeper  toto  the  war-post 
-^lone  of  them  so  lightly  on  the  Yengeese.  The  enemy 
know  the  shape  of  your  back,  but  they  have  never  seen  the 
colour  of  your  eyes.  Three  times  have  they  called  on  you 
to  come,  and  as  often  did  you  forget  to  answer.  Your 
name  wHl  never  be  mentioned  again  in  your  tribe — it  ia 
already  forgotten," 

As  the  chief  slowly  uttered  these  words,  pausing  Im- 
pressively between  each  sentence,  the  culprit  raised  his  face 
in  deference  to  the  other's  rank  and  years.  Shame,  horror, 
and  pride  struggled  fearfuUy  in  its  speaking  lineaments. 
His  eye,  which  was  contracted  with  inward  anguish,  gleamed 
around  on  the  persons  of  those  whose  breath  was  his  fame, 
and  the  latter  emotion  for  an  taistant  predominated.  He 
arose  to  his  feet,  and,  baring  his  bosom,  looked  steadily 
on  the  keen,  glittering  knife  that  was  already  upheld  by 
his  faiexorable  Judge.  As  the  weapon  passed  slowly  into 
his  heart,  he  even  smiled,  as  if  hi  joy,  at  having  found  death 
less  dreadful  than  he  had  anticipated,  and  fell  heavily  on 
his  face,  at  the  feet  of  the  rigid  and  unyielding  form  of 
Uncas. 
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Tbe  iqiiaw  gKn  m  load  and  plalnttVtt  yeD,  dftgh«d  the 
torcb  to  the  MTtb,  and  butted  «v«r]rthiiig  in  dflrimeu.  The 
whole  shadderlng  gronp  of  speetaton  gilded  from  the  lodge 
like  troubled  spirits ;  and  Duncan  thought  that  he  and  the 
yet  throbbing  body  of  the  victim  9t  an  Didian  Judgment 
bad  now  become  its  only  tenants. 


CHAPTER  XXIV 

Hum  ipoka  the  nge  {  the  Ungi  witiMmt  daUy 
DiaolT*  tiM  oouaofl,  ud  thdr  ohiet  obey. 

A  siNOLB  moment,  however,  served  to  convince  the 
youth  that  he  was  mistaken.  A  hand  was  laid  with  a 
powerful  pressun  on  his  arm,  and  then  the  low  voice  of 
Uncas  mutterod  in  his  ears^ 

"  The  Hurons  are  dogs  I  The  sight  of  a  coward's  blood 
can  never  make  a  warrior  tremble.  The  '  grey-head '  and 
the  Sagamore  are  safe,  and  the  rifle  of  Hawk-eye  Is  not 
asleep.  Go :  Uncas  and  the '  open-hand '  are  now  strangers. 
It  is  enough." 

Heyward  would  gladly  have  heard  more,  but  a  timely 
effort  from  his  friend  urged  him  toward  the  door,  and 
admonished  him  of  the  danger  that  might  attend  the  dis- 
covery of  thehr  intercourse.  Slowly  and  reluctanUy  yielding 
to  the  necessity,  he  quitted  the  place,  and  mingled  with  the 
throng  that  hovered  nigh.  The  dying  fires  hi  the  dearing 
cast  a  dhn  and  uncertain  light  on  the  dusky  figures  that 
were  silently  staUdng  to  and  fro;  and,  occasionaUy,  a 
brighter  gleam  than  common  glanced  into  the  darkness  of 
the  lodge,  and  exhibited  the  figure  of  Uncas,  still  maintain- 
ing its  upright  atUtude  above  the  dead  body  of  the  Huron. 

A  knot  of  warriors  soon  entered  the  place  agatai,  and, 
reissuing,  they  bore  the  senseless  remains  into  the  adjacent 
woods.  After  this  solemn  termhiation  of  the  scene,  Duncan 
wandered  among  the  lodges,  unquestioned  and  unnoticed, 
endeavouring  to  find  some  trace  of  her  In  whose  behalf  he 
incurred  the  risk  he  ran.   In  the  present  temper  of  the  tribe. 
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It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  fled  and  rejoined  his  eom« 
panlons,  had  such  a  wish  crossed  his  mind ;  but,  hi  addition 
to  the  never-ceashig  anxiety  on  account  of  Alice,  a  fresher, 
though  feebler,  Interest  hi  the  fate  of  Uncas  assisted  to 
chain  htan  to  the  spot.  He  continued,  therefore,  to  stray 
from  hut  to  hut,  looking  into  each  only  to  encountw  addi> 
Uonal  disappointments,  until  he  had  made  the  entire  circuit 
of  the  village.  Abandoning  a  species  of  inquiry  that  proved 
so  fruitless,  he  retraced  his  steps  to  the  council  lodge* 
resolved  to  seek  and  question  David,  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to  doubts  that  were  becoming  painKil. 

On  reaching  the  buUding,  which  had  proved  alike  the 
seat  of  Judgment  and  the  place  of  execution,  the  young  man 
found  that  the  excitement  had  already  subsided.  Tha 
warriors  had  re-assembled,  and  were  now  calmly  smoking, 
while  they  conversed  gravely  on  the  chief  hiddents  of  their 
recent  expedition  to  the  head  of  the  Horican.  Though  the 
return  of  Duncan  was  likely  to  remhid  them  of  his  character, 
and  the  suspicious  circumstances  of  his  visit,  it  produced 
no  visible  sensation.  So  far,  the  terrible  scene  that  had  Just 
occurred  proved  favourable  to  his  views,  and  he  required  no 
other  prompter  than  his  own  feelings  to  convince  him  of  the 
expediency  of  profiting  by  so  unexpected  an  advantoge. 

Without  seeming  to  hesitate,  he  walked  hito  the  lodge, 
and  took  his  seat  with  a  gravity  that  accorded  admirably 
with  the  deportment  of  his  hosts.  A  hasty  but  searching 
glance  sufficed  to  teU  hhn  that,  though  Uncas  still  remained 
where  he  had  left  hhn,  David  had  not  reappeared.  No 
other  restraint  was  imposed  on  the  former  than  the  watch- 
ful looks  of  a  young  Huron,  who  had  placed  hhnself  at  hand, 
though  an  armed  warrior  leaned  against  the  post  that  - 
formed  one  side  of  the  narrow  doorway.  In  every  other 
respect  the  captive  seemed  at  liberty  ;  still,  he  was  excluded 
from  all  participation  in  the  discourse,  and  possessed  much 
more  the  air  of  some  finely  moulded  statue  than  of  a  man 
havfaig  life  and  volition. 

Heyward  had  too  recently  witnessed  a  frightful  instanc* 
of  the  prompt  punishments  of  the  people  into  whose  hands 
he  had  fallen  to  hazard  an  exposure  by  any  officious  bold- 
ness. He  would  greatly  have  preferred  silence  and  medi- 
tation to  speech,  when  a  discovery  of  his  real  condition 
might  prove  so  instantly  fataL  Unfortunately  for  this 
prudent  resolution,  his   entertainers   appeared  otherwlM 
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disposed.  He  had  not  long  occupied  the  seat  he  had  wisely 
taken,  a  little  in  the  shade,  when  another  of  the  elder 
warriors,  who  spoke  the  Frendi  language,  addressed  him — 

"  My  Canada  father  does  not  Iwget  his  chik^n  t  "  said 
the  chief ;  "  I  thank  him.  An  evil  spirit  Uves  hi  the  wife  of 
one  of  my  young  men.  Can  the  cunning  stranger  fri^ten 
him  away  ?  " 

Heyward  possessed  some  knowledge  of  the  mununery 
practised  among  the  Indians  in  the  cases  of  such  supposed 
visitations.  He  saw,  at  a  glance,  that  the  circumrtance 
might  possibly  be  improved  to  further  bis  own  ends.  It 
would,  therefore,  have  been  difflcult,  Just  then,  to  have 
uttered  a  proposal  that  would  have  ^ven  him  more  satb- 
faction.  Aware  of  the  necessity  ^  preserving  the  dignity  of 
his  imaginary  chara^er,  however,  be  repressed  his  feelings, 
and  answered,  with  suitable  mystery — 

"  Spbrits  differ ;  some  yield  to  the  power  of  wisdom, 
while  others  are  too  strong." 

"  My  brother  is  a  great  medicine  I  "  said  the  cunning 
savage ;  "  he  wUl  try  ?  " 

A  gesture  of  assent  was  the  answer.  The  Huron  was 
content  with  the  nssurance,  and,  resuming  bis  pipe,  he 
awaited  the  pn^r  moment  to  move.  The  impatient  Hey- 
ward, inwardly  execrating  the  cold  customs  of  the  savages, 
which  required  such  a  sacrifice  to  appearances,  was  fain  to 
assume  an  air  of  indifference,  equal  to  that  maintained  by 
the  chief,  who  was  in  truth,  a  near  relative  of  the  afflicted 
woman.  The  minutes  lingered,  and  the  delay  bad  seemed 
an  hour  to  the  adventurer  in  empiricism,  Vihen  the  Huron 
laid  aside  his  pipe,  and  drew  his  robe  across  his  breast,  as  if 
id»out  to  lead  the  way  to  the  lodge  of  the  invalid.  Just 
then,  a  warrior  of  powerful  frame  darkened  the  door,  and, 
stalldng  silently  among  the  attentive  group,  he  seated  him- 
self on  one  end  of  that  low  pile  of  brush  which  sustained 
Duncan  on  the  other.  The  latter  cast  an  impatient  look 
at  his  neighbour,  and  felt  his  flesh  creep  with  uncontrollable 
horror,  when  he  found  himself  in  actual  contact  with  Magna. 

The  sudden  return  of  this  artful  and  dreaded  chief 
caused  a  delay  in  the  intended  departure  of  the  Huron. 
Several  pipes  that  bad  been  extinguished  were  lighted 
again ;  whUe  the  newcomer,  without  speaking  a  word,  drew 
his  tomahawk  from  his  girdle,  and.  Ailing  the  bowl  on  its 
bead,  began  to  inhale  the  vapours  of  the  weed  through  the 
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hoUow  handle,  with  as  much  indiflorenoe  as  if  he  had  not 
been  absent  two  weary  days  on  a  long  and  toilsome  hunt. 
Ten  minutes,  wlilch  appewed  so  many  ages  to  Duncan» 
might  have  passed  in  this  m«mer ;  and  the  wanriors  were 
fairly  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  white  smoka  betan  one  of 
them  uttered  the  significant  word — 

"  Welcome  t    Has  my  friend  found  the  moose  T  " 

"The  young  men  stagger  under  theb*  bwthen,"  i«- 
tumed  Magua.  "  Let '  Reod-that-bends '  go  on  tiie  hunting 
path  ;  he  will  meet  them." 

A  deep  and  awful  silence  succeeded  the  uttnance  of  the 
forbidden  name.  Each  pipe  dropped  frmn  the  lips  of  its 
owner,  as  though  all  had  inhaled  an  impurity  at  the  same 
instant.  The  smoke  ¥rreatlied  above  their  heads  hi  little 
eddies,  and,  curling  in  a  spiral  form,  it  ascended  swiftly 
throu^  the  opentaig  in  the  roof  of  the  lodge,  leaving  the 
l^ace  I>eneath  dear  of  its  fumes,  and  each  daiic  visage  dis- 
tinctly visible.  The  eyes  of  most  of  the  warriors  were 
riveted  on  the  earth  ;  though  a  few  of  the  younger  and  less 
gifted  of  the  party  suffered  their  wild  and  glaring  balls  to 
roll  in  the  direction  of  a  white-headed  savage,  who  sat 
between  two  of  the  most  venerated  chiefs  of  the  tribe.  There 
was  nothing  hi  the  air  or  attire  of  this  Indian  that  would 
seem  to  entitle  him  to  such  a  distinction.  The  former  was 
rather  depressed  than  remarkable  for  the  proud  bearing  ^f 
the  natives  ;  and  the  latter  was  such  as  was  commonly  worn 
by  the  ordinary  men  of  the  nation.  Like  most  around  him, 
for  more  than  a  minute  his  look,  too,  was  on  the  ground ; 
but,  trusting  his  eyes,  at  length,  to  steal  a  glance  aside,  he 
perceived  that  he  was  becoming  an  object  of  general  atten- 
tion. Then  he  arose,  and  lifted  his  voice  amid  the  general 
sUence. 

"  It  was  a  lie,"  he  said  ;  "  I  had  no  son  t  He  who  was 
called  by  that  name  is  forgotten  ;  his  blood  was  pale,  and 
came  not  from  the  veins  of  a  Huron  ;  the  wicked  Chippewas 
cheated  my  squaw  I  The  Great  Spirit  has  said  that  the 
family  of  Wiss-entush  should  end — he  is  happy  who  knows 
that  the  evil  of  his  race  dies  with  hhnself  !    I  have  done." 

The  father  then  looked  round  and  about  him,  as  if 
seeking  commendation  for  his  stoicism,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
auditors.  But  the  stem  customs  of  his  people  had  made 
too  severe  an  exaction  of  the  feeble  old  man.  The  expression 
of  his  eye  contradicted  his  figurative  and  boastful  language. 
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!?^.-^?»*"^**'"«^*»-  standing «. Ingle mtoite  to 
««J«y  hte  Utter  triumph,  he  turned  awS.  •.T.kkStog  i 

!!S^  «««.«»»•  lodge  with  the  nolMless  step  of  an  Indi^ 
and  wu^t,  to  the  privacy  of  hit  own  abode,  tha  syapa^ 
of  one  like  htauelf,  aged,  foriom.  and  childlea^^*^  ^ 
The  Indians,  who  beUeve  In  the  heieditaiy  tranMnlssIon 
J.ijrtuei  and  defecU  la  character,  suflered  him  tod«^ 
In  silence.    Then,  with  an  elevation  of  bieedhig  that^anv 

£ti?ror?h*l^^*f1  •^''  ^^*^  mi^JTiZta^ly^T 
late,  one  of  the  chiefs  drew  the  attention  of  the  youna  men 
fcom  the  weakness  they  had  Just  witnessed  by  wyhig.  in  a 

d^ul  volca.  addressing  hhnself  In  courusy  to  ffiiTal 
the  newest  comer —  "*•«»  •• 

"The  Ddawwes  havo  been.  Uhe  bears  after  the  honey. 
poU.  prowling  around  my  vfllnge.  But  who  has^ 
found  a  Huron  ade^  ?  " 

hnJ^^,^^^  °'  "**  fanpendtog  doud  which  precedes  a 
«^  «SSS:-""  ~*  "«*-"»-  the  brow'of  Magna. 
••  The  Delawares  of  the  Lakes  I  *• 

.w  .'  ^^  •?•    '"**y  ^^  "^^^  t^  petMcoats  of  smmws  on 
their  own  river.    One  of  them  has  been  passing  thTtSL^" 
Did  my  young  men  take  his  scalp  ?  " 
"  »s  legs  were  good,  though  his  arm  is  better  for  the  hoe 

Ms  IST^t?  t^Jf^?*^?  "^  womanish  curiosity  to  feast 

iST ^h TL"  "^,".f  .^««»o»  to  hate,  Maguicontinuerti 
SJ^  ;^  ""  meditative  air  that  he  usuaUy  maintataed 
wh«i  ttes  was  no  hnmediate  caU  on  his  cJnningThis 

toT'^u^'^.'!^  "^'"^^  ^'"^^  «t  the  f acU^tJayeS 
Sv^^  ^tSS.*^  "^  ^^^  '*'^^''  »»•  permitted  Wmsdi  to 
ad^  no  questions,  reserving  all  his  inquiries  for  a  mMeTuiU 
able  mom«t    It  was  only  after  a  sufficient  i^t^aS  that 

Sih'^i^^  ■*?  '"";  **^  P^P*'  "P^*'^''*  the  tomah^;J 
2£«  Sf  S  ?/*"';,  »°*L*~J«.  «»sthig  for  the  first  Ume  a 

beWnd  hhn.     The   wary,   though   seemingly   abstracted 
Uncas,  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  movement    Md7^™il« 
•uddan^  10  the  light,  iSSr  looks  mere?;  SSite^S 
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tM  bold  and  wtamed  ipirlte  •!••«  tiiflwiltotf  one  another 
■taodfly  te  tba  tye,  neitkir  qaailiaf  In  tlw  least  befora  the 
flefoe  gaae  Im  ■nenMUMuiL  Tba  flom  at  Uneaa  dUated, 
and  his  nosMto  apeoed  Uka  a  tifv  at  bay,  b«t  so  rigid  and 
unyielding  ms  bis  poatuxa  tbat  ha  mi^t  aasfiy  have  been 
converted,  bf  the  hnagfaiatioa,  into  an  finptlitta  Kid  fanlt- 
less  repressBtation  of  the  warilka  dsily  of  Ms  Mbe.  The 
Hnaaments  of  the  qidvering  faatiiwa  9i  Mi^na  proved  mwe 
ductfle ;  bis  oonntananca  graduaBy  lost  its  dbara^ar  of 
deflMica  in  an  expression  ot  isiocAaiis  )oy,  and,  heaving  a 
breath  from  the  very  liottoa  ci  bis  cbast,  be  pnuiounced 
aloud  the  f  onnidable  name  <^— 

"  Le  Cerf  Agile  I " 

Each  warrior  sprang  upon  his  feet  at  the  ntteranoe  of 
the  well-known  q>pellatton,  and  there  was  a  short  period 
during  whldi  tlw  stoical  oonstani^  of  tk»  nattvas  was  oom- 
pletely  eenquered  by  surprise.  The  hated  and  yet  reqiected 
name  was  repeated  as  by  one  voice,  carrying  tht  sound  even 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  lodge.  The  women  and  cbildrra, 
^i^  lingered  around  the  entrance,  took  up  the  words  in  an 
edko  whidi  was  succeeded  by  another  dirill  and  plaintive 
howL  The  latter  was  not  yet  ended,  when  the  sensation 
among  the  men  had  enUrely  abated.  Each  one  in  presence 
seated  himself,  as  though  ashamed  of  his  precipitation,  but 
it  was  many  minutes  before  their  meuiing  eyes  ceased  to 
roU  towards  thek  captive,  in  curious  examination  of  a 
warrior  who  bad  so  often  proved  his  prowess  on  the  best 
and  proudest  of  their  nation. 

Uneas  enjoyed  his  victory,  but  was  contmt  with  merely 
exhibiting  his  triumph,  by  a  quiet  and  proud  curl  of  the 
lip ;  an  emblem  of  scorn  that  belongs  to  all  time  and 
every  nation.  Magna  caught  the  expression,  and,  raising 
his  arm,  be  shook  it  at  the  captive— tiie  light  sflver  orna- 
ments attached  to  his  bracelet  rattUng  with  the  trembling 
agitation  of  the  Umb,  as,  in  a  tone  of  venysace,  be  ex- 
claimed, in  English — 

"  Mohictti,  you  die  ! " 

"  The  healing  waters  will  never  bring  the  dead  Hnnms 
to  life  t  "  returned  Uncas,  hi  the  music  of  tbe  Delawares  ; 
"  the  tumbling  rivers  wash  their  bones  I  their  men  are 
squaws ;  their  women  owls.  Go— call  together  the  Hvon 
dogs  that  they  may  lo<*  upon  a  warrior.  My  nostrils  are 
offended  ;  thqr  scent  the  blood  of  a  coward  I 
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The  latter  aUoikm  itniek  deep,  and  the  tajury  rankled. 
Many  of  the  Hurons  onderstood  the  strange  tongue  hi  which 
the  captive  qxdce,  among  which  nnmber  was  Magna.  This 
eunntaig  savage  beheld,  and  fawtantly  profited  by  his  advan- 
Uge.  I^vpptaig  the  llsfht  robe  of  skin  from  his  shoulder,  he 
stretdied  forth  his  arm,  and  commenced  a  burst  of  his 
dangerous  and  artful  eloquence.  However  much  his  in- 
Quence  among  his  people  had  been  impaired  by  his  occa- 
sional and  besetting  weakness,  as  weU  as  1^  his  desertion 
of  the  tribe,  his  courage,  and  his  fame  as  an  orator,  were 
undeniable.  He  never  spoke  without  auditors,  and  rarely 
without  maUng  converU  to  his  optaions.  On  the  present 
occasion  his  naUve  powers  were  stimulated  by  the  keenest 
thirst  for  revenge. 

He  again  recounted  the  events  of  the  attack  on  the 
island  at  Glenn's;  the  death  of  his  associates;  and  the 
escape  of  their  most  formidable  enemies.  Then  he  de- 
scribed the  nature  and  posiUon  of  the  mount  whither  he  had 
led  such  c^tives  as  had  fallen  into  their  hands.  Of  his  own 
bloody  intuitions  towards  the  maidens,  and  of  his  baffled 
malice,  he  made  no  mention,  but  passed  rapidly  on  to  the 
surprise  by  the  party  of  "  la  Longue  Carabine  "  and  its  fatal 
termhiation.  Here  he  paused,  and  looked  about  him  in 
affected  veneraUon  for  the  departed— but,  hi  truth,  to  note 
the  effect  of  his  opening  narrative.  As  usual,  every  eye  was 
riveted  on  his  face.  Each  dusky  figure  seemed  a  breathing 
statue,  so  motionless  was  the  posture,  so  intense  the  atten- 
tion of  the  individual. 

Then  Magna  dropped  his  voice,  which  had  hitherto  be«i 
clear,  strong,  and  elevated,  and  touched  upon  the  merits  of 
the  dead.  No  quality  that  was  likely  to  command  the  sym- 
pathy of  an  Indian  escaped  his  notice.  One  had  never 
been  known  to  follow  the  chase  in  vain ;  another  had  been 
indefatigable  on  the  trail  of  their  enemies.  This  was  brave ; 
that,  generous.  In  short,  he  so  managed  hte  allusions  thati 
in  a  nation  which  was  composed  of  so  few  families,  he  con- 
trived to  strike  every  chord  that  might  find,  in  its  turn 
some  breast  in  which  to  vibrate.  * 

"  Are  the  bones  of  my  young  men,"  he  concluded,  "  in 
the  burial  place  of  the  Hurons  ?  You  know  they  are  not. 
Their  sphits  are  gone  towards  the  setting  sun,  and  are 
already  crossfng  the  great  waters,  to  the  happy  hunting 
grouads.   But  they  d^arted  without  food,  without  guns  or 
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kdlves,  without  moccasins,  naked  and  pomr  as  they  were 
bonv.  Shall  this  be?  Are  their  souls  to  enter  the  land  of  the 
just,  like  hungry  Iroquois  or  unmanly  Delawares ;  or  shall 
they  meet  their  friends  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  robes 
on  their  backs  ?  What  will  our  fathers  think  the  tribes  of 
the  Wyandots  have  become?  They  will  look  on  thehr 
children  with  a  dark  eye,  and  say,  go ;  a  Chij^iewa  has  come 
hither  with  the  name  of  a  Huron.  Brothers,  we  must  net 
forget  the  dead ;  a  red-skin  never  ceases  to  remember.  We 
vdll  load  the  back  of  this  Mohican  untfl  he  staggers  under 
our  bounty,  and  dispatch  hhn  after  my  young  men.  They 
call  to  us  for  aid,  though  our  ears  are  not  open  ;  they  say, 
'  Forget  us  not'  When  they  see  the  sptalt  of  this  Mohican 
toUing  after  them  with  his  burthen,  they  will  know  we  are 
of  that  mind.  Then  will  they  go  on  happy ;  and  our  children 
will  say, '  So  did  our  fathers  to  their  friends,  so  mutt  we  do 
to  them.'  What  is  a  Yengee  ?  we  have  slain  many,  b«t  the 
earth  is  still  pale.  A  stain  on  the  name  of  a  Huron  can  only 
be  hid  by  blood  that  comes  from  the  veins  of  an  Indian. 
Let,  then,  this  Delaware  die." 

The  effect  of  such  an  harangue,  delivered  in  the  nervous 
language,  and  with  the  emphatic  manner  vt  a  Huron 
orator,  could  scarcely  be  mistaken.  Magua  had  to  artfully 
blended  the  natural  sympathies  with  the  religious  sapersti- 
tion  of  his  auditors,  that  thehr  minds,  already  prepwed  by 
custom  to  sacrifice  a  victim  to  the  names  of  their  country- 
men, lost  every  vestige  of  humanity  in  a  wish  tor  instant 
revenge.  One  warrior  in  particular,  a  man  •(  wfld  and 
ferocious  mien,  had  been  conspicuous  for  the  attention  he 
had  given  to  the  words  of  the  spealcer.  His  countenance  had 
changed  with  each  passing  emotion,  until  it  settled  into  a 
continued  and  deadly  look  of  malice.  As  Magua  ended,  he 
arose,  and,  uttering  the  yell  of  a  demon,  1^  polidied  little 
axe  was  seen  glancing  in  the  torchlight,  as  he  willed  it 
above  his  head.  The  motion  and  the  cry  wctc  too  sudden 
for  words  to  interrupt  his  bloody  intention.  It  appeared  as 
if  a  bright  gleam  shot  from  his  hand,  wUch  was  crossed  at 
the  same  moment  by  a  dark  and  powerful  Une.  The  former 
was  the  tomahawk  in  its  passage  ;  the  latter  tte  arm  that 
Magua  darted  forward  to  divert  its  aja^  The  qakk  and 
ready  motion  of  the  chief  was  not  entireiiy  too  late.  The 
keen  WMp<m  cut  the  shMl  war-plume  from  the  scalping 
tuft  of  Uncas,  and  passed  through  the  frail  wall  of  tha 
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lodge.  M  thoagh  It  mn  huiled  from  some  formlAd)!* 

•BgUM. 

Onneaa  had  smb  the  threatentaif  aeUon,  and  ipnuis 
iqpon  Us  feet,  with  a  heart  which,  while  It  leaped  Into  his 
throat,  awelled  with  the  moet  generoni  resolatioB  in  behalf 
ofhUfrlend.  A  glance  told  Um  that  the  blow  had  (afled.  and 
tenor  changed  to  admiration.  UncaeitooditiU.  looking  his 
enemy  In  the  eye.  with  featnree  that  leemed  superior  to 
erery  emotion.  Marble  could  not  be  colder,  cahncr.  op 
steadier,  than  the  countenance  he  put  iq>on  this  sudden 
and  vindlcUve  attock.  Then,  as  if  pitying  a  want  of  sklU 
which  had  proved  so  fortunate  to  Umself.  he  smiled,  and 
muttered  a  few  words  of  contempt  hi  his  own  soft  and 
musical  tongue. 

"  No  I "  said  Magna,  after  satisfyhig  himself  of  the  safety 
of  the  capUve ;  *<  the  sun  must  shine  upon  his  shame ;  the 
squaws  must  see  his  flesh  tremble,  or  our  revenge  wm  be  like 
the  play  of  boys.  Go— take  htan  where  there  is  sttence ;  let  us 
see  if  a  Delaware  can  sleep  at  night,  and  hi  the  monUng  die  I " 
The  young  men  whose  duty  it  was  to  guard  the  prisoner 
Instantly  passed  their  ligamento  of  baric  across  his  arms, 
and  led  htan  from  the  lodge,  amid  a  gloomy,  profound,  and 
ominous  sUence.  It  was  only  as  the  figure  of  Uncas  stood 
In  the  opening  of  the  door  that  his  firm  step  hesitated. 
There  be  turned,  and  in  the  sweeping  and  haughty  ^ance 
that  he  threw  around  the  drde  of  his  enemies.  Duncan 
caught  a  look,  which  he  was  glad  to  construe  toto  an  expres- 
sion that  he  was  not  entirely  deserted  by  hope. 

Magna  was  content  with  his  success,  or  too  much  occu- 
pied with  his  secret  purposes,  to  push  his  hiqulries  any 
farther.    Shakhig  his  manUe,  and  folding  it  on  his  bosom, 
he  also  quitted  the  place,  without  pursuing  a  subject  that 
might  have  proved  so  fatal  to  the  faidivldual  at  his  elbow. 
Notwithstanding  his  ristog  resentment,  his  natural  firmness 
and  his  anxiety  in  behalf  of  Uncas,  Heyward  felt  sensMy 
relieved  by  the  absence  of  so  dangerous  and  so  subtle  a  foe. 
The  excitement  produced  by  the  speech  gradually  subsided 
The  warriors  resumed  their  seats,  and  douds  of  smoke  once 
more  fiUed  the  lodge.    For  near  half  an  hour  not  a  syUal)le 
was  uttered,  or  scarcely  a  look  cast  aside— a  grave  and  medi- 
totive  sUence  befaig  ta  the  ordinary  succession  to  everj'  scene 
of  violence  and  commoUon  amongst  those  beings,  who  were 
•like  so  impetuous  and  yet  so  self-restrained. 
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^^ben  the  chid  who  had  solicited  the  aid  of  Dnneui  had 
iuldied  his  pipe,  he  made  a  final  and  successful  morement 
towMds  departing.  A  moUon  of  the  finger  was  the  inttana- 
tlon  he  gave  the  supposed  physician  to  foUow  ;  and,  passing 
through  the  clouds  of  smolce,  Duncan  was  glad,  on  mora 
accounU  than  one,  to  be  able  at  last  to  breathe  the  pure  air 
of  a  cool  and  refreshing  yununer  evening. 

InstMd  of  pursuing  his  way  among  those  lodges  whei* 

Heyward  had  already  made  his  unsuccessful  search,  hia 

companion  turned  aside,  and  proceeded  directly  toward  the 

base  of  an  adjacent  mountain,  which  overhung  the  t«B- 

porary  viUage.    A  thicket  of  brush  skirted  iU  foot,  and  it 

beaime  necessary  to  proceed  through  a  crooked  and  narrow 

path.    The  boys  had  resumed  their  sports  hi  the  clearing 

and  were  enacting  a  mimic  chase  to  the  post  among  th«n' 

selves.    In  order  to  render  their  games  as  like  the  reality  as 

possible,  one  of  the  boldest  of  their  number  had  conveyed 

a  few  brands  hito  some  pUcs  of  tree-tops  that  had  hitherto 

escaped  the  burning.    The  blaze  of  one  of  these  fires  lighted 

the  way  of  the  chief  and  Duncan,  and  gavK  a  character  of 

addiUonal  wttdneu  to  the  rude  scenery.   At  a  UtUe  distance 

from  a  bald  rock,  and  direcUy  hi  iU  front,  they  entered  a 

graMy  openhig,  which  they  prepared  to  cross.    Just  then 

fresh  fuel  was  added  to  the  flre,  and  a  powerful  light  peno. 

trated  even  to  that  distant  spot.    It  fell  upon  the  white  sur- 

face  of  tke  mounUta,  and  was  reHected  downward  upon  • 

dark  and  mysterious-looking  being  that  arose  unexpectedlv 

in  their  path. 

Tha  Indian  paused,  as  If  doubtful  whether  to  proceed 
and  permitted  his  companion  to  approach  his  side.  A  larse 
black  ball,  which  at  first  seemed  staUonaiy,  now  began  to 
move  in  a  manner  that  to  the  latter  was  taexplicable.  Agato 
the  flro  brightened,  and  its  glare  fell  more  dlstincUy  on  the 
object.  Then  even  Duncan  knew  it,  by  its  restless  and  side- 
ling attitudns,  which  kept  the  upper  part  of  its  form  hi  con- 
stant motim.  while  the  anhnal  itself  appeared  seated,  to  be 
a  bear.  Though  It  growled  loudly  and  fiercely,  and  there 
were  histants  when  iU  glistening  eyeballs  mldit  be  seen 
ft  gave  no  other  faidicaUon  of  hostility.  Ths  Huron,  at 
east,  seented  assured  that  the  hitentions  of  this  tiagalar 
tatoider  were  peaceable,  for,  after  givhig  it  an  attenUvo 
examinaUon.  he  (^i«6y  pursued  his  course. 

Duncan  who  kmem  than  the  anhnal  was  often  foond 


I 

I 


li 


"  [I 

;1   t 


iH 


I    I 


37t  THE  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS 

<ltmnit1fat*d  amonf  the  Indians,  foDowMl  th«  naauj^  of 
hii  eompanloB,  bdtovtng  that  mum  favourita  of  the  tribe 
had  fonnd  tta  way  into  the  thicket  In  teareh  of  food.   They 
IMuaed  It  nnmoletted.    Though  obliged  to  coma  nearty  hi 
oontaet  with  the  monster,  the  Huron,  who  had  at  first  so 
warQy  detemined  the  character  of  his  strange  visitor,  was 
now  content  with  proceeding  without  wasUng  a  moment  to 
farther  examination  ;  but  Heyward  was  unable  to  prevent 
his  eyes  from  loolcing  backward  bi  a  sort  of  salutary  watch- 
fulness against  atucks  In  the  rear.    His  uneaslneu  was  hi 
no  degne  dhninished,  when  he  perceived  the  beast  rolling 
lioBg  their  path,  and  following  their  footsteps.    He  would 
have  q>oken,  but  the  Indian  at  that  moment  shoved  aside  s 
door  ol  baA,  and  entered  a  cavern  In  the  bosom  of  the 
mountain. 

Profltingby  so  easy  a  method  of  retreat,  Duncan  stepped 
after  hhn,  and  was  gladly  closing  the  slight  cover  of  the 
opentaig  when  he  felt  it  drawn  from  his  hand  by  the  beast, 
whose  shaggy  form  tanmedlately  darkened  the  passage. 
They  were  now  to  a  straight  and  long  gallery,  to  a  chasm  of 
the  rocks,  where  retreat,  without  encountering  the  animal, 
was  tanposslble.  Maktog  the  best  of  the  circumstances,  the 
young  man  pressed  forward,  keephig  as  dose  as  possible  to 
his  conductor.  The  bear  growled  frequently  at  his  heels, 
and  once  or  twice  Its  enormous  paws  were  laid  on  his  person, 
as  though  disposed  to  prevent  his  further  passage  toto 

the  den. 

How  long  the  nerves  of  Hcyward  would  have  sustatoed 
hhn  to  this  extraordhiary  situation.  It  might  be  difficult  to 
decide,  for,  happily,  he  soon  found  relief.  A  glhnmer  of  light 
had  constantly  been  to  their  front,  and  they  now  arrived 
at  the  place  whence  it  proceeded. 

A  large  cavity  to  the  rock  had  been  rudely  fitted  to 
answer  tlie  purposes  of  many  apartments.  The  sub-divisions 
were  shnple  but  togenious,  betag  composed  of  stone,  sticks, 
and  bark  totermtogled.  Openings  above  admitted  the  light 
by  day,  and  at  night  fires  and  torches  supplied  the  place  of 
the  sun.  Hither  the  Hurons  had  brou^t  most  of  their 
valuables,  especiaUy  those  which  more  particularly  per- 
tatoed  to  the  nation ;  ard  hither,  as  It  now  appeared,  the 
sick  woman,  who  was  1  <  'oved  to  be  the  victim  of  super- 
natural power,  had  been  transported  also,  under  an  im- 
pression that  her  tormentor  would  find  more  difficulty  in 
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making  his  usatilts  tlirongh  walls  of  itona  than  thrantfb  tlM 
leafy  eovcringi  of  the  lodges.  The  apartmeat  into  whlcfa 
Duncan  and  bis  guide  first  entered  had  been  exdoshrely 
devoted  to  her  accommodation.  The  latter  approached  her 
bedside,  which  was  surrounded  by  females,  in  the  centre  of 
whom  Heyward  was  surprised  to  find  his  missing  friend 

David. 

A  single  look  was  sufficient  to  apprise  the  pretended  leech 
that  the  invaUd  was  far  beyond  his  powers  of  healbig.  She 
lay  in  a  sort  of  paralysis,  indiflerent  to  the  obJecU  which 
crowded  before  her  sight,  and  happUy  unconscious  of  sufler- 
Ing.  Heyward  was  far  from  regretting  that  bis  mummeries 
were  to  be  performed  on  one  who  was  much  too  ill  to  take  an 
Interest  in  their  f  aUure  or  success.  The  slight  quabn  of  con- 
science which  had  been  excited  by  the  intended  d«ceptton 
was  instontly  appeased  at  the  sight,  and  he  began  busUy  to 
collect  bis  thoughU,  to  order  to  enact  bii  part  with  suitable 
spirit,  when  he  found  he  was  about  to  be  anticipated  in  his 
■kill  by  an  attempt  to  prove  the  power  of  music 

Gamut,  who  had  stood  prepared  to  pour  forth  bis  spirit 
in  song  when  the  visitors  entered,  after  delaying  a  moment, 
drew  a  strain  from  his  pipe,  and  commenced  a  hymn  that 
might  have  worked  a  miracle  had  faith  hi  ite  efficacy  been 
of  much  avalL    He  was  aUowed  to  proceed  to  the  close, 
the  Indians  respecting  his  hnaginary  infirmity,  and  Duncan 
too  glad  of  the  delay  to  hazard  the  slightest  Interruption. 
As  the  dying  cadence  of  his  strains  was  f aUlng  on  the  ears  of 
the  latter,  he  started  aside  at  hearing  them  repeated  behind 
him.  In  a  voice  half  human  and  half  sepulchral.    Looking 
around,  he  beheld  the  shaggy  monster  seated  on  end.  In  a 
shadow  of  the  cavern,  where,  whUe  his  resUess  body  swung 
In  the  uneasy  manner  of  the  animal,  it  repeated,  hi  a  sort  of 
low  growl,  sounds.  If  not  words,  which  bore  some  sUght 
resemblance  to  the  melody  of  the  singer. 

The  effect  of  so  strange  an  echo  on  David  may  better  be 
imagined  than  described.  His  eyes  opened,  as  If  he  doubted 
their  truth ;  and  his  voice  became  Instantly  mute  In  excess 
of  wonder.  A  deep-laid  scheme  of  communlcathig  some 
Important  Intelligence  to  Heyward  was  driven  from  his 
recollection  by  an  emotion  which  very  nearly  resembled 
tear,  but  which  he  was  fain  to  believe  was  admiration. 
Under  Its  bifluence  he  exclaimed  aloud—"  She  expecU  you, 
and  is  at  hand  I "  and  precipitately  left  the  cavern. 


'4>ll 


««e»OCOrY  RISOIUTION  TBT  CHAIT 

(ANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No.  2) 


ta 

|2J 

Im 

Li 
lit 
tt 

u 

|16 
|A0 

12^ 


1^ 


^ 


1653  Enl  Moin  Str«t 

?^«f*!Si  ***•  ^o*        '♦609       US* 
(716)  482  -  0300  -  Phon.  ^ 

(716)  2M-5M9-rox 


27a 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 


CHAPTER  XXV 

BnMff  :  Hare  you  the  lion's  put  written  T  Pray  you.  If 
It  be,  give  it  me,  I  am  alow  of  atudy. 

flumet:  Toa  may  do  it  extempore,  for  it  ia  nothinc 
but  roaring.  • 

Midtummer  Niffhta  Dream. 

Thebe  was  a  strange  blending  of  the  ridiculous  with 
that  which  was  solemn  In  this  scene.     The  beast  still  con- 
tinued its  rolling,  and  apparenUy  untWng,  movements, 
though  Its  ludicrous  attempt  lo  fanltate  the  melody  of  David 
ceased  the  Instant  the  latter  abandoned  the  field.   The  words 
of  Gamut  were,  as  \)as  been  seen,  In  his  native  tongue  • 
and  to  Duncan  they  seemed  pregnant  with  some  hidden 
meaning,  though  nothing  present  assisted  him  In  discover- 
ing the  object  of  their  allusion.   A  speedy  end  was,  however 
put  to  every  conjecture  on  the  subject,  by  the  manner  of 
the  chief,  who  advanced  to  the  bedside  of  the  hivalid,  and 
beckoned  away  the  whole  group  of  female  attendants' that 
had  clustered  there  In  Uvely  curiosity  to  witness  the  skill 
of  the  stranger.     He  was  fanplicity,  though  reluctanOy, 
obeyed;    and  when  the  low  echo  which  rang  along  the 
hoUow,  natural  gallery,  from  the  distant  closing  door,  had 
ceased,  pointing  towards  his  insensible  daughter,  he  said— 
"  Now  let  my  brother  show  his  power." 
Thus  unequIvocaUy  called  on  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  his  assumed  character,  Heyward  was  apprehensive  that 
the  smallest  delay  might  prove  dangerous.    Endeavouring 
then  to  collect  his  Ideas,  he  prepared  to  commence  that 
species  of  incantation,  and  those  uncouth  rites,  under  which 
the  Indian  conjurers  are  accustomed  to  conceal  their  actual 
ignorance  and  taipotency.    It  Is  more  than  probable  that, 
hi  the  disordered  state  of  his  thoughts,  he  would  soon  have 
faUen  taito  some  suspicious,  if  not  fatal,  error,  had  not  his 
faidplent  attempts  been  Interrupted  by  a  fierce  growl  from 
the  quadruped.     Three  several  Umes  did  he  renew  his 
efforts  to  proceed,  and  as  often  was  he  met  by  the  same  un- 
accountable opposition,  each  interruption  seeming  more 
savage  and  threatening  than  the  preceding. 
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"  The  cmming  ones  an  Jealons,"  said  tiie  Huron ;  '*  I 
go.  Brother,  the  woman  is  the  wife  of  one  of  my  bravest 
young  men;  deal  Justly  by  her.  Peace,"  he  added,  beck- 
oning to  the  discontented  beast  to  be  quiet ;  "  I  go." 

The  chief  was  instantly  as  good  as  his  word,  and  Duncan 
now  found  himself  alone  in  that  wild  and  desolate  abode 
with  the  helpless  invalid,  and  the  floce  and  dangerous  brute. 
The  latter  listened  to  the  movemoits  of  the  Indian  with 
that  air  of  sagacity  that  a  bear  is  known  to  possess,  until 
another  echo  announced  that  he  had  also  1^  the  cavern, 
when  it  turned  and  came  waddling  up  to  Duncan,  before 
whom  it  seated  itoelf  in  ito  natural  atUtude,  erect  like  a 
man*  The  youth  looked  anxiously  about  hhn  for  some 
weapon,  with  which  he  might  make  resistance  worthy 
of  his  reputation,  against  the  attack  be  now  seriously 
eiq>ected. 

It  seemed,  however,  as  if  the  humour  of  the  antanal  had 
suddenly  changed.  Instead  of  continuing  its  discontented 
growls,  or  manifesting  any  further  signs  of  angor,  the  whole 
of  its  shaggy  body  shook  violentiy,  as  though  it  were  agitated 
by  some  strange  internal  convulsion.  The  huge  and  unwieldy 
talons  pawed  stupidly  about  the  grinning  muzzle,  and 
while  Heyward  kept  his  eyes  riveted  on  its  movements 
with  Jealous  watchfulness,  the  grim  head  fell  on  one  side, 
and  in  its  place  appeared  the  honest,  sturdy  countenance 
of  the  scout,  who  was  indulging,  from  the  bottom  of  bis 
soul,  in  hb  own  peculiar  expression  of  merriment. 

"  Hist  I  "  said  the  wary  woodsman,  interrupting  Hey- 
ward's  exclamation  of  surprise ;  «•  the  varlets  are  about  the 
place,  and  any  sounds  that  are  not  natural  to  witchcraft, 
would  bring  them  back  upon  us  in  a  body  I  "  . 

"  Tell  me  the  meaning  of  this  masquerade ;  and  why 
you  have  attempted  so  desperate  an  adventure  ?  " 

"  Ah  I  reason  and  calculation  are  often  outdone  by 
accident,"  returned  the  scout  "  But  as  a  story  should 
always  commence  at  the  beginning,  I  will  tell  you  the 
whole  in  order.  After  we  parted,  I  placed  the  Conomandant 
and  the  Sagamore  in  an  old  beaver  lodge,  where  they  are 
safer  from  the  Hurons  than  they  would  be  in  the  garrison 
of  Edward ;  for  your  high  nor-west  Indians,  not  having 
•«  y«t  got  the  traders  much  among  them,  continue  to  vener- 
ate the  beaver.  After  which,  Uncas  and  I  pushed  for  the 
other  encampment,  as  was  agreed ;  have  you  seen  the  lad  t ": 
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•*  To  my  gnat  grief  I— he  Is  captive,  and  condemned 
to  die  at  the  rising  of  the  son." 

"  I  had  misgivings  that  such  would  be  his  fate,"  re- 
sumed the  scout.  In  a  less  confident  and  Joyous  tone.  But 
soon  regaining  his  naturally  flim  voice,  he  continued— 
"  His  bad  fortune  Is  the  true  reason  of  my  being  here,  for 
It  would  never  do  to  abandon  such  a  boy  to  the  Hurons  I 
A  rare  time  the  knaves  would  have  of  it,  could  they  tie 
the '  bounding  elk '  and  the  '  longue  carabine,'  as  they  call 
me,  to  the  same  stake  I  Though  why  they  have  given  me 
such  a  name  I  never  knew,  there  being  as  Utile  likeness  be- 
tween the  gifts  of  •  kiU-deer '  and  the  performance  of  one 
of  your  real  Canada  carabynes  as  there  is  between  the 
natur  of  a  pipe-stone  and  a  flint  I  " 
^  "  Keep  to  your  tale,"  said  the  hnpatient  Heyward ; 
we  know  not  at  what  moment  the  Hurons  may  return." 

"  No  fear  of  them.  A  conjurer  must  have  his  time,  like 
a  straggling  priest  in  the  settlements.  We  are  98  safe  from 
Interruption  as  a  missionary  would  be  at  the  beginning  of 
a  two  hours'  discourse.  WeL,  Uncas  and  I  feU  in  with  a 
return  party  of  the  variets ;  the  lad  was  much  too  for- 
ward for  a  scout ;  nay,  for  that  matter,  being  of  hot  blood, 
he  was  not  so  much  to  blame ;  and,  after  all,  one  of  the 
Hurons  proved  a  coward,  and  In  fleeing,  led  him  into  an 
ambushment." 

"  And  dearly  has  he  paid  for  his  weakness  1 "  exclaimed 
Duncan. 

The  scout  significantly  passed  his  hand  across  his  own 
throat,  and  nodded,  as  if  he  said,  "  I  comprehend  your 
meaning."    After  which,  he  continued,  in  a  more  audible 
though  scarcely  more  intelligible,  languago—  ' 

"  After  the  loss  of  the  boy,  I  turned  upon  the  Hurons, 
as  you  may  Judge.  There  have  been  skrimmages  atween 
one  or  two  of  their  outlyers  and  myself ;  but  that  is  neither 
here  nor  there.  So,  after  I  had  shot  the  imps,  I  got  in 
pretty  nigh  to  the  lodges  without  further  commoUon.  Then 
what  should  luck  do  in  my  favour,  but  lead  me  to  the  very 
spot  where  one  of  the  most  famous  conjurers  of  the  tribe 
was  dressing  himself,  as  I  weU  knew,  for  some  great  battle 
with  Satan—though  why  should  I  caU  that  luck,  which 
It  now  seems  was  an  especial  ordering  of  Providence  ?  So 
•  Judgmatical  rap  over  the  head  stiffened  the  lying  hn- 
posture  tor  a  time,  and  leaving  him  a  bit  of  walnut  for  his 
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rapper,  to  prevent  any  uproar,  and  stringing  klm  np  atween 
two  saplings,  I  made  free  with  bis  flneiy»  and  took  the  part 
of  a  bear  on  myself,  in  order  that  the  operations  might 
proceed." 

"And  admirably  did  yon  enact  the  character!  the 
animal  itself  might  have  been  shamed  by  the  represen- 
taUon." 

"  Lord,  Blajor,"  returned  the  flattered  woodsman.  "  ] 
should  be  but  a  poor  scholar,  for  one  who  has  studied  so 
long  In  the  wUdemess,  did  I  not  know  how  to  set  forth  the 
movements  and  natur  of  such  a  beast  I  Had  It  been  now 
a  cat-o'-mount,  or  even  a  full-sized  painter,  I  would  have 
embellished  a  performance  for  you  worth  regarding  I  But 
it  is  no  such  marvellous  feat  to  exhibit  the  feats  of  so  dull 
a  beast;  though,  for  that  matter,  too,  a  bear  may  be 
over-acted  I  Yes,  yes;  it  is  not  every  imitator  that  knows 
natur  may  be  outdone  easier  than  she  is  equalled.  But  all 
our  work  is  yet  before  us  I  where  is  the  gentle  one  ?  " 

"  Heaven  knows  I  I  have  examined  every  lodge  in  the 
village  withnut  discovering  the  sUghtest  trace  of  her  pres- 
ence in  the  tribe." 

"  You  heard  what  the  singer  said,  as  he  left  us—'  she 
Is  at  hand,  and  expects  you.' " 

"  I  have  been  compelled  to  believe  he  alluded  to  this 
unhappy  woman." 

"  The  simpleton  was  frightened,  and  blundered  through 
his  message,  but  he  had  a  deeper  meaning ;  here  are  walls 
enough  to  divide  whole  settlements.  A  bear  ought  to  climb ; 
therefore  will  I  take  a  look  above  them.  There  may  be 
honey-pots  hid  in  these  rocks,  and  I  am  a  beast,  you  know, 
that  has  a  hankering  for  the  sweets." 

The  scout  looked  behind  him,  laughing  at  his  own  con- 
ceit, whf-  he  clambered  up  the  partition,  imitating,  as  he 
went,  tl  amsy  motions  of  the  beast  he  represented ;  but 
the  instant  the  summit  was  gained,  he  made  a  gesture  for 
silence,  and  slid  down  with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

"  She  is  here,"  he  whispered,  "  and  by  that  door  you 
will  find  her.  I  would  have  spoken  a  word  of  comfort  to 
the  afflicted  soul,  but  the  sight  of  such  a  monster  might 
well  upset  her  reason.  Though,  for  that  matter.  Major, 
you  are  none  of  the  most  inviting  yoursdf  In  your  paint." 

Duncan,  who  had  already  sprung  eagerly  forward,  drew 
fautantly  back  on  hearing  these  discouraging  words. 
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"  Am  I  then  to  ytrj  nrolUng  ?  "  he  demanded,  wtth 
an  ah*  of  manifeft  chagrin. 

"  Yott  might  not  itarUe  a  wolf,  or  torn  the  Royal 
Americans  from  a  charge ;  but  I  have  seen  the  thne  when 
you  had  a  better  favoured  look,  Major,"  returned  the  scout, 
drily ;  "  your  streaked  cwmtenances  are  not  ill-judged  of 
by  the  squaws,  but  young  women  of  white  blood  give  the 
preferraice  to  their  own  colour.  See,"  he  added,  poinUng 
to  a  place  where  the  water  trickled  from  a  rock,  fbrming 
a  little  crystal  spring,  before  it  found  an  issue  through  the 
adjacent  crevices ;  «  yon  may  easUy  get  rid  of  the  Saga- 
more's daub,  and  when  you  come  back,  I  will  try  my  hand 
at  a  new  embellishment.  'Tis  as  common  for  a  conjurer 
to  alter  his  paint,  as  for  a  buck  hi  the  setUemenU  to  change 
his  finery." 

The  deliberate  woodsman  had  little  occasion  to  bunt  for 
arguments  to  mforce  his  advice.  He  was  yet  speaking, 
when  Duncan  availed  himself  of  the  water.  In  a  moment, 
every  fri^tful  or  offensive  mark  was  obliterated,  and  the 
youth  appeared  again  in  the  fine  and  polished  lineaments 
with  which  he  had  been  gifted  by  nature.  Thus  prepared 
for  an  interview  with  his  mistress,  he  took  a  hasty  leave 
of  his  companion,  and  disappeared  through  the  indicated 
passage.  The  scout  witnessed  his  departure  with  com- 
placency, nodding  his  head  after  him,  and  muttering  his 
good  wishes;  after  which,  he  very  coolly  set  about  an 
examination  of  the  state  of  the  larder  among  the  Hurons 
— the  cavern,  among  other  purposes,  being  used  as  a  re- 
ceptacle for  the  fruits  of  their  hunts. 

Duncan  had  no  other  guide  than  a  distant  glhnmering 
light,  which  served,  however,  the  office  of  a  polar  star  to 
the  lover.  By  its  aid  he  was  enabled  to  enter  the  haven 
of  his  hopes,  which  was  merely  another  apartment  of  the 
cavern,  that  had  been  solely  appropriated  to  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  so  important  a  prisoner  as  a  daughter  of  the  com- 
mandant of  William  Henry.  It  was  profusely  strewed  with 
the  plunder  of  that  unlucky  fortress.  In  the  midst  of  this 
confusion,  he  found  the  maiden,  pale,  anxious,  and  terrified, 
but  stUl  lovely.    David  had  prepared  her  for  such  a  visit. 

"  Duncan  I  "  she  exdataned,  in  a  voice  that  seemed  to 
tranbi^  at  the  sounds  created  by  itself. 

"  Alice  1 "  he  answered,  leaping  carelessly  among  trunks, 
boxes,  arms,  and  furniture,  until  he  stood  at  her  side. 
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"  I  knew,  Dancan,  that  yon  wonld  never  desen  me," 
the  said,  looking  up  with  a  momentary  ^ow  of  pleasure 
beammg  on  her  otherwise  dejected  countenance.  "  But 
you  are  alone  I  grateful  as  it  is  to  1^  ?  thus  remembered,  I 
could  wish  to  think  you  are  not  entirely  alone  I " 

Duncan,  observing  that  she  trembled  in  a  manner  which 
betrayed  an  inability  to  continue  standing,  gently  Induced 
her  to  be  seated,  while  he  recounted  those  leading  incidents 
which  it  has  been  our  task  to  record,  Alice  listened  with 
breathless  interest ;  and  though  the  young  man  toudied 
lightly  on  the  sorrows  of  the  stridcen  father ;  taking  care, 
however,  not  to  wound  the  sdf-love  of  his  auditor,  the 
tears  ran  as  freely  down  the  cheeks  of  the  daughter,  as 
though  she  had  never  wept  before.  The  soothing  tender- 
ness of  Duncan,  however,  soon  quieted  the  first  burst  of 
her  emotions,  and  she  then  heard  hhn  to  the  dose  with  un- 
divided attention,  if  not  with  composure. 

"  And  now,  Alice,"  he  added,  "  you  will  see  how  much 
is  still  expected  of  you.  By  the  assistance  of  our  experi- 
enced and  invaluable  friend,  the  scout,  we  may  find  our 
way  from  this  savage  people,  but  you  will  have  to  «tert 
your  utmost  fortitude.  Remember,  that  you  fiy  to  the  arms 
of  your  venerable  parent,  and  how  much  his  happiness,  as 
well  as  your  own,  depends  on  those  exertions." 

"  Can  I  do  otherwise  for  a  father  who  has  done  so  much 
for  me  ?  " 

"  And  for  me  too  1 "  continued  the  youth,  gently  press- 
ing the  haad  he  held  in  both  his  own. 

The  look  of  innocence  and  surprise  which  he  received, 
in  return,  convinced  Duncan  of  the  necessity  of  being  more 
explicit. 

"  This  is  neither  the  place  nor  the  occasion  to  detain 
you  with  selfish  wishes,  sweet  Alice,"  he  added ;  "  but 
what  heart  loaded  like  mine  would  not  wish  to  cast  its 
burthen  ?  They  say  misery  is  the  dosest  of  all  ties ;  our 
common  suffering  in  your  behalf  left  but  little  to  be  ex- 
plained between  your  father  and  myself." 

"  And  dearest  Cora,  Duncan ;  surely  Cora  was  not  for- 
gotten ?  " 

"  Not  forgotten  I  no ;  regretted  as  woman  was  sddom 
mourned  before.  Your  venerable  father  knew  no  difference 
between  his  children ;  but  I— Alice,  you  will  not  be  offended 
when  I  say  that  to  me  her  worth  was  in  a  degree  obscured" — 
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-^*v  J"!?  y??  ^^  "®*  "»•  »"*t  of  my  ■Itter/'  laid  Alice 
who  It  her  dearest  friend  I  "  f      •  w  wi  one 

"I  would  gladly  believe  her  such/*  returned  Duncan 
hastfly ;  "  I  could  wW,  her  to  be  even  morerbu?  ^tb 
you.  Alice.  I  have  the  permission  of  your  fath«  to  wire 
to  a  stm  nearer  and  dearer  Ue."  "*w  w  upire 

.♦.«?*i*2^***"u?!^****  vIolenUy,  and  there  was  an  In- 
stant during  which  she  bent  her  face  aside,  yielding  to  the 
emottons  common  to  her  sensitive  sex ;  but  they  quicklv 

S!ll!;^.r'?'  'rj*"8  i*'  completely  mistress  of  nir  dtparl 
ment.  If  not  of  her  affections.  ««4wri 

"  Heyward,"  she  said,  looking  him  fuU  to  the  eye.  with 
a  touching  expression  of  Innocence  and  dependencS^^^  X 
me  the  sacred  presence  and  the  holy  sanction  of  that  iawnt 
before  you  urge  me  farther."  "^««.pareni, 

"Though  more  I  should  not.  less  I  could  not  say."  the 

Kh J^r*  *l?*  i°  '^^^"^  ^^^^^^  »>•  ^"  Interrupted  by  a 
Ught  tap  on  hU  shoulder.    Starting  to  his  feet,  he  turned 
and  confronUng  the  Intruder,  hi,  looks  feU  on  theXk 
form  and  malignant  visage  of  Magna.    The  deep,  guttural 

like  the  hellish  taunt  of  a  demon.    Had  he  pursued  the 

J^t"f  TnflTu  ^^"^'f  "^*  *"'^*» »»«  ''^^^^  have  cast 
Wmself  on  the  Huron,  and  committod  their  fortunes  to  the 
Issue  of  a  deadly  struggle.  But,  without  arms  oflny  de- 
scripUon,  Ignorant  of  what  succours  his  subUe  enemy  could 
command  and  charged  with  the  safety  of  one  who  was 
Just  tiien  dearer  than  ever  to  his  heart,  he  no  soonir  enrer? 
***".fl?"*  ^*  abandoned  the  desperate  intention. 
•.«  J^^*  if  ^u""  Pun>ose?  "  said  Alice,  meekly  folding 
her  ams  on  her  bosom,  and  struggling  to  conceal  an  agony  of 
apprehension  In  behalf  of  Heyward,  In  the  usual  cold  and  dis- 

iSf^xnif'K?T^H?^  she  received  the  visits  of  her  captor. 

The  exulting  Indian  had  resumed  his  austere  counten- 
«ice,  thou^  he  drew  warily  back  before  the  menX 
glance  of  the  yomig  man's  fleiy  eye.  He  regarded  b^Jh 
his  capUves  for  a  moment  with  a  steady  look  and  then 
stepping  aside,  he  dropped  a  log  of  wood  acrow  «  do"; 
different  from  that  by  which  Duncan  had  entered.  The 
latter  now  comprehended  the  manner  of  his  surorise  and 
bdievhig  hunself  irretrievably  lost,  he  drew  S  to  bis 
bosom,  and  stood  prepared  to  meet  a  fate  which  he  hardly 
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regretted,  ilnce  It  was  to  be  inffered  In  such  company.  But 
Magna  meditated  no  Immediate  violence.  His  first  measuret 
were  very  evidently  taken  to  secure  his  new  captive ;  nor 
did  he  even  bestow  a  second  glance  at  the  motionless  forms 
in  the  centre  of  the  cavern,  untH  he  had  completely  cut  oil 
every  hope  of  retreat  through  the  private  outlet  he  had 
himself  used.  He  was  watched  in  all  his  movements  by 
Hejrward,  who,  however,  remained  firm,  still  holding  th« 
fragile  form  of  Alice  to  his  heart,  at  once  too  proud  and  too 
hopeless  to  ask  favour  of  an  enemy,  so  often  foiled.  When 
Magna  had  effected  his  obiect,  he  approached  his  prisoners, 
and  said,  in  English — 

"  The  pale-faces  trap  the  cunning  beavers ;  but  the  red 
skins  know  how  to  take  the  Yengeese  I  " 

"  Huron,  do  your  worst  I  "  exclaimed  the  excited  Hey- 
ward,  forgetful  that  a  double  stake  was  involved  in  his  life ; 
"  you  and  your  vengeance  are  alike  despised." 

"  Will  the  white  man  speak  these  words  at  the  stake  ?  " 
asked  Magna ;  manifesting,  at  the  same  time,  how  little 
faith  he  had  in  the  other's  resolution,  by  the  sneer  that 
accompanied  his  words. 

'•  Here,  singly  to  your  face,"  continued  the  undaunted 
Heyward,  "  or  in  the  presence  of  your  assembled  nation  I  " 

"Le  Renard  Subtil  is  a  great  chief  1 "  returned  the 
Indian  ;  '  .  *  go  and  bring  his  young  men,  to  see  how 

bravely  t  i  can  laugh  at  the  tortures." 

He  ti    >e  y  while  speaking,  and  was  about  to  letive 

the  placi  ^.1  the  avenue  by  ^hich  Duncan  had  ap- 

proached, wueu  a  low  menacing  growl  caught  his  «ar,  and 
caused  him  to  hesitate.  The  figure  of  the  bear  appeared  in 
the  door,  where  it  sate,  rolling  from  side  to  side,  in  its  cus- 
tomary restlessness.  Magna,  like  the  father  of  the  sick 
woman,  eyed  it  keenly  for  a  moment,  as  if  to  ascertain  its 
character.  He  was  far  above  the  more  vulgar  superstitions 
of  his  tribe,  and  so  soon  as  he  recognised  the  well-known 
attire  of  the  conjurer,  he  prepared  to  pass  it  In  cool  con- 
tempt, but  a  louder  and  more  threatening  growl  caused 
him  again  to  pause.  Then  he  seemed  as  if  suddenly  resolved 
to  trifle  no  longer,  and  moved  resolutely  forward.  The 
mimic  animal,  which  had  advanced  a  little,  retired  slowly 
in  his  front,  until  it  arrived  again  at  the  pass,  when,  rear- 
ing on  its  hinder  legs,  it  beat  the  air  with  its  paws,  in  the 
manner  practised  by  its  more  brutal  prototype. 
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iJ'  uSf  ' "  «d^*«  the  elilef.  tai  Hntm. «  go  play  ^tb 
the  diUdren  end  iquewi ;  leave  men  to  thelr>rlidom!" 
He  once  more  endeavoured  to  pass  the  supposed  emoMe 

hS?  •  S  JS^^^I  tomahawk,  that  was  pendant  from  his 
belt  Suddenly,  the  beast  extended  lU  anns.  or  rather  leg" 
and  endosed  htan  In  a  grasp  that  might  have  vied  with 
the  far-famed  power  of  the  "  bear's  hug  "  itself  Heyward 
had  watched  the  whole  procedure  on  the  part  of  Hawk-eye, 
with  breathless  bitcrest  At  first  he  relinquished  his  Md 
JL  k"**      •]*  **•  **?^*  "P  ■  **»*"«  «'  buckskin,  which 

Ji.  ^^lllJSt  IT!^"**  •°"'  ^""'"•'  •"'*  ^»»*»  »»•  beheld 
his  enemy  with  his  two  arms  pinned  to  his  side,  by  the  Iron 

musdes  of  the  scout,  he  rushed  upon  him,  and  effectually 

Jrr^L?  i  l^*  *^**"«'  *"  l"'  **"•  ""■»  ^«  »>«^  taken 
to  record  the  drcumstonce.  When  the  formidable  Huron 
was  completely  pinioned,  the  sCout  released  his  hold,  and 
Duncan  laid  his  enemy  on  his  back,  utterly  Ldpless. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  sudden  and  extraordhiary 
operation,  Magna,  though  he  had  struggled  violently,  untU 
assured  he  was  In  the  hands  of  one  whose  nerves  were  far 
better  strung  than  his  own,  had  not  uttered  the  sllshtest 
exdamation.  But  when  Hawk-eye,  by  way  of  maklna  a 
summary  explanation  of  his  conduct,  removed  the  shaai 
Jaws  of  the  beast,  and  exposed  his  own  rugged  and  earnest 
countenance  to  the  gaze  of  the  Huron,  the  phflosophy  of 
the  latter  was  so  far  mastered  as  to  permit  him  to  utter  the 
never-falling-^ 

"  Hugh ! " 

*„,K  ^^*  ^**"'^'  '«""**  y**"*  tongue  I"  said  his  nndls- 
turbed  conqueror ;  "  now,  In  order  that  you  shall  not  use 
It  to  our  ruin,  I  must  make  free  to  stop  your  mouth  " 

As  there jeas  no  time  to  be  lost,  the  scout  Immediately 
set  about  effecting  so  necessary  a  precaution;  and  when 
he  had  gagged  the  Indian,  his  enemy  might  safdy  have 
been  considered  as  hors  de  combat 

"By  what  place  did  the  Imp  enter?"  asked  the  In- 
dustrious scout,  when  his  work  was  ended.  "  Not  a  soul 
Has  passed  my  way  since  you  left  me." 

-nH^X?h"  ^°*"****  **"  V*f  '*°°'  ^^  ^*^*=^  **«8«a  ^^  come, 
and  which  now  presented  too  many  obstades  to  a  quick 


THB  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS 

*'  Bring  on  the  gentle  one  then,"  continued  hU  Mend ; 
"  we  mnet  make  a  push  for  the  woods  by  the  other  outlet" 

**  "Tt»  fanpoMlble  I "  said  Duncan ;  "  fear  has  overcome 
her,  and  she  Is  helpless.  Alice,  my  sweet,  my  own  Alice, 
arouse  yourself ;  now  Is  the  uu  ne^t  to  fly.  'TIs  In  vain, 
the  hears,  but  Is  unable  to  follow.  Go,  noble  and  worthy 
friend ;  save  yourself,  and  leave  me  to  my  fate  i " 

"  Every  trail  has  Its  end,  and  every  calamity  brings  Its 

lesson  I  "  returned  the  scout.    "  There,  wrap  her  In  them 

Indian  clothes.    Conceal  all  of  her  UtUe  form.    Nay,  that 

foot  has  no  feUow  In  the  wUderness,  It  will  betray  her.  All, 

every  part   Now  take  her  In  your  arms,  and  follow.   Leavo 
the  rest  to  me." 

Duncan,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  words  of  his  com- 
panion, was  eagerly  obeying;  and  as  the  other  finished 
speaking,  he  took  the  light  person  of  Alice  in  his  arms,  and 
followed  on  the  footsteps  of  the  scout  They  found  the 
sick  woman  as  they  had  left  her,  still  alone,  and  passed 
swifUy  on,  by  the  natural  galleiy,  to  the  place  of  entrance. 
As  they  approach  the  little  door  of  bark,  a  murmur  of  voices 
without  announced  that  the  friends  and  relatives  of  tho 
invalid  were  gathered  ab-)ut  the  place,  patiently  awaiting 
a  summons  to  re-enter. 

"  If  I  open  my  lips  to  speak,"  Hawk-eye  whispered, 
"  my  English,  which  the  genuine  tongue  of  a  white  skin, 
will  tell  the  variets  A  an  enemy  Is  among  them.  You 
must  give  'em  your  jargon,  Major,  and  say  that  we  have 
shut  the  evU  spirit  In  the  cave,  and  are  taking  the  woman 
to  the  woods,  in  order  to  find  strongthentaig  roots.  Practise 
all  your  cunning,  for  it  Is  a  lawful  undertaking." 

The  door  opened  a  little,  as  If  one  without  was  listening 
to  the  proceedings,  and  compelled  the  scout  to  cease  his 
directions.  A  fierce  growl  Instantly  repelled  the  eaves- 
dropper, and  then  the  scout  boldly  threw  open  the  covering 
of  bark,  and  left  the  place  enacting  the  character  of  the 
bear  as  he  proceeded.  Dune  a  kept  close  at  bis  heels,  and 
soon  found  himself  In  the  centre  of  a  duster  of  twenty 
anxious  relatives  and  friends. 

The  crowd  feU  back  a  UtUe,  and  permitted  tne  father, 
and  one  who  appeared  to  be  the  husband  of  the  woman, 
to  approach. 

"  Has  my  brother  driven  away  the  evil  spirit  ?  "  de- 
manded the  former.    "  What  has  he  In  his  arms  ?  "- 
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**  Thy  dtfld,"  r«tiini«d  Dune  j,  gravdy,  "  Um  dlscaie 
has  gone  oat  of  her ;  it  Is  shut  np  In  tbt  roelu.  Itaksthe 
woman  to  a  distance  where  I  will  strengthen  her  against 
any  further  attadu.  She  shall  be  in  the  wigwam  of  the 
young  man  when  the  sun  eomee  again.*' 

When  the  father  had  translated  the  meaning  of  the 
stranger's  words  in  the  Huron  language,  a  suppressed  mur- 
mur announced  the  satisfaction  with  wliich  this  inteUigencc 
was  received,  rhe  chief  himself  waved  his  hand  for  Dun- 
can to  proceed,  sajrlng,  in  a  firm  voice,  and  with  a  lof  ty 
manner — 

"  Go— I  am  a  man,  and  I  wOl  enter  the  rock,  and  fight 
Uie  wicked  one  1 " 

Heyward  had  ^adly  obeyed,  and  was  already  past  the 
Utt    ^roup,  when  these  startling  words  arrested  him — 

"  ..s  my  brother  mad  I  "  he  exclaimed ;  "  is  he  cruel  I 
He  will  meet  the  disease,  and  it  will  enter  him ;  or  he  will 
drive  out  the  disease,  and  it  will  chase  his  daughter  into 
the  woods.  No-^et  my  children  wait  without,  and  if  the 
spirit  appears,  beat  him  down  with  dubs.  He  is  cunning, 
and  will  bury  hlmsdf  in  the  mountain,  therefore,  when  he 
sees  how  many  are  prepared  to  fight  him." 

This  singular  warning  had  the  desired  effect.  Instead 
of  entering  the  cavern,  the  father  and  husband  drew  their 
tomahawks,  and  posted  themselves  in  readiness  to  deal 
their  vengeance  on  the  imaginary  tormentor  of  their  sick 
relative,  while  the  women  and  children  broke  branches  from 
the  bushes,  or  seized  fragments  of  the  rock,  with  a  similar 
intention.  At  this  favourable  moment  the  counterfeit  con- 
jurers disappeared. 

Hawk-eye,  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  presumed  so 
far  on  the  nature  of  the  Indian  superstitions,  was  '  ' 
ignorant  that  they  yrt^  «*her  tolerated  than  relied  on  by 
the  wisest  of  the  dilefs.  He  well  knew  the  value  of  time 
in  the  present  emergency.  Whatever  might  be  the  extent 
of  the  sdf-dduslon  of  his  enemies,  and  however  it  had 
tended  to  assist  his  schemes,  the  slightest  cause  of  sus- 
picion, acting  on  the  subtle  nature  of  an  Indian,  would  be 
Iftdy  to  prove  fatal.  Taking  the  path,  therefore,  that  was 
most  likely  to  avoid  observation,  he  rather  skirted  than 
entered  the  village.  The  warriors  were  still  to  be  seen  Li 
the  distance,  by  the  fading  light  of  the  fires,  stalking  from 
lodge  to  lodge.    But  the  chfldren  had  abandoned  their 
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fporU,  for  thdr  b«b  of  iklns,  and  tlit  qntot  of  night  wm 
umdy  iMglBiiIng  to  provall  ovw  tho  tnrbnlencTuid  n. 
dt«ment  of  to  btt«y  and  Important  an  avralnc 

AUea  re^ptvad  nndar  tha  ranovatlna  Influenca  of  tha  ODfin 
fi. •»?  "  ^  Phyilcal  ratbar  thanhir  mant^^^^ES 
baan  tba  subject  of  bar  waaknaM.  sba  stood  In WnSd  of 
•ny  axplanatlon  of  tbat  which  had  oeourad. 

Now  let  me  make  an  tflort  to  walk,"  sba  said,  when 
they  bad  entered  the  forest,  blushing,  though  unseen,  tbat 

'  I*  ^  ?nH.5f"J?*!!iS  !?**•  ^  *>"**  tba  arm.  of  Duncan. 
1  am,  Indeed,  restored." 

"Nay,  Alice,  you  are  yet  f>o  weak." 
rduISrn?*£iS  •tjugglad  gentiy  .o  release  herself,  and  the 
rductant  Hqrward  was  compeUed  to  part  with  Us  precious 
burthen.   The  represenUUve  of  the  bear  bad  certainly  been 
■n  enure  stranger  to  the  delicious  emotions  of  the  lover, 
wbtte  hU  arms  endrded  his  mistreu.  and  he  was.  perhaps 
a  stranger  also  to  the  nature  of  that  feeling  of  ingenu?u, 
shame  that  oppressed  the  trembling  Alice  as  they  made 
•udi  dUigent  progrcM  In  thdr  flight    But  when  be  found 
himsdf  at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  lodges,  he  Liade  a 
halt,  and  spoke  on  a  subject  of  which  he  was  thoriushly 
the  master—  *^' 

../n^.  P""*  '^  *•■*'  you  to  the  brook,"  he  said: 
Ju«7  **■  "<>'^«™  *>«nk  until  you  come  to  a  faU ;  nount 
the  hOl  onyour  right,  and  you  wiU  see  the  fires  of  the  other 
people.    There  you  must  go,  and  demand  protecUo.'*  -.   if 


tt.  distant  light 


they  are  true  DeUwares,  you'wiU  be  safe. 

!?^.iV  «*•"**•  **"''  ^"•^  °°^'  *»  tapossifc       The  Hur^ns 
would  follow  up  our  trail,  and  master  our  scalps,  before 

*ou  I  "  ^°*  *  ^°^^  ™"***    ^'  *"**  Providence  be  with 

wepi^lo^^hi.^r""''^"*^"^  "'"'^y 

.#  IJ^^.  ^^^  *»o*<*  the  pride  of  the  Ddawares ;  the  last 
of  the  high  blood  of  the  Mohicans  is  in  their  power  1 " 
returned  the  scout ;  "  I  go  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  his 
lavour.  Had  they  mastered  your  scalp.  Major,  a  knave 
should  have  fallen  for  every  hair  it  hdd.  as  I  promisei' ;  but 
if  the  young  Sagamore  is  to  be  led  to  the  stake,  the  Indians 
sbau  see  also  how  a  man  without  a  cross  can  die  I " 
th  *X  *"*"*^  **"*'  offended  with  the  decided  preference 
mat  the  sturdy  woodsman  gave  to  one  who  might  hi  some 
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degree  be  called  thediildef  Us  odoptfon,  Dnneoi  sUQ  eon- 
Uaued  to  urge  ewdi  raawnt  againrt  lo  deepenitc  an  effort 
as  presented  themsdves.  He  was  aided  by  Alice*  who 
minted  her  eatieatiae  wUh  those  tt  Hejrward,  that  he 
would  lyiiandon  a  resolution  that  promised  so  mudi  danger, 
with  such  Uttie  h^ee  of  socoess.  Their  eloquence  and  in- 
genuity were  expended  in  vain.  The  sooot  heard  them 
attmttvdy»  but  iaqiatlently,  and  finally  closed  the  discus- 
sion by  answering,  in  a  tone  that  instantly  sflenced  Alice, 
whfle  it  told  Heyward  how  fruitless  any  further  remon- 
strances would  be— 

"  I  have  heard,"  he  said,  **  that  there  is  a  feeling  in 
youth,  which  fcinds  man  to  woman,  doser  than  the  father  is 
tied  to  the  son.  it  may  be  so.  I  have  seldom  been  where 
women  of  my  colour  dwdl ;  but  sudi  may  be  the  gifts  of 
nature  tai  the  settlements  i  You  have  risked  life,  and  all 
that  is  dear  to  you,  to  bring  off  this  gentle  one,  and  I 
suppose  that  some  such  disposition  is  at  the  bottom  of  it 
aU.  As  for  me,  I  tau^t  the  lad  the  real  character  of  a 
rifle ;  and  wdl  has  he  paid  me  for  it  1  I  have  fou't  at  his 
side  in  many  a  bloocfy  sluimmage ;  and  so  long  as  I  could 
hear  the  crack  of  his  piece  in  one  ear,  and  that  of  the 
Sagamore  in  the  other,  I  knew  no  enemy  was  on  my  back. 
Winters  and  summers,  nights  and  days,  have  we  roved  the 
wilderness  in  company,  eating  of  the  same  dish,  one  sleep- 
ing whUe  the  other  Watehed ;  and  afore  it  shall  be  said  that 

Uncas  was  taken  to  the  torment  and  I  at  hand .  There 

is  but  a  sin^e  Ruler  of  us  all,  whatever  may  be  the  colour 
of  the  sktai ;  and  Hhn  I  caU  to  witness,  that  before  the 
Mohican  boy  shall  perish  for  the  want  of  a  friend,  good 
faith  shall  depart  the  'arth,  and  'kill-deer'  become  as 
harmless  as  the  tooting  wc'pon  of  the  singer  1 " 

Duncan  rdeased  liis  hold  on  the  arm  of  the  scout,  who 
turned,  and  steadily  retraced  his  steps  towards  the  lodges. 
After  pausing  a  moment  to  gaze  at  his  rething  form,  the 
successful  and  3ret  sorrowful  Heyward,  and  his  mistress, 
took  their  way  together  towards  the  distant  village  of  the 
Delawares. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI 

let  iM  plav  the  lion  too. 

Midiummer  Nigkft  Drtam. 

NoTwiTHSTANDmo  the  high  resolution  of  Hawk-eye.  he 
fuUy  comprehended  aU  the  difficulties  ud  dMngtnhXu 
•bout  to  Incur.    In  his  return  to  the  catop,  htaacute  Md 

^n^Z^Zl  ?^*<*'«»»«»«nd  mspldon  on  thepart"^, 
enemies,  that  he  knew  were  in  no  degree  inferior  to  his  own 
Nothing  but  the  colour  of  his  skin  sa%ed  the  UveTof  M^ 
and  the  conjurer,  who  would  have  been  the  first  victims 
to  his  MKnirity  had  not  the  scout  beUeved  suSi  an  aS! 
however  congenial  it  might  be  to  the  nature  of  an  Indian 
utteriy  unworthy  of  one  who  boasted  a  descent  f^om  men 

♦j!  i?r  "°7w'*  °'  "°°'*-  Accordingly,  he  trusted  to 
the  withes  nnd  ligaments  with  which  he  had  bound  his 

li^^t""^'!^^  P"""®^  ^  ^*y  ^^«t»y  towards  the  centre 
of  the  lodges.  -"v-i*™ 

H-1IK*  ^*  ^PP'?"****  «»•  bufldtags,  his  steps  became  more 
deliberate,  and  his  vlgUant  eye  suffered  m  sign,  whrth" 
friencUy  or  hostfle,  to  escape  hhn.  A  neglectedhuTwM  i 
UtUe  to  advance  of  the  others,  and  appeared  as  though  it 

Ll,^«f  fS*"'*,''*'"*  ^^  completed-most  probably  on 
account  of  falling  to  some  of  the  more  hnportant  requUItes : 

tS..ZST'^°''^^J  A  faint  light  gltaimeredthrough 
Its  cracks,  however,  and  announced  that,  notwithstandtoa 

^Sfr^Jh"*  'JT^*^""' **  ^«  °ot  now  without  JH^^l 
Uir  '  *^«"' ^« /cout  proceeded,  like  a  prudent  general, 
who  was  about  to  fed  the  advanced  posIUons  of  his  enemy 
before  he  hazarded  his  mato  atteck.  c«eniy, 

Throwtog  htoisdf  toto  a  suitable  posture  for  the  beast 
he  represented.  Hawk-eye  crawled  to  a  llSeJpeLngfwhS 
he  might  command  a  ^ew  of  the  toterior.  Itpro4dto^ 
2L;i^**P^l**.**'  '^*^***  ^«™"*-  Hither  the  faithful 
hu^l?  f.^*"*  ™*f  ^'^^^^t  *»^self.  together  with  aU 
oi  Z^!l';  ^  •PP'^ewtons,  and  his  meek  dependence 
th.?Kf "****'".**?  **'  Providence.  At  the  precIsTmoment 
when  his  ungatoly  person  came  under  the  observation^ 
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the  seont.  In  the  manner  just  mentioned,  the  noodiman 
himself,  though  In  his  assumed  character,  was  the  subject 
of  the  solitary  being's  profoundest  reflections. 

However  bnpllclt  the  faith  of  David  was  In  the  per- 
formance of  ancient  mlrades,  he  eschewed  the  belief  of  any 
direct  supernatural  agency  In  the  managemoit  of  modem 
morality.  In  other  words,  while  he  had  implicit  faith  in 
the  ability  of  Balaam's  ass  to  speak,  he  was  somewhat 
sceptical  on  the  subject  of  a  bear's  singfaig;  and  yet  he 
had  been  assured  of  the  latter,  on  the  testimony  of  his  own 
exquisite  oi^ans !  There  was  something  in  his  air  and 
manner  that  betrayed  to  the  scout  the  utter  confusion  of 
the  state  of  his  mind.  He  was  seated  on  a  pfle  of  brush, 
a  few  twigs  from  which  occasionally  fed  his  low  fire,  with 
his  head  leaning  on  his  arm,  in  a  posture  of  melancholy 
uiusing.  The  costume  of  the  votary  of  music  had  undergone 
no  other  alteration  from  that  so  lately  described,  except 
that  he  had  covered  his  bald  head  with  the  triangular 
beaver,  which  had  not  proved  sufficiently  alluring  to  excite 
the  cupidity  of  any  of  his  captors. 

The  ingenious  Hawk-«ye,  who  recalled  the  hasty  manner 
in  which  the  other  had  abandoned  his  post  at  the  bedside 
of  the  sick  woman,  was  not  without  his  suq>iclons  concern* 
ing  the  subject  of  so  much  solemn  deliberation.  First  mak- 
ing the  circuit  of  the  hut,  and  ascertaining  that  it  stood 
quite  alone,  and  that  the  character  of  its  inmate  was  likely 
to  protect  it  from  visitors,  he  venttured  through  its  low 
door,  into  the  very  presence  of  Gamut.  The  position  of 
the  latter  brought  the  fire  between  them ;  and  when  Hawk- 
eye  had  seated  himself  on  end,  near  a  minute  elapsed,  during 
which  the  two  remained  regarding  each  other  without  speak- 
ing. The  suddenness  and  the  nature  of  the  surprise  had 
neariy  proved  too  much  for— we  will  not  say  the  phUosophy 
— ^but  for  the  faith  and  resolution  of  David.  He  fumbled 
for  his  pitch-pipe,  and  arose  with  a  confused  intentton  of 
attempting  a  musical  exorcism. 

"  Dark  and  mysterious  monster  I  "  he  exclaimed,  while 
with  trembling  hands  he  disposed  of  his  auxiliary  eyes,  and 
souf^t  his  never-failing  resource  in  trouble,  the  gifted  ver- 
sion of  the  Psalms ;  "  I  know  not  your  nature  nor  Intents ; 
but  if  aught  you  meditate  against  the  person  and  rights  of 
one  of  the  humblest  servants  of  the  temple,  listen  to  the 
Inspired  language  of  the  youth  of  Israel,  and  repent" 
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#1.^  ♦  "^  "*°"  '  "  demanded  David,  atteriv  di«mioii 

fled^to  p„„u.  hto  Original  totenUon.  andlj^ri^l!?; 

countSS.X~S:'be«e'^^^^^  ""^tJ*"*  '^^  ^o"e«* 

SL«^*  *Jt'  ^**'  *'  «»*  h«a^en  and  the  sun  have  not 
bestowed.    Now  let  us  to  business."  °* 

First  ten  me  of  the  maiden,  and  of  the  youth  w^  .  «» 

bravely  sought  her,"  toteirupted  David        ^         ^  "  *** 

these  vSl«^7  Jf*,**«PP"y  fr««d  from  the  tomahawks  of 

" -J^  ^  ^   ®"*  "°  y°"  P"*  "»e  on  the  scent  of  Uncas?'* 

d««fh?^  ^""^^  man  Is  In  bondage,  and  much  I  Ve^  his 

shoSd^e'l^t,,   iT'^^  °^°"™  '^^*  °"«  ^°  weU  cit^osed 
h?X  "-  Ignorance,  and  I  have  sought  a  goodly 

"  Can  you  lead  me  to  him  ?  " 
tatlnJ?"^*^  '?"/'''  ^*  difficult,"  returned  David,  hesl- 
mcrease  than  mlUgate  his  unhappy  fortunes." 

NO  more  words,  but  lead  on,"  returned  Hawk-evi. 
concealing  his  face  again,  and  sett  ng  the  eMmDirfai  hu 
own  pemn,  by  tastanOy  quitting  th!  i?Jge       ^*'  ^  ^^ 
no«ii'   ."^  proceeded,  the  scout  ascertained  that  his  com- 

vdth^«^7l!  ^*  ti^^^  ^y  *he  favour  he  had  acquired 
mue  EnaSL^^K"^''  T**^'  ?  'consequence  of  speSlng  a 
Sm«*?^  '  ^*?  ***•"  "^^'c**'*  hy  David  as  the  subject  of  a 
religious  conversion.    How  far  the  Huron  comprehended 
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the  fntentSoM  of  hit  new  friend  may  WeO  be  doubted; 
but  as  exclusive  attention  is  as  flattering  to  a  savage  as  to 
a  more  civilised  Individual,  it  had,  assuredBy,  jMwduced  the 
effect  we  have  mentioned.  It  Is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
shrewd  manner  with  which  the  scout  extracted  these  par- 
ticulars from  the  rimple  David,  neither  shall  we  dwell  in 
this  place  on  the  nature  of  the  instructions  he  delivered, 
when  completely  master  of  all  the  necessary  facts,  as  the 
whole  will  be  sufficiently  explained  to  the  reader  In  the 
course  of  the  narrative. 

The  lodge  in  which  Uncas  was  confined  was  In  the  very 
centre  of  the  village,  and  In  a  situaUon,  perhaps,  more 
difficult  than  any  other  to  approadi  or  leave  without  obser- 
vation. But  it  was  not  the  policy  oi  Hawic-eye  to  .tffect 
the  least  concealmmt.  Presuming  on  his  disguise,  and  his 
ability  to  sustain  the  character  he  had  assumed,  he  toolc 
the  most  plain  and  direct  route  to  the  place.  The  hviur, 
however,  afforded  him  some  little  of  that  protection  which 
he  appeared  so  much  to  despise.  The  bojrs  were  already 
buried  In  sleep,  and  all  the  women,  and  most  of  the  warriors, 
had  ROW  retired  to  their  lodges  for  the  night.  Four  or  five 
of  the  latter,  only,  lingered  about  the  door  ot  the  prison 
of  Uncas,  wary,  but  close  observers  of  the  manner  of  their 
captive. 

At  the  sight  of  Gamut,  accompanied  by  one  in  the  well- 
Icnown  masquerade  of  their  most  distinguished  conjurer, 
they  readUy  made  a  passage  to  the  entrance.  Stfli,  they 
betrayed  no  intention  to  depart.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
were  evidently  disposed  to  remain  bound  to  the  place  by 
an  additional  interest  in  the  mysterious  mummeries  that 
they,  of  course,  expected  from  such  a  visit.  From  the  total 
InabUity  of  the  scout  to  address  the  Hurons  in  theh*  own 
language,  he  was  compelled  to  trust  the  conversation  en- 
th^y  to  David.  Notwithstanding  the  simplicity  of  the 
latter,  he  did  ample  Justice  to  the  instructions  he  had  re- 
ceived, mure  than  fulfilling  the  strongest  hopes  of  his 
teacher. 

"  The  Ddawares  are  women  I "  he  exdahned,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  savage,  who  had  a  slight  understanding 
of  the  language  In  which  he  spoke ;  '*  the  Yengeese,  my 
foolish  countrymen,  have  told  them  to  take  up  the  toma- 
hawk, and  strike  their  fathers  in  the  Canadas,  and  they 
have  forgotten  their  sex.    Does  my  brother  wish  to  hear 
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weep 


before  the  Huro^arthrs^il?.**^  ""^  "^  ' 

The  exclamation  "  hugh,"  deUvered  in  a  stronif  tone  of 
assent,  announced  the  gratiflcaUon  the  savaw  woSd  4- 

TL.    **"*  ^*'*<*  •"«'  *°  n»«ch  feared. 

Ki«-       "  1?  *?"  ■^•P  ■»*<*«»  «»d  the  cunninff  man  wUl 
blow  upon  the  dog  I    TeU  It  to  my  brothew?*  ^ 

f.ii  J^  u '""J  explained  the  meaning  of  David  to  his 
fdlows,  who.  In  their  turn,  listened  to  the  oroiL  wfth 
that  sort  of  satisfaction  that  their  untemed  .nWta  JTii* 
be  expected  to  find  in  such  a  reJernlTtiidi  ^i 
drew  badr  a  litUe  from  the  entrance,  id  mSS  tVlZ 
supposed  conjurer  to  enter.  But  the  bm  iSJwJf  oK^* 
tog,  m^tained  the  seat  it  had  talfeS.*:Si^^ied;'*^' 
The  cunning  man  is  afraid  that  his  breith  wS  blow 
tT"J*S  ^?}^'"*  '^^  *^«  "^^y  their  courage  tro''co„T 

The  Hurons.  who  would  have  deemed  such  a  misfortune 
the  heaviest  calamity  that  could  befaU  them.  feUbick  ?n 
fw^f,:  »«Jf  t*^«  a  position  where  they  t^wTut  of  ea^ 

S  tt*^n?^^  ***  l^'  !^*  ^'^  ^^«y  couId\»n^id  a  X 
of  the  entrance  to  the  lodge.    Then,  as  if  satisfied  of  the  J 

}i^^o„«  ^"  *S*?.'^^  8*°°™y'  ^*»»8  tenanted  solely  by 

lh..!^r*r^  ""^  "^'***  ^y  ^^  ^y^a  embers  of  a  fl«f 
whldi  had  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  cookery.  * 

K  .  U"^J  occupied  a  distant  comer,  in  a  redininfl  atUtuda 
betag  rigidly  bound,  both  hands  akd  feet,  by  sti^nc  ««h' 

self  to  the  young  Mohican,  he  did  not  delate  b"st?w  a 
sin^e  0ance  on  the  animal.  The  scout,  who  had  left  Da^J 
ft  n^!,»^T/**  *^^^"  "»«y  ^^  not  observed.  thouSt 

Drir.v     Tn^^H'^r*'  ^'^f  *"^8"*»*  ^*»tfl  "sured  of  S 
privacy,    tostead  of  speaking,  therefore,  he  exerted  h^. 
sdf  to  enact  one  of  the  antics  of  the  anhnal  he  renrlLtS 
^e  young  Mohican,  who.  at  first.  h^T^^  SShad 

detected,  in  those  performances  that  to  HeyJart  had  an! 
peared  so  accurate,  certain  blemishes  that  at  on^beSivS 
the  counterfeit.  Had  Hawk^ye  been  aiai  M  tt^f'^ 
esthnaUon   In   which  the  moi  riSSu  u^aJ'h^SS  Z 
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representotioiif,  he  would,  probably,  have  prolonged  the 
entertainment  a  little  In  pique.  But  the  scornful  expression 
of  the  young  man's  eye  admitted  of  so  numy  constructions, 
that  the  worthy  scout  was  spared  the  mortification  of  such 
a  discovery.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  David  gave  the  pre< 
concerted  signal,  a  low  hissing  sound  was  heard  In  the  lodge, 
In  place  of  the  fierce  growllrgs  of  the  bear. 

Uncas  had  cast  his  body  back  against  the  wall  of  the 
hut,  and  closed  his  eyes,  as  If  willing  to  exclude  such  con- 
temptible and  disagreeable  objects  from  his  sight  But  the 
moment  the  noise  of  the  serpent  was  heard,  he  arose,  and 
cast  his  looks  on  each  side  of  him,  bending  his  head  low, 
and  turning  it  Inquiringly  in  every  direction,  unlfl  his  keen 
eye  rested  on  the  shaggy  monster,  where  it  remained  riveted, 
as  though  fixed  by  the  power  of  a  charm.  Again  the  same 
sounds  were  repeated,  evidently  proceeding  from  the  mouth 
of  the  beast.  Once  more  the  eyes  of  the  youth  roamed 
over  the  Interior  of  the  lodge,  and  returning  to  their  former 
resting-place,  he  uttered,  in  a  deep,  suppressed  voice,  the 
usual  exclamation— 

"  Hugh  I " 

"  Cut  his  bands,"  said  Hawk-eye  to  David,  who  Just 
then  approached  them. 

The  singer  did  as  he  was  ordered,  and  Uncas  found  his 
limbs  released.  At  the  same  moment  the  dried  skin  of  the 
animal  ratUed  hurriedly,  and  presenUy  the  scout  arose  to 
his  feet  in  his  proper  person.  The  Mohican  appeared  to 
comprehend  the  nature  of  the  attempt  his  friend  had  made, 
intuiUvely ;  neither  tongue  nor  feature  betrayed  another 
symptom  of  surprise.  When  Hawk-eye  had  cast  his  shaggy 
vestment,  whlc?:  way  ione  by  simply  loosing  certain  thongs 
of  skin,  he  drew  a  long  guttering  knife,  and  put  It  in  the 
bands  of  Uncas. 

"  The  red  Hurons  are  without,"  he  said  j  "  let  us  be 
ready." 

At  the  same  thne,  he  laid  his  finger  significantly  on 
another  similar  weapon ;  both  being  the  fruiU  of  his  prowess 
among  their  enemies  during  the  evening. 

"  We  wiU  go  I  "  said  Uncas. 

••  Whither  ?  " 

"  To  the  Tortoises— they  are  the  children  of  my  grand- 
fathers 1 "  ^ 

"  Ay,  lad,"  said  the  scout,  In  English,  a  language  be 
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^X^  "••  "?•"  ■  "*"•  abstmted  In  mind ;  ••  the 
ttrne  blood  mm  In  your  velni,  I  bdleve ;   but  time  and 

T^S  S,?  i."***'  "*rf  **  »'•  ~»*»"'  '    What  .?il"e 

fhi.^wi??  ***"***^  ■'  "*•  **°°'*    T»»ey  count  rijt.  and 
tijii  linger  it  as  good  as  nothing." 

"  thli'?*»n^T."f  "*  **°****"  ' "  "*^  ""«"•  scornfully ; 
their    totem '  is  a  moose ;  and  they  run  like  snails    Th« 

the  d'S?"'"  ''"'^  ''  **^'  *""  ^^'•'  •n?tt^?ut.S; 

not'on'':  «?:!."'*"  *•  *™.?  *"  ^'»'**  y<»"  "y  ••  •»<* '  ^onbt 

-    :   ?Jf.™*'  y,"  ^'*"***  P*»»  '*»•  ^ho»«  nation ;  and  in- 
a  straight  race  of  two  miles  would  be  in,  and  Jet  your 

oMhl'tf*"^:  °"  r  "S*^*  "^  *'*'™  «"  was  Within  heS^g 
in  hta  ^s'tZ"?n'M^y'  ''^^  f  *  °'  «  ^"^"^  "«»  "«»  »««  . 
Hu«fnT~n?     K^^  ^'«'-    ^»  '°'  "y»«"'  I  can  brain  a 
Huron  as  weU  as  a  better  man,  but  when  it  comes  to  race 
the  knaves  would  prove  too  much  for  me  " 

«..-H^T'7i?  **■**  '^"^^  approached  the  door,  in  readi- 

mnl  ?J;!1  ?!7"^'  r?:'  ^''^^^'  «"^  P»««c<»  htaiself  once 
more  in  the  bottom  of  the  lodge.    But  Hawk-eye,  who  was 

mr„r^nr"Pi*^  ^i? ""''  °^  '*^""Shts  to  note  ihTmoT^ 
ment,  continued  speaking,  more  to  himself  than  to  his  com- 

on'?*r  ^**'.'"'"  ^'  "^^'  "  "  »»  unreasonable  to  ke^ 
one  man  to  bondage  to  the  gifts  of  another.  So.  Uncas^ 
you  had  better  take  the  leap,  while  I  put  on  the  3?ln  agXi 
and  trust  to  cunning  for  want  of  speed." 

hi,  Il!!!^°""f  1^°^*^  "**'*  "°  "'P'y'  »>«*  qnietly  folded- 
nL^u\        **°"*'?  *"''  ^'^^y  "»«'nst  one  of  the  upright 
posts  that  supported  the  wall  of  the  hut. 

nH«  ^  «;«■?**  *^*  f  °"*'  *°°^*"«  "P  «*  ^^  *n  some  sur- 
^?  '    ZV"  y°"  *""y  '  *^««'  ^^  ^^  tte»e  enough  for 
me,  as  the  knaves  wm  give  chase  to  you  at  first" 
Uncas  wHI  stay,"  was  the  calm  replv. 
"  For  what  ?  "  ^^ 

frle^^^tSe'D^llwSjs'"*"'^^  '"*''*''  ""^  *««  ^'"^  *^« 

Vno^^l'J^"  "J"™«^  Hawk-eye,  squeeztag  the  hand  of 
Uncas  between  his  own  .  on  fingers ;   'twoidd  have  h  Jn 

"S^onSTt'l'^S  *^^  *  '''''''"'  ^«^  yr?e?t  mT   But 
I  thought  I  would  make  the  offer,  seeing  that  youth  com- 

HnlT  "?"*  **'  '*°"^^y  circumvention.    Put  on  the  skin-I 
doubt  not  you  can  play  the  bear  nearly  as  weU  as  myself  " 
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Whatever  might  have  been  the  private  opinion  of  Uncu 
of  their  respective  abilitiet,  in  thii  particnhr,  hU  frave  coun- 
tenance mantfetted  no  opinion  of  hit  own  tupertority.  He 
silently  and  expeditiously  encased  himself  in  the  covering 
of  the  beast,  and  then  awaited  such  other  movements  as 
his  more  aged  companion  saw  fit  to  indicate. 

"Now,  friend,"  said  Hawk-eye,  addressing  David,  "an 
exchange  of  garments  wiU  be  a  great  convenience  to  you, 
masmuch  as  you  are  but  little  accustomed  to  the  make- 
shifu  of  the  wUderness.  Here,  take  my  hunting-shirt  and 
cap,  and  give  me  your  blanket  and  hat.  You  must  trust 
me  with  the  book  and  specucles,  as  well  as  the  tooter,  too ; 
u  we  ever  meet  again,  in  better  times,  you  shall  have  all 
back  again,  with  many  thanks  in  the  bargain." 

David  parted  yrtth  the  several  articles  named  idih  • 
readiness  that  would  have  done  grea-  credit  to  his  liberality, 
bad  he  not  certainly  profited,  in  mtaxy  particulars,  by  the 
exchange.  Hawk-eye  was  not  long  in  assuming  his  bor- 
rowed garments ;  and  when  his  keen,  restless  eyes  were 
hid  behind  the  passes,  and  his  head  was  surmounted  by 
the  triangular  beaver,  as  their  statures  were  not  dissimilar, 
he  might  readily  have  passed  £or  the  singer,  by  starlight. 
As  soon  as  these  dispositions  were  made,  the  scout  turned 
to  David,  and  gave  him  his  parting  instructions. 

"  Are  you  much  given  to  cowardice  ?  "  he  bluntly  asked, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a  suitable  understanding  of  the  whole 
case,  before  he  ventured  a  prescription. 

"  My  pursuits  are  peaceful,  and  my  temper,  I  humbly 
trust,  is  greatly  given  to  mercy  and  love,"  returned  David, 
a  little  nettled  at  so  direct  an  attack  on  his  manhood ; 
"  but  there  are  none  who  can  say  that  I  have  ever  forgotten 
my  faith  in  the  Lord,  even  in  the  greatest  straits." 

"  Your  chiefest  danger  will  be  at  the  moment  when  the 
savages  find  out  that  they  have  been  deceived.  If  you  arc 
not  then  knocked  on  the  head,  your  being  a  non-compossur 
-<J1  protect  you,  and  you'h  then  have  good  reason  to  expect 
to  die  in  your  bed.  If  you  stay,  it  must  be  to  sit  down  here 
In  the  shadow,  and  take  the  part  of  Uncas,  until  such  time 
as  the  cunning  of  the  Indians  discover  the  cheat,  when,  as 
I  have  already  said,  your  Ume  of  trial  will  come.  So  choose 
for  yourself,  to  make  a  rush,  or  tarry  here." 

"  Even  so,"  said  David  firmly ;   "  I  wffl  abide  in  the 
plgce  of  the  Delaware;   bravely  and  generously  has  he 
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"  You  have  tpokm  as  t  aum,  and  like  one  who.  imder 

Hold  your  head  down,  and  draw  in  your  iea  •  th«ir  firm 
•Uon  might  leu  the  truth  too  e-rlyf  KiTi^t^  !Z 
as  may  be ;  and  it  would  be  wlie  when  you  driSlT^S 
brealc  out  suddenly  in  one  of  your  shouUng.,  ^iSS^lU 
j^  to  remind  the  Indian,  that  you  are  not^lt^er  m 
wtponsibleasmenriiouldbe.  If.  however,  they  Uke  your 
•calp.  as  I  taist  and  beUeve  they  wlU  not.  d5«d  on  i? 
Uncas  aadl  will  not  forget  the  deed,  but  re?^  !l  u 
becomes  true  warriors  and  trusty  friends." 

-  J!  S*""  ' "  *^i  '^"^**'  P«««*vtog  that  with  this  assur. 
aneo  they  were  about  to  leave  Um ;  "  I  am  r  n  unwwthv 
and  hmnble  follower  of  one.  who  uight  not  tie  ZSSr 
principle  of  revenge.  Should  I  f aU.  therefore,  seek  noAic* 
Ums  to  my  manes,  but  rather  forgive  my  destroyers :  and 
U  you  remember  them  at  aU.  let  it  be  in  prayenitor  tte  en- 
Ught^iing  of  their  minds,  and  for  their  eteJwl  7^T" 
ZrJl**^"*  hesitated,  and  appeared  to  muse  deeply. 

th«  i.w^  ^„"  '"*"^P*.'  *"  "*»*'"  »»•  "^^'  "  difloSt  from 
the  law  of  the  woods  I    and  yet  it  is  fair  and  noble  ^ 

the  last  he  ever  drew  in  pining  for  the  condiUon  he  had  so 
long  abandoned,  he  added-"  It  is  what  I  would  wish  ta 
practise  myself,  as  one  without  a  cross  of  blood,  though  it 
is  not  always  easy  to  deal  with  an  Indian  as  you  w^d 
wlthafeUowChrisUan.  God  bless  you.  friend? /do  bSe^2 
your  scent  is  not  greaUy  wrong,  when  the  natter  is  dS? 

mu^depends  on  the  natural  gifto  and  the  forcTof  tem^ 

hv  S*  *?^  **!.!  ***"?  returned,  and  shook  David  cordiaUy 
S»^ J*!;^* '  ■'!f  1^  •**  *'  friendship  he  hnmediatel J 
ItflUhe  lodge,  attended  by  the  new  represenUUve  of  S 

The  taistant  Hawk-eye  found  Umself  under  the  obser- 
m^««*L*^*i!f*^  he  drew  up  his  tall  foim  in  the  rigid 
u^La  ^"^^  ^^J^^  Ws  arm  In  the  act  of  kei^g 
ttaie,  and  Mmmenced  what  he  taitended  for  an  hniUUon  of 
his  psahnody.  Happily  for  the  success  of  this  Sate  ad. 
venture  he  lud  to  deal  with  eart  but  mUejJnLSTto  S£ 
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concord  <^  iwoot  Mundf,  or  Um  mlMraMo  ollort  would  tai- 
faUlblyhavo  been  detected.  It  wu  neeemuy  to  pa«  wtthln 
a  dangerooi  proximity  of  tbt  dark  group  of  Mvafas,  and 
the  voice  of  the  icont  grew  loader  m  thqr  drew  Higher. 
When  at  the  nearest  point,  the  Huron,  iHio  epoke  the  Eng- 
lish, thrust  out  an  arm,  and  stopped  the  supposed  singing 
■master. 

"  The  DeUware  dog  t "  he  said,  leaning  forward,  and 
.peering  through  the  dim  light  to  catch  the  expression  of 
the  other's  features ;  "Is  he  afraid  t  wUl  the  Hurons  hear 
his  groans  Y  " 

A  growl,  so  exceedln^y  flove  and  natural,  proceeded 
trom  the  beast,  that  the  young  Indian  released  his  h<dd, 
and  started  aside,  as  If  to  awure  himself  that  It  was  not  a 
veritable  bear,  and  no  counterfeit,  that  was  rolUng  before 
him.  Hawk-eye,  who  feared  his  votee  would  betray  htan 
to  his  subtle  enemies,  gladly  profited  by  the  Interruption 
to  break  out  anew.  In  such  a  burst  of  musical  expression, 
as  would  probably,  In  a  more  refined  state  of  sodAy,  have 
been  termed  a  "  grand  crash."  Among  his  actual  auditors, 
however,  It  merely  gave  him  an  additional  dalm  to  that 
respect  which  they  never  withhold  from  sudi  as  are  believed 
to  be  the  subjects  of  mental  alienation.  The  little  knot  of 
Indians  drew  back  in  a  body,  and  suffered,  as  they  thought, 
the  conjurer  and  his  inspired  assistant  to  proceed. 

It  required  no  common  exercise  of  fortitude  In  Uncas 
and  the  scout  to  continue  the  dignified  and  deliberate  pace 
they  had  assumed  in  passing  the  lodges ;  especiaUy,  as  they 
Immediately  perceived  that  curiosity  had  so  far  mastered 
fear  as  to  Induce  the  watchers  to  approach  the  hut  in 
order  to  witness  the  effect  of  the  incantation.  The  least 
injudicious  or  Impatient  movement  on  the  part  of  David 
might  betray  Ihem,  and  time  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  the  scout.  The  loud  noise  the  latter 
conceived  it  politic  to  continue,  drew  many  curious  gazers 
to  the  doors  of  the  different  huts  as  thqr  passed ;  and  once 
or  twice  a  dark-looking  warrior  stepped  across  their  patli, 
led  to  the  act  by  superstition  or  watchfulness.  They  were 
not,  how?ver,  interrupted ;  the  darkness  of  the  hour,  and 
the  boldness  of  the  attempt,  proving  their  prin<dpal  friends. 
The  adventurers  had  got  dear  of  the  vfllage,  and  were 
now  swifOy  approaching  the  shdter  of  the  woods,  when  a 
loud  and  long  cry  arose  trom  the  lodge  where  Uncas  had 
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bMBeonfliMd.  Th«  Mohlom  lUrUd  oa  hit  iMt  and  shook 
bU  ahaggy  covtrlag,  u  though  the  aiUima  ho  eouiiterfottod 
was  about  to  make  somo  dospcrale  ollort. 

"  Hold  I  •»  said  tho  scout,  grasping  his  Mead  by  the 
•boulder,  "  let  them  yeU  again  I  'Twas  nothing  but  their 
wonderment." 

He  bad  no  occasion  to  delay,  for  at  the  next  Instant  a 
burst  of  cries  flUed  the  outer  air,  and  ran  along  the  whole 
extent  of  the  village.  Uncas  cast  bU  skin,  and  stepped 
forth  In  his  own  lofty  and  beautiful  proporUons.  Hawk-eye 
tapped  him  lightly  on  the  shoulder,  and  gUded  ahead. 

"  Now  let  the  devils  strike  our  scent  I  "  said  the  scout, 
tearing  two  rifles,  with  aU  their  attendant  acooutremenU, 
from  beneath  a  bush,  and  flourishing  "  kill-deer,"  as  he 
handed  Uncas  a  weapon ;  "  two,  at  least,  will  find  It  to 
tnclr  deaths." 

Then  throwing  thehr  pieces  to  a  long-traU,  Uke  sports- 
men hi  readiness  for  their  game,  they  dashed  forward,  and 
were  soon  burled  In  the  sombre  darkness  of  the  forest. 


CHAPTER  XXVII 

dnlonm$  :  I  dull  reiMmber  t 

Wh«i  Cmmi  Myi,  <  Do  thia  r  il  ig  pcrform'd. 

Juliut  Ci 


Thb  impatience  of  the  savages  who  lingered  about  the 
prison  of  Uncas,  as  has  been  seen,  had  overcome  their  dread 
of  the  conjurer's  breath.  They  stole  cautiously,  and  with 
beating  hearU,  to  a  crevice  through  which  the  faint  light  of 
the  fire  was  glhnmering.  For  several  minutes  they  mistook 
the  form  of  David  for  that  of  their  prisoner,  but  the  very 
accident  which  Hawk-eye  had  foreseen  occurred.  Tired  of 
keeping  the  extremities  of  his  long  person  so  near  together, 
the  singer  gradually  suffered  the  lower  limbs  to  extend 
themselves,  until  one  of  his  misshapen  feet  actually  came  in 
contact  with,  and  shoved  aside,  the  emben  of  the  fire.  At 
first  the  Hurons  believed  the  Delaware  had  *-  -  thus  de- 
formed by  witehcraft;  but  when  David,  clous  of 
being  observed,  turned  his  head,  and  expo,      .m  shnple» 
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•f  tv«i  a  aaUvt  to  hav*  doubUd  any  lonii'  Tb^?nS2 

??£?*"*±Jj!"w'^  ^*»«  "y  «»'  heard  b^UiTJafSC 

Uon  of  veogeanea.  David,  howew  firm  InS  ctouStat 
tion  to  oov«r  tba  reti«at  of  hi.  Iriendi.  was  wm  ««Sted 
to  ^.dieva  that  hli  own  final  hour  had  cOTa^D^JShSirlt 
hljhook^d^ 

Umd and  Impastloned itrato, h«  endaavourwl  to MnoothWi 
passage  toto  the  other  wortd  by  stogtog  the  i©mlM  tJ»JS 

of  hte  Infirmity,  and.  rushing  Into  the  open  air.  theywowed 
the  vttlage  to  the  manner  described.  "J-rousea 

tlonof  anything  defensive.  The  sounds  of  the  alarm  were 
therefore  hardly  uttered  before  two  hundred  SS  ^i 
afoot,  wd  reajr  for  the  batUe  or  the  chase,  as  elth" nuSt 

fni!?*'"'^-  .T^'  •"^P^  ^"  «>«»  know?,  wd  SJSSe 
tribe  crowded  to  a  body  around  the  coJnS  iXe   to! 

P*«f »"y  •^•itlng  the  tastructlon  of  thelTS    to  wcf a 

sudden  demand  on  their  wisdom,  the  presence  S  the  cu,Sl  J 

Magna  could  scarcely  faU  of  being  nleeded.    His  mm Jwi! 

tSS.V!'    j;««*«»8«»  ^«»  then  dispatched  to  his  lodM 
requiring  his  presence.  •«  «»  loage 

In  the  meanttane.  some  of  the  swiftest  and  most  discreet 
of  the  young  men  were  ordered  to  make  the  droit^JTSe 

SS^ZJSi'^T  ?!"*•  ""^^^  ^  <>«»«'  '» iS^n  that 
mShi^J^*^  neighbours,  the  Delawaws.  designed  no 

SS2^?H.  ^T"*  ■"**  '*"**^  '"»  *<>  and  fro;  «d.  to 
iSa'J^A  "^^^  «n«fflPment  exhibited  another  scene  S 
wfld  and  savage  confusion.  GraduaUy.  however  «.«• 
symptoms  of  disorder  dtailnlshed,  and  to  «  few  Stii^S! 
oldest  and  most  dlsttoguUhed  chiefs  wSeJi^LSSS  to  Sj 
lodge,  to  grave  consulUUon.  — «ii«ica  u  ine 

The  clamour  of  many  voices  soon  aanounced  that  a 

^  Z^"^"^'."^?  '^^'  *»•  «P*^  to  cJS^unStJ 
some  totelllgence  that  would  explato  the  mysterv  S  the 

iKrrd  suniri...   The  crowd  wlth«£ig.v.%?y';*lSJ^^* 
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wwriofft  Mrttrii  tkt  pteet,  brining  with  thiai  Um  haplMt 
eonfnnr,  nko  had  bMB  Ml  m  long  bgr  tte  Moot  tai  rach  • 
palntal  dnniM. 

Notwtthttandliig  thit  aum  wm  hdd  Id  vary  oaeqaal 
Mttanatlon  amonf  tiM  vinfoas,  win*  btUtvinc  tanpUdUy  la 
his  power,  and  •than  UMnlng  him  an  kapostw,  he  waa  bow 
UfUned  to  by  all  with  tho  deapaat  atteatloa.  Whea  hla 
briof  itoiy  was  endad,  th«  father  of  the  slefc  women  stepped 
fcrth,  and  In  a  few  pithy  exiwesalons,  related.  In  his  turn, 
what  he  kn  w.  These  two  narratives  gave  a  proper 
diroetlOB  to  the  saboaqnent  faiqnlrles,  which  were  now 
made  with  the  diaraeterlstie  gravity  and  ««"««Hg  af  the 
savages. 

Instead  of  mshlag  la  a  confused  and  dlsorderiy  throng 
to  the  cavern,  ten  of  the  wisest  and  firmest  among  the  dUef  s 
were  sdeeted  to  proseente  the  Investigation.  As  no  time 
was  *Ji  be  lost,  the  Instant  the  choice  was  made,  the  In- 
dividuals appointed  rose,  tai  a  body,  and  left  tirs  place 
without  speaking.  On  reaching  the  entrance,  the  younger 
men  In  advance  made  way  for  their  seniors,  Jid  the  whole 
proceeded  along  the  low,  dark  gallery,  with  the  firmness 
of  warriors  ready  to  devote  themselves  to  the  public  good, 
though  at  the  same  time  secretly  doubting  the  nature  of  the 
power  with  which  they  w«re  about  to  contend. 

The  outer  apartment  of  the  cavern  was  silent  ail 
gloomy.  The  woman  lay  la  her  usual  place  and  postu««, 
thou^  there  were  those  present  who  had  Just  affirmed  they 
bad  seen  her  borne  to  tht  woods  by  the  supposed  "  mbJldne 
of  the  white  men."  Such  a  direct  and  palpable  contradic- 
tion of  the  tale  rdated  by  the  father  caused  all  eyes  to  be 
turned  upon  hhn.  Chafed  by  the  silait  Imputation,  and 
Inwardly  troubled  by  so  unaccountable  a  droumstanoe,  the 
chief  advanced  to  the  side  of  the  bed,  and,  sto<q>lng,  cast  an 
incredulous  look  at  the  features  as  if  still  distrusting  their 
reality.    His  dau^ter  was  dead. 

The  unerring  fedlag  of  nature  tot  a  mommt  prevailed, 
and  the  old  warrior  bid  his  eyes  in  sorrow  and  disappoint- 
ment Then,  recovering  his  self-possession,  he  faced  his 
companions,  and,  pointing  towards  the  corpse,  he  said,  In 
the  language  of  his  people— 

"  The  wife  of  my  young  man  has  left  as  1  the  (heat 
Spirit  is  angry  with  his  chfldren." 

The  mournful  Intelligence  was  received  la  solemn  iflmoe. 
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Aftw  a  ghort  panie,  one  of  the  dder  Indians  was  abont  ta 
ii  Srf'7**"  ■J^-Jookto«  object  was  «^^  o^Sf^ 

Ih^  stood.    Ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  beings  th  J  had 
,n  '^^w?'  "*•  ^'**'*  P"^  "^"^  *»«<*  •  Uttiefand^JJjS 
S  'k^""*"*  ""*"  "»•  **J««*  '~°t«>  the  Ught,  and,  K 
W^tfuny  on  end,  exhlbitwi  the  distorted,  but^  Swf 
and  sullw,  features  of  Magna.  The  discover^  was  su«S 
by  a  loud  and  general  exdamaUon  of  aiSement 
„-/■  !^^*  however,  as  the  true  situaUon  of  the  chief  was 
understood,  several  ready  knives  appeared,  and  his  UmbI 
and  tongue  were  quickly  released.    ThTSuron  arose  and 
shook  hhnself  like  a  Uon  quitting  his  lafr     N^iWord 
escaped  him,  though  his  hand  played  convulsivelyNrtth  the 
handle  ofhls  knife,  while  his  lowering  eyes  wLmed  the 
whole  p«rty  as  if  they  sought  an  object  siitedT^e  first 
burst  of  his  vengeance. 

.K  }\^"  ^"PPy  '°'  U°®*»  "»<*  "»e  scout,  and  even  David 
that  they  were  aU  beyond  the  reach  of  his  arm  a?  tuS  a 
moment,  for  assuredly,  no  refinement  hi  cruelty  would  then 
have  deferred  theh-  deaths,  to  oppodtion  to?he  promjttogs 
of  the  fierce  tonper  that  nearly  choked  hhn.  Meettogaver?! 
f^ifT*'*'!!  "*«.**•  ^"*^  "  ^^^  «>•  savage^fted  w» 
for  w«nt*o?*!^"S'  '"P*  ?  *""'  "«*  swallowed  h^passion! 
for  want  of  a  victhn  on  whom  to  vent  It   This  exhiblUon  "f 

KfJ  of ^**"*^  "°!r*  ^^  »"  P"»*°*  5  "»d'  from  "» aPPrt 
hension  of  exasperaUng  a  temper  that  was  already  chSd 

ncariy  to  madness,  several  minutes  were  suffered  to  pass 
time  had  dapsed,  the  oldest  of  the  party  spoke. 

♦h.*  «;?  H  ^"  '°"?**,  "*  '"""y  '  "  b«  »«*<*•  "  I»  he  nigh 
that  the  Hurons  may  take  revenge  ?  " 

of  ^^l^^  ^^^^"^  *"•  ' "  ^"^^'^  ^S^'^  ^  •  voice 
»-.^i?*'  '*»°8  «?^  expressive  silence  was  observed,  and 
taSJfd~S°'  "  '  "^"^  ^"*  PrecauUon,  by  the  's^e 

••  huf'^t  ^**^**'*°  **  ""^  **'  '*****'  *"'*  *«*P»  '"."  he  said ; 
but  my  young  men  are  on  his  tralL" 

-,♦♦"  '',^.l*??u  *  "  ^«™anded  Magna,  in  tones  so  deep  and 
bUnd^^r^Si**"  '*•*"  """"«  "•'  •"^  "^*  ^«»*^«" »"« 
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.u  "  ^!?  ^"*  ^ "  «P«»t«l  the  other,  bitterly :  "  »«■ 
•pfrit  that  dew  my  young  men  at  the '  tumbling  river/  that 

bound  tha  arms  of  le  Renard  Subtfl  I  " 

"  Of  iriiom  does  my  friend  speak  ?  '* 

"  Of  the  dog  who  carries  the  heart  and  cunning  of  a 
Huron  «■<*«•  a  pale  skin— U  Longue  Carabine."       * 

The  pronundaUon  of  so  terrible  a  name  produced  the 

^fn'^*'"**?'.'!?  "'^  ^"^**"  remembered  that  theiftor- 
mldable  and  daring  enemy  had  even  been  In  the  bosom  of 
thefr  Mcampment,  woridng  tajury,  fearful  rage  took  the 
place  of  wonder,  and  all  those  fierce  passions  with  which  the 
bosom  of  Magna  had  Just  been  struggling  were  suddenly 

t^.J?^f"'fK!''*^~"P*"*°"»-  Some  amoSg  them  gnash^ 
their  teeth  hi  anger,  others  vented  thefr  feelings  to  ydl? 
and  some,  agata,  beat  the  afr  as  franticaUy  as  if  the  object 
?M  ^^1*"°*".*"*  ""*'  suffering  under  theh-  blows.  But 
ih?-?m  V"*?."*^*"^  °'  **»"?«'  «»  <I"*«kIy  subsided  in 
the  stffl  and  sullen  restratot  they  most  affected  hi  theS 
moments  of  Inaction.  " 

Magna,  who  had,  in  his  turn,  found  leisure  for  a  little 
reflecUon,  now  changed  his  manner,  and  assumed  the  ah-  of 
one  who  knew  how  to  think  and  act  with  a  dignity  worthy 
of  so  grave  a  subject.  ^  wwmy 

"Let  us  go  to  my  people,"  he  said ;  "  they  wait  for  us." 
His  companions  consented  hi  silence,  and  the  whole  of 

InSa^'^^^V^^  *^*  '^*^*™'  '^^  '«t"™«d  to  the  councD 
^dge.  When  they  were  seated,  aU  their  eyes  turned  on 
Magna,  who  understood,  from  such  an  hidlcation  that  bv 
common  consent,  they  had  devolved  the  duty  of  relating 

^^u  ^J!?  P^"*^  °°  ^^-  "«  "°««'  "»d  tow  his  tale  without 
dupUcity  or  reservation.  The  whole  deception  practised  by 
boUi  Duncan  and  Hawk-eye  was,  of  course,  laid  naked^ 

fh.  f HKr°"  7"  '°""**'  •^'^  '^^  ">«  »ost  supersUUous  of 
the  tribe,  any  longer  to  affix  a  doubt  on  the  character  of  iZ 
occurrences.  It  was  but  too  apparent  that  they  had  been 
insultingly,  shamefuUy.  disgracefuUy  deceived.  When  he 
«n J»«i  .'  ■"I'f  «««d  Ws  seat,  the  coUected  tribe~for  his 
auditors,  hi  substance,  toduded  all  the  flghttog  men  of  the 

Sf^^":^*  !!!?^^8  ***'^  *»"»*'  ***  »«n  astonished  equaUy 
at  the  audacity  and  the  success  of  theh- enemies.   The  next 


■n 
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consideration,  however,  was  the  means  and  omwitonftles 
for  revenge. 

Additional  pursuers  were  sent  on  the  trail  of  the  fugi- 
tives ;  and  then  the  chicSs  applied  themselves  in  earnest  to 
the  business  of  consulUtion.  Many  different  expedlente 
were  proposed  by  the  elder  warriors,  in  successioi^  to  all  of 
which  Magna  was  a  sOent  and  respectful  listener.  That 
subUe  savage  had  recovered  his  artifice  and  self-command, 
and  now  proceeded  towards  his  object  with  his  customary 
caution  and  skUl.  It  was  only  when  each  one  diroosed  to 
speak  had  uttered  his  senUments  that  he  prepared  to  ad- 
vance his  own  opinions.  They  were  given  with  addlUonal 
weight  from  the  circumstance  that  some  of  the  runners 
had  akeady  returned,  and  reported  that  their  enemies  had 
been  traced  so  far  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  theh-  having  sought 
safety  hi  the  neighbouring  camp  of  their  suspected  allies, 
the  Delawares.  With  the  advantage  of  possesstaig  this 
tanportant  intelligence,  the  chief  warily  laid  his  plans  before 
his  feUows,  and,  as  might  have  been  anticipated  from  his 
eloquence  and  cunnhig,  they  were  adopted  without  a  dls- 
senUng  voice.  They  were,  briefly,  as  foUows,  both  ]n 
opinions  and  in  motives. 

It  has  been  already  stated  ♦bat,  tai  obedience  to  a  policy 
rarely  departed  from,  the  sisters  were  separated  so  soon  as 
they  reached  the  Huron  viUage.  Magua  had  early  dls- 
covered  that,  In  retafaUng  the  person  of  Alice,  he  possessed 
the  most  effectual  check  on  Cora.  When  they  parted,  there- 
fore, he  kept  the  former  withto  reach  of  his  hand,  consigning 
the  one  he  most  valued  to  the  keephig  of  the  alUes.  The 
arrangement  was  understood  to  be  merely  temporary,  and 
was  made  as  much  with  a  view  to  flatter  his  neighbours  as 
In  obedience  to  the  Invariable  rule  of  Indian  policy. 

While  goaded,  incessantly,  by  those  revengeful  impulses 
that  in  a  savage  seldom  slumber,  the  chief  was  iiill  atten- 
tive to  his  more  permanent,  personal  faiterests.  The  foUIes 
and  (Usloyalty  committed  hi  his  youth  were  to  be  expiated 
by  a  long  and  painful  penance  ere  he  could  be  restored  to 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  confidence  of  his  ancient  people ; 
and  without  confidence  there  could  be  no  authority  to  an 
Indian  tribe.  In  this  delicate  and  arduous  situation  the 
crafty  naUve  had  neglected  no  means  of  tocreastog  his 
liifluenco ;  and  one  of  the  happiest  of  his  exped'ents  had 
been  the  success  with  which  he  had  culUvated  the  favour  of 
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their  powerful  and  most  dangerous  neighbour.  The  result 
?«St'T'S?*^  ^"^  answered  aU  the  expectaUon*  ol  his 
poUcy—tor  the  Hurons  were  In  no  degree  exempt  from  that 
governtag  principle  of  our  nature,  which  Induces  man  to 

SSS'SSr^' "  '^  ""^ "«'  ""y  - '»- 

But  whUe  he  was  makhig  this  ostensUile  sacrifice  to 

!f!i?°*,***"*^®'*"°°''  ^'*8"a  ^^^^  lost  sight  of  his  to- 
dlvldual  moUves.  The  latter  had  been  frustrated  by  the 
unlooked-for  events,  which  had  thus,  at  a  single  blow 
placed  all  his  prisoners  beyond  his  control,  and  he  now  found 
hhnself  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  suhig  for  favours  to 
thOM  who  a  It  had  so  lately  been  his  policy  to  oblige. 

Several  of  the  chiefs  had  proposed  deep  and  treacherous 
schemes  to  surprise  the  Delawares,  and  by  -ahilng  possession 
of  their  camp,  to  recover  thefa-  prisoners  by  the  same  blow: 
for  aU  agreed  that  their  honour,  their  interests,  and 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  their  dead  countrymen,  hn- 
periously  required  them  speedily  to  fanmolate  some  victims 
to  the^  revenge.  But  plans  so  dangerous  to  attempt,  and 
of  such  doubtful  Issue,  Magna  found  little  difficulty  in 
defeating.  He  exposed  thehr  risk  and  fallacy  with  his  usual 
sklU ;  and  It  was  only  after  he  had  removed  every  hnpedl- 
ment,  hi  the  shape  of  opposing  advice,  that  he  ventured  to 
propose  his  own  projects. 

He  commenced  by  Uattering  the  self-love  of  his  auditoi-s  • 
a  never-falUng  method  of  commanding  attenUon.    When 
he  had  enumerated  the  many  different  occasions  on  which 
the  Hurons  had  exhibited  their  courage  and  prowess.  In  the 
punishment  of  insulU,  he  digressed  hi  a  high  encomium  on 
the  vh-tue  of  wisdom.    He  pahited  the  quality  as  formlna 
the  great  pofait  of  difference  between  the  beaver  and  other 
brut^;  between  brutes  and  men;  and,  finally,  between 
the  Hurons,  hi  parUcular,  and  the  rest  of  the  human  race. 
After  he  had  sufflcienUy  extolled  the  property  of  discreUon 
he  undertook  to  exhibit  ta  what  manner  Its  use  was  applio-' 
able  to  the  present  sltuaUon  of  their  tribe.  On  the  one  hand 
he  s^d,  was  Uiehr  great  pale  father,  the  governor  of  the 
Canadas,  who  had  looked  upon  his  children  with  a  hard  eve 
smce  thefr  tomahawks  had  been  so  red ;  on  the  other  a 
people  as  numerous  as  themselves,  who  spoke  a  different 
language,  possessed  different  InteresU,  and  loved  them  not 
and  who  would  be  gUd  ol  any  pretence  to  bring  them  to 
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disgrace  with  the  great  white  chief.  Then  he  spoke  of  their 
necessiUes ;  of  the  gifts  they  had  a  right  to  expect  for  their 
past  services ;  of  their  distance  from  their  proper  hunting 
grounds  and  naUve  viUages ;  and  of  the  necessity  of  con- 
suiting  prudence  more,  and  incUnaUon  less,  in  sueh  criUcal 
circumstances.  When  he  perceived  that,  whfle  the  old  men 
applauded  his  moderaUon,  many  of  the  fiercest  and  mosi 
distinguished  of  the  warriors  listened  to  these  poIlUc  plans 
with  lowering  looks,  he  cunningly  led  them  back  to  the 
subject  which  they  most  loved.  He  spoke  openly  of  the 
fruits  of  their  wisdom,  which  he  boldly  pronounced  would  be 
a  complete  and  final  triumph  over  their  enemies.  He  even 
darkly  Wnted  that  their  success  might  be  extended,  with 
If  proper  caution,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  Indudr^  the  destruc- 

tion of  aU  whom  they  had  rewon  to  hate.  In  short,  he  so 
blended  the  warlike  with  the  artful  as  to  flatter  the  pro- 
pensIUes  of  both  parties,  and  to  leave  to  each  a  subject  for 
hope,  while  neither  could  say  It  clearly  comprehended  his 
Intentions. 

The  orator,  or  the  poliUcian,  who  can  produce  such  a 
state  of  things  Is  commonly  popular  with  his  contemporaries, 
however  he  may  be  treated  by  posterity.  AU  perceived  that 
more  was  meant  than  was  uttered,  and  each  one  believed 
that  the  hidden  meaning  was  precisely  such  as  his  own 
faculties  enabled  him  to  anticipate. 

In  this  happy  state  of  things,  it  is  not  surpristag  that  the 
management  of  Magua  prevaUcd.  The  tribe  consented  to 
fu  Y/"*.^^"**®F«*^°"'  "^^  w"h  one  voice  they  committed 
the  direction  of  the  whole  affafa-  to  the  government  of  the 
chief,  who  had  suggested  such  wise  and  lutdiiirible  ex- 
pedients, e-*  »  «^ 

Magna  had  now  obtained  one  great  object  of  all  his 
cunning  and  enterprise.  The  ground  he  had  lost  in  the 
favour  of  his  people  was  completely  regained,  and  he  found 
Wmself  even  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  was,  In  truth, 
the^  ruler;  and  so  long  as  he  could  matatato  his  popu- 
larity no  monarch  could  be  more  despotic,  espedaUy  while 
JLiJ];?!  continued  In  a  hostile  country.  Throwtog  off. 
JZllt:  S'  «PP««yf nee  of  consultaUon,  he  assumed  the 
i  S  Ws  ^c^   •"«»ority.  necessary  to  support  the  dignity 

Runners  were  dispatched  for  tateUlgence  In  different 
direcUons ;   spies  were  ordered  to  approach  and  feel  the 
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eneampmoit  of  the  Ddawares ;  the  warriors  were  dlnniMed 
to  their  lodges,  with  an  InUmatlon  that  their  services  would 
soon  be  needed ;  and  the  women  and  children  were  ordered 
to  retire,  with  a  warning  that  it  was  their  province  to  be 
silent  When  these  several  arrangements  were  made.  Magna 
passed  through  the  village,  stopping  here  and  there  to  pay  a 
visit  where  he  thought  his  presence  might  be  flattering  to 
the  individual.  He  confirmed  his  friends  in  their  confidence ; 
fixed  the  wavering ;  and  gratified  all.  Then  he  sought  his 
own  lodge.  The  wife  the  Huron  chief  had  abandoned,  when 
he  was  chased  from  among  his  people,  was  dead.  CMdren 
he  had  none ;  and  he  now  occupied  a  hut  without  com- 
panion of  any  sort.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  dilapidated  and 
solitary  structure  in  which  David  had  been  discovered,  and 
whom  he  had  tolerated  in  his  presence  on  those  few  occa- 
sions when  they  met,  with  the  contemptuous  indifference 
of  a  haughty  superiority. 

Hither,  then,  Magua  retired,  when  his  labours  of  policy 
were  ended.  While  others  slept,  however,  he  neither  knew 
nor  sought  any  repose.  Had  there  been  one  sufficiently 
curious  to  have  watched  the  movements  of  the  newly 
elected  chief,  he  would  have  seen  him  seated  in  a  comer  of 
his  lodge,  musing  on  the  subject  of  his  future  plans,  from  the 
hour  of  his  retirement  to  the  time  he  had  appointed  for  the 
warriors  to  assemble  again.  Occasionally,  the  air  breathed 
through  the  crevices  of  the  hut,  and  the  low  flame  that 
fluttered  about  the  embers  of  the  fire  threw  their  wavering 
light  on  the  person  of  the  sullen  recluse.  At  s  oh  moments 
it  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  have  fai  the  dusky 
savage  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  brooding  on  i  .wn  fancied 
wrongs,  and  plotting  evil. 

Long  before  the  day  dawned,  however,  warrior  after 
warrior  entered  the  solitary  hut  of  Magna,  untfl  they  had 
collected  to  the  number  of  twenty.  Each  bore  his  rifle,  and 
all  the  other  accoutrements  of  war ;  though  the  paint  was 
anlformly  peaceful.  The  entrance  of  these  fierce-looking 
beings  was  unnoticed;  some  seating  themselves  in  the 
shadows  of  the  place,  and  others  standing  like  motionless 
statues,  in  profound  sflence,  untfl  the  whole  of  the  designated 
band  was  collectpd. 

Then  Mar  ose,  and  gave  the  sig:;al  to  proceed, 
marching  hhn  i  advance,     f'hey  followed  their  leader 

singly,  and  in  tu  ,^  .^ell-known  Oitier  which  has  obtained  the 
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dtotlngniiliing  appdlaUon  of  **  indiflB  ffl*.**  UnUka  other 
m«a  «iisag«d  in  the  ipirlt-itlrring  butineM  of  war,  they  stole 
trom  their  camp,  nnostenUtknuly  and  unobierved    re- 

**"S""!w*i**l?^.  ***  *"*""«  «pectre^  mora  than  waik>rs 
Mddng  the  bubble  repuUUon  by  deedg  of  desperate  darina. 
Instead  of  taking  the  path  which  led  direcUy  towards 
the  camp  of  the  DeUwares,  Magna  led  his  party  for  some 
distance  down  the  windings  of  the  stream,  and  along  the 
mtle  artificial  lake  of  the  beavers.   The  day  began  to  dawn 
as  they  entered  the  clearing,  which  had  been  formed  by 
those  sagacious  and  industrious  anfanals.    Though  Magua. 
who  had  resumed  his  ancient  garb,  bore  the  outline  of  a  fox. 
on  the  dressed  skin  which  formed  his  robe,  there  was  one 
chief  of  his  party  who  carried  the  beaver  as  his  peculiar 
symbol,  or  "  totem."    There  would  have  been  a  species  of 
profanity  in  the  omission  had  this  man  passed  so  poweif  ol  a 
community  of  his  fancied  kindred  without  bestowing  some 
ir/idence  of  his  regard.   Accordingly,  he  paused,  and  spoke 
in  words  as  kind  and  friendly  as  if  he  were  addressing  more 
intelUgent  beings.    He  called  the  anhnals  his  cousins,  and 
reminded  them  that  his  protecting  influence  was  the  reason 
they  remained  unharmed,  whfle  so  many  avaricious  traders 
were  prompUngthe  Indians  to  take  their  Uves.  He  promised 
a  continuance  of  his  favours,  and  admonished  them  to  be 
gratefuL    After  which  he  spoke  of  the  ezpediUon  in  which 
he  was  himself  engaged,  and  intUnated,  though  with  suffi- 
cient delicacy   and  circumlocution,   the   expediency   of 
bMtowhig  on  their  relative  a  portion  of  Uiat  wisdom  for 
which  they  were  so  renowned. 

During  Uie  utterance  of  Uiis  extraordhiaiy  address,  the 
Mmpanions  of  Uie  speaker  were  as  grave  and  as  attentive  to 
bis  language,  as  though  they  were  aU  equally  hnpressed  with 
its  propriety.   Once  or  twice,  black  objects  were  seen  risiiic 
to  tiie  surface  of  the  water,  and  tiie  Huron  expressed 
pleasure,  conceiving  that  his  words  were  not  bestowed  in 
vain.   Just  as  he  had  ended  his  address,  the  head  of  a  large 
beaw  wu  Uirust  from  Uie  door  of  a  lodge,  whose  earUien 
wall  had  been  much  tajured,  and  which  Uie  party  had  be- 
lieved, from  its  situation,  was  uninhabited.   Such  an  extra- 
ordtaaij  sign  of  confidence  was  received  by  tiie  orator  as  a 
highly  favourable  omen ;  and,  Uiongh  tiie  anhnal  retreated 
a  UtUe  precipitately,  he  was  lavish  of  his  tiianks  and  com- 
aaendaUona.    - 
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Vnun  Magna  thou^t  raffldent  tima  had  bam  lost,  in 
gratifying  tba  family  affection  of  the  warrior,  he  again  made 
the  signal  to  proceed.  At  the  Indians  moved  away  in  ii 
body,  and  with  a  step  that  would  have  been  taiaudlble  to 
the  ears  of  any  common  man,  the  same  venerable  looking 
beaver  once  more  ventured  his  head  firom  its  cover.  Had 
any  of  the  Hurons  tnmed  to  look  behind  then,  they  would 
have  seen  the  animal  watching  their  movements  with  an 
interest  and  sagacity  that  might  easily  have  been  mistaken 
for  reason.  Indeed,  so  very  distinct  and  intelligible  were  the 
devices  of  the  quadruped  that  even  the  most  eiq>aienced 
observer  would  have  been  at  a  Iom  to  account  for  its  actions, 
until  the  moment  when  the  party  entered  the  forest,  when 
the  whole  would  have  been  explained  by  seehig  the  entire 
animal  issue  from  the  lodge,  uncasing,  by  the  act,  the  grave 
and  attentive  features  of  CUngachgook  from  his  mask 
of  fur. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII 

"Btiet,  I  pray  yon  i  for  yoa  ms  'tit  *  busy  time  with  ta». 

Muck  Ado  tbovt  NOKktf. 

The  tribe,  or  rather  half-tribe,  of  Delawares,  which  has 
been  so  often  mentioned,  and  whose  present  place  of  en- 
campment was  so  nigh  the  temporary  ^age  of  the  Hurons, 
could  assemble  about  an  equal  number  of  warriors  with  the 
latter  people.  Like  their  neighbours,  they  had  followed 
Montcalm  into  the  territories  of  the  RngHifh  crown,  and 
were  making  heavy  and  serious  Inroads  on  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  the  Mohawks,  though  they  had  seen  fit,  with 
the  mysterious  reserve  so  common  among  the  natives,  to 
withhold  thdr  assistance  at  the  moment  when  It  was  most 
required.  The  French  had  accounted  for  this  unexpected 
defection  on  the  part  of  their  ally  in  various  ways.  It  was 
the  prevalent  opinion,  however,  thaf  they  had  been  in- 
fluenced by  veneration  for  the  ancient  treaty  that  had  once 
made  them  dependent  on  the  Iroquois  for  military  protec- 
tion, and  now  rendered  them  rductant  to  mcounter  their 
former  masters.   As  for  the  triba  itself,  it  had  been  content 
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to  annoaiiM  to  Monteahn,  throngh  hit  emituriM  »t*h 
Indian l«vlty  that thel, hntcheU^ww^XttdSSe w2 
neewMiy  to  diMp«,  them.    TTie  ih>UUc  itST^JTS 

ptnly*  Mend  than,  by  any  act*  of  m-Judsed  leveritTto 
convert  him  Into  an  open  enemy.  ■•vemy,  to 

•I.  ^*V***  morning  when  Magna  led  hit  gflent  oartv  from 

ff?ESS*i»^.J^^T?  ^"  "*•  Delaware  encamp^? 
ae  though  It  had  suddenly  bunt  upon  a  bu«v  moni.  .^^tiJ^il 
^.ployed  in  an  the  curtomary  JJ^SSTwgS  S^/ 
The  women  ran  from  lodge  to  lodae  Mm«  imo.«.!ri« 
paring  their  morning'.  mS.  .  fTiSSJlX^t  on  .ST 

£S  2'^;2f  H  !^"^  **  **»•*'  SSSTbut  mo«  p^S 
tog  to  exdbange  hasty  and  whispered  sentences  wlto  S 

Wends^  The  warriors  were  loun^g  In  grouSrSurfMrno™ 
than  they  conversed;  and  wheba  few  words  J!i^«ff^? 

ssssjnSTisr ;;  ^^'^  ^^'^^^  ^i^oi^oT^^ 

instruments  of  the  chase  were  to  be  seen  in  abundane* 

TZl'^xli^T'  *>«*»«»•  <»«Parted.  Hei^afd^l^'a 
warrior  might  be  seen  examining  his  aims  with  an  •ttln 
tlon  that  to  rarely  bestowed  on  the  ImSemSS  whfn  «„" 
other  enemy  than  the  beast,  of  the  fS^^^Icted  ?o 
be  encountered.  And,  occasionally,  the  eyS  o^^  whol^ 
gjup  wers  turned  simultaneously  tSeards  a^Sge  andTflenJ 
subject  of  their  common  thoughts  "--mcu  we 

n«aSir?A?A*5'K  T'  °'  ^*'  »<=«•'  •  »«n  «™1denly  ap- 
peared  at  the  furthest  extremltv  of  that  fiio*#«««    #      . 

which  formed  the  level  oY^e^Sla^  *  Sfwr^tiJ^t 
«ms  and  hfa  paint  tended  rather  to^ toftrn  ttS  tocrease 
the  natural  sternness  of  hto  austere  and  marked  counten 
ance.  When  in  fun  view  of  the  Delawais  h^stoppT^^^^ 
made  a  gesture  of  amity,  by  throwing  his  ™  Spw^, 
towards  heaven,  and  then  letting  it  fan  impre^dv  Jn  w! 
breast.    The  inhabitants  of  the  ^a^amCfd  his  sSute 

i?^;Tj^Te!rrinarri^ro£^^^ 

proached.  nothing  was  aullble  ^"t  2e  r^tutg  of^'ie  ligt 
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•flytr  onuunento  that  loaded  hit  am  and  DMsk  and  th. 

2^.f iii  ♦"Jk"'  "  ^t  ■dvanced,  many  courteoui  algu 
«f  greeting  to  the  men  he  paiMd.  neglecting  to  noUce  the 

ppewnt  enterprise,  of  no  Importance.  When  he  had  iTched 
the  group,  in  which  It  was  evident,  by  the  hauSftSaS 
their  common  mien,  that  the  principal  dUefs  wSfcouSeS 
the  stranger  paused,  and  then  the  DeUwares  saw  that  to. 
jcuve  and  erect  form  that  stood  before  JSSi^Mttito; 
the  weU-known  Huron  chief,  le  Renard  Subtil. 

;„  iSlir?'*"®^^*^.^"'*' •"•***' "»**''«y.  The  warriors 
in  front  stepped  aside,  opening  the  way  to  their  imost- 
approved  orator  by  the  acUon ;  one  whJ  spoke  aU  Uiow 
ZfiZL  ^*  '"'"'  '"'"^•'^  among  "^the  Z^Z 
"  The  wise  Huron  is  welcome,"  said  the  Delaware  in 
toe  language  of  the  Maquas ;  "  he  is  come  to  eat  lIT^suS 
ca-tush '  wito  his  brotoers  of  toe  lalces  I  " 

♦i..'!i5!.?  *T*'"  "P««^«**  Magna,  bending  his  head  wito 
toe  dignity  of  an  eastern  prince. 

»!.  *"*!  f^i^  extended  his  arm,  and  taking  toe  otoer  by 
the  wrist,  toey  once  more  exchanged  their  friendly  saluta- 
Uons  Then  the  Delaware  invited  his  guest  to  Lier  Ws 
own  lodge,  and  share  his  mondng  meal.  The  faiviUtlon 
was  accepted  and  toe  two  warriors,  attended  by  three  or 
S'S.  fSl*  ?**  "en.  walked  calmly  away,  leaving  toe  rest 
of  toe  tribe  devoured  by  a  desire  to  understand  toe  reasons 
of  so  unusual  a  visit,  and  yet  not  betraying  toe  least  fan- 
patience  by  any  sign  or  syUable.  "iwwtmi 
.nn?-"^*?  ^^  »*»ort  "Id  frugal  repast  toat  foDowed.  toe 
Ziv^n  fi^  ^"^  extremely  ch-cumspect,  and  related  en- 
tire ly  to  toe  events  of  the  hunt,  in  which  Magna  had  so 

mnf^fln.*;  '^f  ^i',  ^^  ''°"*'*  '»*^*'  ^««°  impossible  for  t^ 
most  finished  breeding  to  wear  more  of  the  appearance  of 

no?!"*,  w  *  ^*  "^^  **  *  *^*"«  «'  «>""«  than  did  his  hosts 
notwithstanding  every  individual  present  was  perfecS 
aware  that  it  must  be  connected  wito  some  secretobject 
and  toat,  probably,  of  toe  last  importance  to  themselves! 
When  the  appetites  of  the  whole  were  appeased,  toe  squaws 
removed  toe  trenchers  and  gourds,  aSd  toe  two  S 
of  to"ir  wiu!^^*  themsdve.  for  a  keen  and  subUe  trial 
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"  l9  tlM  teot  «|  «y  giMt  Cuutdm  ialbv  tmiMi  anlo 
towardi  hto  Huvm  ehfldm  t  **  (kmandad  th«  ofator  oltha 


H« 


"  Whmi  wu  It  «▼«  etlMrwte^  T  "  ratnnied  Ifafna. 
calls  my  paopl*  his  '  most  bdoved.'  *• 

Tbs  Ddawwt  ffavsly  bowed  his  aoqnlescsnce  to  what 
he  Imew  to  be  false,  and  oantinued» 

••  The  tomahawks  of  your  young  men  have  been  veiy 
red!"  ' 

"  It  Is  so ;  but  they  are  now  bright  and  dull—tor  the 
Yengeese  are  dead,  and  the  Ddawares  are  our  neighbours  I " 

The  other  acknowledged  the  padflc  compliment  by  a 
graceful  gesture  of  the  hand,  and  remained  sOent  Then 
Magua,  as  If  recaUed  to  such  a  recoUectlon  by  the  aUuskm 
to  the  massacre  demanded— 

"  Does  my  prisoner  give  trouble  to  my  brothers  T  " 

"  She  is  welcome." 

"The  path  between  the  Hurons  and  the  Delawares  Is 
short,  and  it  is  open ;  let  her  be  sent  to  my  squaws  If  she 
gives  trouble  to  my  brother." 

"  She  is  welcome,"  returned  the  chief  of  the  latter  nation, 
stffl  more  emphaUcally.  * 

The  baffled  Magua  continued  sflent  several  minutes,  ap- 
parenUy  Indifferent,  however,  to  the  repulse  he  had  received 
in  this,  his  opening,  effort  to  gain  possession  of  Cora. 

"  Do  my  young  men  leave  the  Delawares  room  on  the 

°**T^^'  '*'  ^^^  **""*»  '  "  *»•  "*  length  continued. 

The  Lenape  are  rulers  of  their  own  hlUs,"  returned 
the  other,  a  little  haughtily. 

"ItlsweU.  Justice  Is  the  master  of  a  red  skin  t  "Why 
should  they  brighten  their  tomahawks,  and  sharpen  their 
knives  against  each  other  ?  Are  there  not  pale-faces  for 
enemies  7  " 

"  Good  I "  exclaimed  two  or  three  of  his  auditors  at  the 
same  time. 

Magua  waited  a  little  to  permit  his  words  to  soften  the 
feelings  of  the  Delawares,  before  he  added— 

"  Have  there  not  been  strange  moccasins  hi  the  woods  ? 
Have  not  my  brothers  scented  the  feet  of  white  men  ?  " 

i.et  my  Canada  father  come  I "  returned  the  other, 
evasively ;  "  his  children  are  ready  to  see  him." 

•  When  the  Great  Chief  comes,  it  is  to  smoke  with  the 
Indians,  in  their  wigwams.    The  Hurons  say,  too,  he  is 
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S!n#^*  v**^  ^•™*?  "•"  drwmed  they  had  smo  th« 
•♦  Ttuj  win  not  And  th«  Lenape  asleap." 

hto  «i«my,  said  Magna,  once  more  ihlftlng  hi*  ground, 
when  he  foand  htaseU  unable  to  penetrate  Uie  caution  of 
his  companion.  "  I  have  brought  gifts  to  my  brother.  His 
nation  would  not  go  on  the  war  path  because  they  did  not 

S^llv-J"  '  ^^^  ^"^  mnemuSd  whm 

Wh«  he  had  thus  annonnowd  Ms  Ilberal  Intention,  the 
orafty  <^l^  arose,  and  gravely  spread  his  presents  before 
the  daided  «yes  of  his  hosts.  They  consisted  prindpX 
of  trtokeU  of  UtUe  value,  plundered  from  the  JaugWiJS 
and  captured  females  of  WUllam  Henry.  In  the  SlvSm 
of  the  baubles,  the  cunning  Huron  discovered  no  less  art 
than  In  their  selecUon.  While  he  bestowed  those  of  «reat» 
value  on  the  two  most  distinguished  warriors,  one  of  whom 
was  hto  host,  he  seasoned  his  offerings  to  their  Inferiors 
with  such  weU-Umed  and  apposite  compliments  as  left  them 
no  grounds  of  complaint.  In  short,  the  whole  ceremony 
contained  such  a  happy  blending  of  the  profitable  with  the 
flattering,  that  It  was  not  difficult  for  the  donor  hnmedl- 
ately  to  read  the  effect  of  a  generosity  so  apUy  mingled 
with  praise.  In  the  eyes  of  those  he  addressed. 

This  weU-Judged  and  pollUc  stroke  on  the  part  of  Masua 
was  not  without  Its  Instantaneous  results.  The  Ddawves 
lost  their  stem  gravity.  In  a  much  more  cordial  expression 
of  features ;  and  the  host.  In  particular,  after  contemplat- 
tag  his  own  liberal  share  of  the  spoO  for  some  moments 
thl  w^rtll!f  ^*^<^""°"'  repeated,  with  strong  emphasis. 

!!  I?  5°****'  to  a  wise  chief.    He  Is  welcome  I '» 

m«  ?il^°*  *°^*  *****  '^«"<*'  **>«  Delawares,"  returned 

Magna.  "\^'hy  should  they  not?  they  are  0^103^? 
the  same  sun,  and  their  just  men  will  hunt  In  the  same 

r'lJ^^J^"  ********  The  «<»»kln«  should  be  friends,  and 
look  with  open  eyes  on  the  white  men.  Has  not  my  brother 
scented  q)ies  In  the  woods  ?  **  »«»«» 

The  Delaware,  whose  name,  In  English,  signified  "  Hard- 

hea.%    .m  appr:  Hon  that  the  French  had  translated  Into 

Le  eoeur  dur.'  forgot  that  obduracy  of  purpose,  which  had 
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probably  obtaiMd  him  M  il^Uflauit  a  titto.  His  eonntcn- 
■BM  grtw  Twy  MMlbly  kii  ttani,  and  ba  bow  detflnad  to 
•atwar  mora  dlractly.  *^ 

••  Tbara  bara  baaa  ttranfla  mooeailiM  about  my  omiD. 
Tbay  baira  baaa  traekad  Into  my  lodgaa." 
_.r  Pf**  ?^  »>«»ther  boat  out  tha  dop  T  *•  aakad  Magna, 
wltboat  advartlng  In  any  mannar  to  tba  former  aoulvoca- 
tlon  of  tha  chief. 

.V  "  JJ7<>»»»<»  not  do.  Tba  ttrangar  to  always  walcoma  to 
tba  children  of  tba  Lanapa." 

"  Tha  stranger,  but  not  tba  spy  t " 

••Would  tha  Yengeesa  send  their  woman  as  spies  ?  Did 
not  the  Huron  chief  say  ba  took  women  In  the  batUe  ?  " 

"  He  told  no  lie.  The  Yengeesa  have  sent  out  their 
scouts.  They  have  been  bi  my  wigwams,  but  they  found 
there  no  one  to  say  welcome.  They  then  fled  to  the  Dela- 
''•"•-"'or,  say  they,  tha  Ddawares  are  our  friends :  their 
minds  ara  turned  from  their  Canada  father  I " 

Thto  Insinuation  was  a  home  thrust,  and  one  that.  In  a 
more  advanced  sUte  of  society,  would  have  enUUed  Maoua 
to  the  repuUUon  of  a  skilful  diplomatist  The  recent  de- 
fection of  their  tribe  had,  as  they  weU  kn^w  tVenwdves, 
subjected  the  Delawares  to  much  reproach  among  their 
French  aUles,  and  they  were  now  made  to  fed  that  their 
future  actions  were  to  be  regarded  with  Jealousy  and  dis- 
trust There  was  no  deep  insight  into  causes  and  effects 
necessary  to  foresee  that  such  a  sItuaUon  of  things  was 
likdy  to  prove  highly  prejudidal  to  aU  their  future  move- 
ments. Their  distant  vmages,  their  hunting-grounds,  and 
hundreds  of  their  women  and  children,  together  with  a 
material  part  of  their  phydcal  force,  were  all  actually  within 
the  limits  of  the  French  territory.  Accordingly,  this  alarm- 
ing  annunciation  was  received,  as  Magna  intended,  with 
manifest  dIsapprobaUon,  if  not  with  alarm. 

«^"iSJ  "^  '■*^*'  '®*^  ^  ™y  '««•»"  "aid  Le-coBurdur: 
he  win  see  no  change.    It  is  true,  my  young  men  did 
not  go  out  on  the  war-path ;  they  had  dreams  for  not  doing 
so.    But  they  love  and  venerate  the  great  white  chief." 

"  Will  he  think  so,  when  he  hears  that  his  greatest 
enemy  is  fed  in  the  camp  of  his  children  7   When  he  is  told 
a  bloody  Yengee  smokes  at  your  Are  I   That  the  pale-face' 
who  has  daln  so  many  of  his  IWends,  goes  In  and  out  among 
the  Ddawares  I  Go— my  great  Canada  Father  is  not  a  fool." 


THB  LAST  OF  THB  MOHICANS  817 

••  Whew  ti  tlM  YmflM  that  the  Ddawvw  fear  ?  "  re- 

it  the  mortal  enemy  of  my  great  Father  T  " 
"  La  Longue  Carahlne." 

bete^g,  ^  their  amaiemeiit,  they  now  learnt,  for  the 

rrance,  was  within  their  power. 

••What  does  my  brother  mean?"  demanded  Lo- 
cflBurdur.  to  a  tone  that,  by  iu  wonder,  far  exceeded  the 
Mual  apathy  of  his  race. 

fci.  K^i*""?  "/^f  "•••"  "*»«•<>  Magna  coldly,  leaning 

slight  robe  across  his  tawny  breast.  "  Let  the  Delawares 
count  their  prisoners ;  they  wlU  find  one  whose  skin  Is 
neither  red  nor  pale." 

A  long  and  musing  pause  succeeded.  Then  the  chief 
consulted,  apart,  with  his  companions,  and  messengers  were 
despatched  to  coUect  certain  others  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  the  tribe. 

As  warrior  after  warrior  dropped  In.  they  were  each 
made  acquainted,  in  turn,  with  the  hnportant  Intelligence 
mat  Magna  had  just  communicated.  The  air  of  surprise 
and  the  usual  low,  deep,  guttural  exclamation,  were  common 
lo  them  all.  The  news  spread  from  mouth  to  mouth.  untU 
tiie  whole  encampment  became  powerfuUy  agitated.  The 
r!?'!L,"".?*!?in  *^'*'  *'*°^"'  ^  «**<*  "ch  syUables  as 
JSfK*!::^'?^  !?.'r2"J  "»•  "P'  *'  ">•  consulting  warriors. 
The  boys  deserted  their  sports,  and  walked  fearlessly  amona 
their  fathers,  looked  up  In  curious  admiraUon,  as  they  heard 
the  brief  exclamations  of  wonder  they  so  freely  expressed, 
at  the  tem^ty  of  their  hated  foe.  In  short,  every  occupal 
tion  was  abandoned,  for  the  time ;  and  aU  other  pursuits 
seemed  discarded.  In  order  that  the  tribe  might  freely  n- 
duige,  after  their  own  peculiar  manner.  In  an  open  exores- 
sion  of  their  feelings.  *^     expres- 

Whai  the  excitement  had  a  UtUe  abated,  the  old  men 
•K? l"S  themselves  seriously  to  a  consideration  of  that 
wwch  It  becuat  the  honour  and  safety  of  their  tribe  to 
periorm  under  circumstances  of  so  much  deUcacy  and  em- 

mSJ*S*S?**  ^"^"^  ■"  "***•  movements,  and  In  the 
midst  of  the  general  commoUon.  Magna  had  not  only  main- 
tained his  seat,  but  the  very  atUtude  he  had  originally' 
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taken,  against  the  side  of  the  lodge,  where  he  conUnned  as 
Immovable,  and  apparently  as  unconcerned,  as  if  he  had 
no  interest  in  the  result  Not  a  sln^e  indieation  of  the 
future  intentions  of  his  hosts,  however,  escaped  his  vigilant 
eyes.  With  his  consummate  kno^edge  of  the  nature  of  the 
people  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  he  anticipated  every 
measure  on  which  they  decided ;  and  it  might  almost  be 
said,  that  in  many  instances,  he  knew  theUr  intentions  even 
before  they  became  known  to  themselves. 

The  council  of  the  Delawares  was  short  When  it  was 
ended,  a  general  bustle  announced  that  it  was  to  be  imme- 
diately succeeded  by  a  solemn  and  formal  assemblage  of 
the  nation.  As  suci:  meetings  were  rare,  and  only  called 
on  occasions  of  the  last  importance,  the  subtle  Huron,  who 
still  sat  apart,  a  wily  and  dark  observer  of  the  proceedings, 
now  knew  that  all  his  projects  must  be  brought  to  their 
final  issue.  He  therefore  left  the  lodge,  and  walked  silently 
forth  to  the  place,  in  front  of  the  encampmoit,  whither 
the  warriors  were  already  beginning  to  collect 

It  might  have  been  half  an  hour  before  each  individual, 
including  even  the  women  and  children,  was  in  his  place. 
The  delay  had  been  created  by  the  grave  preparations  that 
were  deemed  necessary  to  so  solemn  and  unusual  a  confer- 
ence. But,  when  the  sun  was  seen  climbing  above  the  tops 
of  that  mountain  against  whose  bosom  the  Delawares  had 
constructed  their  encampment  most  were  seated ;  and  as 
Its  bright  rays  darted  from  behind  the  outline  of  trees  that 
fringed  the  eminence,  they  fell  upon  as  grave,  as  attentive, 
and  as  deeply  interested  a  multitude  as  was  probably  ever 
before  lighted  by  his  monUng  beams.  Its  numbers  some- 
what exceeded  a  thousand  souls. 

In  a  collection  of  such  serious  savages,  there  is  never  to 
be  found  any  impatient  aspirant  after  premature  distinc- 
tion, standing  ready  to  move  his  auditors  to  some  hasty, 
and,  perhaps,  injudicious  discussion.  In  order  that  his  own 
reputetion  may  be  the  gainer.  An  act  of  so  much  pre- 
cipitancy and  presumption  would  seal  the  downfall  of  pre- 
cocious intdlect  tor  ever.  It  rested  solely  with  the  oldest 
and  most  experienced  of  the  men  to  lay  the  subject  of  their 
conference  before  the  people.  Until  such  as  one  chose  to 
make  some  movement,  no  deeds  in  arms,  no  natural  gifts, 
aor  any  renown  as  an  orator,  would  have  Justified  the 
■lightest  interruption.    On  the  present  occasion,  the  aged 
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WMTlor  whose  privilege  it  was  to  spealc,  was  sUent,  secm- 
tagly  oppressed  with  the  iPasnltude  of  his  subject.    The 
dday  had  already  conf-^ued  icng  t?yond  the  usual,  de- 
liberate pause  that  alwt  ys  precedes  a  jonference ;  but  no 
sign  of  ImpaUence,  or  s  rprise,  escap  ;d  even  the  youngest 
boy.   Occasionally,  an  e>  r  w**'!  ra!sed  irom  the  earth,  where 
the  looks  of  most  were  riveted,  and  strayed  towards  a  par- 
ticular lodge,  that  was,  however,  in  no  manner,  distinguished 
from  those  around  It,  except  in  the  peculiar  care  that  had 
been  taken  to  protect  it  against  the  assaults  of  the  weather. 
At  length  one  of  those  low  murmurs  that  are  so  apt  to 
disturb  a  mulUtude  was  heard,  and  the  whole  nation  arose 
to  theh-  feet  by  a  common  Impulse.    At  that  instant  the 
door  of  the  lodge  in  quesUon  opened,  and  three  men  issuing 
from  it,  slowly  approached  the  place  of  consultation.  They 
were  all  aged,  even  beyond  that  period  to  which  the  oldest 
present  had  reached ;   but  one  in  the  centre,  who  leaned 
on  his  companions  for  support,  had  numbered  an  amount 
of  years  to  which  the  human  race  Is  seldom  permitted  to 
attain.    His  frame,  which  had  once  been  tall  and  erect, 
like  the  cedar,  was  now  bending  under  the  pressure  of  more 
than  a  century.  The  elastic,  light  step  of  an  Indian  was 
gone,  and  hi  its  place,  he  was  compeUed  to  toil  his  tardy 
way  over  the  ground,  inch  by  tach.    His  dark,  \»Tinkled 
countenance,  was  in  singular  and  wUd  contrast  with  his  long 
white  locks,  which  floated  on  his  shoulders  in  such  thickness 
as  to  announce  that  generations  had  probably  passed  away 
since  they  had  last  been  shorn. 

The  dress  of  this  patriarch,  for  such,  considering  his 
vast  age,  to  conjunction  with  his  affinity  and  influence  with 
his  people,  he  might  very  properly  be  termed,  was  rich  and 
impostog,  though  stricUy  after  the  shnple  fashions  of  the 
toibe.  His  robe  was  of  the  finest  sktos.  which  had  been 
deprived  of  theh-  fur  in  order  to  admit  of  a  hieroglyphlcal 
representation  of  various  deeds  to  arms,  done  in  former 
ages.  His  bosom  was  loaded  with  medals,  some  to  massive 
silver,  and  one  or  two  even  to  gold,  the  gifts  of  various 
Christian  potentates  during  the  long  period  of  his  life.  He 
also  wore  armlets,  and  ctactures  above  the  ankles,  of  the 
latt«  precious  metal.  His  head,  on  the  whole  of  which 
the  hair  had  been  permitted  to  grow,  the  pursuits  of  war 
havtog  so  long  been  abandoned,  was  endrcled  by  a  sort  of 
•Over  diadem,  which,  to  iU  turn,  bore  lesser  and  more 
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glittering  oraaments,  that  iparided  amid  the  gjlouy  hnet 
of  three  drooping  ostrich  feathen,  dyed  a  deep  black,  in 
toudiing  contrast  to  the  ^tlour  of  his  snow-wliite  loclu. 
His  tomahawlE  was  neariy  uA  in  silver,  and  the  handle  of 
his  knife  shone  like  a  horn  of  solid  gold. 

So  soon  as  the  first  hum  of  emotion  and  pleasure,  which 
the  sudden  appearance  of  this  venerated  individual  created, 
had  a  little  subsided,  the  name  of  "  Tamenund  "  was  whis- 
pered from  mouth  to  mouth.  Magna  had  often  heard  the 
fame  of  this  wise  and  ]ust  Delaware ;  a  reputation  that 
even  proceeded  so  far  as  to  bestow  on  him  the  rare  gift  of 
holding  secret  communion  with  the  Great  Spirit,  and  which 
has  since  transmitted  lUs  name,  with  some  slight  alteration, 
to  the  white  usurpers  of  his  ancient  territory,  as  the  im- 
aginary tutelar  saint*  of  a  vast  empire.  The  Huron  chief 
therefore  stepped  eagerly  out  a  little  from  the  throng,  to 
a  spot  whence  he  might  catch  a  nearer  glimpse  of  the  features 
of  the  man  whose  decision  was  likely  to  produce  so  deep 
an  influence  on  his  own  fortunes. 

The  eyes  of  the  old  man  were  closed,  as  though  the 
organs  were  wearied  with  having  so  long  witnessed  the 
selfish  workings  of  human  passions.  The  colour  of  his  skin 
differed  from  that  of  most  around  him,  being  richer  and 
darker ;  the  latter  hue  having  been  produced  by  certain 
delicate  and  mazy  lines  of  complicated  and  yet  beautiful 
figures,  which  had  been  traced  over  most  of  his  person  by 
the  operation  of  tattooing.  Notwithstanding  the  position 
of  the  Huron,  he  passed  the  observant  and  silent  Magua 
without  notice,  and  leaning  on  his  two  venerable  supporters, 
proceeded  to  the  high  place  of  the  multitude,  where  he 
seated  himself  in  the  centre  of  his  nation,  with  the  dignity 
of  a  monarch,  and  the  air  of  a  father. 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  reverence  and  affection  with 
which  this  unexpected  visit  from  one  who  belonged  rather 
to  another  world  than  to  this,  was  received  by  his  people. 
After  a  suitable  and  decent  pause,  the  principal  chiefs  arose, 
and,  approaching  the  patriarch,  they  placed  his  hands  rever- 
ently on  their  heads,  seeming  to  entreat  a  blessing.  The 
younger  men  were  content  with  touching  his  robe,  or  even 
with  drawing  nigh  his  person,  in  order  to  breathe  in  the 
atmosphere  of  one  so  aged,  so  Just,  and  so  valiant.  None 
but  the  most  distinguished  among  the  youthful  warriors 

•  Stb  TMBBMiy. 
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the  great  men  oj  the  muJUtude  deenUig  It  a  .nffldmt 

•    ♦^"ff  "  '*^**'^  *^®'®y'  *  '^'^  o'  the  young  men.  to  whom 

eSt"^"?'?'*'  *''^*"  ^^^^P*^''^'*  by  one  Of  the  aged  a" 
tcndants  of  Tamenund,  arose,  left  the  crowd,  and  entered 
the  lodge  which  has  already  been  noted  as  the  oWec^^^^^^ 
mf„^.'^.f "*""°°  throughout  that  morning      Ta  few 

caused  ^ThL'^Tnr'**'  '^'°'""«  "^*  ^'«^^^"«'»  ^ho  had 
fuS^pnf   ■??     °^T°  Preparations  towards  the  seat  of 

had^?ri.I?',»T^°P'^'^  *"  « '"»•'  «"<»  ^hen  the  party 
belt  olf  huSI^'i  5°"^  ^"  ^«'^"'  '°""^"8  a  large  and  den^ 
belt  of  human  bodies,  arranged  in  an  open  circle. 


CH/^PTER  XXIX 

7'u?f*'?^'y  ««*ed.  'Wing  o'er  the  rest, 
AeluUei  thus  the  king  of  men  address'd. 

Pope'a  Homer. 

h«-^°"^  Stood  foremost  amongst  the  prisoners,  entwlnlnc 
her  arms  In  those  of  Alice.  In  the  fondest  tendernew  of 
sisterly  love.  Notwithstanding  the  fearful  and  menaJlna 
array  of  savages  on  every  side  of  her,  no  appreheTsfon  on 
her  own  account  could  prevent  the  noble-mhided  msJden 
from  keeping  her  eyes  fastened  on  the  pale  and  anxious 

^^TJ^  1  T}"^^^  '^''''  ^^'^  a^  '^'^  »We  stood 
Heyward,  with  an  Interest  In  both,  that,  at  such  a  moment 
of  Intense  uncertainty,  scarcely  knew  a  preponder^S  ?n 
favour  of  her  whom  he  most  loved.    Hawk-eye  haniaceS 

rink'nf  1.f '"'  '"  '^'  ""^'  ^^^^  -  ^«f"*°<^e  t^the  superior 
rank  of  his  companions  that  no  similarity  In  the  state  of 
their  present  fortunes  could  Induce  him  to  Srget  Unc^ 
was  not  among  them.  *^    ^"^" 
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When  perfect  tflenoe  was  again  restored,  and  after  the 
usual  long,  impressive  pause,  one  of  the  two  aged  chiefs, 
who  sat  at  the  side  of  Uie  patriarch,  arose,  and  denuuided, 
aloud,  in  very  intdligible  English — 

"  Which  of  my  prisoners  is  la  Longue  Carabine  ?  " 

Neither  Duncan  nor  the  scout  made  any  answer.  The 
former,  however,  glanced  his  eyes  around  the  dark  and 
silent  assembly,  and  recoiled  apace,  when  they  fell  on  the 
malignant  visage  of  Magua.  He  saw,  at  once,  that  this 
wfly  savage  had  some  secret  agency  in  their  present  arraign- 
ment before  the  nation,  and  determined  to  throw  every 
possible  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  bis 
sinister  plans.  He  had  witnessed  one  instance  of  the  sum- 
mary punishment  of  the  Indians,  and  now  dreaded  that  his 
companion  was  to  be  selected  for  a  second.  In  this  dilemma, 
with  little  or  no  time  for  reflection,  he  suddenly  determined 
to  doak  his  invaluable  friend,  at  any  or  every  hazard  to 
hhnself.  Before  he  had  time,  however,  to  speak,  the  ques- 
tion was  repeated  in  a  louder  voice,  and  with  a  dearer 
utterance. 

"  Give  us  arms,"  the  young  man  haughtily  replied, "  and 
place  us  in  yonder  woods.   Our  deeds  shall  speak  for  us  I  " 

"  This  is  the  warrior  whose  name  has  filled  our  ears  I  " 
returned  the  chief,  regarding  Heyward  with  that  sort  of 
curious  interest,  which  seems  inseparable  from  man,  when 
first  beholding  one  of  his  fellows,  to  whom  merit  or  accident, 
virtue  or  crime,  has  given  notoriety.  "  What  has  brought 
the  white  man  into  the  camp  of  the  Ddawares  ?  " 

"  My  necessities.    I  come  for  food,  shdter,  and  friends." 

"  It  cannot  be.  The  woods  are  full  of  game.  The  head 
of  a  warrior  needs  no  other  shelter  than  a  sky  without 
douds,  and  the  Delawares  are  the  enemies  and  not  the 
friends  of  the  Yengeese.  Go — ^yoiir  mouth  has  spoken,  while 
your  heart  has  said  nothing." 

Duncan,  a  little  at  a  loss  in  what  manner  to  proceed, 
remained  silent ;  but  the  scout,  who  bad  listened  atten- 
tivdy  to  all  that  passed,  now  advanced  boldly  to  the  front, 
and  assumed  the  task  of  explaining. 

"  That  I  did  not  answer  to  the  call  for  la  Longue  Cara- 
bine was  not  owing  either  to  shame  or  fear,"  he  said; 
"  for  neither  one  nor  the  other  is  the  gift  of  an  honest  man. 
But  I  do  not  admit  the  right  of  the  Mingoes  to  bestow  a 
name  on  one,  whose  friends  have  been  mindful  of  his  gifts, 
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?ei?^'e?S?g«:4S^^";^  ^  «"•«•;  •  kin- 

am  the maS.  hJwever  S^tlJ t h""*''  *"**  "^  «»'«'>'"••    ' 
my  kin;  the  coTp^Ji^^t  o,  hIJSc'^^^ 
who  Uve  on  their  own  Hver-a^^^'ifT  'J*  Del.wares. 
presumed  to  style  the"  I  on  a  ha.  .  ^^  ""•  Iroquois  have 
from  h,m  who  ir^ost'conc^m^S  1^  TSt:?^.  ""^'^ 

towards  the  ?St!  Ir^n  ?rame  nT  '^7'^*  °"  ^^'  '"»'«»'• 
so  distinguished  fn  appenaUon  V^LT  ''T"'^*'  '* 
markable  that  there  shou  d  be  fiund  JSn  Ik  "°  *^'^'*  "" 
to  claim  so  creat  an  hnnn„» .  V  .  ^^°  ^'^^  "^^^  '^'ng 
were  not  nnC^^lX^^e  ^^^^^^^^^  ""^ 

pether  material  to  the  lust  pn!i  ..        '.  ^"'  *'  ^"*  «**«" 

Delawares  that  th'eii'thi^u^d  ^e^nr^uU^t ^h^mV* 
Some  of  their  old  men  consult^H  fn^Jf^     .       "*  matter. 

exdalmS  D?nc^  si7^«^'"'^%^'^'^  ^«^Wng  of  a  wolf  ?  » 
tions  Of  hU  St  iT  CdoTnevS  u'  T."^''^' 
was  a  wolf  known  to  speak  the  A>^''  ""'  ^"*  ^^''- 

Ing^e^^ersit^ril^rafnlS'^l^^^^^^ 

turned  away  In  sUentdisdflfn!?.n       P'*^®"*"*  «'  mind,  he 

of  the  IndlLT;S  nS  fauTo  e?JSc?''ti''"'*?^'«««*^"y 
the  point  In  controvert?  SI  »«.l  f  ?  '^*  ""^^  "«^ts  of 
another  short  coVsSon  ?hl  w«^'  ?f  f '^*'* '  '°^'  a'**' 
him  again,  and  e^^pre?^^^^^^  t°™ed  to 

hlsfri^^d?r:;^/?i%^^S»-^'^  ""<« 

the  truth.    Glve^mv  nH«f?         ^°^  **^»'  ^«  h«»  spoken 
Which  1.  tee  man."^  ^'*'°"''"  «""»'  «"^  i«t  them  pwve 

^npz:^^^  sr sT  o^hSf"*'  --^^^^  ^^  -« 

and  made  a  gesture  of  aca^i™n.^      I."'  *  «>mpliment, 

veracity  should  be  supporSTrs^  L^^^^^  '^«'  '^'» 

the  scout   The  weapor,  were  fnV«nm?'"i""'''"«»  "• 
ca*»ons  were  instantly  placed  In  the  hands 
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of  the  friendly  opponents,  and  they  were  bid  to  Arc  over 
the  heads  of  the  seated  multitude,  at  an  enrthen  vessel, 
which  lay,  by  accident,  on  a  stump,  some  fifty  yards  from 
the  place  where  they  stood. 

Heyward  smiled  to  himself,  at  the  idea  of  such  a  com- 
petition with  the  scout,  though  he  determined  to  persevere 
in  the  deception,  until  apprised  of  the  designs  of  Magua. 
Raising  Ills  rifle,  then,  with  the  utmost  care,  and  renewing 
his  aim  three  several  times,  he  fired.  The  bullet  cut  tlie 
wood  within  a  few  inches  of  the  vessel,  and  a  general  ex- 
clamation of  satisfaction  announced  that  the  shot  was  con- 
sidered a  singular  proof  of  great  skill  in  the  use  of  the 
weapon.  Even  Hawk-eye  nodded  his  head,  as  if  he  would 
say,  it  was  better  than  he  had  expected.  But  Instead  of 
manifesting  an  intention  to  contend  with  the  successful 
marksman,  he  stood  leaning  on  his  rifle  for  more  than  a 
minute,  like  a  man  who  was  completely  buried  in  deep 
thought.  From  this  reverie  he  was,  however,  speedUy  awak- 
ened, by  one  of  the  young  Indians  who  had  furnished  the 
arms,  and  who  now  touched  his  shoulder,  saying,  in  ex- 
ceedingly broken  English — 

"  Can  the  pale-face  beat  it  ?  " 

"  Yes,  Huron  I  "  exclaimed  the  scout,  raising  his  short 
rifle  in  his  right  hand,  and  shaking  it  at  Magua,  with  as 
much  apparent  ease  as  though  it  were  a  reed ;  "  yes,  Huron, 
I  could  strike  you  now,  and  no  power  on  'arth  could  pre- 
vent the  deed  !  The  soaring  hawk  is  not  more  certain  of 
the  dove,  than  I  am  this  moment  of  you,  did  I  choose  to 
send  a  bullet  to  your  heart  I  Why  should  I  not  ?  Why  I 
— ^because  the  gifts  of  my  colour  forbid  it,  and  I  might 
draw  d9wn  evil  on  tender  and  Innocent  heads  I  If  you 
know  such  a  thing  as  God,  thank  him,  therefore,  in  your 
inward  soul — ^for  you  have  reason  I  " 

The  flushed  countenance,  angry  eye,  and  swelling  figure 
of  the  scout,  produced  a  sensation  of  secret  awe  in  all  that 
heard  him.  The  Ddawares  held  their  breath  in  intense 
expectation ;  but  Magua  himself,  even  while  he  distrusted 
the  forbearance  of  his  enemy,  remained  as  immovable  and 
calm,  where  he  stood,  wedged  In  by  the  crowd,  as  though 
he  grew  to  the  fatal  spot. 

"  Beat  It,"  repeated  the  young  Delaware,  at  the  elbovr 
of  the  scout. 

••  Beat  what,  fool  T — What ! "  exclaimed  Hawk-eye,  still 
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ri-x5  r^r  S':  ~ = 

"  It  was  all  a  chance  I  "  he  ezcIaimnH  •«  ««-- 
without  an  aim  I  "  exaaimcd,     none  can  shoot 

y.u  to  b,;  h  £^.  S^^r-."""""  """'  "ta  •««! 

.tubbo:?s.wCtJ5°di;7v.«?tr^ri  r?'™ «» 
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This  time  the  teont  seized  the  rifle  with  avidity ;  bot 
had  Magua,  though  he  watched  the  movement  of  the  marks- 
man with  Jealoas  eyes,  any  further  cause  of  apprehension. 

"  Now  let  it  be  proved,  in  the  face  of  tlUs  tribe  of  Dela- 
w.  ires,  who  Is  the  I>etter  man,"  cried  the  scont,  tapping  the 
butt  of  his  piece  with  that  flnger  which  had  pulled  so  many 
fatal  triggers.  "  You  see  the  gourd  hanging  against  yonder 
tree,  Major ;  If  you  are  a  marksman  fit  for  the  borders, 
let  me  find  that  you  can  break  Its  shell ! " 

Duncan  noted  the  object,  and  prepared  himself  to  renew 
the  trial.  The  gourd  was  one  of  the  usual  little  vessels 
used  by  the  Indians,  and  was  suspended  fh>m  a  dead  branch 
of  a  small  pine,  by  a  thong  of  deer-skin,  at  the  fuU  distance 
of  a  hundred  yards.  So  strangely  compounded  is  the  feeling 
of  self-love,  that  the  young  soldier,  whfle  he  knew  the  utter 
worthlessness  of  the  suffrages  of  his  savage  umpires,  forgot 
the  sudden  motives  of  the  contest.  In  wish  to  excel.  It 
has  been  seen,  already,  that  his  skill  was  far  from  being 
contemptible,  and  he  now  resolved  to  put  forth  its  nicest 
qualities.  Had  his  life  depended  on  the  issue,  the  aim  of 
Duncan  could  not  have  been  more  deliberate  and  guarded. 
He  flred ;  and  three  or  four  young  Indians,  who  spran<7 
forward  at  the  report,  announced,  with  a  shout,  that  the 
ball  was  in  the  tree,  a  very  little  on  one  side  of  Uie  proper 
object.  The  warriors  uttered  a  common  ejaculation  of 
pleasure,  and  then  turned  their  yes  inquiringly  on  the 
movements  of  his  rival. 

"  It  may  do  for  the  Royal  Americans  !  "  said  Hawk-eye, 
laughing  once  more  in  his  own  silent,  heartfelt  manner; 
"  but  had  my  gun  often  turned  so  much  from  the  true  line, 
many  a  martin,  whose  skin  is  hi  a  lady's  mnfl,  would  now 
be  in  the  woods  ;  ay,  and  many  a  bloody  Mingo,  who  has 
duptaied  to  his  final  account,  would  be  acting  his  deviltries 
at  tkH  very  day,  atween  the  provinces.  I  hope  the  squaw 
who  •wns  the  gourd,  has  more  of  them  In  her  wigwam, 
for  this  wffl  never  hdd  water  again  I  " 

The  scout  had  shook  his  priming,  and  cocked  his  piece 
whUe  speaking ;  and,  as  he  ended,  he  tlu*ew  back  a  foot, 
and  dowly  raised  the  muzrie  from  the  earth.  The  motion 
was  rteady,  unifona,  and  bi  one  direction.  When  on  a 
perfect  level,  it  remained  for  a  sin^e  moment  without 
tremor  ot  variation,  as  though  both  man  and  rifle  were 
carved  in  stone.    During  that  stationary  instant,  it  poured 
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'X^Tz^  b.'-'n'Sia'^rr  ^:rs\*«rj; 

U..  gourd,  to.U.1  o    Sn^U"  »*JS''h"'1''"''' 
pertecUy  nndliturbcd  hv  Jk.  X.i  J    ""'™''<'  Hawk-eye, 

to«theg.„'S^«X'?e.?'A''i:i^.'°"<^^"-!'''* 
eiulUng  shout.  disDlavIni,  .  k-i.  ■    ..    L  "''  '''*'''  *"■'  •" 

been  cJt  by  the  buSeP.?,,  "'J  '°,"'  ''?"'"»•  "W*  taa 

"Why  did  you  wish  to  stop  mv  tan ? "  h.  -i^     ^ 
dressing  Duncan  •    "  am  th.  n«.  7     °*  '■*<*»  «<*' 

the  nauvei  "*  **  '^'''"  ""  ««<«Uve  language  ol 

confronted  to  thenrt7«™  u     ,"**  *=*'*^«'  ^^e"  »»«  "tood 
umea  to  the  prisoners,  he  placed  himself  in  an  atUtude 


I 
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to  speak.  Before  opening  hit  mouth,  however,  he  bent  Ms 
eyes  slowly  along  the  whole  living  boundary  of  earnest 
faces,  as  if  to  temper  his  expressions  to  the  capacities  of 
his  audience.  On  Hawk-eye  he  cast  a  ^ance  of  respectful 
enmity ;  on  Duncan,  a  look  of  Inextinguishable  hatred ; 
the  shrinking  figure  of  Alice,  he  scarcely  deigned  to  noUce ; 
but  when  his  glance  met  the  firm,  commanding,  and  yet 
lovely  form  of  Cora,  his  eye  lingered  a  moment,  with  an 
expression  that  It  might  have  been  difficult  to  define.  Then, 
filled  with  his  own  dark  intentions,  he  spoke  In  the  language 
of  the  Canadas,  a  tongue  that  he  well  knew  was 
comprehended  by  most  of  his  auditors. 

"  The  Spirit  that  made  men  coloured  them  differently," 
commenced  the  subtle  Huron.  "  Some  are  blacker  than 
the  sluggish  bear.  These  he  said  should  be  slaves ;  and  tie 
ordered  them  to  work  for  ever,  like  the  beaver.  You  may 
hear  them  groan,  when  the  south  winds  blow,  louder  than 
the  lowing  buffaloes,  along  the  shores  of  the  great  salt 
water,  .-.-here  the  big  canoes  come  and  go  with  them  in 
drcve.'.  Some  he  made  with  faces  paler  than  the  ermine 
of  the  forests,  and  these  he  ordered  to  be  traders ;  dogs 
to  their  women,  and  wolves  to  their  slaves.  He  gave  this 
people  the  nature  of  the  pigeon ;  wings  that  never  tire  ; 
young,  more  plentiful  than  the  leaves  on  the  trees,  and  ap- 
petites to  devour  the  earth.  He  gave  them  tongues  like 
the  false  call  of  the  wild  cat ;  hearts  like  rabbits ;  the  cun- 
ning of  the  hog  (but  none  of  the  fox),  and  arms  longer  than 
the  legs  of  the  moose.  With  his  tongue,  he  stops  the  ears 
of  the  Indians ;  his  heart  teaches  him  to  pay  warriors  to 
fight  his  battles ;  his  cunning  tells  hhn  how  to  get  togetlier 
the  goods  of  the  earth  ;  and  his  arms  enclose  the  land,  from 
the  shores  of  the  salt  water,  to  the  islands  of  the  great  lake. 
His  gluttony  makes  him  sick.  God  gave  hhn  enough,  and 
yet  he  wants  all.    Such  are  the  pale-faces. 

"  Some  the  Great  Spirit  made  with  skins  brighter  and 
redder  than  yonder  sun,"  continued  Magua,  pointing  im- 
pressively upward  to  the  lurid  luminary,  which  was  strug- 
gling through  the  misty  atmosphere  of  the  horizon ;  "  and 
these  did  he  fashion  to  his  own  mhid.  He  gave  them  this 
island  as  he  had  made  it,  covered  with  trees  and  filled  with 
game.  The  wind  made  their  clearings ;  the  sun  and  rain 
ripened  their  fruits ;  and  the  snows  came  to  tell  them  to 
be  thankful.    What  need  had  they  of  roadr.  to  Journey  by  ? 


and 
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t^J^ilTin"!^"^  ?•  ***"•  *  ^'^  "»•  »>«»vcni  worked. 
S21  rj  *"  ^^'^  •**■?•»  "**  ^"^^^  «»•  The  Wind.  cooS 
them  In  summer;   in  winter  skins  kept  them  warm     M 

wS  mef  ^-rri  "^T*^""'  1*  ^"  *«  prov.TK?they 
WCTemen,    They  were  brave ;  they  were  just ;  they  weiJ 

Here  the  speaker  paused,  and  again  looked  around  him. 

li^tSr  hI'^?*  ^'«*"**  l"^  '°"**'»  "»•  .ympalhies  of  h"' 
h!iH.^.M  "'i  everywhere  with  eyes  riveted  on  his  own. 
heads  erect,  and  nostrils  expanded  as  though  each  InX 
vidual  present  felt  himself  able  and  wiUlng,  sJngly  it 
redress  the  wrongs  of  his  race.  ^^' 

.Kn!I  "  ^mI^*"**'  ^P*^*  8ave  different  tongues  to  his  red 
It  was  that  aU  animals  might  understand  them.    Some 

w.  h!    r*?*  "*•  •"°^'''  ^"»  ^^^  «o"»ln  the  bear 
Some  he  placed  near  the  selUng  sun,  on  the  road  to  the 

happy  hunUng-grounds.    Some  on  the  lands  around  the 
£  «L   S  ''**T' '  **"*  *<»  ^*»  8"*^"t  and  most  beloved, 
tne  name  of  this  favoured  people  ?  " 
In  a'brerih.  ""*  ^^''^^'' '  "  *''*^^'"*'^  *^«nty  eager  voices 

to  bidTu  ?.*  H  ?°*  Lenapc,"  returned  Magua,  affecting 
to  bend  his  head  in  reverence  to  their  former  greatness 

wa  JtL'?'  '^"u"'  *^.*  ^*"«P*  '  ^^  •«»  roseTom  tLe 
Tv.^  MH  J"  ffl'  '"**  ^''^  *"  ^«*«'  "»«t  ^«»  sweet  and 

Hurnnnf  tH^**"/'f^  ^^'^^  *y"-      ^"^  Why  should  I.  a 

mv?.m^nH^H^^^!?.^'1'*P"°^^  ^^^^'  °^°  traditions  ? 
fh?i^  T?"*  ^.t!".°'  "***'  ^"^"'■^«»  J  their  ancient  greatness ; 
th^liw'    *^«?8lory;    their  happiness-thelr  losses 

wh^ho^*"  '.**^S'  ™*»*'^  '    ^»  '^«'«  °ot  one  among  them 
who  has  seen  It  aU,  and  who  knows  it  to  be  true  ?    I  ha^ 
done.    My  tongue  is  stiU.  but  my  ears  are  open." 
o«^    ..       ^^f"*  °^  ****  speaker  suddenly  ceased,  every  face 
and  aU  eyes  turned,  by  a  common  movement,  towwds  the 

h«i  ?-^f^'  ^°f  *?**  •^^'^y  ■  •*«"  °'  ***•  wcaped  him.  He 
tSf  n^.  •  *'*°l*"  '••bleness,  and  apparenUy  uScon«dous  of 
the  presence  he  was  In,  during  the  whole  of  that^Sng 

established.    At  the  nicely  graduated  sounds  of  Magua'. 
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T^M,  however,  he  had  betrayed  tome  evM«nre  of  con- 
■dousaeM,  and  once  or  twice  he  had  even  raided  hit  heud 
as  If  to  Uiten.  But  when  the  crafty  Huron  ipoke  of  hU 
nation  by  name,  the  eyclidi  of  the  old  man  raUed  them- 
idvee,  and  he  looked  out  on  the  multitude,  with  that  tort 
of  dull,  unmeaning  expression,  which  might  be  supposed  **> 
belong  to  the  countenance  of  a  spectre. 

Then  he  made  an  effort  to  rise,  and  being  upheld  by  his 
•opporters,  he  gained  his  feet  in  a  posture  commanding  by 
(ts  dignity,  while  he  tottered  with  weakness. 

"  Who  calls  upon  the  children  of  the  Lenape  ?  "  he  said, 
In  a  deep,  guttural  voice,  that  was  rendered  awfully  audible 
by  the  breathless  silence  of  the  multitude ;  "  who  speaks 
of  things  gone  J  Does  not  the  egg  become  a  worm— the 
worm  a  fly— and  perish  ?  Why  tell  the  Delawares  of  good 
that  is  post  T  BetUr  thank  the  Manltto  for  that  which 
remains." 

"  It  U  a  Wyandot,"  said  Magua,  stepptaig  nigher  to  the 
rude  platform  on  which  the  oUier  stood ;  "  a  friend  of 
Tamenund." 

"  A  friend  I  "  repeated  the  sage,  on  whose  brow  a  dark 
frown  settled,  tanparting  a  portion  of  that  severity,  which 
had  rendered  his  eye  so  terrible  in  middle  age—"  Are  tlie 
Mingoes  rulers  of  the  earth  ?    NVhat  brings  a  Huron  here  "i  " 

"  Justice.  His  prisoners  are  with  his  brothers,  and  be 
comes  for  his  own." 

Tamenund  turned  his  head  towards  one  of  his  sup- 
porters, and  listened  to  the  short  explanation  the  man  gave. 
Then  facing  the  applicant,  he  regarded  him  a  moment  ^itli 
deep  attention ;  after  wliich,  he  said,  in  a  low  and  reluctant 

voice — 

"  Justice  is  the  law  of  the  Great  Manltto.  My  chOdren, 
give  the  stranger  food.    Then,  Huron,  take  thine  own  and 

depart" 

On  the  delivery  of  this  solemn  Judgment  the  patriarch 
seated  himself,  and  closed  his  eyes  again,  as  if  better  pleased 
with  the  bnages  of  his  own  ripened  experience  than  with 
the  visible  objects  of  the  worid.  Against  such  a  decree, 
there  was  no  Delaware  sufDciently  hardy  to  murmur,  much 
less  oppose  hinuelf.  The  words  were  barely  uttered,  when 
four  or  Ave  of  the  younger  warriors  stepping  behind  Hey  ward 
and  the  .cout,  passed  thongs  so  dexterously  and  rapidly 
•round  their  arms,  as  to  hold  them  both  In  instant  bondage. 
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Th«  form«r  wu  too  mneb  «igrott«d  with  hit  proelouf  Mid 
nearly  InseiuU)!*  burden,  to  b«  awaro  of  their  Intentions 
before  they  wore  executed ;  and  the  latter,  who  considered 
even  the  hostile  tribes  of  the  Delawares  a  superior  race  of 
beings,  submitted  without  resistance.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  manner  of  the  scout  would  not  have  been  so  passive, 
had  he  fully  comprehended  the  language  In  which  the  pro* 
ceding  dialogue  had  been  conducted. 

Magna  cast  a  look  of  triumph  around  the  whole  assero> 
bly,  before  he  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  purpose. 
Perceiving  that  the  men  were  unable  to  offer  any  resist- 
ance, he  turned  his  looks  on  her  he  valued  most  Cora 
met  his  gaze  with  an  eye  so  calm  and  firm,  that  his  resolu- 
tion wavered.  Then  recollecting  his  former  artifice,  he 
raised  Alice  from  the  arms  of  the  warrior,  against  whom 
she  leaned,  and  beckoning  Hey  ward  to  follow,  he  motioned 
for  the  encircling  crowd  to  open.  But  Cora,  instead  of 
obeying  the  hnpulse  be  had  expected,  rushed  to  the 
feet  of  the  patriarch,  and  raising  her  voice,  exclaimed 
aloud — 

"Just  and  venerable  Delaware,  on  thy  wisdom  and 
power  we  lean  for  mercy  I  Be  deaf  to  yonder  artful  and 
remorseless  monster,  who  poisons  thy  ears  with  falsehoods 
to  feed  bis  thirst  for  blood.  Thou,  that  hast  lived  long, 
and  that  hast  seen  the  evil  of  the  worid,  should  know  how 
to  temper  its  calamities  to  the  miserable." 

The  eyes  of  the  old  man  opened  heavily,  and  he  once 
more  looked  upward  at  the  multitude.  As  the  full  piercing 
tones  of  the  suppliant  swelled  on  his  ears,  they  moved 
slowly  In  the  direction  of  her  person,  and  finally  settled 
there,  In  a  steady,  riveted  gaze.  Cora  had  cast  herself  to 
her  knees,  and  with  hands  clenched  In  each  other  and 
pressed  upon  her  bosom,  she  remained  like  a  beauteous  and 
breathing  model  of  her  sex,  looking  up  into  his  faded  but 
majestic  countenance  with  a  species  of  holy  reverence. 
Gradually  the  expression  of  Tamenund's  features  changed, 
and  losing  their  vacancy  in  admiration,  they  lighted  with 
a  portion  of  their  intelligence,  which,  a  century  before,  had 
been  wont  to  communicate  bis  youthful  fire  to  the  extensive 
bands  of  the  Delawares.  Rising  without  assistance,  and 
seemingly  without  an  effort,  he  demanded.  In  a  voice  that 
startled  its  auditors  by  its  firmness — 

"Wbat^vt  ttMHi?'« 
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"  A  woman.  One  of  a  hated  race.  If  thou  wilt — a  Yengee. 
But  one  who  has  never  harmed  thee,  and  who  cannot  harm 
thy  people  if  she  would  ;  who  asks  for  succour." 

"  Tell  me,  my  children,"  continued  the  patriarch, 
hoarsely,  motioning  to  those  around  him,  though  his  eyes 
still  dwelt  upon  the  kneeling  form  of  Cora,  "  where  have 
the  Ddawares  camped  ?  " 

"  In  the  mountains  of  the  Iroquois ;  beyond  the  clear 
springs  of  the  Horican." 

"  Many  parching  summers  are  come  and  gone,"  con- 
tinued the  sage,  "  since  I  drank  of  the  waters  of  my  own 
river.  The  children  of  Miquon  are  the  Justest  white  men  ; 
but  they  were  thirsty,  and  they  took  it  to  themselves. 
Do  they  follow  us  so  far  ?  " 

"  We  follow  none ;  we  covet  nothing,"  answered  the 
ardent  Cora.  "  Captives  against  our  wills  have  we  been 
brought  amongst  you ;  and  we  ask  but  permission  to  depart 
to  our  own,  in  peace.  Art  thou  not  Tamenund — the  father 
— the  Judge — I  had  almost  said,  the  prophet — of  this 
people  ?  " 

"  I  am  Tamenund,  of  many  days." 

"'Tis  now  some  seven  years  that  one  of  thy  people 
was  at  the  mercy  of  a  white  chief,  on  the  borders  of  this 
province.  He  claimed  to  be  of  the  blood  of  the  good  and 
just  Tamenund.  '  Go,'  said  the  white  man, '  for  thy  parent's 
sake,  thou  art  free.'  Dost  thou  remember  the  name  of 
that  En^sh  warrior  ?  " 

"  I  remember,  that  when  a  laughing  boy,"  returned  the 
patriarch,  with  a  peculiar  recollection  of  vast  age,  "  I  stood 
upon  the  sands  of  the  seashore,  and  saw  a  big  canoe  with 
wings  whiter  than  the  swan's  and  wider  than  many  eagles, 
come  from  the  rising  sun  " — 

"  Nay,  nay ;  I  speak  not  of  a  time  so  very  distant  ; 
but  of  favour  shown  to  thy  kindred  by  one  of  mine,  within 
the  memory  of  thy  youngest  warrior." 

"  Was  it  when  the  Yengeese  and  the  Dutchemanne 
fought  for  the  hunting-grounds  of  the  Delawares  ?  Then 
Tamenund  was  a  chief,  and  first  laid  aside  the  bow  for  the 
lightning  of  the  pale-faces  " — 

"  Nor  yet  then,"  hitermpted  Cora  again,  "  by  many 
ages ;  I  speak  of  a  thing  of  yesterday.  Surely,  surely,  you 
forget  it  not  T  " 

"  It  was  but  yesterday,"  rejoined  the  aged  man,  with 
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•  touching  pnthos  in  Iiis  lioUow  voice,  "  that  the  children 
of  the  Lenape  were  masters  of  the  world  I  The  fishes  of 
the  salt  lake,  the  birds,  the  beasts  and  the  Mengwe  of  the 
woods,  owned  them  for  Sagamores." 

Cora  bowed  her  head  in  the  anguish  of  disappointment, 
and,  for  a  bitter  moment,  struggled  with  her  chagrin.  Then 
elevating  her  rich  features  and  beaming  eyes,  she  con- 
tinued, in  tones  scarcely  less  penetrating  than  the  un- 
earthly voice  of  the  patriarch  himself. 

"  Tell  me,  is  Tamenund  a  father  ?  " 

The  old  man  looked  down  upon  her,  from  his  elevated 
stand,  with  a  benignant  smile  on  his  wasted  countenance, 
and  then  casting  his  eyes  slowly  over  the  whole  assemblage, 
he  answered — 

"  Of  a  naUon." 

"  For  myself  I  ask  nothing.  Like  thee  and  thine,  vener- 
able  chief,"  she  continued,  pressing  her  hands  convulsively 
on  her  heart,  and  suffering  her  head  to  droop,  until  her 
burning  cheeks  were  nearly  concealed  in  the  maze  of  dark, 
glossy  tresses  that  fell  in  disorder  upon  her  shoulders,  "  the 
curse  of  my  ancestors  has  fallen  heavily  on  their  child. 
But  yonder  is  one  who  has  never  known  the  weight  of 
Heaven's  displeasure  until  now.  She  is  the  daughter  of  an 
old  and  failing  man,  whose  days  are  near  their  close.  She 
has  many,  very  many,  to  love  her,  and  delight  in  her ;  and 
she  is  too  good,  much  too  precious,  to  become  the  victim 
of  that  viUaln." 

"  I  know  that  the  pale-faces  are  a  proud  and  hungry 
race.  I  know  that  they  claim,  not  only  to  have  the  earth, 
but  that  the  meanest  of  their  colour  is  better  than  the 
Sachems  of  the  red  man.  The  dogs  and  crows  of  their 
tribes,"  continued  the  earnest  old  chieftain,  without  heed- 
ing the  wounded  spirit  of  his  listener,  whose  head  was  nearly 
crushed  to  the  earth  In  shame,  as  he  proceeded,  "  would 
bark  and  caw,  before  they  would  take  a  woman  to  their 
wigwams,  whose  blood  was  not  of  the  colour  of  snow.  But 
let  them  not  boast  t-sfore  the  face  of  the  Manitto  too  loud. 
They  entered  the  land  at  the  rising,  and  may  yet  go  off 
at  the  setting  sun  I  I  have  often  seen  the  locusts  strip 
the  leaves  from  the  trees,  but  the  season  of  blossoms  has 
always  come  again  t  " 

"  It  is  so,"  said  Cora,  drawing  a  long  breath,  as  If  re- 
viving from  a  trance,  raising  her  face,  and  shaking  back  her 
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shining  veil,  with  a  kindling  eye  that  contradicted  the 
death-UIce  paleness  of  her  countenance ;  "  but  why — it  is 
not  permitted  us  to  inquire.  There  is  yet  one  of  thine  own 
people,  who  has  not  been  brought  before  thee ;  before  thou 
lettest  the  Huron  depart  in  triumph,  hear  him  speak." 

Observing  Tamenund  to  look  about  him  doubtingly,  one 
of  his  companions  said — 

"  It  is  a  snake — a  red  skin  in  the  pay  of  the  Yengeese. 
We  keep  him  for  the  torture."  , 

"  Let  him  come,"  returned  the  sage. 

Then  Tamenund  once  more  sunk  into  his  seat,  and  a 
•Hence  so  deep  prevailed,  wliile  the  young  man  prepared  to 
obey  his  simple  mandate,  that  the  leaves  which  fluttered 
in  the  draught  of  the  light  morning  air,  were  distinctly 
beard  rustling  in  the  surrounding  forest. 


CHAPTER  XXX 

If  yoa  deny  me,  fie  npon  your  law  I 

There  ia  no  force  in  the  decrees  of  Venice : 

I  itand  for  judgment :  answer ;  shall  I  have  it  T 

Merchant  of  FeniM. 

The  sUence  continued  unbroken  by  human  sounds  for 
many  anxious  minutes.  Then  the  waving  multitude  opened, 
and  shut  again,  and  Uncas  stood  environed  by  the  living 
circle.  All  those  eyes  which  had  been  curiously  studying; 
the  lineaments  of  the  sage,  as  the  source  of  their  own  ii° 
tclligence,  turned  on  the  instant,  and  were  now  bent  in 
secret  admiration  on  the  erect,  agile,  and  faultless  person 
of  the  captive  ;  but  neither  the  presence  in  which  he  found 
himself,  nor  the  exclusive  attention  that  he  attracted,  in 
any  manner  disturbed  the  self-possession  of  the  young 
Mohican.  He  cast  a  deliberate  and  observing  look  on  every 
side  of  him,  meeting  the  settled  expression  of  hostility,  that 
lowered  hi  the  visage  of  the  chiefs,  with  the  same  calmness 
as  the  curious  gaze  of  the  attentive  children.  But  when, 
last,  in  his  keen  and  haughty  scrutiny,  the  person  of 
Tamenund  came  under  his  glance,  his  eye  became  as  fixed 
as  though  all  other  objects  were  already  forgotten.    Then 
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ftdvandng,  with  a  slow  and  noiseless  step,  op  the  area,  he 
placed  himself  immediately  be/ore  the  footstool  of  the  sage. 
Here  he  stood  unnoted,  though  Iceenly  observant  himself* 
until  one  of  the  chiefs  apprised  the  latter  of  his  presence. 

"  With  what  tongue  does  the  prisoner  speak  to  the 
Manitto  7  "  demanded  the  patriarch,  without  unclosing  his 
eyes. 

"  Like  his  fathers,"  Uncas  replied ;  "  with  the  tongue 
of  a  Delaware." 

At  this  sudden  and  unexpected  annunciation,  a  low, 
fierce  yell  ran  through  the  multitude,  that  might  not  inaptly 
be  compared  to  the  growl  of  a  lion,  as  his  choler  is  first 
awakened — a  fearful  omen  of  the  weight  of  his  future  anger. 
The  effect  was  equally  strong  on  the  sage,  though  differently 
exhibited.  He  passed  a  hand  before  his  eyes,  as  if  to  exclude 
the  least  evidence  of  so  shameful  a  spectacle,  while  he  re- 
peated, in  his  low  and  deeply  guttural  tones,  the  '  ords  he 
had  Just  heard. 

"  A  Delaware  I  I  have  lived  to  see  the  tribes  of  the 
Lenape  driven  from  their  councU  fires,  and  scattered  like 
broken  herds  of  deer  among  the  hills  of  the  Iroquois  t  1 
have  seen  the  hatchets  of  a  strange  people  sweep  woods 
from  the  valleys,  that  the  winds  of  heaven  had  spared  I 
The  beasts  that  run  on  the  mountains,  and  the  birds  that 
fly  above  the  trees,  have  I  seen  living  in  the  wigwams  of 
men ;  but  never  before  have  I  found  a  Delaware  so  base 
as  to  creep,  like  a  poisonous  serpent  into  the  camps  of 
his  nation." 

"  The  singlng-bhrds  have  opened  their  bills,"  returned 
Uncas,  In  the  softest  tones  of  his  own  musical  voice ;  "  and 
Tamenund  has  heard  their  song." 

The  sage  started  and  bent  his  head  aside,  as  If  to  catch 
the  fleeting  sounds  of  some  passing  melody. 

"  Does  Tamenund  dream  ?  "  he  exdahned.  "  What 
voice  is  at  his  ear  7  Have  the  winters  gone  backward  7 
Will  summer  come  again  to  the  children  of  the  Lenape  7  " 

A  solemn  and  respectful  silence  succeeded  this  taico* 
herent  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  Delaware  prophet.  His 
people  readily  construed  his  unintelligible  language  into  one 
of  those  myst«1ous  conferences,  he  was  believed  to  hold  so 
frequently,  with  a  superior  intelligence,  and  they  awaited 
the  issue  of  the  revelation  In  secret  awe.  After  a  long  and 
patient  pause,  however,  one  of  the  aged  men,  percelTring 
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that  the  lage  bad  lost  the  recollection  of  the  lubject  before 
them,  ventured  to  remind  him  again  of  the  presence  of  the 
prisoner. 

"  The  false  Delaware  trembles  lest  he  should  hear  the 
words  of  Tamenund/'  he  said.  "  'Tis  a  hound  that  howls, 
when  the  Yengeese  show  him  a  trail." 

"  And  ye,"  relumed  Uncas,  looking  sternly  around  hfm, 
"  are  dogs  that  whine  when  the  Frenchman  casts  ye  the 
offals  of  his  deer  I  " 

Twenty  knives  Reamed  in  the  air,  and  as  many  warriors 
sprang  to  their  feet,  at  this  biting,  and  perhaps  merited, 
retort ;  but  a  motion  from  one  of  the  chiefs  suppressed  the 
outbreaking  of  their  tempers,  and  restored  the  appearance 
of  quiet   The  task  might  possibly  have  been  more  difficult, 
had  not  a  movement,  made  by  Tamenund,  indicated 
that  he  was  again  about  to  speak. 
y       "  Delaware,"  resumed  the  sage,  "  Uttle  art  thou  worthy 
of  thy  name.    My  people  have  not  seen  a  bright  sun  in 
many  winters ;  and  the  warrior  who  deserts  his  tribe,  when 
hid  in  clouds,  is  doubly  a  traitor.    The  law  of  the  Manitto 
is  Just    It  is  so ;  while  the  rivers  run  and  the  mountains 
stand,  while  the  blossoms  come  and  go  on  the  trees,  it 
must  be  so.   He  is  thine,  my  children ;  deal  Justly  by  him." 
Not  a  limb  was  moved,  nor  was  a  breath  drawn  louder 
or  longer  than  common,  until  the  closing  syllable  of  tliis 
final  decree  had  passed  the  lips  of  Tamenund.    Then  a  cry 
of  vengeance  burst  at  once,  as  it  might  be,  from  the  united 
lips  of  the  nation ;  a  frightful  augury  of  their  fierce  and 
ruthless  intentions.    In  the  midst  of  these  prolonged  and 
savage  yells,  a  chief  proclaimed,  in  a  hi^  voice,  that  the 
captive  was  condemned  to  endi  -e  the  dreadful  trial  of  tor- 
ture by  fire.    The  circle  broke  its  order,  and  screams  of 
delight  mingled  with  the  bustle  and  tumult  of  Instant  pre- 
paration.   Heyward  struggled  madly  with  his  captors ;  the 
anxious  eye  of  Hawk-eye  began  to  look  around  him  with 
an  expression  of  peculiar  earnestness ;  and  Cora  again  threw 
herself  at  the  feet  of  the  patriarch*  once  more  a  suppliant 
for  mercy. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  these  trying  moments,  Uncas 
had  alone  preserved  his  serenity.  He  looked  on  the  pre- 
parations with  a  steady  ^e,  and  when  the  tormentors  came 
to  seize  him,  he  met  them  with  a  firm  and  upright  attitude. 
One  amon«  them,  if  possible  more  fierce  and  savage  than 
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hit  feDows,  Mixed  the  hunting-shirt  of  the  yonng  warrior, 
and  at  a  sin^e  eflort  tore  it  from  his  body.  Then,  with  a 
ycU  of  frantic  pleasure,  he  leaped  towards  his  unresisting 
victim,  and  prepared  to  lead  him  to  the  stake.  But,  at 
that  moment,  when  he  appeared  most  a  stranger  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  the  purpose  of  the  savage  was  arrested 
as  suddenly  as  if  a  supernatural  agency  had  interposed  in 
the  behalf  of  Uncas.  The  eyeballs  of  the  Delaware  seemed 
to  start  from  their  sockets;  his  mouth  opened,  and  his 
whole  form  became  frozen  in  an  attitude  of  amazement. 
Raising  his  hand,  with  a  slow  and  regulated  molion,  he 
pointed  with  a  finger  to  the  bosom  of  the  captive.  His 
companions  crowded  about  him,  in  wonder,  and  every  eye 
was,  like  his  own,  fastened  intently  on  the  figure  of  a  small 
tortoise,  oeautifully  tattooed  on  the  breast  of  the  prisoner, 
in  a  bright  blue  tint 

For  a  single  instant,  Uncas  enjoyed  his  triumph,  smiling 
calmly  on  the  scene.  Then  motioning  the  crowd  away,  with 
a  high  and  haughty  sweep  of  his  arm,  he  advanced  in  front 
of  the  nation,  with  the  air  of  a  king,  and  spoke  in  a  voice 
louder  than  the  murmur  of  admiration  that  ran  through 
the  multitude — 

"  Men  of  the  Lcnni  Lenape  I  "  he  said,  "  my  race  up- 
holds the  earth  I  Your  feeble  tribe  stands  on  my  shell  I 
What  fire,  that  a  Delaware  can  light,  would  bum  the  child 
of  my  fathers  ?  "  he  added,  pointing  proudly  to  the  simple 
blazonry  on  his  skin ;  "  the  blood  that  came  from  such  a 
stock,  would  smother  your  flames  i  My  race  is  the  grand- 
father of  nations  1 " 

"  Who  art  thou  ?  "  demanded  Tamenund,  rising,  at  the 
startling  tones  he  heard,  more  than  any  meaning  conveyed 
by  the  language  of  the  prisoner. 

"  Uncas,  the  son  of  Chingachgook,"  answered  the  cap- 
tive, modestly  turning  from  the  nation,  and  bending  his 
head  in  reverence  to  the  other's  character  and  years ;  "  a 
son  of  the  Great  Unamis."* 

"  The  hour  of  Tamenund  Is  ni^h  I  "  exdalmed  the  sage  ; 
"  the  day  Is  come,  at  last,  to  the  night  I  I  thank  the 
Manitto,  that  one  is  here  to  fill  my  place  at  the  council  fire. 
Uncas,  the  child  of  Uncas,  is  found  i  Let  the  eyes  of  a 
dying  eagle  gaze  on  the  rising  sun." 

The  youth  stepped  lightly,  but  proudly,  on  the  platform^ 
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when  he  became  visible  to  the  whole  agitated  and 
wondering  multitude.  Tamenund  held  him  long  at  the 
length  of  his  ann,  and  read  every  turn  tai  the  One  and  lofty 
lineaments  ef  his  countenance,  with  the  untiring  gaze  of 
•ne  who  recalled  the  days  of  his  own  happiness  by  the  ex- 
amination. 

"  Is  Tamenund  a  boy  ?  "  at  length  the  bewfldered  pro- 
phet exclaimed.  "  Have  I  dreamt  of  so  many  snows — that 
my  people  were  scattered  like  floating  sands— of  Yengeese, 
more  plenty  than  the  leaves  on  the  trees  ?  The  arrow  of 
Tamenund  would  not  frighten  the  young  fawn ;  his  arm 
to  withered  like  the  branch  of  the  dying  oak ;  the  snail 
wonld  be  swifter  in  the  race ;  yet  is  Uncas  before  him, 
«s  they  went  to  battle,  against  the  pale-faces  I  Uncas,  the 
panther  of  his  tribe,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Lenape,  the 
wisest  Sagamore  of  the  Mohicans  1  Tell  me,  ye  Delawares, 
iias  Tamenund  been  a  sleeper  for  a  hundred  winters  T  " 

The  calm  and  deep  silence  which  succeeded  these  words 
ffoflRciently  announced  the  awful  reverence  with  which  his 
people  received  the  communication  of  the  patriarch.  None 
dared  to  answer,  though  all  listened  in  breathless  expecta- 
tion of  what  might  follow.  Uncas,  however,  looking  in  his 
face,  with  the  fondness  and  veneration  of  a  favoured  child, 
presumed  on  his  own  high  and  acknowledged  rank  to  reply— 

"  Four  warriors  of  his  race  have  lived  and  died,"  he 
•aid, "  since  the  friend  of  Tamenund  led  his  people  in  battle. 
The  blood  of  the  turtle  has  been  in  many  chiefs,  but  all 
have  gone  back  into  the  earth,  from  whence  they  came, 
except  Chlngachgook  and  his  son." 

"  It  is  true— it  is  true,"  returned  the  sage — a  flash  of 
recollection  destroying  all  his  pleasing  fancies,  and  restoring 
him,  at  once,  to  a  consciousness  of  the  true  history  of  his 
nation.  "  Our  wise  men  have  often  said  that  two  warriors 
of  the  ♦  unchanged  '  race  were  In  the  hills  of  the  Yengeese ; 
why  have  their  seats  at  the  council  fires  of  the  Delawares 
been  so  long  empty  ?  " 

At  these  words,  the  young  man  raised  his  head,  which 
toe  had  still  kept  bowed  a  Utile  In  reverence,  and  lifting 
his  voice,  so  as  to  be  heard  by  the  multitude,  as  if  to 
explain,  at  once,  and  for  ever,  the  policy  of  his  family,  be 
•aid,  aloud — 

"  Once  we  slept  where  we  could  hear  the  salt  lake  speak 
fa  Its  anger.    Then  we  were  rulers  and  Sagamores  over  the 
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land.  But  when  a  pale-face  was  teen  on  every  brook,  we 
followed  the  deer  back  to  the  river  of  our  nation.  The 
Ddawares  were  gone  1  Few  warriors  of  them  all  stayed  to 
drink  of  the  stream  they  loved.  Then  said  my  fathers — 
'  here  will  we  hunt  The  waters  of  the  river  go  into  the 
salt  lake.  If  we  go  towards  the  setting  sun,  we  shall  find 
streams  that  run  into  the  great  lakes  of  the  sweet  water, 
there  would  a  Mohican  die,  like  fishes  of  the  sea,  in  the 
clear  springs.  When  the  Manitto  is  ready,  and  shall  say, 
"  come,"  we  will  follow  the  river  to  the  sea,  and  take  our 
own  again.'  Such,  Delawares,  is  the  belief  of  the  children 
of  the  Turtle  t  Our  eyes  are  on  the  rising,  and  not  towards 
the  setting,  sun  I  We  know  whence  he  comes,  but  we  know 
not  whither  he  goes.    It  is  enough." 

The  men  of  tlie  Lenape  listened  to  his  words,  with  all 
the  respect  that  superstition  could  lend,  finding  a  secret 
charm  even  in  the  figurative  language  with  which  the  young 
Sagamore  tanparted  his  ideas.  Uncas  himself  watched  the 
effect  of  his  brief  explanation  with  intelligent  eyes,  and 
gradually  dropped  the  nir  of  authority  he  had  assumed,  as 
he  perceived  that  his  u  .dltors  were  content  Then  permit- 
ting his  looks  to  wander  over  the  silent  throng  that  crowded 
around  the  elevated  seat  of  Tamenund,  he  first  perceived 
Hawk-eye,  in  his  bonds.  Stepping  eagerly  from  bis  stand, 
he  made  a  way  for  himself  to  the  side  of  his  friend,  and 
cutting  his  thong  with  a  quick  and  angry  stroke  of  his  own 
knife,  he  motioned  to  the  crowd  to  divide.  The  grave  and 
attentive  Indians  silently  obeyed,  and  once  more  they  stood 
ranged  in  their  circle,  as  before  hh  appearance  among  them. 
Uncas  then  took  the  scout  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  to 
the  feet  of  the  patriarch. 

"  Father,"  he  said,  "  look  at  this  pale-face ;  a  Just  man, 
and  the  friend  of  the  Delawares." 

"  Is  he  a  son  of  Miquon  ?  "* 

"  Not  so ;  a  warrior  known  to  the  Yengeese,  and  feared 
by  the  Maquas." 

"  What  name  has  he  gained  by  his  deeds  7  " 

"  We  call  him  Hawk-eye,"  Uncas  replied,  using  the 
Delaware  phrase ;  "  for  his  sight  never  fails.  TheMingoes 
know  him  better  by  the  death  he  gives  their  warriors: 
with  them  he  is  the  '  long  rifle.'  " 

"  La  Longue  Carabine  I  "  exclaimed  Tamenund,  opening 
•  William  PMBB. 
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hl«  ^es  and  regarding  the  Mout,  itemly.    "  My  son  ha> 
not  done  well  to  call  him  friend."  *  j         u« 

"  I  call  hin-  40  who  proves  himself  such,"  returned  the 
young  chief,  with  great  calmness,  but  with  a  steady  mien. 
Uncas  is  welcome  among  the  Delawares.  then  U  Hawk- 
•ye  with  his  friends." 

-..r.?*'  .I'^t!""  '?«••'«'«  «y  young  men ;  his  name  Is 
great  for  the  blows  he  has  struck  the  Lenapc." 

"  If  a  Mingo  has  whispered  that  much  In  the  ear  of  the 
Ddaware,  he  has  only  manifested  that  he  Is  a  singlng-blrd." 
said  the  scout,  who  now  believed  It  was  Ume  to  vindicate 
himself  from  such  offensive  charges,  and  who  spoke  In  the 
tongue  of  the  man  he  addressed,  modifying  his  Indian 
agures,  however,  with  his  own  peculiar  notions.  "  That  I 
have  slain  the  Maquas,  I  am  not  the  man  to  deny,  even 
at  their  own  council  flres ;  but  that,  knowingly,  my  hand 

«ver  harmed  a  Delaware,  Is  opposed  to  the  reason  of 
my  gifts,  which  Is  friendly  to  them,  and  aU  that  beloncs 
to  their  nation."  ** 

A  low  exclamation  of  applause  passed  among  the  war- 
riors, who  exchanged  looks  with  each  other,  like  men  that 
first  began  to  perceive  their  error. 

*■  Where  Is  the  Huron  7  "  demanded  Tamenund.  "Has 
he  stopped  my  ears  ?  " 

Magua,  whose  feelings,  during  that  scene  in  which  Uncas 
had  triumphed,  may  be  much  better  Imagined  than  de- 
J^,*i  ?u^  ""'we^d  to  the  caU,  by  stepping  boldly  in 
front  of  the  patriarch. 

"  The  just  Tamenund,"  he  said,  "  will  not  keep  what 
a  Huron  has  lent"  *-"««. 

"Tea  me,  son  of  my  brother,"  returned  the  sage,  avoid- 
ing the  dark  countenance  of  le  SubtU,  and  turning  gladly 
to  the  more  ingenuous  features  of  Uncas,  "  has  the  stranger 
a  conqueror's  right  over  you  ?  " 

"He  has  none.  The  panther  may  get  Into  snares  set 
by  the  women  but  he  is  strong,  and  knows  how  to  leap 
through  them." 

"  La  Longue  Carabine  ?  *• 

"  Laughs  at  the  Mingoes.  Go,  Huron  I  ask  your  squaws 
the  colour  of  a  bear  !  "  '         h 

"  The  stranger  and  the  white  maiden  that  came  into 
my  camp  together  ?  " 

"  Should  Journey  on  an  open  path." 
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"  And  the  woman  that  tb«  Huron  lelt  with  my  war- 
riors ?  " 

Uncas  made  no  reply. 

"  And  the  woman  that  the  Mingo  hat  brought  Into  my 
camp  ?  "  repeated   Tamenund,  gravely. 

"She  U  mine  I"  cried  Magua,  shaking  his  hand  In 
triumph  at  Uncas.  "  Mohican,  you  know  that  she  is  mine." 

"  My  son  U  silent,"  said  Tamenund,  endeavouring  to 
read  the  expression  of  the  face  that  the  youth  turned  from 
him.  In  sorrow. 

"  It  Is  so,"  was  the  low  and  brief  reply. 

A  short  and  Impressive  pause  succeeded,  during  which  it 
was  very  apparent  with  what  reluctance  the  mulUtude  ad- 
mittfd  the  jusUce  of  the  Mingo's  claim.  At  length  the  sage, 
on  wliom  alone  the  decision  depended,  said.  In  a  firm  voice— 

"  Huron,  depart." 

"  As  he  came.  Just  Tamenund  ?  "  demanded  the  wily 
Magua ;  "  or  with  hands  filled  with  the  faith  of  the  Dela- 
wares  ?  The  wigwam  of  le  Renard  SubtU  is  empty.  Make 
him  strong  with  his  own." 

The  aged  man  mused  with  himself  for  a  thne,  and  then 
bending  his  head  towards  one  of  his  venerable  companions, 
he  asked — 

"  Are  my  ears  open  ?  " 

"  It  U  true." 

"  Is  this  Mingo  a  chief  ?  " 

II  The  first  hi  his  nation." 

"  GU,  what  wouldst  thou  !  a  great  warrior  takes  thee 
to  wife.    Go,  thy  race  will  not  end." 

"  Better  a  thousand  Umes  It  should,"  exdahned  the 
horror-struck  Cora, "  than  meet  with  such  a  degradation  I  " 

"  Huron,  her  mtad  Is  In  the  tents  of  her  fathers.  An 
unwilling  maiden  makes  an  unhappy  wigwam." 

"  She  speaks  with  the  tongue  of  her  people,"  returned 
Magua,  regarding  his  victim  with  a  look  of  bitter  Irony. 
"  She  Is  of  a  race  of  traders,  and  will  bargain  for  a  bright 
look.    Let  Tamenund  speak  the  words  ?  " 

"  Take  you  the  wampum,  and  our  love." 

"  Nothing  hence,  but  what  Magua  brought  hither." 

"  Then  depart  with  thine  own.  The  Gr*tt  Manltto  for- 
bids that  a  Delaware  should  be  unjust" 

Magua  advanced,  and  seized  his  captive  strongly  by  the 
arm :  the  Ddawares  feU  back.  In  sUence ;  and  Cora,  ai  U 
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eonidoul  that  nmoiutnuice  would  b«  nadess,  prcpand  to 
•ubmit  to  her  f«u  without  re 'stance       '^  i*   i*"™*  «» 

..  J'**^^*   *******'  "   ^^   Duncan,  fpringlna  forward 
•  Huron,  have  mercy  1   Her  ran«>m  .hall  maSthee  3S« 

,.  ^L^  ."*^  P***P**  '"^  "V"  y«*  known  to  be." 
pale-fa<5£^  to  •  red  skin  j  he  wanu  not  the  beadi  of  the 

.•..nK?*':^"!!''  P*^**"'  '••<*'  aU  that  a  warrior  needs. 
^.?!*;.Sfn'?*^'"'  •""••tbecome.thegreate.tchlef." 
In.  tirh.^H  -m"'!^  •trong,"  cried  Magna,  violenUy  shak- 
tag  the  hand  which  grasped  the  unresUttag  aim  of  Cora : 
"  he  has  his  revenge  I  "  •     »«  «»  *-w« , 

••  Ml^ty  Ruler  of  Providence  1  **  ezdahned  Heyward 

^•5^*^?^'*''°«'"^"'»««°°y'  "canZbefXS? 
To  you,  Just  Tamenund,  I  appeal  for  mercy." 

--'"!?•  7®'S  **'  "*•  Delaware  are  said,"  returned  the 

X'  S^i  wure  ■"**  ?^PP^«  *>•**  *»'»  »»to  seat. 

alike  wearied  with  hU  mental  and  his  bodily  exerUon. 

Men  speak  not  twice."  ^^uuu, 

ino  WW  V!  ^^  •>»0'»»d  not  misspend  his  Ume  to  unsay- 
tag  what  he  has  once  spoken  Is  wise  and  reasonable."  said 
Hawk-eye,  moUontag  to  Duncan  to  be  sUent :  "  but  It  Is 
a^so  prudent  to  every  warrior  to  consider  wdl  before  he 
strikes  bL,  tomahawk  toto  the  head  of  his  prisoner.  Xon! 
I  love  you  not;  nor  can  I  say  that  any  Ming.,  has  evS 

that  If  this  war  does  not  soon  end,  many  n  .of  thei^ 
warrion  wUl  meet  me  to  the  woods.    Put  It  t    yoi  judg- 

S?h\fi\VKS^S^^^ 

t^'^ee-^ir  ed^Llr  ^  ^^^"^  "^«*-  ^^  -"- 

A^ZTJ^A  «•  '  '*"?  ^^ '  «*^«  ^  «*•  '"  the  woman  ?  " 
f T^S.r^.**''^  heslUttogly ;  for  he  had  already  made 
a  motion  towards  quitUng  the  place  with  his  victtoi. 

nrSrh^'  ^^^  ^**'  ^"*  •"^**^^«  dlscreUon.  when  be 
Z^f  ^.%?»««^«« '^th  which  Magua  listened  ti  his  pro- 

riof*to  til  JS«J  ^*  M  ""'^""^  "^"'««'  *•  8»ve  a  war- 
rior,  to  the  prime  of  his  age  and  usefulness,  for  the  best 

woman  on  the  fronuers.    I  might  consent  S^go  toto  iine 
quarters,  now-at  least  six  weeks  afore  the  lelvS  wlUti^ 
-an  condition  you  «m  release  the  maiden.'* 
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Magna  shook  his  head  tai  cold  disdain,  and  mada  an 
Impatient  sign  for  the  crowd  to  open. 

"  Well,  then,"  added  the  scout,  with  the  musing  air  of 
a  man  who  had  not  half  made  up  his  mind,  "  I  will  throw 
'kill-deer'  into  the  bargain.  Take  the  word  of  an  ex- 
perienced hunter,  the  piece  has  not  its  equal  atween  the 
provinces." 

Magua  stm  disdained  to  reply,  conttaiulng  his  efforts  to 
disperse  the  crowd. 

"  Perhaps,"  added  the  scout,  losing  his  dissembled  cool- 
ness,  exactly  In  proportion  as  the  other  manifested  an  in- 
difference  to  the  exchange,  "  If  I  should  condition  to  teach 
your  young  men  the  real  virtue  of  the  we'pon,  it  would 
smooth  the  little  differences  In  our  Judgments." 

Le  Renard  fiercely  ordered  the  Dclawaret  who  still 
lingered  in  an  impenetrable  belt  around  him,  in  hopes  he 
would  listen  to  the  amicable  proposal,  to  open  his  path, 
threatening,  by  the  glance  of  his  eye,  another  appeal  to 
the  infallible  Justice  of  thefa-  "  prophet." 

"  What  is  ordered,  must  sooner  or  later  arrive,"  con- 
tinued Hawk-eye,  turning  with  a  sad  and  humbled  look 
to  Uncas.  "  Tlie  varlet  knows  his  advantage,  and  will  keep 
it  I  God  bless  you,  boy ;  you  have  found  friends  among 
your  natural  kin,  and  I  hope  they  will  prove  as  true  as 
some  you  have  met,  who  had  no  Indian  cross.  As  for  me, 
sooner  or  later,  I  must  die ;  it  is  therefore  fortunate  there 
are  but  few  to  make  my  death-howl  i  After  all,  it  is  likely 
the  imps  would  have  managed  to  master  my  scalp,  so  a 
day  or  two  will  make  no  great  difference  In  the  everlasting 
reckoning  of  thne.  God  bless  you,"  added  the  rugged 
woodsman,  bending  his  bead  aside,  with  quivering  muscles, 
and  then  instantly  changing  his  direction  again,  with  a 
wistful  look  towards  the  youth ;  "  I  loved  both  you  and 
your  father,  Uncas,  though  our  skins  are  not  altogether  of 
a  colour,  and  our  gifts  are  somewhat  different.  Tdl  the 
Sagamore  I  never  lost  sight  of  him  in  my  greatest  trouble ; 
and  as  for  you,  think  of  ma  sometimes,  when  on  a  lucky 
trafl  ;  and  depend  on  it,  boy,  whether  there  be  one  heaven 
or  two,  there  Is  a  path  in  the  other  woiid,  by  which  honest 
men  may  come  together  again.  You'll  And  the  rifle  in  the 
place  we  hid  it ;  take  it  and  keep  it  for  my  sake ;  and 
harkee,  lad,  as  your  natural  gifts  don't  deny  you  the  use 
of  vengeance,  use  It  a  little  freely  on  the  Mingoes ;    It 
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SSLf^'lIil^"!/'*"'  ^1?  •*  "y  Io».  ud  eue  your  mind. 

rL..„rr  ""^\"»«  Deltwaw  warriors  mwillesling 
S.u«T.n;'!'  '*«  ^»«"  0' the  Intended  ..criflce.  MaguJ 
5!.T»  :.     .   ^'^  ""  '^*''"  moment,  it  might  be  .aid.  he 

to  wiach  fru  .V  V-  «  »^.  If,,.  ,n  were  .trangdy  mingled. 
W«  purpose  V.imc  !)/^     ^.  ^ver.  »  ^  "  •»«:". 

«.!?«?//''' '■;1''";  "I't^nP*  o'  the  offer,  wltli  a  back- 
JjrdmoUou  of  hi.  ' , .,,  ^^  ,3,^^  ,„  .  .^^^y  ^^  ^^^^^ 

mInd^^^™'i^1.^"ii^^'^•  8"«t  «Wef ;   he  has  but  one 

Svfho,^  '.  K.'  "*'**'*'  '■y*"^  *»*•  h"»<*  too  'amlliariy  on 
the  shoulder  of  liis  capUve,  to  urge  her  onward ;  "  a  Huron 
warrior  is  no  teUer;  we  wIU  go." 

t.J^^^'^^^'^.^I^J"^'^  '"  "  ^^'"y,  womanly  reserve,  and 
her  darJt  eye  Idndled.  while  the  rich  blood  shot,  like  the 

toSffty.  **•  °'  "*•  •""•  "^"^  ^"  ^^  tempi;.,  at  Ihe 

readWoSiw"  '"^f "''''  !"'*  "'  •  «tMng  tfane  shall  be 
I^  "!S.l  ?«m;  ^^V°  "^y '^•"th.  But  violence  is  unncces- 
II7'.diV   .  /  "^^ '  ■??  «™m«dlately  turning  to  Hawk- 

VOU  tmfr'nffST'T  "?^'' '  ''°"  "»y  »<>"»  '  thank 
f»m*«7         ""^  *•  ''°*"'  "''"her  could  It  be  accepted  ;  but 

?.t^«?      M.*^^  "\"*"*  drooping,  humble  chUd  I  Abandon 

SSn     Jin"*  T"  ^^f.'^'  ^"^  *"  ^^  habitations  of  cIvUiscS 

"ttat  l^Jl^l  "'l^  "^"^"^  "•*  ^"^  ^'""^  °'  the  scout, 
that  her  father  wiU  reward  you-for  such  as  you  are 

jSri^nV'.r;?"'''  °'  "^r^"*  ^«  ^"  thank  you.  is  blS 
you.  And,  believe  me.  the  blessing  of  a  just  and  aaed  man 
hM  virtuein  the  sight  of  Heaven.*  Woid  tfood  I  c^utS 
hear  one  from  his  lips  at  this  awful  moment  1 "  Hei  Voice 
became  choked,  and  for  an  instant  she  was  rilentT  then 
advancing  a  step  nigher  to  Duncan,  who  was  s^p^orUnS 
Ler  unconscious  sister,  she  continued,  in  more  sabdu"? 
tones  but  in  which  her  feelings,  and  the  habiU^f  h^scx^ 

1'^^^  ♦'  ''""^"^  •*™««'*-     "  '  «»««»  not  tS^  y^u  to 
wJS  .   ♦w*""'Vr  y°"  ^  P«"««-    You  love  her.  Hey 
ward ;  that  would  conceal  a  thousand  faults,  though  sb. 
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bad  tbem.  She  Is  m  kind,  as  gentls,  as  sweat,  as  good,  as 
mortal  may  be.  There  Is  not  a  blemish  In  mind  or  pwson, 
at  whicb  the  proudest  of  you  all  would  sicken.  She  Is  falr~ 
Oh  i  bow  surpasslnf^  fair  I "  laying  her  own  beautiful, 
but  less  brUUant,  hand,  In  melancholy  affection,  on  the 
alabastCT  forehead  of  Alice,  and  parting  the  golden  hair 
which  clustered  about  her  brows ;  "  and  yet  her  soul  Is  as 
pure  and  spotless  as  her  skin  I  I  could  say  much— more,  per- 
haps, than  cooler  reason  would  approve ;  but  I  will  spare 
both  you  and  myself  "—  Her  voice  became  Inaudible,  and 
her  face  was  bent  over  the  form  of  her  sister.  After  a  long 
and  burning  kiss,  she  arose,  and  with  fe^^lures  of  the  hue 
of  death,  but  without  even  a  tear  in  her  feverish  eye,  she 
turned  away,  and  added,  to  the  savage,  with  aU  her  former 
elevation  of  manner—"  Now,  Sir,  if  it  be  your  pleasure.  I 
wUl  follow." 

"  Ay,  go,"  cried  Duncan,  placing  Alice  In  the  arms  of  an 
Indian  girl;  '  go,  Magua,  go.  These  Delawares  have  their 
laws  which  forbid  them  to  detain  you ;  but  I— I  have  no 
such  obligation.  Go,  malignant  monster— why  do  you 
delay  ?  "  'J 

It  would  be  difScult  to  describe  the  expression  of  features 
with  which  Magua  listened  to  his  threat  to  follow.  ThTe 
was  at  first  a  fierce  and  manifest  display  of  joy,  and  then 
It  was  Instantly  subdued  In  a  look  of  cunnjng  coldness. 

"  The  woods  are  open,"  he  was  content  with  answer- 
ing ;   "  the  •  open-hand '  can  foUow." 

"  Hold,"  cried  Hawk-eye,  seizing  Duncan  by  the  arm, 
and  detaining  him  by  violence  •  "  you  know  not  the  raft 
of  the  Imp.  He  would  lead  you  to  an  ambushment,  and 
your  death." 

"  Huron,"  Interrupted  Uncas,  who,  submissive  to  the 
stem  customs  of  his  people,  had  been  an  at*  ntive  and 
grave  listener  to  all  that  passed  ;  "  Huroi  the  Justice  of 
the  Delawares  comes  from  the  Manltto.  L.  ok  at  the  sun. 
He  is  now  in  the  upper  branches  of  "ne  hemiock.  Your 
path  is  short  and  open.  When  he  is  seen  above  »he  trees, 
there  will  be  men  on  your  trail." 

"  I  hear  a  crow  !  "  exclaimed  Megns^  wf^h  a  tatsnting 
laugh.  •'  Go,"  he  added,  shaking  his  hand  t  the  crowd^ 
which  had  slowly  opened  to  admit  his  r  iss.  :?-  *  Where 
are  the  petticoats  of  the  Delawares  ?  Le  tb-m  send  their 
arrows  and  their  guns  to  the  Wyandots ;  they  shaQ  have 
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▼enison  to  eat,  and  corn  to  boe.    Dogi,  rabbits,  tbievet— 
I  ipit  on  you  I " 

Hit  parting  gibes  were  listened  to  In  a  dead,  boding 
silence;  and  wltb  tbese  biting  words  in  bis  mouth,  the 
triumphant  Magna  passed  unmolested  Into  the  forest,  fol- 
lowed by  bis  passive  captive,  and  protected  by  the  Inviol- 
able laws  of  Indian  hospitality. 


CHAPTER  XXXI 

FlndUn  :  Kill  the  poys  ud  tlw  higgagw  I  'tk  axpready  smlnsi  the 
Uw  of  arma ;  'Tia  ai  urftat  •  pieod  of  koATery,  mark  yoa  now,  aa  can  b* 
offend  in  the  'odd. 

King  Bemff  F. 

So  long  as  their  enemy  and  victim  continued  in  sight, 
the  multitude  remained  motionless,  as  being  charmed  to 
the  place  by  some  power  that  was  friendly  to  the  Huron ; 
but  the  Instant  he  disappeared,  it  became  tossed  and  agl- 
toted  by  fierce  and  powerful  passion.  Uncas  maintained 
his  elevated  stand,  keeping  bis  eyes  on  the  form  of  Cora, 
until  the  colours  of  her  dress  were  blended  with  the  foliage 
of  the  forest,  when  he  descended,  and  moving  silently 
through  the  throng,  he  disappeared  hi  that  lodge  from 
which  he  had  so  recently  issued.  A  few  of  the  graver  and 
more  attentive  warriors,  who  caught  the  gleams  of  anger 
that  shot  from  the  eyes  of  the  young  chief  in  passing,  fol- 
lowed hhn  to  the  pV  ;  he  had  selected  for  his  meditations ; 
after  which,  Tamenu  .d  and  Alice  were  removed,  and  the 
women  and  children  were  ordered  to  disperse.  During  the 
momentous  hour  that  succeeded,  the  encampment  resembled 
a  hive  of  troubled  bees,  who  only  awaited  the  appearance 
and  example  of  their  leader,  to  talce  some  distant  and 
momentous  flight. 

A  young  warrior,  at  length',  Issued  from  the  lodge  of 
Uncas,  and  moving  deliberately,  with  a  sort  of  grave  march, 
towards  a  dwarf  pine  that  grew  In  the  crevices  of  the  rocky 
terrace,  he  tore  the  bark  from  its  body,  and  then  returned 
whence  he  came,  without  speaking.  He  was  soon  followed 
by  another,  who  stripped  the  sapling  of  its  branches,  leaving 
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tt  a  nakid  and  "  blazed  "  trunk.   A  third  eolonrcd  the  post 
with  stripes  of  a  dark  red  paint ;  aU  which  Indications  of 
a  hostile  design  In  the  leaders  of  the  naUon  were  received 
by  the  men  without  In  a  gloomy  and  ominous  sOence. 
Flnauy,  the  Mohican  himself  reappearer      'vested  of  all 
his  attJre,  except  his  girdle  and  leggings,      u  with  one-half 
Of  his  fine  features  hid  under  a  doud  of  threatening  black. 
Uncas  moved  with  a  slow  and  dignified  tread  towards 
the  post,  which  he  Immediately  commenced  ench>cllng  with 
a  measured  step,  not  unlike  an  ancient  dance,  ralstaig  his 
voice,  at  the  same  ttaie,  In  the  wild  and  irregular  chant  of 
his  war-song.    The  notes  were  In  the  extremes  of  human 
sounds,  being  somethnes  melancholy  and  exquisitely  plaln- 
Uve,  even  rivalling  the  melody  of  birds— and  then,  by 
sudden  and  starUing  transitions,  causing  the  auditors  to 
tremble  by  their  depth  and  energy.    The  words  were  few, 
and  often  repeated,  proceeding  gradually  from  a  sort  of  In- 
vocation, or  hymn,  to  the  Deity,  to  an  faitlmatlon  of  the 
warrior's  object,  and  terminating,  as  they  commenced,  with 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  own  dependence  on  the  Great 
Spirit    If  It  were  possible  to  translate  the  comprehensive 
and  melodious  language  In  which  he  spoke,  the  ode  micht 
read  something  like  the  following : 

Hanitto  t    ManKto  I    Hanitto  i 

Thon  ut  great— thoa  art  good — tboa  art  wise-* 

Hanitto  I    Ifanitto  I 

Thoa  art  juit  I 

In  the  hearena,  in  the  oloads,  oh  I  I  see 
Manv  apots — manv  dark — many  red — 
In  the  neavena,  oh  I   I  aee 
Uany  olonda. 

In  the  woods,  b  the  air,  oh  I   I  hear 
The  whoop,  the  long  yell,  and  the  cry- 
In  the  woods,  oh  I   I  hear 
The  load  whoop. 

ManKto  I    Hanitto  I    Hanitto  I 

I  am  weak — thon  art  atrong— I  aa  alow— 

H&nittol    Manittol 

Gire  me  aid.  -* 

At  the  end  of  what  might  be  called  each  verse,  he  made 
a  pause,  by  raising  a  note  louder  and  longer  than  common, 
that  was  pecullariy  suited  to  the  senttanent  Just  expressed. 
The  first  close  was  solemn,  and  intended  to  convey  tha 
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Idea  of  veneration ;  the  second  descriptive,  bordering  on 
the  alaiming ;  and  the  third  was  the  weJl-known  and  ter- 
rific war-whoop,  which  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  young 
warrior,  like  a  combination  of  all  the  frightful  sounds  of 
battie.  The  last  was  like  the  first,  humble,  meek,  atJ  Im- 
ploring. Three  times  did  he  repeat  this  song,  and  as  often 
did  he  encircle  the  post  In  his  dance. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  turn,  a  grave  and  highly  es- 
teemed chief  of  the  Lenape  followed  his  example,  singing 
words  of  his  own,  however,  to  a  music  of  a  simUar  character 
Warrior  after  warrior  enlisted  In  the  dance,  untfl  all  of  any 
renown  and  authority  were  to  be  numbered  in  Its  mazes 
The  spectacle  now  became  wUdly  terrific ;  the  fierce  look- 
Ing  and  menacing  visages  of  the  chiefs  receiving  additional 
power  from  the  appalling  strains  in  which  they  mingled 
their  guttural  tones.    Just  then,  Uncas  struck  his  toma- 
hawk deep  into  the  post,  and  raised  his  voice  In  a  shout, 
which  might  be  termed  his  own  batUe  cry.    The  act  an- 
nounced that  he  had  assumed  the  chief  authority  in  the 
intended  expedition. 

It  was  a  signal  that  awakened  all  the  slumbering  passions 
of  the  naUon.  A  hundred  youths,  who  had  hitherto  been 
restrained  by  the  diflldence  of  their  years,  rushed  in  a  frantic 
body  on  the  fancied  emblem  of  their  enemy,  and  severed  It 
asunder,  splin'er  by  splinter,  until  nothing  remained  of  the 
trunk  but  its  roots  in  the  earth.  Durtag  this  moment  of 
tumult,  the  most  ruthless  deeds  of  war  were  performed  on 
the  fragments  of  the  tree,  with  as  much  apparent  ferocity 
as  though  they  were  the  actual  llvhig  victims  of  their 
cruelty.  Some  were  scalped  ;  some  received  the  keen  and 
trembling  axe;  and  others  suffered  by  thrusts  from  the 
fatal  knife.  In  short,  the  manifestaUons  of  zeal  and  fierce 
delight  were  so  great  and  unequivocal,  that  It  was  soon 
apparent  the  expedition  was  unqualifiedly  declared  to  be 
a  war  of  the  nation. 

The  Instant  Uncas  had  struck  the  blow,  he  moved  out 
of  the  ch-de,  and  cast  his  eyes  up  at  the  sun,  which  was 
Just  gaining  the  point,  when  the  truce  with  Magna  was  to 
end.  The  fact  was  soon  announced  by  a  significant  gesture, 
accompanied  by  a  corresponding  cry,  and  the  whole  of  the 
excited  mulUtude  abandoned  their  mhnlc  warfare,  with 
shrill  and  loud  yeUs  of  pleasure,  to  prepare  for  the  more 
hazardous  experiment  of  the  reality. 
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The  whole  face  of  the  encampment  was  now  instanUy 

f"*^!.   u  ^^^  warriors,  who  were  already  armed,  and 
painted,  became  as  stlU  as  If  they  were  Incapable  of  anv 
uncommon  burst  of  emotion.     On  the  other  hand,  the 
women  broke  out  of  the  lodges,  with  the  songs  of  joy  and 
those  of  lamentaUon,  so  strangely  mingled,  that  It  might 
have  been  difficult  to  have  said  which  passion  preponder- 
ated.   None,  however,  were  Idle.    Some  bore  their  choicest 
articles,  others  their  young,  and  some  their  aged  and  In- 
arm, Into  the  forest,  which  spread  Itself  like  a  verdant 
caipet  of  bright  green  against  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
Thither  Tamenund  also  retired,  with  calm  composure,  after 
a  short  and  touching  Interview  with  Uncas,  from  whom  the 
sage  separated  with  the  reluctance  that  a  parent  woiuJ 
quit  a  long-lost  and  just  recovered  chUd.     In  the  mean- 
thne  Duncan  saw  Alice  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  then  sought 
the  scout,  with  features  that  denoted  how  eageriy  he  ^so 
panted  for  the  approaching  contest. 

But  Hawk-eye  was  too  much  accustomed  to  the  war- 
song  and  the  enlistments  of  the  naUves,  to  betray  any 

inlt"'"*'/,"  *''•  Pt"^"«  '*=*"*'•    ^^  ™«^«^y  ««t  an  occasional 
ook  at  the  number  and  quality  of  the  warriors,  who,  from 
time  to  time,  signified  their  readiness  to  accompany  Uncas 
to  the  neid.    In  this  r.nicular  he  was  soon  satisfied  :  for 
as  had  been  alread-    ,een,  the  power  of  the  young  chief 
quickly  embraced  every  fighting  man  in  the  nation.    After 
this  material  point  was  so  satisfactorily  decided,  he  d^ 
spatched  an  Indian  boy,  In  quest  of  "  kiU-decr  "  and  the 
rine  of  Uncas,  to  the  place.  In  the  margin  of  the  forest, 
where  they  had  deposited  the  weapons,  on  approaching  the 
camp  of  the  Delawares— a  measure  of  double  policy,  inas- 
much  as  It  protected  the  arms  from  their  own  fate,  If  de- 
tained as  prisoners,  and  gave  them  the  rdvantage  of  ap- 
pearing among   the  strangers  rather  as  sufferers  than  as 
men  provided  with  the  means  of  defence  and  subsistence 
In  «f«ct|ng  another  to  perform  the  office  of  reclaiming  his 
highly  prized  rifle,  the  scout  had  lost  sight  of  none  of  his 
habitual  cauUon.    He  knew  that  Magna  had  not  come  un- 
attended, and  he  also  knew  that  Huron  spies  watched  the 
movements  of  theh-  new  enemies,  along  the  whole  boundary 
Of  the  woods.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  fatal  to  himself 
10  nave  attempted  the  experiment ;  a  warrior  would  havo 
fared  no  better ;  but  the  danger  of  a  boy  would  not  b« 
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Uiely  to  oonunenee  nntfl  after  his  object  was  discovered. 
When  Heyward  Joined  him.  the  scout  was  cooUy  awaitlna 
the  result  of  this  experiment.  * 

The  boy,  who  had  been  weU  testructed,  and  was  suffl- 
dratly  crafty,  proceeded,  with  a  bosom  that  was  sweUlng 
With  the  pride  of  such  a  confidence,  and  all  the  hopes  of 
young  ambition,  carelessly  across  tlie  clearing  to  the  wood, 
which  he  entered  at  a  point  at  some  little  distance  from 
the  place  where  the  guns  were  secreted.    The  Instant,  how- 
ever, he  was  concealed  by  the  foUage  of  the  bushes,  his 
dusky  form  was  to  be  seen  gUdIng,  like  that  of  a  serpent, 
towards  the  desfred  treasure.    He  was  successful ;  and  in 
mother  moment  he  appeared,  flying  across  the  narrow 
opening  that  cklrted  the  base  of  the  terrace  on  which  the 
vfflage  stood,  with  the  velocity  of  an  arrow,  and  bearing 
one  of  his  prizes  In  each  hand.    He  had  actuaUy  gained 
the  migs,  and  was  leaping  up  their  sides  with  Incredible 
acuity,  when  a  shot  from  the  woods  showed  how  accurate 
bad  been  the  Judgment  of  the  scout    The  boy  answered  it 
with  a  feeble  but  contemptuous  shout,  and  Immediately  a 
second  bullet  was  sent  after  him,  from  another  part  of  the 
cover.   At  the  next  taistant  he  appeared  on  the  level  above, 
elevattag  his  guns  In  triumph,  while  he  moved  with  the 
air  of  a  conqueror,  towards  the  renowned  hunter,  who  had 
honoured  him  by  so  glorious  a  commission. 

Notwithstanding  the  Uvely  taterest  Hawk-eye  had  taken 
In  the  fate  of  his  messenger,  he  received  "  kill-deer  "  with 
a  saUtfacUon  that,  momenturily,  drove  all  other  recollec- 
tions from  his  mind.  After  examtailng  the  piece  with  a 
Keen  and  intelligent  eye,  and  opening  and  shutting  the  pan 
some  ten  or  fifteen  ttoies,  and  trying  sundry  other  equally 
Important  experiments  on  the  lock,  he  turned  to  the  boy, 
and  demanded,  with  great  manifestations  of  kindness,  if 
he  was  hurt  The  urehln  looked  proudly  up  hi  his  face 
but  made  no  reply. 

^ '' ^y  '  ^  »«•»  Ja<J.  the  knaves  have  barked  your  arm  I " 
added  the  scout,  taking  up  the  limb  of  the  patient  sufferer, 
across  which  a  deep  flesh  wound  had  been  made  by  one  of 
the  buUeU ;  "  but  alittle  bruised  alder  wffl  act  like  a  charm. 
fa  the  meantime.  I  will  wrap  It  In  a  badge  of  wampum  ! 
You  have  commenced  the  business  of  a  warrior  early,  my 
brave  boy,  and  are  Ukrly  to  bear  a  plenty  of  honourable 
•cars  to  your  grave.    I  know  many  young  men  that  have 
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taken  scalps,  who  cannot  show  such  a  mark  as  thU  I  Go  "  • 
having  bound  up  his  arm  ;  "  you  will  be  a  chief  I "  ' 

»..«?*  »«if  •parted  prouder  of  his  flowing  blood  than  the 

Uon  and  envy.  But  in  a  moment  of  so  many  serious  and 
taportant  duues.  this  single  act  of  juvenUe  forUtude^d 
not  attract  the  general  notice  and  commendaUon  It  would 
have  received  under  mUder  auspices.  It  had.  however 
fn[L^.  '°  °PP^*!  "'«  Delawares  of  the  posIUon  and  the 
Intentions  of  thefr  enemies.    Accordingly,  a  party  of  ad* 

spirited,  boy.  were  ordered  to  dislodge  the  skulkers.  The 
duty  was  soon  performed,  for  most  of  the  Hurons  retired 
of  themselves,  when  they  found  that  they  had  been  dis- 
JT^'Ik  ^  ^"  Delawares  foUowed  to  a  sufficient  distance 
from  their  own  encampment,  and  then  halted  for  orders 
apprehensive  of  being  led  Into  an  ambush.  As  both  parties 
secreted  themselves,  the  woods  were  again  as  still  and  quiet 
Sem         *"°^*^  morning  and  deep  solitude  could  render 

chl.i?*»nH'S;^?V!l?  ^P«"«°t'  Uncas,  now  coUected  his 
chiefs,  and  divided  his  power.    He  presented  Hawk^sye  as 

nZ^^'^Su''''^f'  ""^  '^^^y*  'o"^'*  deserving  of  con- 
ndence.    When  he  found  his  friend  met  with  a  favourable 
reception,  he  bestowed  on  him  the  command  of  twenty  men 
like  himself,  active,  skUful.  and  resolute.    He  gave  the  S 
wares  to  understand  the  rank  of  Heyward  amSng  the  troow 

iK*J*''^?f'*'  ^^  '***'"  '«"<»««d  to  him  a  trust  of^S 
authority     But  Duncan  decltaed  the  charje.  profcssin?SS 

^^'^.l?  i^  "^*  **  "  ^°'"»*««^  ^y  the  side  of  the^ut 
After  thh!  disposition,  the  young  Mohican  appointed  various 

«Jd  TL'» ''*  '°  ^  the  different  situations  Jf^ons^MIty! 
and  the  Ume  now  pressing,  he  gave  forth  the  word  to  march 

runS'dten?""^'  *^"'  •"''""^'  "'•^•^''  ""^  ^'^  «»"  ^wo 

nor  did  they  encounter  any  living  objects,  that  could  either 
tf^ve  the  alarm,  or  furnish  the  InteUigence  they  needed,  unS 
they  came  upon  the  lairs  of  their  own  scouti    A  halt  was 

hold  a  •  whispering  councU."  At  this  meeting,  divers  plan. 
Of  operaUon  were  suggested,  though  none  of  i  character  JI 
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meet  the  wishes  of  their  ardent  leader.  Had  Uncas  followed 
the  promptings  of  his  own  inclinations,  he  would  have  led 
his  followers  to  the  charge  without  a  moment's  delay,  and 
put  the  conflict  to  the  hazard  of  an  instant  issue ;  but  such 
a  course  would  have  been  in  opposition  to  all  the  received 
practices  and  opinions  of  his  countrymen.  He  was,  there- 
fore, fain  to  adopt  a  caution  that,  in  the  present  temper 
of  his  mind,  he  execrated,  and  to  listen  to  advice  at  which 
his  fiery  spirit  chafed,  under  the  vivid  recollection  of  Cora's 
dango-,  and  Magua's  insolence.  •' 

After  an  unsatisfactory  conference  of  many  minutes,  a 
solitaiy  individual  was  seen  advancing  from  the  side  of  the 
enemy,  with  such  apparent  haste,  as  to  induce  Ihe  belief 
he  mi^t  be  a  messenger  charged  with  some  pacific  over- 
tures. When  within  a  hundred  yards,  however,  of  the  cover, 
behind  which  the  Delaware  council  had  assembled,  the 
stranger  hesitated,  appeared  uncertain  what  course  to  take, 
and  flnaUy  halted.  All  eyes  were  now  turned  on  Uncas, 
as  if  seeking  directions  how  to  proceed. 

"  Hawk-eye,"  said  the  young  chief,  in  a  low  voice,  "  he 
must  never  speak  to  the  Hurons  again." 

"  His  thne  has  come,"  said  the  laconic  scout,  thrusting 
the  long  barrel  of  his  rifle  through  the  leaves,  and  taking 
his  deliberate  and  fatal  ahn.  But,  instead  of  puUing  the 
trigger,  he  lowered  the  muzzle  again,  and  indulged  himself 
in  a  fit  of  his  peculiar  mirth.  "  I  took  the  imp  for  a  Mingo, 
as  I'm  a  miserable  sinner,"  he  said ;  "  but  when  my  eye 
ranged  along  his  ribs,  for  a  place  to  get  the  bullet  in— would 
you  think  it,  Uncas  ? — I  saw  the  musicianer's  blower  I  and 
so,  after  all,  it  is  the  man  they  call  Gamut,  whose  death 
can  profit  no  one,  and  whose  life,  if  his  tongue  can  do  any- 
thing but  sing,  may  be  made  serviceable  to  our  own  ends. 
If  sounds  have  not  lost  their  vh^ue,  I'll  soon  have  a  dis- 
course with  the  honest  feUow,  and  that  in  a  voice  he'll  find 
more  agreeable  than  the  speech  of  '  kill-deer.' " 

So  saying.  Hawk-eye  laid  aside  his  rifle,  and  crawling 
through  the  bushes,  untO  within  hearing  of  David,  he  at- 
tempted to  repeat  the  musical  effort,  which  had  conducted 
himself  with  so  much  safety  and  eclat,  through  the  Huron 
encampment. 

The  exquisite  organs  of  Gamut  could  not  readUy  be  de- 
ceived (and,  to  say  the  truth,  it  would  have  been  difficult 
for  any  other  than  Hawk-eye  to  produce  a  similar  noise). 


he 
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Peared  InslanUy  relieved  from  .!?*♦  ^/  P^'  '«"«''  ■!>- 
«ent ;  for.  ImmeSt  Jy  pSSna  SL  h.'^'-T'*  embarrasVl 
-•  Usk  that  to  him  wi"  ot  mu^;  u^^  *"  ">«  ^o*« 
would  have  been  tohav^aon.  ?n  ^«  I*"  "T*"""*  ^»»«n  « 
soon  dUcovered  toe  W^derinL^  w?/ •^"'*y' ^« 
melodious  strains.      ^""'°  iongster  who  produced  such 

the'lcouTtt^'*,? L^rifir  "^  «'  «^«*  '  "  "W 
and  urged  hliS^^^  V!j°l^  "*  companion  by  the  arm, 

lie  wltCershTtoey^' ^Jk'^-  "  ^  "»•  »^»«^ 
possnrs,  instead  of  one?  SI  S! '*'•'•  ""  '''*>  non-com- 
Polnttog  to  Uncas  Z  his^^JSJtT  "  N*fw'?'  '^***^' 
history  of  the  Mingo  invenOon.   in  «-  ^?^„8*v«  ns  the 

""n 'iry  «P-'«d°doSrXic?""**"'^  ^"*^'  -«» 

ciuerhf  re'^SnXnufJS:,^^^^^^^^^  -«<»->ooking 
faces  that  he  knew  h.  1  J«     m  i*^  **y  "**  presence  of 

to  make  an  toSSJ«t  reS!?  "'"^"*'  '^  '"  »» 

Da^ld'^-'.^^^^SL'^jh^.^r/  »"»»'*»'"  "*<» 
much  howlinfl  and  mf-«!«      •^.^"t'nt    There  has  been 

sounds  asTl^VXty'to^r^,;  fT?''  ^^">  '"^ 
in  the  past  hour  so  mL?  ""f '  J°  ^^eh-  habitations,  with- 

changlTad'Z^efn'c^S^^^^^^^  ^^  '>y  the  ex- 

a  lltUe  drily.    ••  But  let  t^fK    ^J*    "^"raed  the  scout, 
Hurons  7  "  '*''  "'^'  *^«  ««  «  »ay ;  where  are  the 

viurg^ta  JiTch  fo!;e\at'ni;,S;^^^^^  "^^'^  ''P'^*  «»<*  their 
sUnUy  to  return '•  P"»d«nce  would  teach  you  in- 

con^SSroSnd^LTt^r^?!^ 

"  Magna  ?  "  '        "**"  mentioned  the  name  of— 

..j^iis  ™«^  sriid.wirrd'  its*  r-" "-» tad 

""'^M^J.d^Sl^tat.SISSr''''"'**"-  ***■»» 
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UncM  looked  eameitly  at  the  woat,  before  he  aiked— 

••  What  nan  Hawk-eye  t " 

"  Give  me  my  twen^  rifles,  and  I  will  turn  to  the  right, 
along  the  etream,  and  patslng  by  the  huU  of  the  beaver, 
wlU  Join  the  Sagamore  and  the  Cfdond.  Yon  shall  then 
hear  the  whoop  from  that  quarter ;  with  this  wind  one  may 
easOy  send  It  a  mtte.  Then,  Uncas,  do  you  drive  In  their 
front ;  when  they  come  within  range  of  our  pieces,  we  will 
give  them  a  blow  that,  I  pledge  the  good  name  of  an  old 
fronUersman,  shaU  make  their  Une  bend  like  an  ashen  bow. 
After  which,  we  wiU  carry  their  village,  and  take  the  woman 
tram  the  cave ;  when  the  affair  may  be  finished  with  the 
tribe,  according  to  a  whiU  man's  battle,  by  a  blow  and  a 
victory ;  or  in  the  Indian  fashion,  with  dodge  and  cover. 
There  may  be  no  great  leandng.  Major,  In  this  plan,  but 
with  courage  and  patioice  It  can  all  be  done." 

"  I  like  It  much,"  cried  Duncan,  who  saw  that  the  release 
of  Cora  was  the  primary  object  in  the  mind  of  the  scout ; 
**  I  like  It  much.    Let  It 'then  be  instantly  attempted." 

After  a  short  conference,  the  plan  was  matured,  and 
rendered  more  inteUigible  to  the  several  parUes ;  the  dif- 
ferent signals  were  appointed,  and  the  chiefs  separated,  each 
to  his  allotted  station. 


CHAPTER  XXXII 

*■  Bnt  dagnM  ahall  •pcMcU  and  funeral  fixM  iacutm, 
Tai  the  great  king,  witfaont  a  raoaom  paid 
To  hflr  own  CSiryu,  and  tbe  bhw-ajrad  maid." 

Poptt 

DuRiNO  the  time  Uncas  was  making  this  disposition  ol 
his  forces,  the  woods  were  as  still,  and,  with  *he  excepUon 
of  those  who  had  met  in  councfl,  apparenti.N  s  much  un- 
tenanted as  when  they  came  fresh  from  the  i^  ids  of  their 
Alnu^ty  Creator.  The  eye  could  range.  In  every  direc- 
tion, through  the  long  and  shadowed  vistas  of  the  trees 
but  nowhere  was  any  object  to  be  seen  that  did  not  pro- 
perly belong  to  the  peaceful  and  slumbering  scenery.  Here 
and  there  a  bird  was  heard  fluttering  among  the  branches 
of  the  beeches,  and  occasionally  a  squirrel  dropped  a  nut, 
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Jwwing  tiM  startled  lookt  of  tht  party,  far  a  num...*  .^ 
the  piece ;  bat  the  fautent  the  M««itat2L«.?^^**  *• 

•long  that  verdant  and  nndiilatlMwiSI^^f  .S  J!^ 

S2:  us  s*  h"et^n"r b  Ji::s.'i;d'^  S?"^ 

Jhefr  en«n|«7lt  Memed  m  If  £  «™rt  i«  hlS"**  •* 
J- ->out  to  contend  too  weU  IL^^Sru^r^"  S 

^i;.at  .ig„.,^.t  h^e*:o*s?i:"aowi?h*::Si^t^ 

rod.  to^jard.  the  war.  tato  the  bS  S  .  littl?JiSrSS[ 
they  had  croised  tai  advandna.  hJpI  h-SS*?!^**.^'^'* 
waiting  for  the  whole  irSrt,^*!!^!.^^*!?'  •"«»  ■««' 

lead  n.  t"""  °'  "^  ^"""«  "*»  ^'"-^  ^^"»«  tSlSS^ 
A  Delaware  stretched  forth  a  hand  with  thl  #-«  « 

for  tht  iMaTcts.''  """Moneo,    uw  two  nwlte  enough 

course  it  takes,  and  thebftaHn-.^!  «^«^tops,  " ttom  the 

-^.^ptSthhftS-jr^fttj^ix-siiv^rs 
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most  d«p«nito  Mnrlet,  tiid  pat  under  the  eommand  of  one 
iriio,  though  another  might  say  It  with  a  better  face,  will 
not  be  apt  to  leare  them  Idle.  It  may  not  be  fire,  It  can* 
not  be  thirty,  minutes  before  we  tread  on  the  body  of  a 
Huron,  living  or  dead." 

"  Tbou^  not  admonished  of  your  Intentions  tai  words/' 
returned  David,  whose  face  was  a  little  Hushed,  and  whose 
ordinarily  quiet  and  unmeaning  eyes  ^tamnered  with  an 
expression  of  unusual  fire,  "  your  men  have  reminded  me 
of  the  chUdren  of  Jaeob  going  out  to  battle  against  the 
Shechemltes,  for  wickedly  aspiring  to  wedlock  with  a  woman 
of  a  race  that  was  favoured  of  the  Lord.  Now,  I  have 
Journeyed  far,  and  sojourned  much.  In  good  and  evil,  with 
the  maiden  ye  seek ;  and,  though  not  a  man  of  war,  with 
my  loins  girded  and  my  sword  sharpened,  yet  would  I 
gladly  strike  a  blow  In  her  behalf." 

The  scout  hesitated,  as  If  weiring  the  diances  of  such 
a  strange  enlistment  in  his  mind,  before  he  answered— 

"  You  know  not  the  use  of  any  we'pon.  You  carry  no 
rifle ;  and,  believe  me,  what  the  Mingoes  take,  they  will 
freely  give  agidn.'* 

"  Though  not  a  vaunting  and  bloodily  disposed  Goliah," 
returned  David,  drawing  a  sling  from  beneath  his  parti- 
coloured and  uncouth  attire,  "  I  have  not  forgotten  the 
example  of  the  Jewish  boy.  With  this  ancient  instmment 
of  war  have  I  practised  much  in  my  youth,  and  peradven- 
ture  the  skill  has  not  entirely  departed  from  me." 

"  Ay  I"  said  Hawk-eye,  otmsidering  the  deer-skin  thong 
and  apron,  with  a  cold  and  discouraging  eye  ;  **  the  thing 
might  do  its  work  among  arrows,  or  even  knives;  but 
these  Mengwe  have  been  furnished  by  the  Frenchers  with 
a  good  grooved  barrel  a  man.  However,  It  seems  to  be  your 
gift  to  go  unharmed  amid  a  fire ;  and  as  you  have  hitherto 

been  favoured ^Major,  you  have  left  your  rifle  at  a 

cock  ;  a  single  shot  before  the  time  would  be  Just  twenty 
scalps  lost  to  no  purpose. — Singer,  you  can  follow ;  we  may 
find  use  for  you  In  the  shoutings." 

"  I  thank  you,  friend,"  returned  David,  supplying  htan- 
self,  like  his  royal  namesake,  frmn  among  the  pebbles  of 
the  brook  j  "  though  not  given  to  the  desh«  to  km,  had 
yon  sent  me  away,  my  spirit  would  have  been  troubled." 

"  Remember,"  added  the  scout,  tapping  his  own  head 
significantly  on  that  spot  where  Gamut  was  yet  sore,  "  we 
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coma  to  light,  and  not  to  mntickate.    iintn  *k.  -^     • 
Davits-  r"*"  •'«^'  ■""  *•  ^  " 

^.\  *"*  '"^  '"  ■nlnulM  tb,  bind  .aSnTfr  .  K?. 
■Bd  IKUmd  tor  hoitile  lounds,  with  m  i^.«?..  i^     ^*' 

iff  f"'*  <»'«"' «>ver ;  the  beaver,  hu"^7{be^^^^, 

tTfL.f.iS"'''  T***-    Everywhere  alSng  if  b^  we« 
the  mouldering  relics  of  dead  tre-«    fn  «ii  «.^^ 

to  toch  u  had  rennuy  bMn  nbbed  of  the.  n^^^ 
th.t  w  myrterioady  «,Bt.ta  their  prtndpl.  0,^^/^- 
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them,  Ifke  th«  memorialt  of  •  tomm  and  Umg-departod 

generation.  '^ 

AU  thew  minnt*  partienlan  wtn  now  noted  by  the 
■eottt,  wnh  a  gravity  and  Interest  that  they  probably  had 

njenl  lay  a  short  half-raOe  np  the  brook,  and.  with  the  char- 
acteriitie  anxiety  of  one  who  dreaded  a  hidden  danger,  he 
was  greaUy  troubled  at  not  ilnding  the  iraaDest  t^  of 
the  presence  of  his  enemy.    Once  or  twiee  ha  felt  induced 
to  give  the  order  for  a  rush,  and  to  attempt  the  vfllage  by 
surprise;  but  his  experience  quickly  admonished  hfan  of 
wlfJfZ^VLi^^.u'^Ts,^  experiment    Then  he  listened 
K^Sl  I   i"^"*  ^"^  nncertalnty.  fbr  the  sounds  of 
hostUity  in  the  quarter  where  Uncas  was  left  I  but  nothing 
was  audible  except  the  sighing  of  the  wind,  that  began  to 
•weep  oyer  the  bosom  of  the  forest  in  gusts,  which  Uireat- 
J!!l«  *^P?*- .  i"}  >«"8th,  yielding  rather  to  his  unusual 
ImpaUenee  than  takhig  counsel  for  his  knowledge,  he  deter- 
mined t«  br^ng  matters  to  an  issne.  by  unmasking  his  force, 
and  proceeding  eauUonsly,  but  steadily,  up  the  stream. 
.1.  !♦  •^'*^'  tod  stood,  whfle  making  his  observations, 
shrttered  by  a  brake,  and  his  companions  still  lay  in  the 
bed  of  the  ravine  through  which  the  smaUer  stream  de- 
bouchwl ;  but  on  hearing  his  low,  though  inteUigible.  signal, 
the  whole  party  stole  up  the  bank,  like  so  many  dark 

SS^H?;  iTt  "^f "?.  "!?"«•**  themselves  around  him. 
Pointing  In  the  direction  he  wished  to  proceed.  Hawk-eye 
advanced,  tha  band  breaking  off  in  single  flies,  and  foUow- 
tag  so  aecuratcly  ta  his  footsteps  as  to  leave,  if  w«  except 
Heyward  and  David,  the  trail  of  but  a  stagle  man. 

The  party  was,  however,  scarcely  uncovered,  before  a 
volley  from  a  dozen  rifles  was  heard  in  their  rear,  and  a 
Delaware,  leaping  high  tato  the  afr,  like  a  wounded  deer, 
feU  at  his  whole  length,  perfecUy  dead. 

"  Ah  ;  I  feared  some  devfltry  like  this  I "  exdalmcd 
SLrt"tS  ^»«»^i,'    •'J«»8.  With  the 'quiSn^?*:? 

The  band  dispersed  at  the  word,  and  before  Hej^d 

tag  alone  with  David-  LuckUy  the  Hurons  hJ^aJSSv 
f  jUen  back,  and  he  was  safe  from  their  Are.  BuTth^^te 
c^thtags  was  evidenuy  to  be  of  short  continuam^Tfortte 
•cout  set  the  example  of  presstag  on  their  ret^at^  b^ 
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JJcI»«gJiii  W*  fifl..  and   dwUn*  from  Im.  t-  .^ 
W«  enemy  dowiy  yidded  gwSn^  ^*  '^  «•  *^.  •• 

Mtura  fire  was  w^riv  i/^iS^     .*!"  ^^  '^"<*^  »«»"»  Ui« 
•UUoMry     F.W  l«.Ti?  **"'*^»t  n«w  grew  warm  ud 

cdved  In  iU  object  and  iJ;  hi7«      k  '"™  ^'"^^  *>««  de- 
•  force  to  mtat  toe  imn.i?i^  numbers,  bad  left  too  smaU 

Thl,  fact  ^£^t^^^Tt'  V""  y**""«  *'°»'^ 
which  the  b"u?fa  L^S^t!l.nL"»«  "PW  manner  in 
Village,  and  ifLZ^^iSLT^n^F^"^  ^t""^*  «»• 
•wiUlanta,  who  niSto  MsS*ini?,„?*,  ""^5'  »'  «»«^ 
and,  at  it  now  prov^to  be  S1^JS^*^?«  "^^^  *«»*• 
Aalmatlna  Id.  Siow^  ^eir  principal  point  of  defence. 

thdr  foe..  *  "^     "**  ^**"*  ^  ^e"  down  upon 

Tht  charge  in  that  rude  specie,  of  warfare,  con»I«t.d 
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merely  In  poshing  from  cover  to  cover,  nlgher  to  the 
enemy ;  and  in  tliis  manoeuvre  he  was  instantly  and  suc- 
cessfully obeyed.  The  Hurons  were  compelled  to  with- 
draw, and  the  scene  of  the  contest  rapidly  changed  from 
the  more  open  ground  on  which  it  had  commenced,  to  a 
spot  whore  the  assailed  found  a  thicket  to  rest  upon.  Here 
the  strug^e  was  protracted,  arduous,  and  seemin^y  of 
doubtful  issue ;  the  Ddawares,  thou^  none  of  than  fell, 
beginning  to  bleed  freely,  in  consequence  of  the  disad- 
vantage at  which  they  were  held. 

In  this  crisis.  Hawk-eye  found  meant  to  get  behind  the 
same  tree  as  that  which  served  for  a  cover  to  H^rward ; 
most  of  his  own  combatants  being  within  call,  a  little  on 
his  right,  where  they  maintained  rapid,  though  fruitless, 
discharges  on  their  sheltered  enemies. 

"  You  are  a  young  man,  Major,"  said  the  scout,  drop- 
ping the  butt  of  "  kUl-deer  "  to  the  earth,  and  leaning  on 
the  barrd,  a  little  fatigued  with  his  previous  industry ; 
"  and  it  may  be  your  gift  to  lead  armies,  at  some  future 
day,  ag'in  these  imps,  the  Mingoes.  You  may  here  see  the 
philosophy  of  an  Indten  flght.  It  consists,  mainly,  in  a 
ready  hand,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  good  cover.  Now,  if  you 
had  a  cmnpany  of  the  Royal  Americans  here,  in  what 
manner  would  you  set  them  to  woric  in  this  business  ?  " 

"  The  bayonet  would  make  a  road." 

"  Ay,  there  is  white  reason  in  what  you  say ;  but  a 
man  must  ask  himself  in  this  wildemess,  how  many  lives  he 
can  spare.  No— horse,"  continued  the  scout,  shaking  his 
head,  like  one  who  mused,  "  horse,  I  am  ashamed  to  say, 
must,  sooner  or  later,  decide  these  scrimmages.  The  brutes 
are  better  than  men,  and  to  horse  must  we  come  at  last  I 
Put  a  shodden  hoof  on  the  moccasin  of  a  red  skin,  and  if 
his  rifle  be  once  emptied,  he  will  never  stop  to  load  it  again," 

"  This  is  a  subject  that  might  better  be  discussed  another 
time,"  returned  Heyward ;  "  shall  we  charge  ?  " 

"  I  see  no  contradiction  to  the  gifts  of  any  man,  in 
passing  his  breathbig  spells  in  useful  reflections,"  the  scout 
mUdly  replied.  "  As  to  a  rush,  I  little  relish  such  a  measure, 
for  a  scalp  or  two  must  be  thrown  away  in  the  attempt. 
And  yet,"  he  added,  bending  his  head  aside,  to  catch  the 
sounds  of  the  distant  combat,  "  if  we  are  to  Ije  of  use  to 
Uncas,  these  knaves  in  our  front  must  be  now  gotten 
rid  of  I M 
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Then  turning;  wHh  a  prompt  and  decided  air   fmm 

Duncan,  he  caUed  aloud  to'^hl.  Indlan^iTSdr  ^^ 

SI  n.2Sl5:/t**  '"^'  ""^«  •  ^"^^  movement  arounS 
hli  parUcular  tree.    The  sight  of  so  many  daric  bodiM 
gwicing  before  their  eyes  at  the  same  Instant.  drSr  a  Cy* 
and.  c«»MquenUy.  an  toellectual  Are  from  the  HwoS.' 

Sn^^^n-  ""**':.  *7"**'  "»'  ^°«^'  "ke  so  many  paShS 
Si^hTf^S^Jf^P^^  Hawk-eye  was  in  front  bSh! 
«1^.^J'  rifle,  and  animating  his  foUowers  by  hi. 
2.!fy  ;•    ^  l^^  ""  "••  ^^'^^  «°<*  «ore  cunning  Huron/ 

rint^H^^J"**"  '***^'*^*'*  ^y  ^h«  "tiflce  which  hrdS 
pMctlsed  to  draw  their  Are.  now  made  a  close  and  deaS? 
dtocharge  of  their  pieces,  and  Justified  the  appwhensS 
of  the  scout,  by  feUIng  three  of  his  foremost  iSTfiS? 
toe  shock  was  InsuiBdent  to  repel  the  impetus  ome^afge 
^^r^r"^  ^r^^  *"***  *•  "'^^  ^"»  the  ferodty  of 

2e'^fCrthe":,ijr'  '"'^  ^^  '^^^^  ^'  ^-^^^  ^y 

.r,7^u  *°!??*'  endured  only  for  an  Instant  hand  to  hand 

r?ach^*"»Ji''  '^^  ^""^'^  «^*»""**  "P*<"y.  «>tfl  they 
reachwi  the  opposite  margin  of  the  thicket,  where  thev 

dung  to  their  cover,  with  a  sort  of  obstinacy  toartaw  ofteJ 

witnessed  In  hunted  brutes.    At  this  criUc^  moment?  when 

he  success  of  the  struggle  was  again  becoming  do^^tfS^ 

?«Jl«7;^°'  ;.'*?•  7"  ^""^  ^'^^  the  Hur?ns?  «,d  a 
w^  sitXJta^.*  ^?  among  some  beaver  lodges',  whic J 
hJ7i. J  «  ?^  clearing.  In  thehr  rear,  and  was  foUowcd 

by  the  fierce  and  appalling  yell  of  the  war-whoop. 

Tiiere  speaks  the  Sagamore  I "  shouted  Hawk-evo 
answering  the  cry  with  hi,  own  stentorian  voIcJT^e 
have  them  now  In  face  and  back  I " 

o«J?l'  *"***  **°  ""  HuToiu  was  Instantaneous.  Dlscour- 
aged  by  so  unexpected  an  assault,  from  a  quarter  thauSt 

common  ydl  of  disappointment  and  despak.  and  brSTlnl 
off  to  a  body,  they  spread  themselves  aVrow  the  o^mf 
heedless  of  every  other  consideration  but  flight.  Many  feu' 
to  maktag  the  experiment,  under  the  buDeuJid  uT.  blJws' 
of  the  pursutog  Datawares. 

scouT*Jl5"?h^LT"i?*  "**'?  "»•  "««""8  between  the 
scout  and  Chtogachgook,  or  the  more  touching  totervlew 
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that  Duncan  hdd  with  the  anxious  father  of  hts  mistress. 
A  few  brief  and  harried  words  served  to  explain  the  state 
«f  things  to  both  parties,  and  then  Ha^-«ye,  peiating  ont 
the  Sagamore  to  his  band,  resigned  the  daM  authority  into 
the  hands  of  the  Mohican  chief.  CSiingadifaok  assumed 
the  station  to  which  his  birth  and  experience  gave  htai  so 
distinguished  a  daim,  with  the  grave  dignity  th^  always 
gives  force  to  the  mandates  of  a  native  warriw.  PollowlRg 
the  footsteps  of  the  scout,  he  led  the  party  back  tteoo^ 
the  ttiieket,  his  men  scalping  the  fallen  HwroM,  and  secret- 
ing the  bodies  of  their  own  dead  as  they  procoeded,  until 
they  gained  a  point  where  the  former  was  oontoit  to  mtrice 
•  halt. 

The  warriors,  who  had  breathed  themsslves  so  freely  in 
the  preceding  strug^e,  were  now  posted  on  a  bit  of  level 
ground,  sprinkled  with  trees,  in  sufllcient  numl>ers  to  con- 
ceal them.  The  land  fell  off  rather  precipitously  in  front, 
and  beneath  their  eyes  stretched  for  several  miles  a  narrow, 
darii,  and  wooded  vale.  It  was  through  thin  dense  and 
dark  forest  that  Uncas  was  still  contending  with  the  main 
body  of  the  Hurons. 

The  Mohican  and  his  friends  advanced  to  the  brow  of 
the  hin,  and  listened,  with  practised  ears,  to  the  sounds  of 
the  combat.  A  few  birds  iMrvered  over  the  leafy  bosom  of 
the  valley,  as  if  frightened  from  their  secluded  nests,  and 
here  and  there  a  light  vapoury  doud,  which  seemed  already 
blending  with  the  atmosphere,  arose  above  the  trees,  and 
Indicated  some  spot  where  tlM  strug^e  had  been  more  fierce 
and  stationary  than  usoid. 

"  The  light  is  coming  up  the  ascent,"  said  Duncan, 
pointing  in  the  direction  of  a  new  explosion  of  fire-arms ; 
"  we  are  too  much  in  the  centre  of  their  line  to  be  efTective." 

"  They  will  indine  into  the  hollow,  where  the  cover  is 
thicker,"  said  the  scout.  "  and  that  win  leave  us  well  on 
their  flank.  Go,  Sagamore ;  you  will  hardly  be  in  time  to 
give  the  whoop,  and  lead  on  the  young  men.  I  will  fight 
this  scilmmage  with  warriors  of  my  own  colour  t  You 
know  me,  Mohican ;  not  a  Huron  of  them  all  shall  cross 
the  swell,  into  your  rear,  without  the  notice  of '  kUl-deer.'  " 

The  Indian  chief  paused  another  moment  to  consider 
the  signs  of  the  contest,  which  was  now  rolling  rapidly  up 
the  ascent,  a  certain  evidence  that  theDelawares  triumphed ; 
nor  did  he  actually  quit  the  place,  untfl  admonished  of  the 
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proximity  9i  his  friends,  as  wdl  a»  «ii«nies,  by  Uie  InilieU 
«f  tiM  foioMr,  wliich  began  to  patter  MBong  the  dried  leaves 
on.  tile  grmmd,  lilce  the  biU  of  falling  hail  which  precede 
the  banting  of  the  tempest  Hawk-eye  and  his  three  com- 
paniMM  withdrew  a  few  paces  to  a  sheltered  spot,  tmd 
await«tf  the  iarae  with  that  sort  of  eahnness  that  nothhig 
but  great  practice  could  tmpart,  in  such  a  scene. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  reports  of  the  rifles  began  to 
lose  the  ecbo«  of  the  woods,  and  to  sound  like  weapons 
discharged  in  the  open  ak.  Then  a  warrior  appeared,  here 
and  there,  driven  to  the  skirts  of  the  forest  and  rallying 
as  be  entered  the  clearing,  as  at  the  place  where  the  final 
stand  was  to  be  made.  These  were  soon  Joined  by  others, 
until  a  long  line  of  swarthy  figures  was  to  be  seen  eliugiiig 
to  the  cover,  with  the  obstinacy  of  desperation.  Inward 
l>egan  to  grow  impatient,  and  turned  his  eyes  anxiously  in 
the  directiea  of  Chingachgo<Hc.  The  chief  was  seated  on  a 
rock,  with  notfetog  visible  but  his  calm  visage,  considering 
the  spectacle  with  an  eye  as  deliberate  as  if  he  were  posted 
there  merdy  to  view  the  strug^e. 

"  The  time  Is  come  for  the  Delaware  to  strike  I  "  said 
Duncan. 

"  Not  so,  not  so,"  returned  the  scout ;  "  when  he  scenU 
his  friends,  he  will  let  them  know  that  he  is  here.  See, 
see ;  the  knaves  are  getting  in  that  clump  of  pines,  like 
bees  settling  after  their  flight  By  the  Lord,  a  squaw  might 
put  a  bullet  in  such  a  knot  of  dark  skins  t  " 

At  that  instant  the  whoop  was  given,  and  a  dozen 
Hurons  fdi  by  a  discharge  from  Chingachgook  and  his  band. 
The  shout  that  followed  was  answered  by  a  single  war-cry 
from  the  forest,  and  then  a  yell  passed  through  the  air, 
that  sounded  as  though  a  thousand  throats  were  united  in 
a  common  effort.  The  Hurons  staggered,  deserting  the 
centre  of  their  line,  and  Uncas  issued,  through  the  opening 
they  Mt,  from  the  forest,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  warriors. 

Wavtog  his  hands  right  and  left,  the  young  chief  pointed 
out  the  enemy  to  his  followers,  who  instantly  separated  in 
the  pursuit  The  war  now  divided,  both  wings  of  the  broken 
Hurons  seeking  protection  in  the  woods  again,  hoUy  pressed 
by  the  victorious  warriors  of  the  Lenape.  A  minuU  might 
have  passed,  but  the  sounds  were  already  receding  hi  diffw- 
ent  dh-ecUons,  and  ^adually  losing  theh*  disUnctness  i>e- 
aeath  the  echoing  arches  of  the  woods.    One  little  knot  of 
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Huw  however,  had  disdained  to  seek  a  cover,  and  were 
reUrki-t^,  like  Uons  at  bay,  ilowly  and  suUenly  up  the 
aceUvlty,  which  Chingachgoolc  and  hit  band  had  Jut  de- 
serted to  mingle  more  closely  hi  the  fray.  Magna  was  con- 
spicuous to  this  party,  both  by  his  fierce  and  savage  mien, 
and  by  the  ahr  of  haughty  authority  he  yet  maintained. 

In  his  eagerness  to  expedite  the  pursuit,  Uncas  had  left 
UmseU  nearly  alone ;  but  the  moment  his  eye  caught  the 
figure  of  le  SubtU,  every  other  consideration  was  forgotten 
Raistog  his  ay  of  batUe,  which  rM»Ued  some  six  or  seven 
warriors,  and  reckless  of  the  disparity  to  their  numbers,  he 
rushed  upon  his  enemy.     Le  Renard,  who  watched  the 
movement,  paused  to  receive  hhn  with  secret  Joy.    But  at 
the  moment  when  he  thought  the  rashness  of  his  taipetuous 
young  assaUant  had  left  him  at  his  mercy,  another  shout  was 
given,  and  la  Longue  Carabine  was  seen  rushtog  to  the  rescue 
attended  by  aU  his  white  associates.    The  Huron  insUnUy 
turned,  and  commenced  a  rapid  retreat  op  the  ascent. 

There  was  no  Ume  for  greetings  or  congratuIaUons ; 
for  Uncas,  though  unconscious  of  the  presence  of  his  friends 
ewiUnued  the  pursuit  with  the  velocity  of  the  wtod.    In 
vata  Hawk-eye  caUed  to  hhn  to  respect  the  covers ;   the 
yoMug  Mohican  braved  the  dangerous  fire  of  his  enemies 
an*  soon  compelted  them  to  a  flight  as  swift  as  his  own 
heacBong  speed.     It  was  fortunate  that  the  race  was  of 
short  conttouMce,  and  that  the  whtte  men  were  much 
favoured  both  to  the  distance  and  the  ground,  by  their 
posWon,  or  Hm  Delaware  would  soon  have  outstripped  all 
hU  companions,  and  fallen  a  victim  to  his  own  temerity 
But  ere  such  a  calamity  could  happen,  fit  pursuers  and 
pursued  entered  the  Wyandot  vUlage,  withto  striktoc  dis- 
tance of  each  other 

Excited  by  tke  presence  of  theh-  dwellings,  and  tired  of 
the  chase,  the  Hwons  now  made  a  stand,  and  fought  around 
their  council  lodge  with  the  desperation  of  despah-.    The 
onset  and  the  issue  were  like  the  passage  and  destruction 
of  a  whWwtod.     The  tomahawk  of  Uncas,  the  blows  of 
Hawk-eye,  and  even  the  stIU   nervous    arm   of   Munro 
were  all  busy  for  that  passing  asoment.  and  the  ground 
was  quickly  strewed  with  their  enemies.     StIU   Magua 
though  daring  and  much  ca^osed.  escaped  from  every 
effort  against  his  life,  with  that  sort  of  fabled  protection 
that  was  made  to  overioidc   the  fortunes  of  favoured 
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heroes  In  tk*  tagends  of  MMtat  pMtry.  RaMi^  a  ydl  that 
spoke  voliMBes  of  aagar  ond  diseppoiatmeal,  the  subtle 
chM,  when  he  saw  his  oomnHles  liflen,  darted  awi^  from 
the  place,  attended  by  Ms  two  oaly  survlvtaig  Mrads,  leav- 
ing the  Ddawares  mgaged  hi  atrippii^  the  dead  of  the 
bloody  triHDhies  of  their  victory. 

But  Uncas,  who  had  vainly  sought  hiai  hi  the  fitlMe» 
bounded  forward  la  pursuit;    Ha¥rtt-«y%  Hqrward,  ud 
David  still  presshig  m  his  footsteps.   TIm  utaMWt  that  the 
scout  could  effect  was  to  keep  the  bmbzIo  ef  his  rUe  a 
little  in  advance  td  his  friend,  to  whom,  hvwever,  it  answered 
every  purpose  of  a  charmed  shidd.    Once  Magua  ufiptand 
disposed  to  make  another  and  a  final  effort  to  revenge  his 
losses ;   but  aband<ning  bis  intentions  so  soon  as  demon- 
strated, he  leaped  into  a  thicket  of  bushes,  through  which 
he  was  followed  by  his  enemies,  and  suddenfy  ei^fed  tiw 
mouth  of  the  cave  already  known  to  the  reatar.   Han^-^c, 
who  had  only  foiiMnie  to  fire  in  tenderness  to  Uncas,  raised 
a  Oiout  of  success,  and  proclaimed  aloud  that  now  they 
were  certain  of  their  game.    The  pursuers  dashed  taito  the 
leag  and  nacrow  entrance,  in  time  to  catdb  a  ^Impse  of  the 
repeating  forms  of  the  Hurons.    Their  passage  through  the 
natural  galleries  and  subtoraneous  apartnmits  of  the  cavern 
was  iH>eceded  by  the  shrieks  and  cries  of  hundreds  of  women 
and  children.    The  place,  seen  by  its  dim  and  uncertain 
light,  appeared  like  the  shades  of  the  internal  regtons,  across 
which  unhappy  ^osts  and  savage  demons  were  flitting  in 
multitudes. 

StiU  Uncas  kc^  his  eye  on  Magua,  as  if  life  to  hhn 
possessed  but  a  stegle  object.  Hey  ward  and  the  scout  still 
pressed  on  his  rear,  actuated,  though  possibly,  in  a  less 
degree,  by  a  common  feeling.  But  tb^  way  was  becmn- 
ing  intricate,  in  those  dark  and  gloomy  passages,  and  the 
glimpses  of  the  retiring  warriors  less  distinct  and  frequent ; 
and  for  a  moment  the  trace  was  believed  to  be  lost,  wbea 
a  white  robe  was  seen  fluttering  in  the  farther  «Ktrei^^ 
of  a  passage  that  SMmcd  to  lead  up  the  mountain. 

"  'Tis  Cora  I  "  exclaimed  Howard,  hi  a  voioe  la  wUeh 
horror  mad  delight  were  mUdly  minted. 

"  Cora  I  Cora  I  "  echoed  Uneas,  bounding  forward  like 
a  deer. 

"  'Tis  the  maiden  1 "  shouted  tne  scout  **  CourMB, 
l«dy ;  we  come— we  come." 
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t.iT^.^^^^J^'^^  ^**  •  dlUgance  mdered  ten- 
loM  «iieoiiragiag  by  tlito  glLmpie  of  the  captive  But  the 
JjrjjM  now  ragged,  broken,  and,  in  q)oU,  nearly  fan- 
piMMe.  Uneat  abandoned  his  rifle,  and  leaped  forward 
with  headlong  predplUtion.  Heyward  radily  imIUted  hto 
««B|rie,  though  both  were,  a  moment  afterwards,  admon- 
IL  *  *2l  I?  "»•*»•«»  »>y  »»«>ring  the  beUowing  of  a  piece, 
ttat  the  Hurons  found  time  to  discharge  down  the  passage 

Mohican  a  sttght  wound.  ^ 

-We  must  dose  1-  said  Uie  scout,  passing  his  friends 
S  Vf 'fP'"*'  »«>?  i  "  "»•  knaves  wIU  pick  us  aU  off  at 
ttto  distance ;  and.  see  I  th«y  hold  the  maiden  so  as  to 
iMeld  themselves  I  "  -v  «.  «, 

hi.  !^!I!S  "•  "^^^  ^T^  unheeded,  or  rather  unheard, 
iris  cample  was  foUowed  by  his  companions,  who,  by  in- 
mdiUe  exvUons,  got  near  enough  to  the  fugitives  to  per- 
ertje  that  Cora  was  borne  along  between  tiie  two  warriors, 
^!  **?«»?.*»"«*»>•<»  the  dkeetion  and  manner  of  tiiei^ 
flight.   At  tiUs  moment,  tiie  forms  of  aU  four  were  strongly 
drawn  against  an  opening  in  the  sky,  and  then  Uiey  <K 
W«a^    Nearly  frantic  witii  disappointment,  Uncu  and 
/!I[."^.*"*^"***  *"<*''•  "**t  already  seemed  superhuman, 
and  tiiey  issued  from  Uie  cavern  on  tiie  side  of  tiie  mountain. 
in  time  to  note  Uie  route  of  tiie  pursued.    The  course  lay 
up  ^e  ascent,  and  stiU  continued  hazardous  and  laborious. 
Encumbered  by  his  rifle,  and.  perhaps,  not  sustained 
by  so  deep  an  interest  in  Uie  captive  as  his  companions, 
the  scout  suffered  tiie  latter  to  precede  him  a  litUelUncas 
m  his  turn,  taking  tiie  lead  of  Heyward.    In  tills  manner 
rocks,  ^pices,  and  difficulties,  were  surmounted,  in  an' 
incredibly  short  space,  tiiat  at  anotiier  time,  and  under 
other  circumstances,  would  have  been  deemed  ahnost  in- 
•uptf able.    But  the  hnpetuous  young  men  were  rewarded 
by  finding  that,  encumbered  witii  Cora,  tiie  Hurons  were 
rajrfdly  losing  ground  in  the  race. 

••  Stay,  dog  of  Uie  Wyandots  I"  exdaimed  Uncas,  shakina 
bis  bright  tomahawk  at  Magna;  "  a  Delaware  girl  callsstinM^ 
I  wUl  go  no  farther."  cried  Cora,  stopping  unex- 
pectedly  on  a  ledge  of  rocks,  tiiat  ov«hung  a  deep  pred- 
^  :.  ?J,»°  *""*  distance  from  tiie  summit  of  Uie  mountain. 
^^  Kill  me.  tf  tiiou  wilt,  detestable  Huron,  I  wiB  go  no 
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The  supporUn  of  Um  maldm  ndted  their  ready  tome- 
hawks  with  the  Impious  Joy  tiiat  fiends  are  thought  to  talce 
In  mischief,  but  Magna  snddeiriy  stayed  thefar  uplifted  arms. 
The  Huron  chief,  after  easting  the  weapons  he  had  wrested 
from  his  companions  over  the  rock,  drew  his  knife,  and 
turned  to  his  captive,  with  •  look  In  which  conflicting 
passions  flercdy  contended. 

"  Woman,"  he  said,  '*  choose  |  the  wigwam,  or  the 
knife  of  le  Subtfl  I  " 

Cora  regarded  him  not;  but  dropping  on  her  knees, 
with  a  rich  ^ow  suffusing  itself  over  her  features,  she  raised 
her  eyes  and  stretched  her  arms  towards  heaven,  saying, 
in  a  meek  and  yet  confldtaig  voice — 

"  I  am  thine  I  do  with  me  as  thou  seest  best  t " 
"  Woman,"  repeated  Magna,  hoarsely,  and  endeavour- 
ing in  vain  to  catch  a  glance  from  her  serene  and  beaming 
eye,  "  choose  I " 

But  Cora  neither  heard  nor  heeded  his  demand.  The 
form  of  the  Huron  trembled  hi  every  fibre,  and  he  raised 
his  arm  on  high,  but  dn^ped  it  again,  with  a  wild  and  be- 
wfldered  air,  like  one  who  doubted.  Once  more  he  struggied 
with  himsdf,  and  lifted  the  ke«i  weapoa  again — but  Just 
then  a  piercing  cry  was  heard  above  them,  and  Uncas  ap- 
peared, leaping  frantically,  from  a  fearful  height  upon  the 
ledge.  Magua  reeofled  a  step,  and  one  of  his  assistants, 
profiting  by  the  chance,  sheathed  his  own  knife  in  the 
bosom  of  the  ouddMi. 

The  Huron  sfntmg  like  a  tiger  on  his  ofTendlng  and 
idready  retreating  countnonan,  but  the  falling  form  of 
Uncas  separated  the  unnatural  combatants.  Diverted  frmn 
his  object  by  this  interruption,  and  maddened  by  the  mur- 
der he  had  Just  witnessed,  Magua  buried  his  weapon  in 
the  ba^  of  the  prostrate  Delaware,  uttering  an  unearthly 
shout,  as  he  committed  the  dastardly  deed.  But  Uncas 
arose  from  the  blow,  as  the  wounded  panther  tunu  upon 
his  foe,  and  struck  the  murderer  of  Cora  to  his  feet,  by 
an  effort,  in  which  the  last  of  his  failing  strength  was  ex- 
pended. Then,  with  a  stem  and  steady  look,  he  turned  to 
le  Subtil,  and  indicated,  by  the  expression  oi  his  eye,  att 
that  he  would  do,  had  not  the  p<mer  deserted  Mb.  The 
latter  seized  the  nerveless  arm  of  the  iinrrilitinn  Delaware, 
and  passed  hte  knife  into  his  bosom  three  several  thaes, 
before  his  victim,  stU  ke«^ig  his  gaae  riveted  ^  Ui 
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m«my,  with  a  look  of  Intxtlngiibliablo  fcorn,  feU  dead  at 
Ida  feet 

••  Marcy  I  mercy  I  Hnron/'  cried  Heyward  from  above, 
to  tones  neariy  choked  by  honor ;  "  give  mercy,  and  thou 
Shalt  receive  It  I  *• 

Whirilng  the  bloody  knife  ap  at  the  tanplorlng  youth, 
the  victorious  Magna  uttered  a  cry.  so  fierce,  so  wild,  and 
yet  sa  Joyous,  that  It  Mnveyed  the  sounds  of  savage 
triumph  to  the  ears  of  those  who  fought  In  the  valley  a 
ttiousand  feet  below.  He  was  answered  by  an  appallins 
burst  from  the  Ups  of  the  scout,  whose  taU  person  was  lust 
then  seen  moving  swifUy  towards  hhn.  along  those  danger- 
ous crags,  with  steps  as  bold  and  reckless  as  If  he  posseued 
the  power  to  move  In  middle  air.  But  when  the  hunter 
reached  the  scene  of  the  ruthleu  massacre,  the  ledge  was 
tenanted  only  by  the  dead—  a    "«a 

His  keen  eye  took  a  single  look  at  the  vlcthns.  and  then 
shotlts  fierce  glances  over  the  dlfflculUes  of  the  ascent  In 
his  front.  A  form  stood  at  the  brow  of  the  mountain,  on 
the  vwy  edge  of  the  giddy  height,  with  uplifted  arms.  In 
Ml  awful  attitude  of  menace.  Without  stoppfaig  to  consider 
his  person,  the  rifle  of  Hawk-eye  was  raised,  but  a  rock 
which  feU  on  the  head  of  one  of  the  fuglUves  below  ex- 
posed  the  Indignant  and  glowing  countenance  of  the  honest 
Gamut  Then  Magna  Issued  from  a  crevice,  and  stepptaig 
with  adm  Indifference  over  the  body  of  the  last  of  his  asso- 
ciates, he  leaped  a  wide  Assure,  and  ascended  the  rocks  at 
a  point  where  the  arm  of  David  could  not  reach  him.  A 
single  bound  would  carry  hhn  to  the  brow  of  the  precipice 
and  assure  his  safety.  Before  takhig  the  leap,  however! 
the  Huron  paused,  and  shaking  his  hand  at  the  scout,  he 
shouted —  ' 

"  The  pale-faces  are  dogs  1  the  Ddawares  women  1 " 
Magna  leaves  them  on  the  rocks,  for  the  crows  I  " 

Laughing  hoarsely,  he  made  a  desperate  leap  and  feU 
short  of  his  mark ;  though  his  hands  grasped  a  shrub  on 
the  verge  of  the  height  The  form  of  Hawk-eye  had 
crouched  like  a  beast  about  to  take  Ito  spring,  and  his 
frame  trembled  so  vlolenUy  with  eagerness,  that  the  muzzle 
of  the  half-raised  rifle  played  like  a  leaf  fluttering  hi  the 
wtod.  Without  exhausUng  htanself  with  fruiUess  efforts, 
the  cunning  Magna  suffered  his  body  to  dr^  to  the  length 
of  his  aims,  and  found  a  fragment  for  his  feet  to  rest  upon. 
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Then  inmmonlng  aU  lUg  powert.  be  renewed  the  attenpt. 
|UDd  so  far  nicceeded,  as  to  oraw  hit  knees  on  the  edge  of 
the  mountain.  It  was  now,  when  the  body  of  bis  enemy 
was  most  coUected,  together,  that  the  agitated  weapon  of 
the  scout  was  drawn  to  his  shoulders.  The  surrounding 
rocks  themselves  were  not  steadier  than  the  piece  became 

i^?','^!:*«'"**"*  "»"  "  P^""**  «"t  lU  contentTSJ 
anns  of  the  Huron  relaxed,  and  his  body  fell  back  a  little. 

i^  fnJw  «^M  •*"  ^•Pl"*'*'  PodUon.  Turning  a  rSenU 
less  look  on  bis  enemy,  he  shook  bis  hand  at  him,  In  grim 
deflanc^  But  his  hold  loosened,  and  hi.  dark  p^\Z 
seen  cutting  the  air  with  lU  head  downwards,  for  a  fleet- 
tag  Instant,  until  it  glided  past  the  fringe  of  shrubbery  which 
clung  to  the  mountain  in  lU  rapid  flight  to  dcstructioa. 


CHAPTER  XXX  in 

"is?  'o"^*-!**  »»»▼•  IBMI.  long  and  welL  ,' 

Tliey  pOed  Um  around  with  MMlem  •lain. 

They  oooquend— bat  Bosurk  fdl 
Blaeding  at  vntj  vain. 

R>>  few  mnriTing  oomradM  aaw 

^'l  f^  ^^  T?"*  *'-"*  !*»»«*  burrab. 

And  tfaa^rcd  Aald  waa  won ; 
Jht>j  aaw  Id  daath  hia  eyeljda  close 
Otlraly,  aa  to  a  night's  repoaa^ 

Lilu  lowva  at  aat  of  ran. 

Baaeek 

Tbb  sun  fo«d  the  Lenape,  on  the  succeeding  day.  a 
nation  of  mourners.  The  sounds  of  batUe  were  over,  and 
they  had  fed  fat  their  ancient  grudge,  and  bad  aviiged 
their  recent  quarrel  with  the  Mengwe,  by  the  destruction 

fliiL?°^"*i^L  "^  ^^^"^  ""^  ""''y  atmosphere  that 
floated  around  the  ^t  where  the  Hurons  had  encamped 

S?.  '"i?«T**"^'  °'  *^''  **•  '*»*•  o'  ""»*  wandering 

bteak  summits  of  die  nMuntalns,  or  swept  in  noisy  flocks 
9crou  the  wide  ranges  of  the  woods,  furnished  a  frightful 
dttrect  on  to  tl»  scene  «<  the  fatal  combat  In  shorTeny 
Zfi'ii  K  practised  in  the  signs  of  a  frontier  warfare,  might 
•«lly  have  tnced  all  those  UMrring  «vWences  of  the  r3h- 
»«■  result,  which  attend  aa  iadian  veageance. 
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Still  th*  fun  roM  OB  Um  Lmapt,  •  uUob  of  BoofiMn. 
Ho  shouts  of  Micesss,  no  songs  of  trtanph,  won  hoard  tai 
rojoldngfl  for  thsir  vietory.  Hio  latest  shaggier  hod  ro- 
tamod  from  his  fsU  omplogrment,  mily  to  strip  htansdl  of 
Cho  terrtflo  omblems  of  his  bloody  calling,  and  to  Join  In 
tho  lamentations  of  his  eountiymon,  as  a  strickon  people. 
Pride  and  exultation  were  sapplantod  by  hnmUlty,  and  Jie 
flereost  of  human  passions  were  already  sneeeeded  by  the 
most  profmmd  and  unequfyoeal  dem<mstratlons  of  grloL^ 

Tho  lodges  were  deserted  ;  but  a  broad  bdt  of  earnest 
faces  ondrded  a  spot  in  their  vicinity,  whither  everything 
possessing  life  had  repahred,  and  where  all  were  now  eol- 
loctod.  In  a  deep  and  awful  sOenco.  Though  beings  of  ovoiy 
rank  and  ago,  of  both  sezos,  and  of  all  pursuits,  had  united 
to  form  this  breathing  wan  of  bodies,  they  were  Influenced 
by  a  single  emotion.  Each  eye  was  riveted  on  the  centre 
of  that  ring,  which  eontaincd  the  objects  of  so  much  and 
of  so  common  an  Interest. 

Six  Delaware  girls,  with  their  long,  dark,  flowing  tresses 
falling  loosely  across  their  bosoms,  stood  apart,  and  only 
gave  proofs  of  their  existence,  as  they  occasionally  strewed 
sweet  scented  herbs  and  forest  flowers  on  a  Utter  of  fragrant 
plants,  that,  under  a  pall  of  Indian  robes,  supported  all 
tiiat  now  remained  of  tho  ardent,  hi^-souled,  and  generous 
Cora.    Her  form  was  concealed  In  many  wrappers  of  the 
same  simple  manufacture,  and  her  face  was  shut  for  ever 
from  the  gaze  of  human  ^es.    At  her  feet  was  seated  the 
desolate  Munro.    His  aged  head  was  bowed  neariy  to  the 
earth.  In  compelled  submission  to  the  stroke  of  Providence ; 
but  there  was  a  hidden  anguish  that  struggled  about  his 
furrowed  brow,  that  was  only  partially  concealed  by  the 
careless  locks  of  grey  that  had  fallen  neglected  on  his  tem- 
ples.   Gamut  stood  at  his  side,  with  his  meek  head  bared 
to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  while  his  eyes,  wandering  and  con- 
cerned, seemed  to  be  equally  divided  between  that  little 
volume,  which  contained  so  many  quaint  but  holy  maxims, 
and  the  being  In  whose  behalf  his  soul  yearned  to  admin- 
ister their  consolation.    Heyward  was  also  nigh,  supporting 
himself  against  a  tree,  and  endeavouring  to  keep  down  those 
sudden  risings  of  sorrow,  that  It  requh«d  his  utmost  man- 
hood to  Subdue. 

But  sad  and  melancholy  as  this  gr<trp  may  oasfly  be 
Imagined,  It  was  far  less  touching  than  ano  i  tit  that  ooeupled 
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of  the  sweetness  of  the  maiden.  The  patience  and  forbear- 
ance of  Indian  fortitude  could  alone  support  such  an  ap- 
pearance of  abstraction  as  seemed  now  to  have  turned  eadi 
dark  and  motionless  figure  into  some  rigid  being  carved  in 
stone. 

At  length  the  sage  of  the  Delawares  stretched  forth  an 
arm,  and  leaning  on  the  shoulders  of  his  attendants,  he 
arose  with  an  air  as  feeble,  as  if  another  age  had  already 
intervened  between  the  man  who  had  met  his  nation  the 
preceding  day,  and  him  who  now  tottered  on  his  elevated 
stand. 

"  Men  of  the  Lenape !  "  he  said,  in  hollow  tones,  that 
sounded  lilce  a  voice  charged  with  some  prophetic  mission, 
"  the  face  of  the  Manitto  is  behind  a  doud  I  his  eye  is 
turned  from  you ;  his  ears  are  shut ;  his  tongue  gives  no 
answer.  You  see  him  not ;  yet  his  judgments  are  before 
you.  Let  your  hearts  be  open,  and  your  spirits  tell  no  lie. 
Men  of  the  Lenape,  the  face  of  the  Manitto  is  behind  a  cloud  I" 

As  this  simple  and  yet  terrible  annunciation  stole  on 
the  ears  of  the  multitude,  a  stillness  as  deep  and  awful 
succeeded,  as  if  the  venerated  spirit  they  worshipped  had 
uttered  the  words,  without  the  aid  of  human  organs ;  and 
even  the  inanimate  Uncas  appeared  a  being  of  life,  com- 
pared with  the  humble  and  submissive  Uirong  by  whom  he 
was  now  surrounded.  As  the  immediate  effect,  however, 
gradually  passed  away,  a  low  murmur  of  voices  commenced 
a  sort  of  chant  in  honour  of  the  defi4.  The  sounds  were 
those  of  females,  and  were  thrillingly  soft  and  wailing.  The 
words  were  connected  by  no  regular  continuation,  but  as 
one  ceased,  another  took  up  the  eulogy,  or  lamentations 
whichever  it  might  be  called,  and  gave  vent  to  her  emotions 
In  such  language  as  was  suggested  by  her  feelbigs  and  the 
occasion.  At  intervals  the  speaker  was  interrupted  by 
general  and  loud  bursts  of  sorrow,  during  which  the  gh'ls 
round  the  bier  of  Cora  plucked  the  plants  and  flowers, 
blindly,  from  her  body,  as  if  bewildered  with  grief.  But  in 
the  milder  moments  of  their  plaints,  these  emblems  of  purity 
and  sweetness  were  cast  back  to  their  places,  with  every 
sign  of  tenderness  and  regret  'Though  rendered  less  con- 
nected by  many  and  general  interruptions  and  outbreak- 
Ings,  a  translation  of  their  language  would  have  contained 
a  regular  descant,  which  in  substance  might  have  proved 
to  possess  a  train  of  consecutive  ideac 
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A  girl,  selected  for  the  task  by  ber  rank  and  qualifica- 
tions, commenced  by  modest  allusions  to  tbe  qualities  of 
tbe  deceased  warrior,  embellishing  ber  expressions  wltb 
those  oriental  images  that  tbe  Indians  have  probably 
brought  with  them  from  the  extremes  of  the  other  con- 
tinent, and  which  form,  of  themselves,  a  link  to  connect 
tbe  ancient  histories  of  the  two  worlds.  She  called  him 
tbe  "  panther  of  bis  tribe  " ;  and  described  him  as  one 
whose  moccasin  left  no  trail  on  the  dews;  whose  bound 
was  like  tbe  leap  of  a  young  fawn ;  whose  eye  was  brighter 
than  a  star  in  the  dark  night ;  and  whose  voice,  in  battle, 
was  loud  as  the  thunder  of  the  Manitto.  She  reminded 
him  of  the  mother  who  bore  him,  and  dwelt  forcibly  on  the 
happiness  she  must  feel  in  possessing  such  a  son.  She  bade 
him  tell  her,  when  they  met  in  the  world  of  spirits,  that 
tbe  Ddaware  girls  had  shed  tears  above  the  grave  of  her 
child,  and  had  called  ber  blessed. 

Then,  they  who  succeeded,  changing  their  tones  to  a 
milder  and  still  more  tender  strain,  alluded,  with  tbe  pecu- 
liar delicacy  and  sensitiveness  of  women,  to  the  stranger 
maiden,  who  had  left  the  upper  earth  at  a  time  so  near 
his  own  departure  as  to  render  tbe  will  of  the  Great  Spbrit 
too  manifest  to  be  disregarded.  They  admonished  him  to 
be  kind  to  her,  and  to  have  consideration  for  her  ignorance 
of  those  arts,  which  were  so  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  a 
warrior  like  himself.  They  dwelt  upon  ber  matchless 
beauty,  and  on  her  noble  resolution,  without  tbe  taint  of 
envy,  (ind  as  angels  may  be  thought  to  dwell  in  a  superior 
excellence;  adding  that  these  endowments  should  prove 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  any  little  imperfections  in  ber 
education. 

After  which,  others  again,  in  due  succession,  spoke  to 
tbe  maiden  herself,  in  the  low,  soft  language  of  tenderness 
and  love.  They  exhorted  her  to  be  of  cheerful  mind,  and 
to  fear  nothing  for  her  future  welfare.  A  hunter  would  be 
her  companion  who  knew  how  to  provide  for  her  smallest 
wants ;  and  a  warrior  was  at  her  side,  who  was  able  to 
protect  her  against  every  danger.  They  promised  that  her 
path  should  be  pleasant,  and  her  burthen  light.  They 
cautioned  her  against  unavailing  regrets  for  tbe  friends  of 
ber  youth,  and  tbe  scenes  where  her  father  bad  dwelt ; 
assuring  her  that  the  "  blessed  hunting-grounds  of  the 
Leaape  "  contained  vales  as  pleasant,  streams  as  pure,  and 
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flowers  as  sweet  as  the  "  heaven  of  the  pale-faces."  They 
advised  her  to  be  attentive  to  the  wants  of  her  companion, 
and  never  to  forget  the  distinction  which  the  Manitto  had 
so  wisely  established  between  them.  Then,  in  a  wild  burst 
of  their  chant,  they  sung,  with  united  voices,  the  temper 
of  the  Mohican's  mind.  They  pronounced  him  noble,  manly, 
and  generous,  all  that  became  a  warrior,  and  all  that  a 
maid  might  love.  Clothing  their  ideas  in  the  most  remote 
and  subtle  images,  they  betrayed  that,  in  tht  short  period 
of  their  intercourse,  they  had  discovered,  with  the  intuitive 
perception  of  their  sex,  the  truant  disposition  of  his  in> 
clinations.  The  Delaware  girls  had  found  no  favour  in  tiis 
eyes  I  He  was  of  a  race  that  had  once  been  lords  on  the 
shores  of  the  salt  lake,  and  his  wishes  had  led  him  back 
to  a  people  who  dwelt  about  the  graves  of  his  fathers. 
Why  should  not  such  a  predilection  be  encouraged  7  That 
she  was  of  a  blood  ^urer  and  richer  than  the  rest  of  her 
nation,  any  eye  might  have  seen.  That  she  was  equal  to 
the  dangers  and  daring  of  a  life  in  the  woods,  her  conduct 
bad  proved ;  and  now,  they  added,  the  "  wise  one  of  the 
earth  "  had  transplanted  b^r  to  a  place  where  she  would 
find  congenial  spirits,  and  might  be  for  ever  happy. 

Then,  with  another  transition  in  voice  and  subject,  allu- 
sions were  made  to  the  virgin  who  wept  in  the  adjacent 
lodge.  They  compared  her  to  flakes  of  snow ;  as  pure,  as 
white,  as  brilliant,  and  as  liable  to  melt  in  the  fierce  heats 
of  summer,  or  congeal  in  the  frosts  of  winter.  They  doubted 
not  that  she  was  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  young  chief, 
whose  skin  and  whose  sorrow  seemed  so  like  her  own ;  but, 
though  far  from  expressing  such  a  preference,  it  was  evident 
they  deemed  her  less  excellent  than  the  maid  they  mourned. 
Still,  they  denied  her  no  meed  her  rare  charms  might  pro- 
periy  claim.  Her  ringlets  were  compared  to  the  exuberant 
tendrils  of  the  vine,  her  eye  to  ttie  blue  vault  of  the  heavens, 
and  the  most  spotless  cloud,  with  its  glowing  flush  of  the 
sun,  was  admitted  to  be  less  attractive  than  her  bloom. 

During  these  and  similar  songs,  nothing  was  audible  but 
the  murmurs  of  the  music ;  relieved  as  it  was,  or  rather 
rendered  terrible,  by  those  occasional  bursts  of  ^ef,  which 
might  be  called  its  choruses.  The  Delawares  themselves 
listened  like  charmed  men ;  and  it  was  very  apparent,  by 
the  variations  of  their  speaking  countenances,  how  deep 
and  true  was  their  qrmpathy.     Even  David  was  not 
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rductant  to  lend  his  ears  to  the  tones  of  voices  so  sweet ; 
and  long  ere  the  chant  was  ended,  his  eager  and  attentive 
gaze  announced  that  his  soul  was  entirely  enthraU«NL 

The  scout,  to  whom  alone,  of  all  the  white  men,  the 
words  were  Intelligible,  suffered  himself  to  be  a  little  aroused 
from  his  meditative  posture,  and  bent  his  face  aside,  to 
catch  thehr  meaning,  as  the  girls  proceeded.  But  when 
they  spoke  of  the  future  prospects  of  Cora  and  Uncas,  he 
shook  his  head  like  one  who  knew  the  error  of  their  simple 
creed,  and  resuming  his  reclining  attitude,  he  maintained 
It  untn  the  ceremony — if  that  might  be  called  a  ceremony. 
In  which  feeling  was  so  deeply  bnbued — ^was  finished.  Hap- 
pUy  for  the  self-command  of  both  Heyward  and  Mnnro, 
they  knew  not  the  meaning  of  the  wild  sounds  they 
beard. 

Chingachgook  was  a  solitary  exception  to  the  Interest 
manifested  by  the  native  part  of  the  audience.  His  look 
never  changed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  scene,  nor  did 
a  muscle  move  in  his  dark  and  rigid  countenance,  even  at 
the  wiidesi  or  most  pathetic  parts  of  the  lamentation.  The 
cold  and  sense'.ess  remains  of  his  son  were  all  to  him,  and 
every  other  sense  but  that  of  sight  seemed  frozen,  in  order 
that  his  eyes  might  take  their  final  gaze  at  those  lineaments 
he  had  so  long  loved,  and  which  were  now  about  to  be  closed 
for  ever  from  his  view. 

In  this  stage  of  the  funeral  obsequies,  a  warrior  much 
renowned  for  his  deeds  in  arms,  and  more  especially  for  his 
services  in  the  recent  combat,  a  man  of  stem  and  grave 
demeanour,  advanced  slawly  trom  the  crowd,  and  placed 
himself  nigh  the  person  of  the  dead. 

••  Why  hast  thou  left  us,  pride  of  the  Wapanachkl  T  " 
he  said,  addressing  himself  to  the  dead  ears  of  Uncas,  as 
though  the  empty  clay  still  retained  the  faculties  of  the 
anil  d  man ;  "  thy  ttane  has  been  like  that  of  the  sun 
when  in  the  trees;  thy  glory  brighter  than  his  light  at 
noon-day.  Thou  art  gone,  youthful  warr'or,  but  a  hundred 
Wyandots  are  clearing  the  briars  from  thy  path  to  the 
world  of  spirits.  Who  that  saw  thee  in  battle  would  be- 
lieve that  thou  couldst  die  T  Who,  before  thee,  has  ever 
shown  Uttawa  the  way  into  the  fight  ?  Thy  feet  were  like 
the  wings  of  eagles ;  thine  arm  heavier  than  falling  branches 
from  the  pine ;  and  thy  voice  like  the  Manltto,  when  he 
speaks  in  the  clouds.    The  tongue  of  Uttawa  is  weak,"  he 
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added,  looking  about  him  with  a  melanclioly  gaze,  "  and 
his  heart  exceeding  heavy.  Pride  of  the  Wapanachki,  why 
hast  thou  left  us  ?  " 

He  was  succeeded  by  others,  in  due  order,  until  most  of 
the  high  and  gifted  men  of  the  nation  had  sung  or  spoken 
their  tribute  of  praise  over  the  manes  of  the  deceased 
chieftain.  When  each  had  ended,  another  deep  and  breath* 
ing  silence  reigned  in  all  the  place. 

Then  a  low,  deep  sound  was  heard,  like  the  suppressed 
accompaniment  of  distant  music,  rising  Just  high  enough 
on  the  air  to  be  audible,  and  yet  so  indtotinctly  as  to  leave 
its  character,  and  the  place  whence  it  proceeded,  alike 
matters  of  conjecture.     It  was,  however,  succeeded  by 
another  and  another  strain,  each  in  a  higher  key,  until  they 
grew  on  the  ear,  first  in  long  drawn  and  often  repeated  in- 
terjections, and  finally  in  words.   The  lips  of  Chingachgook 
had  so  far  parted,  as  to  announce  that  it  was  the  monody 
of  the  father  which  was  now  about  to  be  uttered.    Though 
not  an  eye  was  turned  towards  him,  nor  the  smallest  sign 
of  impatience  exhibited,  it  was  apparent,  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  multitude  elevated  their  heads  to  listen,  that 
they  drunk  hi  the  sounds  with  an  taitenseness  of  attention 
that  none  but  Tamenund  himself  had  ever  before  com- 
manded.   But  they  listened  in  vain.    The  strains  rose  Just 
so  loud  as  to  become  intelligible,  and  then  grew  fainter 
and  more  trembling,  until  they  finally  sunk  on  the  ear,  as 
if  borne  away  by  a  passing  breath  of  wind.    The  lips  of 
the  Sagamore  closed,  and  he  remained  silent  in  his  seat, 
looking,  with  his  riveted  eye  and  motionless  form,  like  some 
creature  that  had  been  turned  from  the  Almighty  hand 
with  the  form,  but  without  the  spirit  of  a  man.    The  Dela- 
wares,  who  knew,  by  these  symptoms,  that  the  mind  of 
their  friend  was  not  prepared  for  so  mighty  an  effort  of 
fortitude,  relaxed  in  their  attention,  and,  with  innate  deli- 
cacy, seemed  to  bestow  all  their  thoughts  on  the  obsequies 
of  the  stranger  maiden. 

A  signal  was  given,  by  one  of  the  elder  chiefs,  to  the 
women,  who  crowded  that  part  of  the  circle  near  which  the 
body  of  Cora  lay.  Obedient  to  the  sign,  the  girls  raised  the 
bier  to  the  elevation  of  their  heads,  and  advanced  with  slow 
ar.d  regulated  steps,  chanting,  as  they  proceeded,  another 
soft,  low,  and  wailing  song,  in  praise  of  the  deceased. 
Gamut,  who  had  been  a  close  observer  of  rites  he  deemed 
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•o  heathenish,  now  bent  hit  head  over  the  (joulder  of  the 

unconscious  father,  whisperings  <  «««"!* 

"They  move  with  the  remains  of  thy  chfld ;  shaU  we 

not  follow,  and  see  them  Inteved  with  Christian  burial  ?  " 

If.  w  "^  "if'*'*'  "  ^^'^''^^  ^**«  *"»t  tnanpet  had  sounded 
iio«!!    ^  ^^1 1?'  "***  »>«»towIng  one  anxious  and  hurried 

train,  with  the  mien  of  a  soldier,  but  bearing  the  full 
hl'^^^j"  ■  P"*"''*  •"*'"»»«•  His  friends  pressed  around 
nlTh^^  "  **17°^  ***  ^"  *<»<»  •*«>»«  to  be  termed  sym- 
rin„^;;;;fK  ?».  "*•.  y**!'"^  Frenchman  Joining  In  the  proces- 
sion, with  the  air  of  a  man  who  was  sensibly  touched  at 
the  early  and  melancholy  fate  of  one  so  lovely.  But  when 
ih!  ISi  and  humblest  female  of  the  tribe  had  joined  In 

contracted  their  circle,  and  moved  again  around  the  person 
of  Uncas,  as  silent,  as  grave,  and  as  motionless  as  before. 

—  .  «f;f  ^^i."^^  **  *^***  ^'••°  ""^^^^  '0'  th«  grave  of  Cora 
Tit.-  1.  -.  ?  ?"°"'  ^*'*"  *  *^"»*«''  of  young  and  healthful 
pines  had  taken  root,  forming  of  themselves  a  melanchol" 
and  appropriate  shade  over  the  spot.  On  reaching  It.  the 
girls  deposited  their  burthen,  and  continued,  for  many 
minutes,  waiting  with  characterisUc  patience,  and  native 
timidity,  for  some  evidence  that  they  whose  feelings  were 

iTn^w^'^™****''*"  *=°"'*"*  ^^^  "»«  arrangement.    At 

engtn,  the  scout,  who  alone  understood  their  habits,  said 

In  their  own  language—  ' 

them^^  <*aughters  have  done  weU ;  the  white  men  thank 

Satisfied  ^th  this  testimony  In  their  favour,  the  girls 
proceeded  to  deposit  the  body  In  a  shell.  Ingeniously,  and 
not  Inelegantly,  fabricated  of  the  bark  of  the  birch  :  after 
which  they  lowered  It  into  Its  dark  and  final  abode.  The 
ceremony  of  covering  the  remains,  and  concealing  the  marks 
of  the  fresh  earth,  by  leaves  and  other  natural  and  cus- 
tomaiy  objects,  was  conducted  with  the  same  simple  and 
sUent  forms.    But  when  the  labours  of  the  kind  beings,  who 

^"««^!?^"ru'*  ^u^'"'  ^^^  *°**  '^'«"<"y  offlc«».  ''^ere  so  far 
completed,  they  hesitated  in  a  way  to  show  that  they  knew 

s^l?  J  TV^H^^  ?u'y  ""'Kht  proceed.    It  was  In  this 

»Uge  of  the  rites  that  the  scout  again  addressed  them- 

My  young  women  have  done  enough,"  he  said  ;  "  the 

•pirit  of  a  pale-face  has  no  need  of  food  or  raiment— their 
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gIfU  being  according  to  the  heaven  of  their  colour.  I  tee," 
he  added,  ^andng  an  eye  at  David,  who  was  preparing  his 
book  In  a  manner  that  Indicated  an  Intention  to  lead  the 
way  In  a  lacred  long,  "  that  one  who  bcttar  knows  the 
Cairistlan  fashions  Is  about  to  speak." 

The  females  stood  modestly  aside,  and,  from  having  been 
the  principal  actors  In  the  scene,  they  now  became  the 
meek  and  attentive  observers  of  that  which  followed.  Dur- 
ing the  thne  David  was  occupied  In  pouring  out  the  pious 
feelings  of  his  sphrit  In  this  manner,  not  a  sign  of  surprise, 
nor  a  look  of  fanpatience,  escaped  them.  They  listened  as 
though  they  knew  the  meaning  of  the  strange  words,  and 
appeared  as  If  they  felt  the  nrin^ed  «notlons  of  sorrow, 
hope,  and  resignation,  they  were  Intended  to  convey. 

Excited  by  the  scene  he  had  just  witnessed,  and  perhaps 
Influenced  by  his  own  secret  emotions,  the  master  of  song 
exceeded  all  his  usual  efforts.  His  full,  rich  voice  was  not 
found  to  suffer  by  a  comparison  with  the  soft  tones  of  the 
gills ;  and  his  more  modulated  strains  possessed,  at  least 
for  the  ears  of  those  to  whom  they  were  peculiariy  addressed, 
the  additional  power  of  Intelligence.  He  ended  the  anthem 
as  he  had  commenced  it,  in  the  midst  of  a  grave  and  a 
solemn  stillness. 
^  When,  however,  the  doshig  cadence  had  fallen  on  the 
ears  of  his  auditors,  the  secret,  timorous  glances  of  the 
eyes,  and  the  genend,  and  yet  subdued,  movement  of  the 
assemblage,  betrayed  that  something  was  expected  from 
the  father  of  the  deceased.  Munro  seemed  sensible  that 
the  time  was  come  for  him  to  exert  what  is,  perhaps,  the 
greatest  effort  of  which  human  nature  is  capable.  He  bared 
his  grey  locks,  and  looked  around  the  timid  and  quiet 
throng,  by  which  he  was  encircled,  with  a  firm  and  col- 
lected countenance.  Then  motioning  with  his  hand  for  the 
scout  to  listen,  he  said — 

"  Say  to  these  kind  and  gentle  females,  that  a  heart- 
broken  and  failing  man  returns  them  his  thanks.  TeU  them 
that  the  Being  we  all  worship,  under  different  names,  will 
be  mindful  of  their  charity ;  and  that  the  time  shall  not 
be  distant,  when  we  may  assemble  around  his  throne,  with- 
out distinction  of  sex,  or  rank,  or  cqlour  I " 

The  scout  listened  to  the  tremuldhs  ^voice  in  wMch  the 
veteran  delivered  these  words,  and  shook  his  head,  slowly, 
when  they  were  ended,  as  one  who  doubted  of  their  efficacy. 


THB  LAST  OP  THE  MOHICANS  879 

tl..r  Si  !?«**•"  ^^"  **•  "*^'  "  ^"^^  ^  «»  ««n  them 

nUon  of  the  other't  uratltude,  as  he  deemed  most  suited 

already  sunken  upon  his  chest,  and  he  was  again  fMtr^ 
^iJinJH"  **~"*"8  »'»«"''»«>ly,  When  tJe  y!a^ 
m^h^TiI!    **?•  """"^  ventured  to  touch  him  lighUy 

Se «o»™rna«iH'^  "^ K  ■•  ^*  *»•">  8"*"«^  *»>•  •"•"Won  of 
the  mounUng  old  man,  he  pointed  towards  a  group  of  young 

tt?Sin!^  ^  "'*'^'^'  ^P^*v«»y  towards 

•#  •"  '  ""J«"tond  you,  sir,"  returned  Munro,  with  a  voice 

rSLItJ'ht^?  ?^?*'-  ^"*'  "»y  ''*'"** '  "  the  prayers  of 
K  •^:**i?'""  '■****'  ~"^<'  «^««  thee  now,  how  blessed 
shouldst  thou  be  t  Come,  gentlemen,"  he  addedT  lookSg 
about  him  with  an  air  of  lofty  composure,  though  the  ii? 
gulshthat  quivered  on  his  faded  countenance  wi  f„  Z 

J«I?"  .  ?  ^'L  *"""'y  «»°ce«l«<» ;  "  our  duty  here  Is 
ended ;  let  us  depart"  "wo  » 

"'   gladly  obeyed  a  summons  that  took  them  fh>m 
•  achlnstant,  he  felt  his  self-control  was  about 
'     whfle  his  companions  were  mountln  ?,  how- 
u  Ume  to  press  the  hand  of  the  scout,  and  to 
<i0»in  -i/mITk  °'  ""*  •n«a««nient  they  had  made,  to  meet 
again,  within  the  posts  of  the  British  army.    Then  dadlv 

t^.'S^/nJlSl/.^'"  '!!•  "^*''  ^«  -P""-^  his  charf^tJ 
in?  a''!^^^  """'  ''*'''"*'  *o^  •"«*  «**"«<»  »ob»  alone  an- 
nounced  the  presence  of  Alice.    In  this  manner,  the  head 

n«v^^ Ti.'!?"  ^."'PP*"«  on  his  bosom,  with  Heyward  and 
?M  /i***"^"!  *°  sorrowing  sflence,  and  attended  by  the 
>Ude  of  Montcalm,  with  his  guard,  all  the  white  men,  with 
tfte  ncoeption  of  Hawk-eye,  passed  from  before  the  eyes  of 
we  Delawares,  and  were  soon  buried  In  the  vast  forest  of 
uiat  region. 

«nif^\?*."*,r*"*''*'  '*'"*°8h  thefr  common  calamity,  had 

S  i^K^^J?^^^^  °'  ^^^'"^  '^P»«  ^^ellers  ta  the  woods 
with  the  strangers  who  had  thus  transienUy  visited  them, 
was  not  so  easUy  broken.    Years  passed  away  befoi«  tha 
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tnidlUonary  tale  of  the  white  maiden,  and  of  the  yonng 
warrior  of  the  Mohicans,  ceased  to  hegulle  the  long  nights 
and  tedious  marches  of  their  weariness,  or  to  anhnate  their 
youthful  and  brave  with  a  desfaw  for  vengeance  against 
their  natural  enemies.  Neither  were  the  secondary  actors 
tai  all  these  momentous  incidents  hnmedlately  forgotten. 

Through  the  medium  of  the  scout,  who  served  for  years 
af Urwards  as  a  Itaik  between  them  and  dvlllsed  life,  the> 
learned,  in  answer  to  their  inquiries,  that  the  "  grcyhead  " 
was  speedily  gathered  to  his  fathers ;  borne  down,  as  was 
erroneously  believed,  by  hU  military  misfortunes ;  and  that 
the  "  open  hand  "  had  conveyed  his  surviving  daughter  far 
into  the  setUemenU  of  the  "  pale-faces,"  where  her  tears 
had  at  last  ceased  to  flow,  and  had  been  succeeded  by  the 
bright  smfles  wh<ch  were  better  suited  to  her  happy  and 
Joyous  nature. 

But  these  were  events  of  a  time  later  than  that  which 
concerns  our  tale.  Deserted  by  all  of  his  colour,  Hawk-eye 
returned  to  the  spot  where  his  own  sympatUes  led  him, 
with  a  force  that  no  Ideal  bond  of  union  could  bestow. 
He  was  Just  In  time  to  catch  a  parting  look  of  the  features 
of  Uncas,  whom  the  Ddawares  were  already  enclosing  in  his 
last  vestments  of  skins.  They  paused  to  permit  the  longing 
and  lingering  gaze  of  the  sturdy  woodsman,  and  when  It 
was  ended,  the  body  was  envdoped  never  to  be  undos'-* 
again.  Then  came  a  procession  like  the  other,  and  thv 
whole  nation  was  collected  about  the  temporary  grave  of 
the  chief— temporary,  because  It  was  proper,  that,  at  some 
future  day,  his  bones  should  rest  among  those  of  his  own 
people. 

The  movement,  like  the  feeling,  had  been  simultaneous 
and  general.  The  same  grave  expression  of  grief,  the  same 
rigid  sflence,  and  the  same  deference  to  the  principal 
mourner  wei«  observed,  around  the  place  of  interment,  as 
have  been  already  described.  The  body  was  deposited  in 
an  attitude  of  repose,  facing  the  rising  sun,  with  the  im- 
plements of  war  and  of  the  chase  at  hand,  in  readiness  for 
the  final  Journey.  An  opening  was  left  in  the  shell,  by 
which  it  was  protected  from  the  soU,  for  the  spirit  to  com- 
municate with  lU  earthly  tenement,  when  necessary ;  and 
the  whole  was  concealed  from  the  Instinct,  and  protected 
from  the  ravages  of  the  beasto  of  prey,  with  an  ingenuity 
peculiar  to  the  naUves.    The  manual  rites  then  ceased. 
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and  an  present  reverted  to  the  more  spiritual  pert  of  the 
oeremonles. 
f  '  Chlngachflook  became,  once  more,  the  object  of  the 
\  common  attention.  He  had  not  yet  spoken,  and  something 
consolatory  and  InstmcUve  ^<i£  expected  from  so  renowned 
a  chief,  on  an  occasion  of  such  general  interest  Conscious 
of  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the  stem  and  self-restrained 
warrior  raised  his  face,  which  had  latterly  been  buried  In 
his  robe,  and  looked  about  blm  with  a  steady  eye.  Hie 
firmly  compressed  and  expressive  lips  then  severed,  and 
for  the  first  time  during  the  long  ceremonies,  his  voice  was 
heard,  distinctly  audible— 

_  "  Why  do  my  brothers  mourn  ?  "  he  said,  regarding 
the  dark  race  of  dejected  warriors,  by  whom  he  was  en- 
vironed ;  "  why  do  my  daughters  weep  ?  that  a  young 
man  has  gone  to  the  happy  hunting-grounds ;  that  a  chief 
has  filled  his  thne  with  honour.  He  was  good.  He  was 
dutiful.  He  was  brave.  Who  can  deny  it  ?  The  Manltto 
had  need  of  such  a  warrior,  and  he  has  called  him  away. 
As  for  me,  the  son  and  the  father  of  Uncas,  I  am  a '  blazed 
pine  in  the  clearing  of  the  pale-faces.'  My  race  has  gone 
from  the  shores  of  the  salt  lake,  and  the  hiUs  of  the  Dela- 
wares.  But  who  can  say  that  the  serpent  of  his  tribe  has 
forgotten  his  wisdom  7    I  am  alone  " — 

"  No,  no,"  f  1  Hawk-eye,  who  had  been  gazing  with 
a  yearning  loo'  ^  the  rigid  features  of  his  friend,  with 
something  like  his  own  self-command,  but  whose  philosophy 
could  endure  no  longer ;  "  no,  Sagamore,  not  alone.  The 
gifts  of  our  colour  may  be  different,  but  God  has  so  placed 
us  to  Journey  in  the  same  path.  I  have  no  kin,  and  I  may 
also  say,  lUce  you,  no  people.  He  was  your  son,  and  a  ret) 
skin  by  nature ;  and  it  may  be.  that  your  blood  was  nearer 
—but  if  ever  I  forget  the  lad,  who  has  so  often  fou't  at 
my  side  \n  war,  and  slept  at  my  side  In  peace,  may  He 
who  made  us  all,  whatever  may  be  our  colour  or  our  gifts, 
forget  me  I  The  boy  ha  left  us  for  a  thne,  but.  Sagamore, 
you  are  not  alone  I " 

Chingacbgook  grasped  the  »  mds  that,  in  the  warmth 
of  his  feeling,  the  scout  had  stretched  across  the  fresh 
earth,  and  in  that  atutude  of  friendship,  these  two  sturdy 
and  Intrepid  woodsmen  bowed  their  heads  together,  while 
scaldhig  tears  feU  to  their  feet,  watering  the  grave  of  Uncas. 
like  drops  of  fallen  rain. 
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*•  It  to  oBOi^  1 "  bo  MM...  **  Oo»  ehfldnn  of  tho  Unopo  t 
Ifeo  ttiftr  of  tho  Maaltto  Is  met  dono.  Why  dumld  Tamo* 
Boad  itoy  T  Tho  pdo>faoM  aro  mottcrt  of  tho  oorth,  tad 
tho  timo  of  tho  rod  moB  hoi  not  yot  eomo  Ogata.  M y  daj 
hM  booa  too  loag.  la  tho  moraiag  I  mw  tho  ooai  of 
Oaaadt  hq»py  aad  itroag ;  and  yet,  hofOto  4io  aight  hat 
oemo,  havo  I  ITvod  to  no  tho  lait  wanior  ol  tho  wlio  raeo 
of  tho  lfohleaBi.r 
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